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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK 

It gives me immense pleasure to present to you the Annual Report of WWF-India Kerala State 
Office for 2013-14. With a very small team, the limited resources available and in the given 
timeframe, we have been able to go a long way in living out the mission of WWF in the State.  
Some of the projects and programmes that we designed and implemented in the last year were 
unique and really stands out among other such initiatives, namely the study on ‘Kerala Going 
100% Renewable Energy by 2050’, the review and assessment of the ‘Tanks and Ponds in 
Thiruvananthapuram City’ and also the survey of the ‘Heritage Trees in Thiruvananthapuram City’ 
etc, to name a few. Two of the major projects that are ongoing i.e. ‘Preparation of a Position 
Paper on Climate Change in Kerala’ and ‘Landuse/ Landform alterations due to Laterite Quarrying/ 
Mining in Kerala and its Environmental Impacts’ are also very unique in the sense that it is the first 
of its kind in the State or even at the national level and the outcome of the project is something 
which is very much being looked forward to by administrators, policy makers and others. Our 
environment education, awareness and outreach programmes gives us the wide coverage across 
the State and it ranges from Teachers Training Workshops on EE and ESD, Nature Clubs, Nature 
Education Camps, Friday Forums etc extending to the bird watching programmes including people 
from all sections of the society. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the other Members 
of the State Advisory Board for their support and co-operation and also congratulate the in-house 
staff team for their exemplary work. I would also like to thank all our supporters, sponsors and 
associates for all their co-operation in various kinds in our wide range of projects and 
programmes. I hope that this will continue in the future too to help us to take our work to the 
next better level. 
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FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

Looking back at the last year, I am proud to present the Annual Report for 2013-14. First of all, I 
would like to congratulate my team for standing by me, in all the easy and hard circumstances, to 
accomplish what we set forth with the limited manpower and resources that we had in hand. I 
can very proudly say that we have been able to accomplish this only because of the synergy that 
exists within our team and I hope and pray that it continues so in the years to come. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank all our network members in various forms – volunteers, 
associates, supporters, sponsors etc who has really helped us to go that extra mile in living out the 
WWF mission in Kerala. The challenges that we are going to face tomorrow are not the same as 
the challenges that we faced yesterday. We can be effective and efficient only if we set aside our 
indifferences, hold hands and stand strong against the waves that come crashing against us. 
Individually we can achieve little, but as a team we can achieve much more. Now that we have 
outlined the three year conservation strategy for Kerala, we have to operationalise our projects, 
programmes and activities in full alignment to the conservation strategy so that we do not miss 
the target that we are aiming at and also we speak the same language of ‘One WWF’. In the past 
years, we have been touching upon many areas with maybe lower impacts. But we are sure that 
when we align our work to the conservation strategy, we will touch upon fewer but selective 
areas but will definitely be able to make higher impacts. I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the Chairman and the Members of the State Advisory Board for their timely advice, 
guidance and support. Our network is our strength and it is very unique that it has people from 
various age groups and covers all sections of the society. Let us stand united and achieve more. 

 

Renjan Mathew Varghese 
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1. Conservation Programmes and Projects: 

1.1  Position Paper on Climate Change in Kerala 

In the international, national and local development-conservation scenario, the most talked 

about, debated and discussed topic is ‘Global Warming and Climate Change’. But little have 

been done to mitigate it. At the international level, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change is heading the discussions and negotiations with India also having ratified the Kyoto 

Protocol. At the national level, the Ministry of Environment and Forests under the able 

leadership of ministers like Jairam Ramesh, Jayanthi Natarajan and others have made the 

stand of India clear with non-legally binding emission reductions at the international level 

showing India’s responsibility to addressing global warming and climate change seriously 

and various other mitigation and adaptation strategies within the country included within 

the eight missions under the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). Kerala has 

been in the lead in this area by forming the Department of Environment and Climate Change 

under the Government of Kerala with the portfolio directly under the Chief Minister himself 

and in line with the NAPCC, the State has also brought out its State Environment Policy and 

also the State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC). But little concerted efforts and co-

ordination is there to give the necessary emphasis to addressing climate change in the State. 

In this background, the Department of Environment and Climate Change has commissioned 

a work to us to prepare a position paper on climate change in Kerala. The study envisages to 

compile a comprehensive and current paper on the position of addressing climate change in 

Kerala including the contributing sectors to GHGs, impacted sectors, ongoing and future 

R&D activities in the area of climate change, NGOs working on education, awareness and 

extension on the theme, academic programmes, expertise on CC available in the State, 

institutional arrangements, legal and policy framework, mitigation and adaptation 

strategies, funding availability etc. We have done extensive brainstorming exercise to chart 

out the best methodology to implement the project, carried out thorough library 

referencing to compile all publications on global warming and climate change in the Kerala 

context, visited government, both Central and State, and non-governmental institutions, 

Universities, NGOs, R&D centres and conducted extensive consultations with experts in the 

various theme areas linked to CC, invited sectoral papers and compiling all the data to 

analyse and finally come out with the position paper which will be submitted to the 



Government of Kerala which will act as a guideline in addressing global warming and climate 

change. 

