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FOREWORD
From WWF India’s  

Environment, Education Desk

The charismatic and colourful world of Odonata 
has enthralled us for ages. They are a pleasure to 

watch, and their dramatic common names add fun to 
the identification. 

The Dragonfly Festival started in 2018 to demystify 
Dragonflies and Damselflies and celebrate their impor-
tance. The Festival aims to connect citizens with these 
fascinating creatures to support the conservation of 
these species and their habitats. 

In the past 3 editions, the Festival has engaged more 
than 9000 individuals through on-ground counts, expert 
sessions, fun resources and competitions. 

Till 2019, the Festival conducted on-ground identification, 
but in 2020 it was led digitally. We, along with our 
partners - Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) and 
Indian Dragonfly Society (IDS) and NBA UNEP, UNDP, 
IUCN-CEC and other state-level organisations engaged 
over 7900 individuals across 10 states.

In Kerala, we joined hands with the Society for Odonate 
Studies and Thumbipuranam, who conducted the 
festival and named it “Thumbimaholtsavam 2020”. I also 
appreciate the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department 
and Kerala State Biodiversity Board for their support. 

This report captures the Thumbimaholtsavam 2020 - 
Kerala in its entire length and breadth. I hope you enjoy 
reading the report, and it inspires you to be part of our 
Dragonfly Festival 2021.

Radhika Suri,  
Director, Education, WWF India
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FOREWORD
From the State Director’s Desk

As part of WWF’s mission of nature conservation and 
environment protection, we do a lot of education, 

awareness and outreach programs under the banner of 
Environment Education. Biodiversity Festivals is one 
among them. Few years back we initiated the Dragonfly 
Festival in Delhi for creating more awareness on the lesser-
known Dragonflies & Damselflies. Last year, the program 
went national with many states participating under the co-
ordination of the State Offices.

Proud to say that WWF India Kerala State Office was the 
most prominent implementer of the Dragonfly Festival 
across the State with Society for Odonate Studies as the 
Technical Partner and Thumbipuranam as the Media 
Partner.

Under the banner of Dragonfly Festival 2020-21 (named as 
Thumbimaholtsavam in Kerala), we organised State Launch, 
Training of Trainers, Webinars, Expert Talks, Backyard 
Odonata Watch, Odonata Photography Competition etc. 

Among the other participating states in India, it was only 
in Kerala, that we could organise Webinars for Field Staff 
of Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department at the Circle-level. 

As we come to Dragonfly Festival 2021, it is with great joy 
that we put out this report on Thumbimaholtsavam 2020 
in Kerala. Happy reading. Pls come back to us if you would 
like to become part of the festival this year, or would like 
to partner with WWF in our mission in other ways through 
our projects and programs.

Renjan Mathew Varghese 
State Director (Kerala), WWF India
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FOREWORD
From the Implementation Partner’s Desk

Odonates, more popularly known as Dragonflies and 
Damselflies, are some of the most attractive organisms 

on earth. They are regarded as the symbol of the triumph of 
insects over land and skies. Being primarily aquatic insects, 
they are amongst the best ecological indicators of wetland 
health.  Even though India is rich in Odonata fauna, natural 
history and ecology of many of the species are yet to be 
known.

This vacuum of knowledge on Odonata is largely due to the 
lack of awareness among the general public.  Concentrated 
efforts are required to popularize Odonata so that better 
understanding of these creatures can be achieved. Thanks 
to the relentless efforts of Society for Odonate Studies 
(SOS), recently there is a surge of interest in Odonata 
among young naturalists and wildlife enthusiasts in Kerala. 
SOS joined hands with WWF-INDIA and our digital wing 
Thumbipuranam for ‘Thumbimaholtsavam’ so that the 
glorious tales of our ‘thumbies’ would reach far and wide. 
By disseminating knowledge of these wonderful insects, 
we can engage more and more people and ensure their 
conservation.

