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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK 
  
It gives me immense pleasure to present to you the Annual Report of WWF-India Kerala State 
Office for 2012-13. The last year has been very hectic for us. That should not have been so, 
especially for a State like Kerala which is so much blessed abundantly by Mother Nature. But sad 
to say, the development pressure and the anthropocentric thinking is degrading our natural 
systems and threatening all inhabiting life forms, including mankind. The recent increase in 
vector borne diseases like dengue is a clear example for this. With the limitation of manpower 
and resources, we have been able to do whatever possible in our capacity for the protection of 
the Planet and the conservation of its natural resources, making sure to ensure the sustainability 
of all living creatures on this one and only living planet, atleast for now. Some of our projects 
have been able to save our degrading ecosystems, their biodiversity, touch upon the lives of the 
local people and improve their livelihoods too. We have also been able to reach out to various 
sections of the society across the State through our various environment education, awareness 
and outreach programmes. We have been able to take a rather proactive step and stand in 
many of the environmental issues in the State in partnership with other like minded people. We 
have been able to rope in some new associations, build new relationships and put up some new 
programmes. Thanks to all our network members including volunteers, nature club members, 
subscribers, donors, supporters, customers etc who have in one way or the other, direct and 
indirect, supported us in the State to live out our conservation mission. The credit of our work 
goes to all our network members and hence this report is yours too.  
 
A.V.George        
 
FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK 
 
Looking back at the last year, I am proud to present the Annual Report for 2012-13. The hours, 
days and months that have gone by are really gratifying in that we have been able to do the 
little possible that we set out to do. We might have planned for much bigger things and they 
might not have worked out the way we expected. But no regrets. Compiling this report, I realize 
that, in one way or the other, we have been able to accomplish much more than we set out to 
and planned initially. And this has been made possible by the team work of my colleagues and 
also with the help and support of all our network members. We have limited in-house 
manpower and we have access to very limited resources at our disposal. But we have been able 
to improve upon our efficiency to make ourselves more effective in living out and fulfilling our 
mission in Kerala. And this is not something that we have achieved in the last year, but it has 
been made possible through our constant strive to improve ourselves, build our capacities, think 
out of the box, keep ourselves open to new associations, bring in diversity in our programmes, 
extend our reach through better networking etc. But the race is still on. In the coming years, we 
need to step up our efforts even more, because that is the demand of the day. With the 
population going up, our needs increasing exponentially and with limited natural resources, if 
we do not act wisely and efficiently, the sustenance of life, both of man as well as other living 
beings is very much at stake. As studies prove, if humans are removed from Planet Earth, other 
life forms will not be affected. But if we loose other life forms, our existence is threatened. We 
need to understand this deeply. Let us all join hands in the days ahead to keep Mother Earth a 
Living Planet, with the right to life for all, not just for us, but for our children also. 
 
Renjan Mathew Varghese 
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1. CONSERVATION PROGRAMMES & PROJECTS 
 
1.1 Development of SLSI for the Ramsar Sites (Vembanad) of Kerala 
The Final Report (Draft) of the ongoing project ‘Development of Sustainable Livelihood Security 
Index for the Ramsar Site (Vembanad) of Kerala’ was finalized, printed and submitted to the 
funding agency i.e. Department of Environment and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala. The 
funding agency has replied with their comments and the report was reworked based on the 
comments and resubmitted. Now the funding agency has requested to go ahead with organising 
the final stakeholder workshops, one each to be organized for Kottayam and Alappuzha districts, 
with the participation of LSG members, representatives of the various stakeholders, government 
officials from the related departments etc. These workshops will help to further refine the Final 
Report and come up with a prioritized Action Plan to be submitted to the government for 
needed further action. 
 
1.2 Survey and assessment of the Status, Threats and Issues of Marine Turtles along the 

Kerala Coast 
The Kerala Chapter of the report was prepared and submitted by us well on time with relevant 
text, tables, figures and photographs. The full report for the entire coastal stretch of the country 
spanning 7 states is being compiled by Ms. Annie Kurian and Ms. Sonali Nandrajog. We have 
been asked to prepare the map of the marine turtle survey by entering co-ordinates of the 
nesting and landing beaches in Google Map. The same was completed within the given time 
frame and submitted. 
 
1.3 International Conference on Wildlife with special emphasis on Human – Animal Conflict 

(ICWHAC) 
WWF-India was one of the supporting organization in the three day international conference 
organized by the Department of Zoology, SB College Changanssery from 16-18 August, 2012 at 
the college auditorium. Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, WWF-India, Dr. Sunarto 
Sunarto, WWF-Indonesia, Mr. Ajay Desai, Wildlife Consultant, WWF-India attended the 
workshop and took active role in presentations, discussions and deliberations. A panel 
exhibition was also arranged in the venue as part of the conference, mainly for the benefit of 
the college students.  

 
1.4 Ramsar India 2013 
WWF-India Kerala State Office was the co-partner in organizing, the first of its kind, ‘National 
Ramsar Sites Stakeholders Meet and Wetlands Conservation Seminar’ titled Ramsar India 2013  
organised by ATREE in partnership with Department of Environment and Climate Change and  
Department of Ports, Government of Kerala with the support of Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, Government of India. The 3 days mega event was organised from 3-5 March, 2013 at 
Alappuzha which witnessed various activities like a very elegant inaugural function with many 
dignitaries from the State and the Centre, sharing of success stories by the stakeholders from 
the various Ramsar Sites, cultural programmes, photo exhibitions, exhibition stall for display of 
local products made by the communities, informal interaction over a house boat ride in 
Vembanad Lake etc. WWF was fully involved in the preparations, discussion meetings and 
formal invitations for organizing Ramsar India 2013. WWF was instrumental in mobilizing 
national level participants from across the country through our State Offices and Project/ 
Programme Offices since we have very good work among the communities in most of the 



Ramsar Sites in India. WWF field staff and representatives of the local communities around the 
Ramsar Sites had a nice time of learning and experience sharing.  
 
1.5 Regional Workshops for the Media on ‘Human Wildlife Conflicts (HWC) and Wildlife Trade’ 
Based on the proposal submitted by us under the ‘Other Awareness Programmes’ scheme, the 
Union Ministry of Environment and Forests has given a project to WWF-India Kerala State Office 
to organize a series of 3 workshops (two days each) on addressing human – animal conflicts and 
wildlife trade especially targeting the media people. The workshops were organized at the 
regional level – South, Central and North. The workshops were organized in discussion with the 
local Press Clubs in the region to ensure participation and with the field support from the Kerala 
Forests and Wildlife Department. The workshop for northern region was organized in Wayanad 
WLS 8 & 9 March, 2013. There were around 40 participants as expected from Kozhikode, 
Wayanad, and Kannur Press Clubs. The workshop was inaugurated by Roy P. Thomas IFS, 
Wildlife Warden, Wayanad WLS and the technical sessions were led by Mr. Mohanraj, 
Coordinator, Nilgiris Landscape, Mr. Ajay Desai, Co-Chair, IUCN Elephant Specialist Group, Mr. 
Ananda Banerjee from MINT Wall Street Journal and Dr. Rashid Raza, TRAFFIC-India. The 
workshop for the central region was organized at Bamboo Groves in Periyar Tiger Reserve on 18 
& 19 March. There were around 36 participants from Ernakulam, Idukki and Thodupuzha Press 
Clubs. The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Sanjayan Kumar IFS, Deputy Director, PTR and the 
resource persons were Mr. Boominathan, Coordinator, Western Ghats Landscape, Dr. Shekhar 
Kumar Niraj, Head, TRAFFIC-India and Mr. Ananda Banerjee. The third and final workshop for 
the southern region was organized at Thenmala on 21 & 22 March. There were around 28 
participants from Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam Press Clubs. The workshop was inaugurated 
by Ms. Lekshmi, Wildlife Warden, Shendurney WLS and the technical sessions were led by Dr. 
Shekhar, Mr. Ananda and Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, WWF-India. In all the 
forest areas, the participants had very good field exposure by going on treks and having 
interaction with the forest field staff. There was very good interaction and two-way learning in 
all the three workshops.  