 

1.2  Project on Laterite Mining and its impacts 

Kerala receives around average 3000mm of rainfall in a year and this is mainly during the 

June – July SW Monsoon, October – November NE Monsoon and the summer showers. But 

inspite of this, during non-monsoon periods, we reel under severe water scarcity. A study 

shows that 6 out of the 14 districts in Kerala can be considered as drought-prone and for a 

place receiving so much rainfall and still facing drought, they have even coined a new 

terminology called as ‘wet drought’.  Studies show that the first rains which falls in Kerala 

reaches the ocean in just six hours. This directly indicates the drastic reduction in water 

retention in our land area. Laterite hillocks are supposed to act as the sponges of the Earth, 

to soak up the rains and store the water and allow slow discharge into our surface and sub-

surface water sources. Our paddy fields and wetlands are flood plains which help in storing 

the excess water during monsoon periods and allowing water to seep into the soil and 

thereby recharge our aquifers and wells. But what is happening now is that we are 

excavating our laterite hillocks for various purposes like construction of houses, clearing for 

playgrounds, road widening, real estate etc. In some places they are cut out for laterite 

bricks also. The laterite soil on the other hand is mainly dumped in paddy fields and 

wetlands for reclamation. So through these activities, we are destroying both our laterite 

hillocks and paddy fields and wetlands compromising our food and water security. WWF has 

been assigned a project by the Department of Environment and Climate Change, 

Government of Kerala titled ‘Landuse/ Landform alterations due to laterite Mining/ 

Quarrying in Kerala and its Environmental Impacts’. This is a two year project under which 

we are trying to analyse and understand the two levels of laterite hillock mining i.e. 

organized and with approval for laterite bricks and unorganized and with no approval for 

various development activities. The approved quarries come under the Department of 

Mining and Geology. We are trying to identify the laterite mining and quarrying sites in 

Kerala, categorise them into minor, medium and major quarries and then carry out an 

assessment of the extent of mining both in area and in volume and understand its direct and 

indirect impacts on the landscape of the area, loss of vegetation, impact on surface and 





ground water, people displaced etc. Remote sensing data will be used to study the spatial 

and temporal changes and the geoinformation technology will be used for integration and 

analysis of data. Secondary data from various sources like the Dept. of Mining and Geology, 

State Ground Water Board, Central Ground Water Board, India Meteorological Department 

are being integrated into this study. We hope that the study will come out with the direct 

and indirect environmental and other impacts of such quarrying processes and we will be 

able to put forward the recommendations so that such activities go on with prior approval 

with minimal impact on the environment and life forms including people. From the Dept. of 

Mining and Geology and other records, Chirayinkil was identified as the hotspot of laterite 

mining in Thiruvananthapuram. Based on this understanding, a recon survey was carried out 

in most of the laterite mining sites in and around Chirayinkil. The recon survey helped us to 

get a better understanding and clearer picture on the extent and magnitude of this very 

harmful mining process. In this process, we also identified some new dimensions to be 

considered under study like occupational hazard, health and safety issues. Based on this 

understanding, a detailed discussion was carried out with Dr. Pradeep, Assistant Professor, 

Dept. of Geology, Kerala University and he was appointed as the Project Consultant 

(Geology) in the project. The associated data of rainfall from IMD and ground water data 

from CGWB and SGWB have been requested for.  

 

1.3  Asian Waterfowl Census 

Mr. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer was invited to attend a discussion initiated by 

Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department on conducting Asian Waterfowl Census, Heronry 

Monitoring and Common Bird monitoring program in the State. As an outcome of the 

meeting, WWF-India, Kerala State Office was asked to submit a comprehensive proposal on 

the same to conduct the AWC in the three southern districts of Kerala. The proposal on the 

upcoming Asian Waterfowl Census was prepared and submitted to Dr.B.S.Corrie. The 

project was finalized by conducting field surveys for the Asian Waterfowl Census. The state 

team that coordinated and conducted the waterfowl count of three major wetlands in 

Pathanamthitta district was led by Sri. C. Harikumar, Neha Waikar and the Senior Education 

Officer. The data was then tabulated and analyzed and the Final Report submitted to the 

Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department.  



1.4 Neyyar Haritha Theeram Project 

WWF-India Kerala State Office, Academy for Mountaineering and Adventure Sports (AMAS), 

Neyyattinkara, Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department, Allianz Cornhill and others observed 

World Environment Day by launching the Neyyar Haritha Theeram Project to plant 10,000 

bamboo saplings along the banks of River Neyyar. Smt.Sugathakumari, renowned writer, 

poetess and environmental activist inaugurated the project in the premises of Aruvippuram 

Madom on 5th June. Sri.AT.George MLA, Sri.P.Sreekantan Nair,Director, Dept. of 

Environment & Climate Change, GoK, Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, WWF-

India, Adv.Manju, Block Panchayat Member, Sri.C.Rajendran and Sri.K.Sivanandan of AMAS 

also spoke on the occasion.   

 

1.5 Common Bird Monitoring Programme 

Kerala State Office was the coordinating agency for the Common Bird Monitoring 

Programme (CBMP) in three districts of the State i.e., Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and 

Pathanamthitta. Both in Thiruvananthapuram and Pathanamthitta, orientation programmes 

were carried out in association with the Social Forestry Wing of the Kerala Forests & Wildlife 

Department. Senior Education Officer and Mr.C. Harikumar led the sessions and trained the 

participants to do the CBMP and to enter its data in e-Bird. A presentation on common birds 

of Kerala and the procedure for data submission in the website of e-Bird also were shared 

with the participants. Around 28 participants from Thiruvananthapuram and 16 participants 

from Pathanamthitta submitted observations. Totally 319 species of bird were reported 

across the State. The Big Bird Day was observed by Kerala State Office coupled with CBMP 

as both were falling on the same dates. 

 

1.6 Survey on Tanks and Ponds in Thiruvananthapuram City 

Paaristhithikam is the State Environment Awareness Campaign (SEAC) co-ordinated by the 

Department of Environment and Climate Change, Government of Kerala. We had submitted 

a project under this scheme titled ‘Common Property Water Resource Management 

Regime: A Model Development in Thiruvananthapuram and the same was sanctioned. 

Under this project, Kerala State Office conducted a reconnaissance survey on the tanks and 

ponds of Thiruvananthapuram City and compiled the details of the water bodies with regard 





to its location, extent, use, significance, threats etc and the same was compiled and 

published as a handbook. The awareness program as part of this project was conducted at 

Salvation Army School, Thiruvananthapuram and was inaugurated by Dr.Subhash Chandra 

Bose, Director, CCDU of Dept. of Water Resources. 