Jeevan Jose 
President, Society for Odonate Studies
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DRAGONFLY FESTIVAL 2020 - 
“Thumbimaholtsavam”

WWF India has been organizing the dragonfly 
festival on a national level for the past couple 
of years in association with Bombay Natural 
History Society, IDS, NBA, UNEP, UNDP, IUCN-
CEC. WWF India, Kerala State Office joined 
hands with Society for Odonate Studies (SOS) 
and Thumbipuranam to organize the first-ever 
Dragonfly Festival in Kerala. The festival was 
named Thumbimaholtsavam in Kerala. 

Thumbimaholtsavam was formally inaugurated 
by Dr. K.A. Subramanian, Officer-in-Charge, 
Southern Regional Centre, Zoological Survey 
of India, Chennai on August 15, 2020. He also 
unveiled the mascot of Thumbimaholtsavam, 
“Pantalu.” Nikhil John, Renjan Mathew Varghese 
and A.K Sivakumar (WWF), Sujith V Gopalan 
(SOS), and Jeffin John (Thumbipuranam) 
spoke on the occasion representing the various 
participating organizations.
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Dragonflies and Damselflies 
Dragonflies and damselflies — collectively called odonates — are 
among some of the oldest winged insect group on Earth. They have 
been around for 250 million years. There are over 6,000 species 
of Odonata on the planet, and most of them depend on freshwater 
habitats. India has over 500 species, with the greatest diversity in the 
Western Ghats and Northeast India. 196 species in 14 families and 83 
genera are known from the Western Ghats. Of this, 175 species are 
reported from Kerala.

Dragonflies and damselflies from the nymph stage to the adult stage, 
the dragonfly has a significant, positive ecological impact. Being 
predators both at larval and adult stages, they play a significant role in 
the wetland food chain. Adult odonates feed on mosquitoes, blackflies 
and other blood-sucking flies and act as an important biocontrol 
agent for these harmful insects. They play ecological roles not only as 
predators but also as prey of birds, frogs and other creatures.

Since odonates have well-known habitat requirements (fresh water 
ecosystems that vary from coastlines to tropical rain forests) and are 
easily identifiable, they are one of the best indicators of ecosystem 
quality and biodiversity. Many studies show that dragonflies are 
sensitive not only to the quality of the wetland, but also to major 
landscape changes, especially changes in the riparian zone.

Major threats to Western Ghats Odonates, according to the IUCN, 
have been identified as agriculture, urban development and water 
pollution. Large scale habitat alterations such as damming, channel 
diversion and sand mining are also seriously threatening the habitat 
of survival of these species.

We need to form long term conservation initiatives for these lesser 
known by significant species in order to protect our environment. 
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The Globe Skimmer (Pantala flavescens) is a globally 
widespread species of dragonfly. Migrations of these 

dragonflies are noted on all continents (except Antarctica), over 
both land and the oceans. One such migration route is from 
Africa to India and back with the help of the monsoon winds.

The huge numbers and migratory behavior make them one 
of the most noticed species of dragonfly, which steered many 
naturalists to look into Odonates seriously. They also play a 
crucial role in the ecosystem by controlling pests in farmlands 
and acting as a vital food source for many organisms.

Pantalu is the mascot version of the Globe Skimmer. 
The name ‘Pantalu’ was derived from its scientific name 
Pantala flavescens. It was selected as the official mascot for 
Thumbimaholtsavam-2020 to honor them for their important 
role in the ecosystem and inspiring generations of naturalists. 
The mascot was designed by Harikrishnan S, Thumbipuranam.

Designed by Harikrishnana S, Thumbipuranam
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Webinars under the banner “Know Your Dragons” were organized for 
Students and Teachers of various colleges and universities as part of 
Thumbimaholtsavam. Photography competition, the backyard Odonata 
watch, etc were also the other events which were included in the program.

Webinars for Selected Volunteers:
Initially, 5 webinars were conducted for selected Odonata enthusiasts. 
The training was of intermediate level and participants with some basic 
understanding of Odonates were selected. The 4 sessions taken were (1) 
introduction to Odonata (2) taxonomy and identification, (3) evolution 
and ecology, and (4) behavior of Odonata.

The first of the webinar on Introduction to Odonata which was conducted 
on 28-08-2020 by Sri David Raju. Sri Vivek Chandran A presented 
taxonomy and identification of Odonata on 28-08-2020 and 29-08-2020. 
Evolution and Ecology of Odonates were presented by Sujith V Gopalan 
on 04-09-2020. 