 
1.6 Management Development Programme for eNGOs in Kerala 
US Fulbright Alumni jointly with BNHS, Mumbai has a programme for organizing MDP 
Workshops for environmental NGOs (eNGOs) funded by the US Embassy under the US Fulbright 
Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund (US-FAEIF). Mr. Renjan, State Director had attended one of 
the workshops earlier in Bengaluru. Seeing the benefit of the programme and further on taking 
forward the  interaction with the organizers, a MDP Workshop for eNGOs of Kerala was 
organized in Kottayam from 19 – 21 Dec, 2012 with the local co-ordination of WWF, Ashoka 
Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE) and Kerala Social Service Forum 
(KSSF). The three days programme was organized at AMOS Centre, Adichira, Kottayam. There 
were around 20 participants from various environmental NGOs from across the State. The 
sessions included topics like know your organisation, leadership skills, project management, 
proposal writing, art of fund raising, team building, volunteer management, marketing 
management etc. The various sessions were led by Dr. Shubalaxmi, Mr. Aramugham and Mr. 
Renjan. There was also an interactive programme between the participants and the media in 
which 4 senior media people interacted with the participants on how the print and visual media 
can be effectively and efficiently used to convey the message of nature conservation and 
environment protection to the target groups and the general public. The participants of the 
workshop representing the various eNGOs will now have to complete various assignments over 
the next few months to complete the programme and get a certificate. 
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1.7 Earth Hour 2013 
Earth Hour 2013 was observed in Kerala in a very grand and meaningful manner with the 
association and support of Department of Environment and Climate Change, Kerala State 
Electricity Board, Energy Management Centre, NIMS Heart Foundation and NI Group of 
Institutions. We held a Press Meet on the 20th to take the message to the masses. Interactive 
public campaigns were organized from 20-23 at Statue Junction, Palayam, Shanghumugham 
Beach and Museum and Zoo Compound. The main event was organized on 23rd from 6.30-
9.30pm at Gandhi Park, East Fort. Sri. Sivasankar IAS, Chairman, KSEB and Sri. Dhareshan 
Unnithan, Director, EMC were the guests who led the switch off and the candle light vigil. CFLs 
and solar lanterns were distributed to the families from economically backward colonies in 
Thiruvananthapuram. As part of ‘Going beyond the hour’ KSEB had provided 5000 CFLs which 
were distributed freely, two each, to the 2500 families residing in the five economically 
backward slum colonies inside the City. 
 
1.8 Support to the Marine Programme 
The Fisheries Certification Project being carried out by the Marine Programme of WWF-India has 
to move forward in consultation with the Fisheries Department, Government of Kerala. The 
State Director along with Mr. Vinod Malayilethu, Senior Co-ordinator, Marine Programme and 
Dr. Appukuttan met Mr. James Varghese, Principal Secretary (Fisheries) and discussed the way 
forward. The State Office has been doing the necessary liaison work with the Government in this 
regard. 
 
1.9 Support to the Western Ghats Landscape Programme 
The State Office took the lead role in the co-ordination and local arrangement for the meeting 
between the Western Ghats Landscape Team led by Dr. Sejal Worah and the Kerala Forests and 
Wildlife Department top officers led by Mr. V. Gopinathan, PCCF (Wildlife) and Chief Wildlife 
Warden on 28th Feb, 2013 at the Forests Headquarters at Thiruvananthapuram and field visit by 
Dr. Sejal to Kollam to see the marine programme related work in Ashtamudi estuary and other 
adjoining areas. 

 
2. ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION PROGRAMMES 
 
2.1 EE Projects 
 
2.1.1 Muthasi Marangale Ariyan (Know Your Heritage Trees) 
WWF-India Kerala State Office has proposed a very relevant project titled ‘Muthasi Marangale 
Ariyan (Know Your Heritage Trees)’ as part of its environment education, awareness and 
outreach work in the State mainly through school students and Nature Clubs. A press release in 
this regard was prepared and published in The New Indian Express. An activity sheet meant for 
documenting the local heritage trees in your surroundings was prepared and sent to all affiliated 
Nature Clubs of WWF-India, Kerala State Office. The activity sheet offers the NC members a 
good opportunity to have a very relevant and exciting outdoor programme and to collect data 
on the heritage trees and to draw out a conservation plan. An orientation session on WWF-
India’s ‘Documenting the Age Old Trees’ programme was conducted at Peet Memorial Training 
College, Mavelikara on 22nd November 2012. The programme was attended by around 150 
teacher trainees from 3 different institutions. The ultimate aim is to sensitise the younger 
generation on the values, functions and services of trees and ensure their protection. The data 



would be compiled on district level and the report with action plan and a poster will be 
submitted to the District Collector. The district level reports will be compiled into a state level 
report and action plan and the same will be submitted to the Chief Minister, Minister (Forests) 
and to the PCCF, Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department.   
 
2.1.2 Wild Wisdom Quiz 
Wild Wisdom Quiz is the only one of its kind, national level quiz exclusively on wildlife organized 
every year by WWF-India since the last five years or so, targeting the students from VI to VIII 
standards. The State Office is coordinating the 5th edition of Wild Wisdom Quiz in the City by 
sending out publicity materials, taking registrations, dispatching question papers, answer keys 
and other directives to conduct the school level quiz by the school themselves. Necessary 
telephonic follow up is also done where and when necessary. The City level Semi Finals was held 
at the Press Club Hall on Friday, 14th September 2012. The event was inaugurated by Sri. S. 
Radhakrishnan, Deputy Director, Wildlife Education, Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department. 
Ms. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer mastered the quiz in which eleven teams from 
across the State competed with each other. The team which won the first prize traveled to New 
Delhi to compete at the national level with the other teams from across the country.   
 