 

1.7  Documentation of the Heritage Trees of Thiruvananthapuram  City 

NEAC or the National Environment Awareness Canmpaign is one of the biggest national 

level environment education and awareness programme supported by Ministry of 

Environment and Forests, Govt. of India and co-ordinated in Kerala by the Centre for 

Environment and Development. Under this scheme we had prepared and submitted a 

project proposal titled ‘Muthassi Marangal Katha Parayunnu (Stories retold by the Heritage 

Trees of Thiruvananthapuram City)’. The same was sanctioned. The project objective was to 

survey and document the age old trees (heritage trees i.e. more than 60 years old) of the 

Capital City as a participatory programme. For this purpose, the City was divided into twelve 

grids and an educational institution was invited from each grid to undergo the training and 

carry out the survey.  The awareness programme as part of this project was held on 17th 

January 2014 at Thiruvananthapuram with the participation of around one hundred and 

sixty students from nine schools and two colleges of the City.  Training on documenting the 

heritage trees of the City was held with other supporting technical sessions. The teams were 

provided with the necessary survey data forms and guidelines and given the timeframe of 

two weeks to complete the task. Each team carried out the area around their institution 

which falls within the grid limits. The data and photographs collected by the students were 

compiled and made into a report and also a Poster on Heritage Trees (in A0 size) of 

Thiruvananthapuram City was designed and printed.  

 

1.8  Kerala Going 100% RE by 2050 

‘Kerala Going 100% by 2050’ is an ongoing study project of the Climate Change and Energy 

Division being executed at the field level by WISE, Pune. The draft report for the project was 

tabled in the Stakeholder Consultation Workshop organized on 26 Aug at Taj Vivanta, 

Trivandrum and on 27 Aug at Hotel Avenue Regent, Kochi. Kerala State Office provided all 

necessary logistics support for the two workshops. Further to this, incorporating all the 



comments and suggestions, the final report was released on December 30, 2013 in a 

function organized at Hotel Maurya Rajadhani, Thiruvananthapuram which was attended by 

around fifty people from the energy sector and otherwise. The function was followed by a 

press meet. Mr. G. Vijaya Raghavan, Member, State Planning Board was the Chief Guest of 

the function held in Hotel Maurya Rajadhani, Thriuvavnanthapuram. Dr. Sejal Worah, Dr TS 

Panwar, Mr G.M. Pillai, Mr. Suhas Tendulkar, Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese led the event. 

 

1.9 Development of SLSI for the Ramsar Site (Vembanad) of Kerala 

Internationally, major wetlands with varying values, functions and services and abounding in 

biodiversity are declared as Ramsar Sites to give emphasis for its protection and 

conservation by the local government. Kerala is blessed with three Ramsar Sites i.e. 

Vembanad-Kol wetland complex, Ashtamudi Lake and Sasthamkotta Freshwater Lake. 

Vembanad-Kol wetland complex is one of the major wetlands in South-East Asia. It is spread 

out across a large area and is abundant in various life forms. It serves many values, functions 

and services to nature and mankind. There are tens and thousands of local people whose 

livelihoods are dependent on the wetlands. In a recent change analysis study carried out by 

the School of Environmental Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam using 

remotely sensed data, the stark findings were that over the years around 40-50% of 

Vembanad Lake have been reclaimed for tourism, housing, agriculture and other such 

development activities. So it is not too far in future, that maybe by 2020 or 2025, at the 

present level of reclamation and conversion, we would see Vembanad Lake as a small lake 

like Pookkot in Wayanad, which a tourist can walk around the entire lake in 30 minutes 

time. Loosing Vembanad is not just loosing its values, functions and services, but also loss of 

direct and indirect traditional livelihoods to thousands of stakeholders residing in and 

around the lake and they cannot be easily provided with alternate livelihood also because 

they are not otherwise educated or technically skilled enough. We undertook a unique 

study to develop the Sustainable Livelihood Security Index for Vembanad Lake looking at 

both the long term protection of the Lake and also the sustainability of the livelihood and 

the dependent stakeholders. The study covered the 25 panchayats lying along the border of 

the lake coming in Kottayam and Alappuzha districts. The approach was to analyse the 

wetland dependent livelihood based on the three pillars of sustainable development i.e. 







ecological integrity, economic efficiency and social equity. For this the livelihoods were 

listed out and ranked and the top five livelihoods were selected under the study i.e. 

agriculture, aquaculture, clam collection, lime shell collection and tourism (hotels and 

houseboats). For each of the livelihood, detailed survey questionnaire was prepared and 

totally around 630 respondents were covered. Based on their inputs, the data was analysed 

using the SLSI principles and equation and the panchayats were ranked based on the 

sustainability of the livelihoods. The study could clearly indicate the three sub-components 

and which was sustainable or un-sustainable and based on the stakeholder consultations 

and feedback, suggestions for interventions were also listed. The final Stakeholders 

Workshop was organized on 7th Feb, 2014 at KTDC Waterscapes, Kumarakam, Kottayam in 

association with ATREE CERC, Alappuzha. Against the expected 50 participants, the 

workshop witnessed the active participation of around 80 stakeholders including LSG 

representatives, NGOs, environmentalists, stakeholder groups etc. The final report was then 

submitted to the Government of Kerala for charting the way forward to ensure that 

Vembanad Lake remains as a Common Property Resource and it is managed well for 

generations to come.   

