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CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
 

DIPLOMA IN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
The Centre for Environmental Law (CEL) was established in 1993 as an integral part of the 
WWF-India. CEL is a unique institution, combining research, education, training initiative 
with legal activism.  It is the only institution of its kind in the country and perhaps in the 
region as well.  It has the support of the Government of India and various national and 
international organizations including multilateral funding agencies. Apart from handling and 
furthering WWF-India’s conservation work involving policy analysis, campaigns and legal 
interventions on environmental issues, CEL serves as a resource centre for environmental 
law teaching and research in the national context and hopes to fulfill a larger role for the 
developing world.  
 
Each year, since inception in 1993, the diploma Programme has attracted participants with a 
variety of professional backgrounds: judges, lawyers, journalists, academicians, civil 
servants, chartered accountants, architects, environmental professionals and others from 
diversified fields. The hallmark of CEL’s diploma programme   has been convenient, quick 
environmental law for those who are seeking to enrich their professional knowledge So far, 
310 candidates have received ‘Diploma in Environmental Law’ from WWF-India.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An important feature of CEL’s educational activities is the Diploma Programme in 
Environmental Law. It was introduced in 1993 to provide an in-depth exposure to 
participants on issues, institutions and initiatives in the field of environmental law and policy.  
It covers national environmental law and policy, developments in the South Asian region and 
an overview of international environmental law with an emphasis on select international 
environmental agreements.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

♦ Increase understanding on key issues related to National Environmental Law & 
Policies 

♦ Develop knowledge on the International Legal & Policy context on thematic issues 
related to environment 

♦ Enhancing skills on legal interventions for environment protection 

♦ Promote networking and sharing of experiences among participants to actively 
contribute towards conservation 

 
PARTICIPANTS 
The diploma Programme provides opportunities for law graduates and professionals to 
enrich their understanding of environmental law. Law graduates, Legal practitioners, 
Environmental professionals, Media and NGO Personnel seeking to enrich their professional 
knowledge are encouraged to apply.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FACULTY AND PEDAGOGY 
The course methodology will comprise of a mixture of teaching & learning methods, 
lectures/interactive sessions, group discussions, presentations, stimulation exercises, a term 
paper and a field trip. The course faculty would be from CEL, WWF-India, legal practitioners, 
from civil sector, academicians and Government sector. All of whom are carefully selected to 
bring in rich experience.  
 
 
 

                              
Thirteenth Diploma Batch on occasion of Convocation and Green Law Lecture 

 
GREEN LAW LECTURE 
Each year Centre for Environmental Law, WWF-India invites a ‘Distinguished Speaker’ to 
share their experiences in the form of the ‘Green Law Lectures’ which is compiled and 
disseminated. 
 
DURATION AND TIMINGS 
The Fourteenth Diploma Programme will commence from  
4 December 2006. Classes will be held in WWF office thrice a week from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. It 
is essential for a student to have at least 60% attendance (including field trip) to fulfill his/her 
eligibility for award of the diploma. 
 
SELECTION 
Candidates for fourteenth batch would be selected on the basis of personal or telephonic 
interviews on 24th November. Admissions will be offered on the basis of academic 
qualifications, experience and performance in the interview.  
 
FEES 
The course fee of Rs. 15,500/- in cash or by demand draft in favour of “WWF-India” 
payable at New Delhi should be paid during admission. This covers tuition fee, cost of 
course material and field trip. No stipend/scholarship/TA/DA will be paid to the participants  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
for pursuing the course. Outstation candidates will have to bear their own travel, lodging, 
boarding and other expenses.  
 
LAST DATE FOR RECEIVING APPLICATIONS 
Interested candidates should apply in the prescribed form available at CEL, WWF-India 
along with photocopies of testimonials etc. on or before 15th November 2006. Application 
forms can also be downloaded from WWF-India website (www.wwfindia.org).  
 
KEY TOPICS TO BE COVERED 
I Introduction to Environmental Law and Policy  

1. Concept of Law & Policy  
2. Environmental Justice, Equity and Governance 
3. Environmental Law and the Indian Constitution 
4. Integrating Environment and Sustainable Development into Policy and Law 

making 
5. Environmental Law in the Global Context 
6. Introduction to other major International Laws Related to the  
         Environment 

 
II Policy and Legal Trends in Biodiversity Conservation   

1. Convention on Biodiversity and the Biosafety Protocol 
2. National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
3. Intellectual Property Rights Regime 

  
III Legal and Policy Frameworks related to Forest and Wildlife  Conservation                 

1. Introduction to National Conservation Laws and Policies 
2. Joint Forest Management 
3. Role of International Law in Wildlife and Habitat Conservation 

    
IV Natural Resource Access, Tenure and Property Rights Regimes 

1. Land and Resource Tenure Systems 
2. Issues related to recognizing, recording and conflicts on rights 
3. Key Laws/ Policies linked to settlement of land/resource rights  

 
V National Legal/Policy Frameworks on the Environment 
 1.    Pollution Abatement 
 2.    Waste Management 
 3.    Water Resources 
 
VI Role of the Judiciary in Conservation in India 

1. Judicial Trends in Conservation 
2. Public Interest Litigation in India 

 
VII Trade and Environment  

1. Background of Trade and Environment 
2. WTO Agreements and its relevance to Multilateral Environmental Agreements 
3. WTO and Dispute Settlement 

  
 



 

 
 
          
 
                                                                                                                                

 
 

ABOUT WWF-India 
 

“The promotion of nature conservation and environmental 

protection as the basis for sustainable and equitable 

development.”                      
                                                     WWF-India’s mission statement 

 
 
The WWF-India (Formerly known as World Wide Fund for Nature-India) is the country’s 
premier conservation organisation committed to nature conservation and environmental 
protection. 
 
The organisation has its Secretariat in Delhi and a network of branches across the country. 
It is also among the 26 independent WWF National Organizations. India was the first in Asia 
and in the developing world to establish the WWF National Organisation in 1969. It was 
registered, as a Public Charitable Trust in 1970. 
 
WWF-India, started as a modest wildlife conservation organisation with a focus on protecting 
particular species of wild fauna. Over the years, the perspective broadened to encompass 
conservation of habitats, ecosystem and support to the management of the country’s 
protected areas network.  
 
 
 
 