2.1.3 Kerala Bird Race 2012 at Thiruvananthapuram 
 
Every year Kerala Bird Race, a joint initiative of the Kerala Birder and Yuhina Eco-Media, is 
organized nationally in the month of November. The event in Thiruvananthapuram, over the 
years, is being co-ordinated by WWF-India Kerala State Office. As a pre-runner to the 6th Kerala 
Bird Race, a bird watching trip was conducted on 13th November in and around the evergreen 
and deciduous forests of Kallar valley and the grasslands of Ponmudi with the active 
participation of 22 bird enthusiasts. The Kerala Bird Race 2012 was coordinated locally at 
Thiruvananthapuram on 18th November 2012. An orientation session on ‘Tips of bird watching’ 
by Sri.A.K.Sivakumar the Coordinator of the Bird Race and ‘Possible bird sightings’ by 
Sri.C.G.Arun was conducted at Press Club Hall, Thiruvananthapuram on 16th November. The 
day’s event was held in five different locations in and around Thiruvananthapuram City including 
Akkulam and Punchakkari wetlands, Arippa and Ponmudi forests, Bonaccord Estate, 
Thiruvananthapuram Museum & Zoo Complex etc with the active participation of 80 
birdwatchers ranging from the age of seven to seventy. On return to the City in the evening, the 
participants gathered together in the Conference Hall of Hotel Pankaj, Thiruvananthapuram by 
6pm to share their observations and experience. Sri.V.Gopinathan IFS, Chief Wildlife Warden & 
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife), Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department, 
Government of Kerala was the Chief Guest of the valedictory function.  

 
2.1.4 National Environment Awareness Campaign (NEAC)  
 
Ministry of Environment and Forests has approved our proposal submitted under the NEAC 
scheme. The necessary paper work was done and the initial meeting organized by the Regional 
Resource Agency (CED) attended to receive the first half of the grant amount. Field visits to the 
project site were carried out and discussions were held with the beneficiaries. Around 48 
students from the 7th class of Bhavan’s Vivekananda Vidyamandir at Manvila, 
Thiruvananthapuram planted more than 200 saplings with the objective of augmenting the 
biodiversity in their campus. The programme was inaugurated by Dr.M.S.Suseelan, Manager, 
Bhavan’s Schools, Thiruvananthapuram on 9th January 2012 in a function presided over by 
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National Environment Awareness Campaign 2013 

Two‐days ‘Workshop on Education for Sustainable Development’ at Kottayam 

Two‐days ‘Workshops on Education for Sustainable Development’ at Kasaragod 



Sri.Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director of WWF-India. Mr.Chrips, Research Associate, CED, 
Smt. V.Beena, Principal-in-charge of the school and Mr.A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, 
WWF-India also spoke on the occasion. The students were encouraged to plant the saplings and 
take care of them for the next five years till they complete their schooling, so that many years 
back, they can come back with their family and kids and proudly show the tall and healthy tree 
which would be standing in the school campus giving shade, fruits and home to many birds, 
insects and other living forms. Mr. Udayakumar, Forester from Social Forestry Wing of Kerala 
Forests and Wildlife Department led the technical session and gave the necessary guidance to 
the participants.     
 
2.1.5 ESD Workshops 
With the financial support of Ministry of Environment and Forests, WWF-India Kerala State 
Office organized two major two-day ‘Workshops on Education for Sustainable Development’ in 
Kottayam and Kasargod. The workshop at Kottayam was organized on 11 & 12 Feb, 2013 at 
Mangalam College of Teacher Education. It was inaugurated by Dr.V.N. Rajasekharan Pillai, 
Executive Vice-President, KSCSTE. The technical sessions were led by Ms. Mita Nangia Goswami, 
Ms. Farida Tampal, Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese and Mr.A.K. Sivakumar. About 120 Teacher 
Trainees from seven different institutions attended. The workshop at Kasargod was organized 
on 14 & 15 Feb, 2013 in association with St. Thomas HSS, Chittarikkal at Vellopally Auditorium, 
Chittarikkal. The workshop was inaugurated by Dr. Joselett Mathew, Principal, Nirmalagiri 
College, Koothuparamba. The technical sessions were led by Mr. Renjan, Mr. A.K. Sivakumar, 
Mr. Saravanan and Dr. Goldin. About 240 Teacher Trainees from 4 different institutions 
attended the workshop. The participants had a very unique, first of its kind, experience of hands 
on training on the tools and techniques of ESD. The programme schedule was charted in such a 
way mixing both technical sessions and activity oriented programmes to make the two days 
proceedings very active, fully participatory and thereby make the workshop very dynamic. The 
objectives were fully achieved and the participants were very appreciative of the programme. 
There were requests from various corners to organize more of such workshops at an 
institutional level for the benefit of many more.      

 
2.2 Nature Clubs 
 
2.2.1 Orientation Session for Grasshopper Nature Club, Kollam  
The State Director delivered an orientation talk on nature conservation and environmental 
protection for the members of Grasshopper Nature Club, Kollam on 15th July 2012 in connection 
with their inaugural function that was inaugurated by Sri.P.G.Thomas IAS, District Collector. 
WWF-India also released two posters on the Birds of Ashtamudi and Sathamkotta Lakes, two 
Ramsar Sites of the district. 
 
2.2.2 Information on SPYTiS sent to affiliated schools  
WWF-India, Kerala State Office prepared a note on Scheme for Promoting Young Talents in 
Science (SPYTiS) to develop and nurture the science talent in students, a scheme by Kerala State 
Council for Science, Technology and Environment (KSCSTE) and circulated to all school nature 
clubs for participation and necessary follow up.  
 
2.2.3 Green Gathering at Nilambur  
WWF-India, Kerala State Office conducted a two day ‘Green Gathering’ at Nilambur on 4th and 
5th August with the participation of 70 school students and five teachers. Technical sessions, 



activity sessions, film screening, bird watching, visit to Teak Museum, visit to Conolly’s Plot etc 
were the events of the gathering. The gathering was inaugurated by Sri.George P. Mathachan, 
Divisional Forest Officer of Nilmbur North Division. The technical sessions and activity sessions 
were led by Senior Education Officer, Mr.Jain J. Therattil and Mr.Murukan Pareparambil. 
 
2.3 Nature Education Camps 
 
2.3.1 Monsoon Camp at Kodanadu 
WWF-India, Kerala State Office conducted a two day Monsoon Camp at Nature Study Center, at 
Kaprikkadu near Kodanad Elephant Rehabilitation Center. The camp was led by the Senior 
Education Officer and Sri.C.Harikumar and had the participation of 20 nature enthusiasts. 
 
2.3.2 Nature Orientation Camp in the Nilgiris  
Kerala State Office conducted a three day nature camp in and around the Nilgiris from 24th to 
26th August. The camp was led by the Senior Education Officer and was attended by 19 nature 
enthusiasts. The team explored Avalanche, Parsons Valley, and Kotagiri.  
 
2.3.3 Nature Orientation Camp at Vazhachal Forests 
A Nature Orientation Camp was conducted at Vazhachal Forests from 8th to 10th November for 
19 students and 2 faculties of Deccan International School, Bangalore. Ms.Pallavi Sreenivas, 
Education cum Project officer and Mr.Madhu of Karnataka State Office also accompanied the 
team. They had nature watch, bird watching, trekking, night safari, feel the nature and a feel the 
river sessions during the camp.    
 