 

1.10 Earth Hour 

The Earth Hour is a joint initiative of WWF-India, Energy Management Center, Kerala State 

Electricity Board and Dept. of Environment & Climate Change. Over the years, the Earth 

Hour has really become a people’s campaign in Kerala. Earth Hour 2014 that had Cine Actor 

Sri. Suresh Gopi as the Regional Brand Ambassador was also supported by Her Excellency 

Smt. Sheila Dikshit, Governor of Kerala and Sri. Oommen Chandy, Chief Minister of Kerala. 

The event amassed huge success rates in the state; especially the capital. The major events 

this year were organized in Thiruvananhapuram and Kochi. In Thiruvananthapuram, a Press 

Meet was held topped with various publicity campaign from March 26th to 28th such as  EH 

event at CESS, Cycle Rally ‘Pedal for the Planet’ with Indus Cycling Embassy and the main 

event at Gandhi Park, East Fort with the Switch Off and Candle Light Vigil from 8.30-9.30pm 

led by many dignitaries. In Thiruvananthapuram, as part of ‘Going beyond the hour’ for 

Earth Hour 2013, Kerala State Office distributed 5000 CFLs in 2500 houses of the five slums 

within the City. 



1.11 Installation of a Bird Park in Technopark, Thiruvananthapuram 

WWF-India Kerala State Office and Allianz Cornhill initiated a joint project to install a ‘Bird 

Park’ within Technopark, Thiruvananthapuram. The technical and financial project proposal 

submitted on the same was approved by Allianz Cornhill. The ‘Bird Park’ was inaugurated on 

4th December 2013 by Smt. B. Sugathakumari, renowned writer and environmentalist of 

Kerala. The facility comprises of 10 bird huts, 3 bird feeders and 3 bird baths. WWF India has 

been entrusted with the weekly maintenance of the Park and other necessary technical 

support for the next three years. This initiative has had a successful impact. The adjoining 

Infosys Campus has now expressed their interest to install a similar facility. 

 

1.12 Bird Survey at Silent Valley National Park 

Senior Education Officer attended the Annual Bird Survey from 5th – 9th Feb, 2014 at Silent 

Valley National Park with the objective of formulating the authentic data on avifauna of the 

Park. He was deputed to the interior Walakkad area for the purpose. Sixty-eight species of 

birds were identified from the site including Eurasian Woodcock, Grey Nightjar, White 

bellied Shortwing etc 

 

1.13 HSBC Kerala Bird Race 

The seventh HSBC Bird Race was held at Thiruvananthapuram on 10th November. It came 

out with the observation of one hundred and forty nine species of birds from all the seven 

birding sites with the effort of 78 birders led by experts. The bird watchers, divided into 

teams, were out in the field from 6.00am to 4.00pm covering wetlands, forests, villages and 

urban green spaces in and around Thiruvananthapuram. The evening valedictory session 

and get together held at Hotel Pankaj had around one hundred and twenty participants and 

was inaugurated by Sri. Kollam Thulasi, Cine Actor. The Book “Kallarum Kadannu”, a 

travelogue by Kum. Serah Mariyam Binny, a collection of events of the last year’s Bird Race 

as well as the following monthly Sunday Bird Walks was also released in this event and was 

well appreciated. Sri.A.K.Sivakumar, the Bird Race Coordinator, Sri. Renjan Mathew 

Varghese, State Director of WWF‐India and Sri.Santhanu, Branch Head of HSBC 

Thiruvananthapuram also spoke on the occasion. 

 











1.14 Support to the South Western Ghats Landscape Programme 

Tiger estimation meeting at KFD: WWF-India South Western Ghats Landscape Team and the 

State Director had an interaction with the senior most officials of the Kerala Forests and 

Wildlife Department led by Mr. V. Gopinathan IFS, PCCF (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden 

on 10th Feb, 2014 at the Conference Hall in the Forest HQ. The meeting was to discuss on 

the ongoing and future tiger estimation exercise being carried out covering Kerala, Tamil 

Nadu and Karnataka. Representative from WCS was also present. 

 

1.15 Seminar on Animal Welfare 

Kerala State Office organized a single day seminar on Animal Welfare on 24th January 2014 

at Hotel Maurya Rajadhani, Thiruvananthapuram in association with CPREEC, Chennai which 

was attended by around 160 participants. Eminent personalities led the sessions and the 

discussions including Dr. Nandita Krishna, Hon. Director, CPREEC, Dr. Chinny Krishna, Vice-

Chairman, Animal Welfare Board of India, Prof. R. Sukumar, Centre for Ecological Sciences, 

IISc, Mr. N. Jayasimha, Managing Director, Humane Society International – India, Mr. S. 

Vinod Kumar, Assistant Secretary, AWBI, and Mr. Rahul K. Easwar. Mr. Renjan Mathew 

Varghese, State Director, WWF-India co-ordinated the whole event. The seminar witnessed 

some very thought provoking presentations on animal cruelty and welfare issues by the 

experts and this was followed by some very dynamic discussions and deliberations.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Environment Education Programs 

2.1 EE Projects 

2.1.1 Seize Your Power Campaign 

The proposal for the campaign was submitted to the Climate Change and Energy Program of 

WWF-India. Based on the proposal submitted, the necessary logistics and details of the SYP 

campaign was worked out to be implemented in Thiruvananthapuram. The proposed 

activities thus executed include RE caption competition, sticker campaigns, and awareness 

by putting up hoardings in schools etc. The RE awareness hoardings prepared as part of the 

SYP Campaign were distributed to ten major schools in and around Thiruvananthapuram 

City. Ms. Rahana and Ms. Rajalekshmi, Project Officers of KLSO, conducted awareness 

programs among the school students and helped them in putting up the hoardings in their 

school campuses. 

 

2.1.2 Wild Wisdom 

The State Office has been providing all possible field support for Wild Wisdom 2013 in 

Kerala including organizational and administrative support for the smooth functioning of the 

program-in-hand. The Wild Wisdom mailing list has been compiled and forwarded to the 

Secretariat. The City level quiz competition of Wild Wisdom 2013 was held at Museum 

Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram on 1st August. Mr. Athul Chandra from Quiz Works 

mastered the quiz. Thirty six students from eighteen schools of the City participated.  

