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India

People across the country are educating 
themselves about nature loss, and their 
concern for nature has encouraged 
them to show support on social media 
and through petitions and donations. 
Decision-makers are starting to react 
to demand, putting policies in place to 
protect the natural world.

Population: 1.3bn1

GDP: $2.8trn2

Percentage of population using the 
internet: 34%3

Number of social media users: 324m4

Yale Environmental Performance 
Index – Biodiversity & Habitat Ranking: 
148/1805

Awareness, engagement and action  
for nature, 2016–2020
 
•  Concern about the loss of animal and  

plant species increased from 82% to 90%. 
•  The popularity of Google searches  

relating to nature loss and  
biodiversity grew by 190%.

•  The volume of nature-loss and 
biodiversity-related Tweets grew by  
a staggering 550%, from 232,020 in  
2016 to 1.5m in 2020. 

•  Avaaz received 480,000 signatures 
and 3,400 donations supporting nature 
campaigns from people in India.

•  News coverage about nature loss and 
biodiversity has increased by 26%,  
from 133,888 articles in 2016 to  
168,556 articles in 2020. 

1 https://data.worldbank.org/country/india 
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
4 https://napoleoncat.com/stats/social-media-users-in-india/2020/01 
5 https://epi.yale.edu/epi-results/2020/component/bdh 
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Growing concern
% of respondents who indicated the loss of 
animal and plant species is a serious global 
concern (Sub-Saharan Africa)
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Recent actions by civil society  
and key decision-makers

In October 2020 the Maharashtra State 
Government pledged to declare a densely 
forested area within Mumbai (the Aarey 
Colony) a reserved forest.6 The decision to 
protect the area, which is rich in biodiversity, 
came as a result of tireless advocacy work 
by activists, communities, students and 
Mumbai residents, as well as celebrity 
influencers who participated in a highly 
publicised social media campaign.

In the same year India’s current government, 
proposed changes to the country’s 
Environmental Impact Assessments process. 
A draft policy to protect land, water, forests 

6 https://www.hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/maharashtra-officially-declares-328-9-hectare-reserved-
forest-at-aarey-colony-in-mumbai/story-WfzJDKJliRQPQEOkoDQ2DJ.html 
7 https://www.commonwealthroundtable.co.uk/commonwealth/eurasia/india/modi-six-years-and-the-
environment/ 
8 Nielsen (2018)

and other ecosystems from damage caused by 
industrial, mining and infrastructure projects 
was issued “to create a healthy balance 
between sustainability and development”.7

Consumer demand for sustainable products 
in India is relatively low compared with other 
countries. That said, the tide is starting to 
turn. According to the Science Based Targets 
Initiative, India is the emerging economy with 
the largest number of companies committed 
to implementing Science Based Targets, which 
are designed to reduce the impact of business 
on the environment. Twenty-five companies 
in India had signed up to the scheme in 2018, 
and that number rose to 38 the following year. 
Additionally, organic product sales have grown 
by 13% since 2018.8

News media coverage
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