2.3.4 Nature Orientation Trip to Chathancode Forests 
As part of our approach to make the general public aware about nature and biodiversity 
conservation through field oriented activities, fifteen nature enthusiasts of VSSC Library at 
Thiruvananthapuram including their family members were taken for a single day orientation trip 
to Chathancode Forests falling under Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary.  
 
2.3.5 Nature Orientation Trip to Kottur Elephant Rehabilitation Center. 
As part of providing a firsthand experience for students on forests and elephants, Kerala State 
Office in association with Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department conducted two Nature 
Orientation Trips to Kottur on 24th and 25th January 2013 for Bhavans Bharathiya Vidyamandir 
and All Saints College, Thiruvananthapuram. Both the trips were accommodated 35 students 
and volunteers. They had a unique opportunity to interact with elephants of the rehabilitation 
center and to know more about them. They also had an opportunity to have a 3 hours session of 
field trip within the evergreen and deciduous forests of Agasthyavanam Biological Park.   
 
2.4 Commemoration of Environmentally Important Days 
 
2.4.1 World Migratory Bird Day 2012  
World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2012 was observed at Ernakulam with a series of events 
from 17th to 19th May 2012. This three day programme was a joint initiative of WWF-India, 
Cochin Natural History Society (CNHS), George Eden Memorial Charitable Trust and Fireflies of 
Ernakulam with the support of Kerala State Biodiversity Board. The three days events included 
(a) awareness sessions and workshop on bird identification which was held at the NIPM Hall at 
Ernakulam North on 17th May 2012 with an attendance of around 50 nature enthusiasts of the 
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city from different walks of life (b) On 18th, the participants took part in a bird watching trip 
within Mangalavanam Bird Sanctuary and Puthuvyppin beach from 6.30am to 11.30am. (c) An 
exhibition of 100 photographs of Migratory Birds of Kerala along with photographs by 
participants was exhibited at the Audio Visual Hall of the Children’s Park, Ernakulam on the 19th. 
An interactive quiz was conducted and documentary exclusively on Birdlife was also screened.  
 
2.4.2 World Environment Day 2012 on June 5  
(i) WWF-India Kerala State Office observed WED on June 5th at Cherai Beach, Kochi in association 
with CMFRI. The day’s event included exhibition of panels, cycling from Kochi to Goa by Mr. 
Depalan, Naturalist with Club Mahindra Holidays 
 
(ii) An awareness session and painting competition was organized in Kochi under the joint 
banner of WWF-India and JCI, Kochi. 
 
(iii) A CD-ROM containing various resource materials on the theme of ‘Green Economy’ was 
prepared, copies made and distributed to our network members across the State. 
 
2.4.3 International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer 2012  
(i) WWF-India, Kerala State Office observed the Ozone Day 2012 with poster and painting 
competitions and awareness programme on 17th and 18th of September 2012 for the students of 
UP, High School and Higher Secondary at Airport Senior Secondary School, Malappuram.  
 
(ii)Kerala State Office brought out a multimedia presentation on Ozone, its properties, 
applications, reasons of depletion and ways to reduce the same in connection with the 
observation of the Ozone Day 2012. The presentation was prepared by Dr.A.Bijukumar of Kerala 
University. Soft copy of the same was circulated to all Nature Clubs via email.      
 
2.4.4 Wildlife Week  
WWF-India, Kerala State Office observed Wildlife Week of this year with wide range of activities 
at different locations in the State  
 
(i) A CD – ROM (Resource Material Kit) on Wildlife Week 2012 was brought out containing a 
multimedia presentation on wildlife and Protected Area Network of Kerala, an Activity Sheet on 
Wildlife and also a Wildlife Quiz. The CD was sent to all affiliated Nature Clubs across the State. 
The NCs are expected to take the lead in organizing their own programmes and send us the 
Activity Report with photographs.  
 
(ii) Awareness Programmes were organized for students in association with Zoo Outreach 
Organisation (ZOO) at Manjeri, Malappuram and Palakkad using the resource materials provided 
by ZOO  
 
(iii) Mr. A.K.Sivakumar,  Senior Education Officer conducted a quiz for the students of Zoology 
Department in All Saints College, Thiruvananthapuram. Ten teams participated.  
 
2.4.5 World Wetlands Day 2013 
(i) World Wetlands Day 2013 was observed at Peet Memorial Training College, Mavelikkara 
jointly by the College and WWF-India, Kerala State Office on 7th and 8th February 2013 with the 
support of Communication and Capacity Development Unit (CCDU), Dept. of Water Resources, 



Govt. of Kerala. Competitions on painting, poster design and a Wetlands Quiz was conducted for 
students from Upper Primary, High School, Higher Secondary and College level of the region on 
7th February 2013. On 8th the awareness programme was inaugurated by Mrs. Meena Sunil, Vice 
Chair person of Mavelikkara Municipality in a function that was presided over by Sri. Renjan 
Mathew Varghese, State Director of WWF-India. Prof. Boby Oommen Kurien, faculty member of 
College felicitated the awareness programme. The technical sessions on Wetlands – Values and 
Services and Issues and concerns of Wetlands – Case studies from Kerala were led by 
Sri.A.K.Sivakumar and Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese.  A film on Mangroves that describes the 
structure, function, values, threats and other issues of the same in Kerala was screened in the 
afternoon that was made by Sri.Suresh Elamon.  
 
(ii) World Wetlands Day was also observed under the initiative of WWF-India Kerala State Office 
at Malappuram as a follow-up of the Teachers Training Workshop held in the previous month. 
The teachers, who had participated in the TTW, led the sessions and conducted the whole 
programme targeting the school students.   
 
(iii) The State Director was the Chief Guest in the World Wetlands Day function organized by MG 
College, Thiruvananthapuram on 2nd Feb and delivered the key note address on ‘Functions, 
Values and Services of Wetlands and the various threats and pressure on Wetland Ecosystems’.  
 
2.5 Teachers Training Workshops (TTWs) 
The reports of the Teachers Training Workshops of the previous year 2011-12 was compiled and 
sent to the funding agency - CPREEC, Chennai. The proposal for 2012-13 was submitted for 
approval and funding. We also prepared a multimedia powerpoint presentation on ‘Tools and 
Techniques in ESD’ for the upcoming Teachers Training Workshops and distributed the same 
among our network members.  
 
2.5.1 Thiruvalla 
The first TTW by WWF-India supported by CPREEC, Chennai was held on 21st November 2012 at 
Marthoma College, Thiruvalla and was attended by 30 School Teachers from Pathanamthitta 
district. The workshop was inaugurated by Sri.S.Gopakumar, Revenue Divisional Officer, 
Pathanamthitta in a function presided by Dr. Kurian, Principal of the College. Smt.Smitha 
Chandran of Amirita Viswa Vidyalayam and Sri. A.K.Sivakumar led the technical sessions. Activity 
sessions on concept mapping, animals in life and ecosystem interpretation also were done.    
 