 

2.1.3 Share the World – Cycle Rally for Animals  

WWF joined hands with People for Animals (PFA) to conduct a cycle to convey the message 

of sharing this world with our animal friends. The rally was held on 26th January morning 

from Kawdiar to East Fort. A set of 6 stickers were aesthetically designed for the rally. 

 

2.1.4 Workshop on Education for a better Future 

The workshop was conducted at Mar Theophilus Training College, Thiruvananthapuram in 

which around 150 Teacher Trainees participated. ‘Workshop on Education for a Better 

Future’ was organized jointly by WWF-India in association with the College and with the 



support of CPR Environment Education Centre, Chennai. The workshop was inaugurated by 

Sri.P.Sreekantan Nair, Director, Dept. of Environment and Climate Change and Dr. Nandita 

Krishna, Director, CPR Environment Education Centre, Chennai delivered the key note 

address. The book on “Methodologies for the future − a guide to develop education for 

sustainable development” that was translated into Malayalam with local specific case 

studies and examples was also released in the workshop by Dr.Nanditha Krishna. Dr.J.Murali 

from TERI, Bangalore who has taken training on ESD from WWF Sweden led a session on 

Education for Sustainable Development led the session on the same. The technical sessions 

were followed by activity sessions in the afternoon.   

 

2.2 Nature Clubs 

In the year of 2013-14, we had 36 Nature Clubs with 1245 members. The NCs were serviced 

with newsletters, resource material both in hard copies and soft copies, information on 

environmentally important days, guidelines to observe the same, nature trails and camps. 

Some of the nature clubs were visited by Senior Education Officer and some others by 

volunteers. The NCs of Thiruvananthapuram had the great opportunity of attending the 

Friday Forums and bird watching sessions.     

 

2.3 Nature Education Camps 

2.3 1 Nature Orientation Camp at Kotagiri  

A three day camp was conducted at Kotagiri, the eastern part of Nilgiris from 14-16th June 

2013 which was attended by fourteen participants accompanied by the Senior Education 

Officer and a volunteer. The camp was highly interesting as it covered variety of habitats 

and places like Longwood Shola, Banagudi Shola, Mamaram forests, Bikapathy Mund, 

Kodanad view point, Gene pool area and so on.  

 

2.3 2 Monsoon Camp at Vazhachal  

A team of sixteen nature enthusiasts with a team from WWF-India took head on the heavy 

showers of south west monsoon in the forests of Vazhachal, the treasure trove of 

biodiversity. The camp was organized from 19th to 21st July 2013. 











2.3.3 Wildlife Orientation Camp at Nilambur - Muthumalai - Bandipur Tiger 

Reserves  

A team of 14 nature enthusiasts with a team from WWF-India camped at Nilambur Forests 

and Muthumala – Bandipur Tiger Reserves from 22nd to 24th August.   

 

2.3.4 Nature Orientation Trip to Chathancode 

A team of twenty-three nature enthusiasts were taken to the Vazhuvanthol Waterfalls 

inside the Chathancode Forests falling under Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary. It gave the 

participants a unique opportunity to know more about the tribals, their life, different types 

of forests and its inhabiting butterflies, birds and so on during the trip. 

 

2.4 Commemoration of Environmentally Important Days 

2.4.1 World Migratory Bird Day  

World Migratory Bird Day was observed at Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary, Kottayam with a 

two-day event including poster release, technical sessions, activity sessions, bird watching, 

interactive quiz competition and documentary screening. It was organized jointly by WWF-

India, Kottayam Nature Society, KTDC and Kerala Forests & Wildlife Dept. with the support 

of Kerala State Biodiversity Board on 11th & 12th May 2013. As a follow-up of the World 

Migratory Bird Day 2013, a half-day bird watching session was organized in Melpadom 

paddy fields on 9th June 2013. The event was led by Sri.C.Harikumar and Sri.Sivaprasad.  

 

2.4.2 Salim Ali Day 

Salim Ali Day was observed by Kerala State Office with different activities. Kerala State 

Office published a multimedia presentation on ‘Dr. Salim Ali and Birds of Kerala’ which was 

sent to all nature clubs, associates and supporters to conduct sessions and help observe the 

day across the State network. Senior Education Officer conducted an orientation session on 

the ‘Birds of Kerala’ for the nature club members of Govt. Victoria College and Mercy 

College, Palakkad on 1st November 2013 with an objective of capacity building of the 

participants on bird diversity and bird watching. The shared presentation send to the 



participants encouraged them to deliver the same in schools augmenting the outreach of 

the activities on the Salim Ali Day. 

 

2.4.3 International Day of Mountains  

Kerala State Office observed the International Day of Mountains by partnering with 

Kottayam Nature Society (KNS) at Kottayam by organizing an exhibition and awareness 

program on ‘Biodiversity of the Western Ghats’. The exhibition had approximately thousand 

visitors from various walks of life. 

 

2.4.4 World Sparrow Day 2014  

World Sparrow Day 2014 was observed by the State Office by conducting surveys in and 

around Thiruvananthapuram on the number of sparrow nests. By this organization of of 

people’s campaign for the day, the volunteers of bird watchers of WWF-India conducted a 3 

day survey of common sparrows in six selected areas of the city and counted 127 birds. The 

report was published in the print media on World Sparrow Day and a sticker campaign with 

interactive programs was conducted in the Museum & Zoo Compound. 