Finally, the behavior of the Odonata was covered by Sri Balachandran V 
on 05-09-2020.

On 26-09-2021, eminent Odonata Larval Expert, Prof. Prosenjit Dawn, 
gave an expert talk about the larval stages of Odonata. The title of the 
presentation was “Dragons Under Water – The Aquatic Life of Odonates.”
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Webinars for College Teachers and Students
“Know Your Dragons” Webinars were organized at the following 
institutions as part of Thumbimaholtsavam.

• MG College, Thiruvananthapuram, on 08-09-2020 Presented 
by Balachandran V & Sujith V Gopalan (70 Participants) 

• SreeAyyappa College, Chengannur, Alappuzha on 22-12-2020, 
presented by Vivek Chandran

• Sree Narayana College, Kollam on 23-12-2020, Presented by 
Sujith V Gopalan and Vivek Chandran

• SNGCAS, Chembazhanthy on 26-12-2020 presented by 
Balachandran V and Govind Girija

• Kerala Agricultural University on 07-01-2021 presented by 
Vivek Chandran and Sujith V Gopalan (49 Participants) 

• Christian College, Chengannur, Alappuzha presented by 
Balachandran V.

• Department of Zoology, Mananthavady Campus, Kannur 
University, On 30-01-2021 by Balachandran V and Sujith V 
Gopalan (84 Participants)
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Training Program for Kerala State Biodiversity Board
Webinars were conducted for the district coordinators and other 
officials of the Kerala State Biodiversity Board. It was organized as 
three separate webinars for South Zone (19-02-2021), Central Zone 
(20-02-2021), and North Zone (22-02-2021). For each zone, sessions 
on Evolution and Behavior of Odonata (led by Sri Balachandran V ), 
Ecology and Conservation of Odonata (lead by Sri Sujith V Gopalan), 
and Introduction to Common Odonata (Sri Vivek Chandran A) were 
held. 90 participants attended this program. 

Training Program for Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department:
Training program was organized for the field staff of the Kerala Forests 
and Wildlife Department. It was inaugurated on 23-02-2021 by Sri 
Surendrakumar IFS, PCCF (WL), CWW, Kerala. The inaugural session 
was graced by the presence of Sri BN Anjan Kumar IFS, CF (WL), & TA 
to PCCF (WL) & CWW, Kerala; MsRadhika Suri, Director, Environment 
Education, WWF-India; Sri Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director 
(Kerala), WWF-India; and Sri Balachandran V, Executive Member, SOS.

Dr. K. A. Subramanian, delivered the keynote address on “Significance 
of Lesser-Known Odonates”. Following which Sri Sujith V Gopalan 
spoke about the “Role of Odonates in Park Management.”
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The training modules included Introduction to Odonata, Odonates of Kerala, and 
Ecology and Conservation of Odonata. Three separate sessions were organized for the 
officials of South Circle (24-02-2021), Central Circle (25-02-2021), and Northern Circle 
(26-02-2021) so that maximum participants could be accommodated. The sessions 
and the instructors were as follows: Introduction to Odonata by Sri Balachandran V, 
Odonates of Kerala by Sri Vivek Chandran, Ecology and Conservation of Odonata by 
Sri Sujith V Gopalan.A total of 476 staff participated from the department.

For each zone an inaugural program was conducted which included a welcome note, 
an introduction to the program and an inaugural address followed by the expert talk 
and vote of thanks. The welcome address to the southern circle was done by Sri J 
R Anil, Wildlife Wardern, Thiruvananthapuram, about the program by Sri Renjan 
Mathew Varghese, State Director (Kerala), WWF-INDIA and the inaugural address 
by Dr. R. Adalarasan IFS, CF(Wildlife), ABP circle. 

The Central Circle welcome note was delivered Ms Silpa V Kumar, IFS, DFO, Thrissur, 
about the program by Sri Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director (Kerala), WWF-
INDIA and the inaugural address by Sri Georgi P Mathachen. IFS, CCF, High Range 
Circle. 