2.5.2 Kollam  
A single day Training Workshop for School Teachers of Kollam District was held at Amrita 
Viswhavidyapeetham, Amritapuri, Kollam on 21st November 2012 with the support of CPREEC, 
Chennai and in association with the college. Thirty Teachers from different schools attended the 
workshop. The workshop was inaugurated by Dr.Gopinatha Pillai, Principal of Vidyapeetham. 
The workshop included two technical sessions led by Sri.S.Radhakrishnan, Dy. Director (Wildlife 
Education) and Sri. A.K.Sivakumar. Two activity sessions on ecosystem interpretation and 
concept map also were held that made the workshops very dynamic.   
 
2.5.3 Palakkad 
The TTW for School Teachers of Palakkad District was held at Mercy College, Palakkad on 21st 
January 2013. Participants were 30 teachers from different schools from across the district. The 
workshop was inaugurated by Dr. Sr. Annammakutty. M.J., Principal, Mercy College, Palakkad. 
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Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, Mr.Sivadas of NEST, Dr. R. Girija, Asst. Professor, Dept. Zoology of the college 
and Sri.C.M.Johnson of Govt. PMG High School, Palakkad also were in the inaugural session. The 
technical sessions on ‘Water and its Social Values’ was led by Dr.M.A.Suraj of SN College Alathur 
followed by another session on Wetlands by A.K.Sivakumar. The activity sessions of this 
workshop were on methodologies of ESD.   

 
2.5.4 Malappuram  
The Training Workshop for School Teachers of Malappuram District was held at the Govt. HSS, 
Pookkottur on 22nd January 2013. Participants were 35 Teachers from different schools. ESD 
approaches were used in this workshop too. The value clarification methods of Changing Circle 
and Four Corners were used and the same were highly appreciated as it was a different 
approach rather than the conventional lecture type. The technical sessions on ‘Water and its 
Social Values’ was led by Dr.M.A.Suraj of SN College Alathur followed by another session on 
Wetlands by A.K.Sivakumar.  
 
2.5.5 Thrissur 
The TTW organized at Osthatheos Training College, Akkikavu, Thrissur, was attended by 50 
Teacher Trainees from 4 different colleges and was held on the theme of ‘Water Conservation’.  
Dr.Jain J. Therattil, Assistant Professor, St. Aloysius College, Elthuruth and Dr.Sabu, Assistant 
Professor, Sreekrishna School, Guruvayur led the technical sessions and activity sessions which 
were taken forward on a highly interactive level. 
 
2.5.6 Thiruvananthapuram 
The TTW organized at BNV College of Teacher Education, Thiruvallam, Thiruvananthapuram was 
attended by 35 Teacher Trainees of the college. Mr. Renjan, State Director and Mr. Sivakumar, 
Senior Education Officer led the technical and activity sessions. 

 
2.5.7 Pandalam 
The TTW organized at NSS Training College, Pandalam was attended by 95 Teacher Trainees of 
the college and was an activity oriented one with very dynamic contribution from the 
participants. Mr.Nalinakumar from AGES of CCDU Kerala, Mr. Sivakumar and Sri.C.Harikumar led 
the technical and activity sessions.   

 
2.5.8 Mavelikara 
The TTW at Peet Memorial Training College, Mavelikara was attended by 40 Teacher Trainees of 
the college and was very dynamic with various components like skits, drama, stories and poems 
by the participants. Mr.Binukumar of ATREE, Senior Education Officer and Sri.C.Harikumar led 
the technical and activity sessions.  
 
2.6 Friday Forum 
The Senior Education Officer in consultation with the State Director prepared and finalized the 
annual schedule for Friday Forum in Thiruvananthapuram at the beginning of the academic year 
itself. The topics and the respective resource persons were very carefully selected to make the 
programme very interesting and dynamic to the maximum possible extent. Friday Forum is a 
joint initiative of WWF-India Kerala State Office and Department of Museums and Zoos, 
Government of Kerala. It is generally organized on the first Friday of every month and the usual 
venue is the Museum Auditorium. 
 



Month Venue Theme  Resource Person No. of 
Participants 

June 2012 Museum 
Auditorium 

‘Solid Waste 
Management’ 

Sri. Shibu K. Nair, 
Thanal 

250 students 

July 2012 YMCA Auditorium ‘Safe Food and 
Safe Farming’ 

Sri.C.Jayakumar,  
Thanal 

300 students 

August 2012 Auditorium, Govt. 
Women’s College, 
Vazhuthacaud  

‘Fisheries – 
Status, Issues & 
Concerns’ 

Dr.A.Bijukumar, 
Head, Dept. of 
Aquatic Biology & 
Fisheries, University 
of Kerala 

250 students 

Sept 2012 Govt. Girl’s HSS, 
Pattom 

‘Human Wildlife 
Conflict’ 

Sri. Vava Suresh, 
Snake Rescuer 

400 students 

Nov 2012 Museum 
Auditorium 

‘Green or Mean 
– U choose' 

Sri.C.P.Aravidakshan, 
Science Educator 

180 students 

Dec 2012 Museum 
Auditorium 

‘Energy 
Conservation’ 

Sri. Johnson Daniel, 
Energy Technologist, 
Energy Management 
Center 

150 students 

 
2.7 Classes & Lectures delivered 
 
2.7.1 International Biodiversity Day – Mr. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer from WWF-India 
was invited to lead a session on ‘Biodiversity Profile of Kerala with special focus on Sasthamkotta 
Lake’ on 22nd May 2012 at Baselios Mathews II College of Engineering 
 
2.7.2 The Senior Education Officer delivered a talk on ‘Water Birds of Kerala’ at Museum 
Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram on 23rd June 2012 in connection with the Annual Induchoodan 
(the pioneer of Ornithology in Kerala, Dr.K.K.Neelakantan) Memorial Workshop organized by 
Warblers and Waders. 
 
2.7.3 Mr. Renjan Mathew, State Director was invited to give a talk on ‘Ecological Footprint and 
Sustainable Development’ for the two day residential camp on Climate Change organized on the 
23 & 24 of August at Pariyaram, Kannur by MCiTRA, Kozhikode. The session had 20 participants 
including students, NGO representatives and others. 
 
2.7.4 Senior Education Officer conducted the interactive session on ‘Biodiversity Conservation 
and Environment Education’ for the participants of the Nature Education Camp i.e. Teacher 
Trainees of the District Institute of Education & Training (DIET), Attingal, conducted by Kerala 
Forests & Wildlife Department at Peppara WLS on 31st October 2012.  
 
2.7.5 The State Director was invited for a special talk on ‘Ecological Footprint and the Kerala 
Scenario’ for the faculty and students of Amrita Viswa Vidyapeedam on 27 November. The 
programme had around 80 participants.  
 
2.7.6 The State Director was invited as the Chief Guest to inaugurate the Quiz Club at the 
Government Law College. An elaborate talk on how our day to day actions impact the nature 
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and environment was delivered and the students were encouraged to take up a sustainable 
lifestyle. About 150 students attended the function. 
 
2.7.7 Mr. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer conducted a quiz competition on the general 
topic of environment for high school students of Thiruvananthapuram in connection with Kerala 
Science Congress held at Kanakakunnu Palace on 29th January 2013.  
 