 

2.4.5 Wildlife Week 

In connection with Wildlife Week 2013, WWF-India, Kerala State Office has prepared a 

Resource Material CD containing multimedia presentation on Wildlife of Kerala, Wildlife 

Quiz, Activity Sheets and a movie on urban wildlife. The latter has been sent to all registered 

Nature Clubs and associates so as to observe the wildlife week in our entire network within 

State. The Kerala Office also observed the Wildlife Week in association with ZOO, 

Coimbatore. 

The Wildlife Week was also observed at St. Stephen’s College, Pathanapuram, Kollam with 

WWF Kerala -- the State Director and Senior Education Officer conducted awareness 

programs through a multimedia presentation on Wildlife of Kerala and an intercollegiate 

Wildlife Quiz. 

At PR Williams HSS, Kattakkada, Thiruvananthapuram, a single day awareness program on 

Wildlife of Kerala was conducted by the State Director and the Senior Education Officer on 

October 2nd, 2013 to observe the Wildlife Week. 





2.5 Teacher’s Training Workshop 

Teacher’s Training Workshops on Environment Education and Education for Sustainable 

Development has been one of the major cutting edge programs through which we have 

been able to influence the teaching community in the State to make changes in their 

attitudes and lifestyles towards sustainability and also make a long lasting change in the 

student community and also in the society. These workshops help them for their own 

capacity building through its activity sessions. Over the past years, WWF-India Kerala State 

Office with the support of CPREEC, Chennai has been organizing the Teacher’s Training 

Workshops in different parts of the State for School Teachers as well as Teacher Trainees. 

For this academic year, the following workshops were conducted around the topic ‘Water 

Conservation and Environment Education’: 

2.5.1 Kollam 

The Teacher’s Training Workshop was held Public Library Hall, Kollam on 26th June, 2013. It 

was conducted in local association with HELP Foundation and Grasshopper Nature Club of 

Kollam. The workshop was attended by thirty teachers. The workshop was inaugurated by 

Sri.G.Suresh Kumar, District Convener (Kollam), National Green Corps (NGC). Sri. 

S.Nalinakumar, Hydrogeologist from Agricultural Ecosystem Management Group of CCDU, 

Kerala and Sri.A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer of WWF-India were the resource 

persons. 

 

2.5.2 Kasargod 

On 24th July, the Teacher’s Training Workshops was held at Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, 

Perya, Kasaragod. The workshop at Kasaragod was organized with the local association of 

the National Green Corps (NGC) and had the participation of thirty one teachers.  

 

2.5.3 Kannur 

On 25th July, the workshop was conducted at Sir Syed Institute for Technical Studies, 

Taliparamba, Kannur. The workshop at Kannur was attended by thirty two teachers. The 

second workshop was conducted at Block Resource Centre of Sarva Siksha Abhiyan at 

Koothuparamba in Kannur District. Thirty two Teachers from different schools and officials 

from the Dept. of Education attended the workshop. 



2.5.4 Kattappana, Kozhikode and Wayanad 

On the 13th, 29th and 30th of August, three Teacher’s Training Workshop was conducted at 

Kattappana, Kozhikode and Wayanad respectively with average participation of thirty five 

teachers in each of the workshop. 

 

2.5.5 Thiruvananthapuram and Ernakulam 

On 12th and 25th September, two TTWs were held at Thiruvananthapuram and   Ernakulam 

respectively. Each workshop had the participation of around forty teachers. 

 

2.5.6 Palakkad 

On 31st October, the Teacher’s Training Workshop was held at Chennai at Mercy College, 

Palakkad. The workshop was attended by forty two teachers from different schools and was 

equipped with technical sessions, film screening, activity sessions and discussion sessions.  

 

2.5.7 Vadakkanchery 

On 21st November, the Teachers Training Workshop conducted at Bhavans Vidya Mandir, 

Vadakkanchery. 

 

2.5.8 Mavelikara 

The Teacher’s Training Workshop conducted at Peet Memorial Training College, Mavelikara 

was attended by eighty Teacher Trainees from two institutions. The technical and activity 

sessions were led by Sri.Jojo T.D., Program Officer of ATREE and Senior Education Officer, 

WWF-India. 

 

2.5.9 Kottayam 

On 14th March, the Workshop was conducted at St. Joseph’s Training College, Mannanam, 

Kottayam with the participation of sixty Teacher Trainees with the support of CPREEC, 

Chennai. The technical and activity sessions were led by Sri. Binu K. Puram of Kudumbasree 

Mission and the Senior Education Officer. 

 









2.6 Friday Forum 

Friday Forum is the interactive forum on nature and environment for school students in 

Thiruvananthapuram. Students participate in this open platform to debate and discus 

environment related topics. 

 During June, the theme was ‘Rainwater harvesting’ and the topic was presented by 

G.S. Binukumar, Project Officer, ATREE Community Environmental Resource Center, 

Alappuzha.  

 During September, the topic on ‘Urban Wildlife’ was led by Sri.Suresh Elamon, well 

known wildlife photographer and enthusiast. He elaborated the concept of wildlife 

based on his documentary ‘Home – Our Garden of Eden’ 

 The topic for November was ‘Ecological Footprint’ and the lead talk was delivered 

by Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director. Around 150 students and their 

teachers attended the program.    

 The session in December focused on ‘Pollution’ and was led Mr.K.Vijayabhas, Chief 

Environmental Engineer (retd) from Kerala State Pollution Control Board.  

 

2.7  Sunday Bird Walk  

The Sunday Bird Walk is a monthly bird watching program organized by the Kerala Sate 

Office and wholly interspersed with bird enthusiasts. 

 During July, the Bird Walk was conducted in Kallar – Ponmudi. The team led by 

Senior Education Officer and Mr.Kiran Karakulam was attended by fifteen bird 

enthusiasts and observed around twenty eight species of birds despite the heavy 

rain. 

 During August, the Bird Walk was conducted in the Punchakkari Wetlands and was 

attended by twelve bird enthusiasts. 