Welcome address for Northern Circle was delivered by Sri Ajayghosh. V, Asst Wildlife 
Warden, Silent Valley National Park, about the program by Sri Renjan Mathew 
Varghese, State Director (Kerala), WWF-INDIA and the inaugural address by Sri K. 
Manoj. TA to CCF, Eastern Circle, Palakkad.
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Backyard Odonata Count (#thumbi2020):
As part of Thumbimaholtsavam, a backyard Odonata count was 
organized. This event was implemented through the “Dragonflies 
of Kerala” Facebook Group.  Participants were instructed to share 
photographs with the hashtag #thumbi2020 along with the date 
and place of observation. The event started on August 15, 2020 
and ran till October 31, 2020. All the observations which came 
under the hashtag #thumbi2020 were compiled in a google 
spreadsheet. 2281 observations were recorded during the 62 days 
of backyard count. As many as 112 participants took part in the 
event and 118 species were documented. Sri VibhuVipanchika 
from Kannur documented 79 species followed by Sri Muhammed 
Haneef (62 species) and Sri Muneer Tholpetty (59 species). The 
top 15 contributors were felicitated.

14



15



16



17



Photography Contest:
The photography contest was organized under three themes viz; “Odonates 
in their Habitats”, “Macro” and “Dragons and Damsels”. The contest was 
held for both DSLR camera and mobile photography categories.

The photos were evaluated by a judging panel consisting of Sri Jeevan 
Jose, Sri David Raju and Sri Biju P B. The winners were given a Panthalu 
memento, WWF volunteer T shirts and caps.
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The winners for the theme #1, “Odonates in their Habitats”, 
in the DSLR camera category were Sri. Nidheesh K.B (1st 
Prize), Sri. Krishnanunni TS (2ndPrize), and Ms. Mridula S 
(3rd prize). Winners in the mobile category for this theme 
were Sri. Subin K.S (1stPrize), Ms. Aamina Ismail (2nd 
Prize), and Sri Jayakrishnan S (3rdPrize).
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For the second theme Macro, the winners in the DSLR camera 
category were Sri Avinash PC (1st Prize), Sri Thomson Saburaj 
(2nd Prize), and Sri Jayakrishnan S (3rdPrize). 
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In the mobile category, the winners were Sri Rajeev P.R 
(1stPrize), Ms. Aiswarya A (2nd Prize), and Ms Jyothi Roy 
(3rdPrize).
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For the third theme Dragons and Damsels, the winners in the 
DSLR camera category were Sri Brayan B Paul (1st Prize), Sri PC 
(2nd Prize), and Ms Anjana Padmesh (3rdPrize). 
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In the mobile category, the winners were Ms 
Haritha M (1st Prize), Ms Akshara Madhu (2nd 
Prize), and Ms Archana PS (3rd Prize).
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Press coverage 
Regular press coverages were given in major print 
mediaduring the conduct of the Dragonfly Festival, 
Thumbimaholtsavam, in Kerala. 
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EXPERTS

Balachandran V

Balachandran is an amateur naturalist and an executive 
member of the Society for Odonate Studies (SOS). He 
has scripted for several wildlife documentaries and has 
authored articles on travel and nature conservation.

Sujith V Gopalan

Sujith is an executive member of the SOS and a 
researcher who advocates conservation action plans 
based on lesser faunal groups. As part of the awareness 
campaign he has conducted many talks, written articles, 
book and brochures. Sujith also has many scientific 
publications to his credit. He has volunteered, designed, 
and led many citizen science campaigns through SOS, 
WWF, and other NGOs.

Vivek Chandran A

Vivek is a birdwatcher turned odonate researcher and 
an executive member of the SOS. He gives talks and 
writes popular articles to communicate his research 
findings to a wide audience. A strong supporter of 
citizen science initiatives, he aspires to act as a bridge 
between scientists and enthusiasts to document 
biodiversity and take conservation action.

Govind Girija

Govind is a nature enthusiast. He is fond of odonates, 
birds and amphibians and is very much into conservation 
outreach programs. Govind is a member of Society for 
Odonate Studies and also an active volunteer of WWF
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To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature.

www.panda.org