2.7.8 The State Director was invited to the Seminar on Global Warming and Climate Change – 
Challenges and Opportunities organized by Christ University at Thiruvananthapuram on 22nd 
Feb, 2013 to give a lead talk on ‘Ecological Footprint and Sustainable Development’. Around 40 
participants attended the workshop and there was some very good interaction. 
 
2.8 Participation in Seminars/ Workshops/ Symposiums/ Conferences related to EE 
 
Attended the commemoration of the International Day for Biological Diversity (IBD 2012) 
organized by Kerala State Biodiversity Board at the Museum Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram 
on 22 May, 2012.   
 
2.9 EE Publications 
 
2.9.1 WWF-India Kerala State Office was assigned the task of translation of the posters on 
“Pollution” and “Tree” made by CPREEC, Chennai from English to Malayalam.  
 
2.9.2 WWF-India, Kerala State Office sent out a CD-ROM to the network members containing a 
multimedia presentation on ‘Marine Biodiversity’ prepared on request by Dr.A.Bijukumar, Head 
of the Dept. of Fisheries and Aquatic Biology, University of Kerala.   
 
2.9.3 The Environment Education Division of WWF-India Secretariat has initiated a work to 
translate a ESD publication titled ‘Methodologies for the Future – a guide to develop Education 
for Sustainable Development (ESD)’ into three Indian languages. The translation work into 
Malayalam has been assigned to Kerala State Office. In this regard, the whole text was printed 
and the work was assigned to one of our former Project Officer Ms. Shalini for translation and 
DTP work. The proof reading was carried out by Mr. Jayakumar. The final deigning work will be 
done at Godfrey’s Graphics. Necessary modifications were also made by incorporating the state 
specific case studies, success stories and photographs. The printing will be done in Delhi since no 
printer in Kerala is dealing with Dalum paper. 
 
2.9.4 Kerala State Office brought out another set of 12 exhibition panel boards on the theme 
‘Endemics of the Western Ghats’ in connection with the National Biodiversity Congress and Expo 
held at Thiruvananthapuram from 21st to 30th December 2012. The panel themes include 
endemic fishes, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, trees, shrubs, basic information on 
Western Ghats, Endemism, Threats, WWF-India and Western Ghats 
 
2.10 Other EE Programmes 
 
2.10.1 A half-day ‘Workshop on Climate Change’ was conducted at Govt. Victoria College, 
Palakkad on 19th September 2012 with the participation of around 150 school and college 
students from 7 educational institutions of the district.  



 
2.10.2 Participated in the Tree Walk being organized on various days, usually from 7am in the 
morning, in and around Thiruvananthapuram City targeting various road segments to walk 
along, observe and identify the various avenue trees and understand their biology, fruiting, 
inhabiting animal population etc. 
 
2.10.3 Sunday Bird Walks - WWF-India, Kerala State Office conducted four one-day bird 
watching programmes for the public titled ‘Sunday Bird Walk’ as a preparatory and follow up 
exercise for Kerala Bird Race held annually in connection with Dr.Salim Ali Day, which is a joint 
initiative of Kerala Birder and Yuhina Ecomedia, Mumbai.  
 

Dates in 2012 Site Participants 

8th July Arippa Forests 22 

14th October Bonaccord 33 

28th October Punchakkari 13 

13th November  Kallar - Ponmudi 17 

 
2.10.4 List of Resource Persons in the field of Environment Education in Kerala was compiled 
and sent to Ms. Jayasree, NCERT. 
 
3. PUBLICATIONS 
 
3.1 An article on ‘One Planet Living’ was prepared by the State Director in the Kerala context 
and published in The New Indian Express. 
 
3.2 An article on Earth Hour & Earth Day prepared by the State Director was published in ‘Kerala 
Calling’, the official magazine of Kerala Government published by I&PRD.  
 
3.3 Note on ‘Our Wetland Ecosystems in Peril – Case studies from Kerala’ - This detailed note has 
been prepared and submitted to the Wetlands of India ENVIS Centre under SACON, Coimbatore 
for publishing in their website. 
 
3.4 WWF-India Bookmark design and printing – A bookmark containing details of WWF-India on 
one side and details of Kerala State Office on the other was designed and printed to be 
distributed to seekers who visit our stalls during exhibitions, conferences etc. 
 
3.5 Issues of the bimonthly newsletter ‘Mruthika’ for March – April 2012, May – June 2012, July 
- Aug 2012, Sept-Oct 2012, Nov-Dec 2012 and Jan-Feb 2013 have been published. 
 
3.6 The State Director prepared the ‘Travelogue to Ranthambore TR and Keoladeo NP’ for 
publication in the upcoming issue of PANDA. 
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3.7 Prepared a set of WWF sticker in different colors with the panda logo and various attractive 
captions like ‘Dare to be Different – Go Green’, ‘Save Today for a Safe Tomorrow’, Do Your Bit for 
the Planet – Go Green’, ‘Meet your Needs, Not your Greed’, ‘Be a Warrior for Planet Earth’, ‘Care 
for Nature, Care for People’.  
 
4. INTERNSHIP 
 
4.1 Ms. Sandra Susan Mathew 
She is a student of BA, BSs LLB (Hons) from National University of Juridicial Sciences, Kolkata and 
she underwent her internship from 20 April – 18 May, 2012. During her internship period, she 
has mainly worked on our upcoming project titled ‘Environment Education and Awareness 
through Installation of Information Panels in Shanghumugham’. 
 
4.2 Aneetta Catherine Sebastian & Dona Johny 
They are students of MA International Studies, Stella Maris College, Chennai and they 
underwent their internship from 25 April – 1 June, 2012. During their tenure, they have helped 
in compiling text and images for the exhibition panels being prepared on the theme of 
‘Celebrating 50 years of Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring’ to be used in the environment education, 
awareness and outreach programmes of WWF-India. 
 
4.3 Mr. Jeevan Rajeev 
He is a student of BA, LLB (Hons) from National University of Advanced Legal Studies, Kochi and 
he underwent his internship from 7 May – 5 June, 2012. During his internship period, he has 
mainly worked on developing the ‘WWF Note on Conservation of Lakes and Rivers in Kerala’. 
 
4.4 Ms. Malavika 
She is a student of BE (Hons), Chemical Engineering from BITS Pilani, Goa and she underwent 
her short term internship from 14 – 30 July, 2012. During her internship period, she has mainly 
worked on developing the project proposal titled ‘Development of resource materials on the 
ecological resources and their related issues for school students in Kerala’. 
 
4.5 Mas. Ananthan Nambiar 
He is a school student of Indian origin and studying in Malaysia and he underwent his short term 
internship from 12 – 24 December, 2012. During his internship period, he has mainly worked on 
developing the Children’s Corner for the upcoming five issues of our bimonthly newsletter 
‘Mruthika’, developing an ‘Activity Sheet on Energy Conservation’, preparing the script for our 
upcoming animation documentary on ‘Marine Turtles’. 
 