 During September, the Sunday Bird Walk was conducted in and around Arippa 

Reserve Forests and was attended by seventeen bird enthusiasts. Forty-two Beat 

Forest Officer Trainees of Arippa Forest School also attended the walk.   

 During October, fifteen participants attended the Bird Walk organized in the Neyyar 

Wildlife Sanctuary. 



 During November, the event was conducted at Kallar Forests and attended by 

fourteen bird enthusiasts. 

 In December, the program was conducted in and around Punchakkari Wetlands and 

this was attended by 15 bird enthusiasts. 

 

2.8 Classes and Lectures Delivered 

2.8.1 The Senior Education Officer delivered a class on ‘Bird Watching’ for the batch of 

MBA students at Kerala Institute of Travel and Tourism Studies on 20th August 2013. 

2.8.2 The State Director attended the two day ‘Workshop on Coastal Issues’ organized in 

Kozhikode by MCiTRA on 25-26 Oct, 2013 and delivered a talk on ‘Addressing Coastal 

Issues and role of NGOs’. 

2.8.3 The State Director led a session on ‘Climate Change & Sustainable Development’ for 

Government Officers at the Institute of Management in Government, conducted on 

26 Oct, 2013. 

2.8.4 The State Director gave an interview for the Kerala Tourism Magazine on the mission 

and work of WWF-India especially in Kerala State covering our projects, environment 

education, outreach and awareness programmes and policy and advocacy level 

interventions. 

2.8.5 The State Director and Senior Education Officer led the ‘Quiz on Nature and 

Environment’ for UP, HS and HSS sections in the Children’s Environment Congress 

organized by Kerala State Biodiversity Board at Kanakakunnu on 15 Nov, 2013. 

2.8.6 The State Director attended the Kerala Education Congress 2013 organised at 

Priyadarsini Planetarium on 16 Nov, 2013 and presented a paper on ‘ESD-Developing 

Methodologies for the Future’. The paper and the presentation were well 

appreciated and witnessed very good interaction from the participants. 

2.8.7 The State Director led a three hour classroom discussion for the MBA students of 

TKMIM on ‘Sustainable Development and Ecological Footprint’ on 19 Nov, 2013. 

2.8.8 The State Director led a 3 hour session on ‘Environment and Natural Resources’ for 

the thirty Women Ward Councilors of Thiruvananthapuram Corporation as part of 

their in-service training at Institute of Management in Government. 







2.8.9 Awareness sessions on ‘Wildlife of India’ were conducted at Kendriya Vidyalaya, 

Idukky and HSS, Malappuram with the help of resource materials from Zoo Outreach 

Organisation. 

2.8.10 Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, SEO conducted a short multimedia session on bird watching and 

film screening on ‘Birds and Bird watching’ at Kerala State Housing Board Colony at 

Pattoor where around 30 students gathered. 

2.8.11 The Senior Education Officer led a two hour session on ‘Nature Sensitization’ for the 

Nature Club members of SN Public School, Kollam on 7th Jan 2014. 

2.8.12 The State Director was invited by the Academic Staff College, Kerala University to 

organize and lead a ‘Panel discussion on Climate Change’ on 22nd January, 2014 as 

part of their Refresher Course in Environmental Science. The other panelists included 

Dr. Jose Kallarackal, Emeritus Scientist, KFRI and Dr. C. Bhaskaran, Retd Professor, 

Dept. of Extension, Kerala Agricultural University.  

2.8.13 Senior Education Officer delivered a talk on the theme of ‘Fostering Scientific Temper 

in Biodiversity Conservation’ at Kerala University College of Teacher Education at 

Kumarapuram and Kollam in connection with National Science Day 2014 on 14th and 

21st Feb 2014 respectively. 

2.8.14 The Senior Education Officer led a session on ‘Wildlife of Kerala’ at Peppara WLS on 

3rd March 2014 in a program organized by the WLS authorities.   

2.8.15 The Senior Education Officer led a session on ‘Threats to Biodiversity of the Western 

Ghats’ on 4th March 2014 in the National Seminar on Biodiversity of Western Ghats 

organized by Marthoma College, Thiruvalla. The seminar and theme was much 

relevant as the discussion on the Gadgil and Kasthurirangan Reports and its impacts 

are still on in the State Senior Education Officer. 

2.8.16 The State Director was invited to give a talk on ‘Mitigating Human - Animal Conflicts’ 

in the National Seminar titled ‘Contemporary Techniques in Environmental Research 

and Conservation (CTERC 2014)’ organized by the Post Graduate Department of 

Environmental Sciences, All Saints College on 13th March, 2014. 

2.8.17  The State Director was invited for a talk on ‘Geoinformation Technology and Natural 

Resource Management’ on 14 March, 2014 at Govt. Engineering College, Wayanad. 



2.8.18 The State Director was invited to the Doordarshan Live Guest Talk Show titled ‘Krishi 

Darshan’ especially on the theme of ‘Forests, Wildlife and related issues of Kerala’ on 

21st March being the World Forestry Day. 

2.8.19 On the International Tiger Day, the Kerala State Office magnified the awareness on 

saving tigers worldwide. In an interview with Jaihind TV, the Sate Director explained 

on the status, issues and concerns affecting the population of the tigers, various 

conservation initiatives by the Government and various agencies and also on WWF’s 

proactive role and initiatives in the various landscapes for Tiger conservation.  

 

2.9  Participation in Seminars/ Workshops/ Symposiums 

2.9.1 The State Director accepted the official invitation and attended the inauguration of 

the International Dark Sky Association (IDA) Thiruvananthapuram Chapter at 

Priyadarsini Planetarium on 5th April, 2013.  

2.9.2 The State Director and others attended the meeting by State Planning Board on 

‘Conservation of Rivers in Kerala with special emphasis on Pamba River’ on 29th April.  