The internship students, either work in an ongoing project of the State Office, or otherwise, take 
up a task which is relevant to the work of the State Office. On completion of their internship, the 
students are issued a certificate and a ‘Gift Kit’ as a token appreciation of their contribution to 
our work. 
 
5. POLICY AND ADVOCACY LEVEL INTERVENTIONS 
 
5.1 Voice for Marine Turtles  
Mr. Renjan Mathew, State Director gave Interview for Asianet TV Channel and All India Radio on 
Status and issues of marine turtle on 20th April, 2012 



5.2 Solid Waste Management  
An article on the present burning issue of Solid Waste Management written by the State 
Director and published in The Hindu on June 27, 2012 
 
5.3 Conservation of Rivers and Lakes  
The State Director on behalf of WWF-India prepared and presented an official note in the ‘One 
Day Workshop on Conservation of Rivers and Lakes’ organized by Department of Environment 
and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala in association with Pampa Parirakshana Samithi at 
Alappuzha on 5 July, 2012. 
 
5.4 Participation in the ‘Save Nelliyampathy Campaign’  
Senior Education Officer attended the state level discussion meeting on strategies to initiate the 
state wide ‘Save Nelliyampathy Campaign’ held at YMCA Hall, Thiruvananthapuram on 21st July 
2012 and in the dharna in the evening.  

 
5.5 Article on Pollution Testing Centres  
The State Director, based on a survey and assessment conducted by one of the intern students, 
has made an article on the present status of pollution testing stations and how much they are 
effective in controlling vehicular pollution. The story was carried in The New Indian Express on 
6th August, 2012. 

 
5.6 Article on Pipe Composting  
The State Director, based on real time experience and observations, has made an article on the 
haphazard manner of implementing Pipe Composting Units as solution to the present Solid 
Waste Management issue in Thiruvananthapuram. The story was carried in The New Indian 
Express on 8th August, 2012. 

 
5.7 Kerala Paristhithi Sammelanam  
The State Director attended the workshop on 3rd Sept and actively participated in the 
discussions and deliberations on opposing the State Governments move to reclaim paddy fields 
and wetlands for development projects in the upcoming ‘Emerging Kerala’ mega event. 
 
5.8 State Action Plan on Climate Change  
On behalf of the Government of Kerala, the Department of Environment and Climate Change 
has come out with the State Action Plan on Climate Change. This was sent to us for feedback 
and remarks. A one day workshop was organized to discuss on the same. The State Director 
attended the workshop and contributed in the discussions and deliberations.   
 
5.9 Pollution Mitigation of Vembanad Lake  
In the background of our project ‘Development of Sustainable Livelihood Security Index for the 
Ramsar Site (Vembanad) of Kerala, WWF-India was invited to be part of the ‘Workshop on 
building partnerships for mitigating pollution in Vembanad Lake’ organsied by Port Department 
at Waterscapes, Kumarakam. The State Director attended the workshop and actively 
contributed in the discussions.  

 
 
 
 



5.10 Article on ‘Illuminating the Dark Spots’ in The New Indian Express  
TRAFFIC has recently released a report ‘Illuminating the Blind Spot: Illegal trade in Leopard parts 
in India’. The press release and the report were shared with media friends and a good article on 
the report was carried by The New Indian Express. 
  
5.11 Review of the proposed Vizhinjam International Seaport  
The proposal to construct the Vizhinjam International Seaport is one of the most controversial 
project pushed forward by Govt. of Kerala and opposed by the Church, fishermen community, 
fisheries and marine scientists and the hotel and resort operators in and around Vizhinjam. The 
Marine Programme of WWF-India in association with the Kerala State Office has been doing the 
necessary follow-up on the various developments on this project from the various sectors and 
also proposed to hold an open forum to hear both parties and to carry out an evaluation on the 
technical/ environmental/ socio-economic/ financial viability of the proposed project. 
 
5.12 CDs on Environment in the Indian Parliament 
The ENVIS Centre in WWF-India has prepared a CD on the above subject. Multiple copies of the 
same were requested for and dispatched to renowned environmentalists and conservationists in 
the State, who can really use the information for their policy and advocacy related work. 
 
5.13 Appeal for Plastic Free ‘Attukal Pongala’ 
Attukal is a very famous temple in Trivandrum and Attukal Pongala is a ritual held every year 
where around 30-35 lakh women from different parts of the State, country and even abroad 
come to Trivandrum to offer prayers and make special kheer for the deity. On that particular 
day, Trivandrum City comes to a stand still as all these devotees make stoves on the road and 
prepare kheer. Usually the devotees are served food, water and other refreshments in plastic 
cups and plates. The waste generated from this day’s mega event is a big headache for the 
Corporation and the City turns into a bed of plastic by evening. In many places, they are swept 
together in the cover of night and burned. Hence for this year, WWF drafted an appeal to the 
Chief Minister with copy to all other relevant Ministers, Government Officers, Corporation 
Mayor and staff, and all others involved to use only paper cups and plates. The same was 
circulated in the media also. The media gave good coverage of the appeal and this year we could 
see a marked change in the City. In early years, of the total use of cups and plates 80% used to 
be plastic and 20% paper. But for this year, it went the other way around – 80 or 90% of the 
waste was paper plates and cups and only 10% was plastic. We plan to expand on this in the 
next years and make Attukal Pongala 100% plastic free.    
 
6. SALES/ FUND RAISING 
 
6.1 Seasonal Products 
For seasonal products, the probable customers are the corporates and businesses. An 
exhaustive list of emails has been prepared and the soft copy of the Conservation Products 
2012-13 Catalogue was sent to all prospective customers through email. For the previous years 
customers, personalized letters were prepared and attached along with the hard copy of the 
catalogue and hand delivered or sent through post or courier. Personal follow-up was done 
through phone and email. For all the new contacts, catalogue in hard copy was made available.  
 
 
 



6.2 Non-seasonal products 
For non-seasonal products, the probable customers are the various divisions under the Kerala 
Forests and Wildlife Department. A printout of the WWF-India Corporate Gifts Catalogue was 
taken, necessary copies made and along with a personalized covering letter, was dispatched to 
all the Divisional Forest Officers. Thorough follow-up efforts were made over phone and mail to 
promote the sales of non-seasonal products of WWF-India, mainly through the KFD and also 
through other probable customers. 
 
7. PROPOSALS PREPARED AND SUBMITTED 
 
7.1 Prepared proposal on ‘Environmental Racism – A Case Study in Thiruvananthapuram’ and 
submitted for approval and funding to the Global Development Network (GDN). 
 
7.2 Concept note on ‘Development of Handbook on Environmental Laws and Legislations in 
Malayalam’ prepared and sent to Director, Kerala Institute of Local Administration, Thrissur. 
 
7.3 Project proposal titled ‘Be a Carbon Smart Indian – the Climate Challenge Campaign’ 
prepared and submitted to Department of Environment and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala. 

 
7.4 Concept note on ‘Development of Signages and Sign boards for the Museum & Zoo 
Compound’ prepared and sent to the Department of Museum and Zoos 
 
7.5 DST has requested us to revise the technical and financial proposal submitted earlier titled 
‘Women Stakeholders of Ashtamudi and Improvement of their Livelihoods through S&T inputs’. 
In this regard, discussions were held with Mr. Vinod, Senior Co-ordinator, Marine Programme 
and the necessary inputs were taken and the revised project proposal was submitted.  

 
7.6 Based on the call for proposals under the Environmental Research Programme of MoEF, a 
project proposal titled ‘Midland Laterite Quarrying along the northern districts of Kerala and its 
environmental impacts’ has been prepared and submitted.   
 
7.7 Every year we observe Salim Ali Day with bird watching and other relevant awareness 
programmes targeting various sections of the society. The technical and financial proposal in 
this regard has been prepared and submitted to Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department for 
approval and funding.  

 
7.8 Kerala State Office prepared and submitted a proposal for conducting the ‘Beach Cleanup 
Campaign and the Installation of Litter Bins in Shanghumugham Beach as part of the 
International Coastal Cleanup Day 2012’ under the newly announced State Environment 
Awareness Campaign. The proposal was submitted to Department of Environment & Climate 
Change for approval. Necessary intimation on the same was circulated to all possible Nature 
Clubs in the various schools and colleges associated with us to submit proposals as per the 
guidelines.  

  
7.9 In the background of the success of Cities for Forest Campaign in 2011-12, the State Office 
prepared and submitted a proposal to the PCCF & HoFF, Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department 
for possible funding.  

 



8. SEMINARS/ WORKSHOPS/ CONFERENCES/ MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 
8.1 Second Indian Biodiversity Congress 2012 at Bangalore  
The State Director attended the Second IBC 2012 at Bangalore and delivered a multimedia 
presentation on our work ‘Development of SLSI for the largest wetland of the Western Ghats – 
Vembanad of Kerala’. The work and presentation was very well received by the participants 
which was very evident from the many interactions through questions and clarifications. 
 
8.2 National Biodiversity Congress 2012 at Thiruvananthapuram 
The Kerala State Biodiversity Board in association with the National Biodiversity Authority and 
others organized the NBC 2012. The NBC Expo was from 21 – 30 Dec in which WWF-India was 
given two stalls free of charge and we put up a beautiful exhibition with 12 panels on Endemics 
of the Western Ghats and 12 panels on Dark Future. Sales stall was also put up to promote sale 
of our paper and non-paper products. The State Director attended the NBC Conference and 
presented a paper on ‘Status, threats and issues of Marine Turtles along the Kerala Coast’. The 
Senior Education Officer was the Quiz Master for the Children’s Ecological Congress.        
 
9. STALLS IN EXHIBITIONS 
 
9.1 Exhibition at St. Thomas School 
As part of their Annual Clubs Conclave, an exhibition was arranged at St. Thomas School, 
Mukkola, Thiruvananthapuram. The exhibition was mainly for the state syllabus classes and it 
was visited by students of all the classes and well received.   
 
9.2 Exhibition and Sales stall at Kerala Science Congress from 28 Jan – 3 Feb, 2013 
It is the 25th year of the Kerala Science Congress being organized by the Kerala State Council for 
Science, Technology and the Environment. This year the event was organized in 
Thiruvananthapuram under the hosting of JNTBGRI. WWF was given an exhibition cum sale stall. 
The expo attracted a lot of people in the City. Our stall also received good response. We did 
good sales and also developed a lot of new contacts and had maximum interaction with the 
public.  
 
9.3 Community Empathy Outreach Fair at Infosys, Thiruvananthapuram  
A promotion stall of WWF-India was set up at the campus of Infosys, Thiruvananthapuram on 
16th August as part of their Community Empathy Outreach Fair. WWF-India’s programme areas, 
activities, merchandise etc were projected at the venue for better understanding of the 
employees of Infosys to take up sabbatical programmes with NGOs. 
 
10. TRAININGS ATTENDED 

 
10.1 State Director attended the workshop on ‘FOSS GIS for Natural Resource Management’ 
organized by Department of Geology, University of Kerala at the Karyavattam Campus on 11th 
April, 2012   
 
10.2 Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer attend a single day workshop on ‘Rethinking 
Conservation Education – Beyond tree planting and painting competitions’ on 11th August which 
was a ‘Biodiversity Asia 2012’ post-conference workshop organised by Conservation Network at 
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. The workshop was attended by around 60 delegates from 



various departments, organisations and agencies in the field of conservation. The workshop 
discussed in detail about the new areas of environment / conservation Education to bring out 
more effective results. 
 
10.3 Three days Management Development Programme attended by State Director in B’lore 
from 17-19 Oct, 2012 
 
10.4 The State Director attended the NGO Management Development Workshop organized by 
Social Service Group of IIM, Kozhikode on 3rd Feb, 2013. The workshop was very useful in 
sharpening the knowledge and skills on project management, strategic management, HR 
management and organizational culture and structure. 

 
10.5 State Director and Senior Education Officer attended the three day ESD Capacity Building 
Workshop at Ranthambhore National Park, Rajasthan from 26-28th April 2012. 
 
10.6 A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer attended a Three day Capacity building Workshop 
on Freshwater Biodiversity Conservation organized by Zoo Outreach Organisation (ZOO) as part 
of CEPF at Coimbatore from 25th to 27th February 2013. The workshop was highly interactive and 
helpful for capacity building on the theme and to form a new network of conservation educators 
across the country that will be useful for future programmes. 
 
11. OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 
11.1 Assistance to Ms. Laura Berkel on making documentary on Vava Suresh (Snake Rescuer) 
from 17th – 19th April, 2012 
 
11.2 Wildlife mortality reports to TRAFFIC – Based on the timely available information regarding 
mortality of any major wildlife in the State, the wildlife mortality reports in the prescribed 
format was prepared and sent to TRAFFIC in WWF-India Secretariat.    
 
11.3 State Director being a NGO Member attended the CAMPA Executive Committee Meeting at 
the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department HQ on 23 May, 2012. 
 
11.4 A detailed photo presentation of the various projects, programmes and initiatives of WWF-
India, Kerala State Office was prepared as a multimedia presentation and printed and compiled 
into a book to convey the message of our mission and work to others. This will be very useful in 
our future education and outreach programmes 
 
11.5 Full updation of KLSO programmes on the WWF-India website 
 
12. PARTNERSHIP 
Due to the good work that we have been doing, the effective communication and networking, 
over the recent months, we have been getting a lot of queries on partnering/ volunteering with 
WWF. We have been doing regular communication with the interested candidates. Many of 
them from across the States have helped us in taking up local conservation initiatives, like 
projects for conservation of species and habitat, address local environmentally sensitive issues, 
organize workshops, trainings and seminars etc. This approach has helped us over the years to 
establish our visibility as a lead conservation organization, make local rapport. 



National Biodiversity Congress 

Exhibition cum Sales Stall of WWF‐India in National Biodiversity Congress 

Exhibition stall at Infosys  Exhibition cum Sales Stall of WWF‐India  
in Kerala Science Congress 



MEDIA CLIPPINGS 
 
See next pages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Renjan Mathew Varghese 
(State Director) 
 
98472 87725/ renjanmv@wwfindia.net 
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