Mr. Ravi Singh, SG & CEO of WWF-India was the chief guest. The State Office 

compiled all available information on ‘Rivers of Kerala’ and also visited the Marine 

Program field sites in Kollam near Neendakara with the SG on 30th April. In the 

evening had informal discussion over dinner with the existing and proposed 

Members of the SAB. 

2.9.3 The State Director attended the review meeting and contributed to the discussions 

and deliberations of the ‘Fishery Improvement Program of Oil Sardine along the 

Kerala Coast’ organized by the Marine Program on 24 & 25 Sept, 2013 at Kochi.  

2.9.4 The State Director attended the Kerala Environment Congress 2013 organized by CED 

in Thiruvananthapuram from 9-11 Oct, 2013 

2.9.5 The State Director attended the Anti GM Campaign titled ‘No to Monsanto’ 

organized in Thiruvananthapuram by Thanal on 12 Oct, 2013. 

2.9.6 The State Director attended the three days international workshop on ‘Ecosystem 

Approach towards Fisheries and Marine Biodiversity Management’ organized by 

MFF-IUCN and MoEF in Kochi from 28-30 October, 2013. 



2.9.7 The State Director attended the CAMPA Executive Committee Meeting on 31 

October, 2013.     

2.9.8 The State Director attended the Swadeshi Science Congress at Kottayam from 6-8 

Nov, 2013. 

2.9.9 The State Director was invited by the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department to 

attend the State level Planning Workshop on Marine Turtle Conservation organized 

at Kozhikode on 11 Nov, 2013. 

2.9.10 The State Director and Ms. Rahana Iqbal, Project Officer attended the ‘International 

Conference on Urban Development and Climate Change Co-Benefits’ organized by 

United Nations University and TERI in India Habitat Centre, New Delhi on 9 Dec, 

2013.  

2.9.11 The State Director was invited as the judge for evaluating the student’s projects as 

part of the ‘Students Wetlands Congress’ organized on 5th Feb, 2014 by ATREE CERC. 

The congress witnessed some very interesting and innovative presentations by the 

student groups under the various categories of college, HSS, HS and UPS. The day 

was a really great learning and sharing experience for all exclusively on the topic of 

wetlands. 

2.9.12 Ms. Rahana Iqbal, Project Officer attended the three day ‘National Seminar on 

Climate Change’ at MES Ponnani from 19th to 21st March. This was instrumental in 

adding value, especially given the background of our ongoing project on ‘Preparation 

of Position Paper on Climate Change in Kerala’. 

2.9.13 The State Director attended the screening of the documentary ‘In Search of Our Lost 

Seeds’ by Ms. Suma Josson and actively participated in the discussions and 

deliberations. A detailed interview was taken of Ms. Suma and included in our 

Mruthika newsletter. 

2.9.14 The State Director participated in the Tree Walk Exhibition on Notable Trees of 

Thiruvananthapuram City.  

2.9.15 The Senior Education Officer attended a single day workshop organised on e-waste 

management at Hotel Mercy, Ernakulam organized by CPREEC, Chennai and Kerala 

State Pollution Control Board. Another ‘Workshop on e-waste management’ 



organized by CISSA at Technopark, Thiruvananthapuram was attended by the State 

Director with active participation in the discussions and deliberations. 

2.9.16 State Director, Senior Education Officer and Project Officer participated in the 

‘Orientation Workshop on Water Resources with special focus on Energy’ on 22nd 

March, the World Water Day organized by CWRDM at the Govt. Guest House, 

Thycaud.   

2.9.17 The State Director and Senior Education Officer attended the ‘National Consultation   

Meeting on Conservation of Sharks’ organized on 25th March 2014 at the Animation 

Center, Kovalam along with Mr. Vinod Malayilethu, Senior Co-ordinator, Marine 

Program and Dr. Shekar Kumar Niraj, Director, TRAFFIC-India. 

 

2.10 Other EE Programs: 

2.10.1  Exhibition at St. Stephen’s College, Pathanapuram 

As part of their Golden Jubilee Celebrations, St. Stephen’s College, Pathanapuram is 

organizing a grand exhibition and in this regard they have exhibited the awareness panels of 

WWF also as part of the same. The exhibition is attended by school and college students of 

the adjoining areas and is also open to public. 

2.10.2  WWF India KLSO Work Posters 

These posters were compiled by the Kerala State Office on all the major projects, programs 

and initiatives of the State Office. The layout and aesthetic designing has been 

professionally carried out at Godfrey’s Graphics and the final high quality printout will be 

taken out on flex. This set of twelve posters (9 feet height * 3 feet width) will be used in 

upcoming education, awareness and outreach programs like exhibitions showcase our good 

work and initiative(s). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.0 Publications: 
3.1 The Kerala State Office has been actively engaged in finalizing the translation of the 

publication “Methodologies for the future - a guide to develop education for sustainable 

development” provided by EE Division into Malayalam. The same has been reworked 

with Kerala specific case studies, examples, scenarios, images and photos and published 

under the title ‘Nalla bhaavikkuvendiyulla karmaparipadikal – Susthiravikasana 

Vidhaybhyasathine oru vazhikatti”. This publication was released by Dr. Nandita Krishna, 

Honorary Director, CPREEC, Chennai in a function organized at Mar Theophilos Training 

College, Nalanchira, Thiruvananthapuram.   

 

3.2 An article based on the critical review of the Thiruvananthapuram Master Plan 2011 – 

2031 (Draft), especially with regard to the drawbacks and deficiencies in its 

environmental perspective, was prepared, translated into Malayalam and submitted to   

Keraleeyam magazine for publication. 

 
3.3 Mruthika, the bimonthly newsletter of the Kerala State Office, each issue printed in 1000 

copies and distributed to the entire network both inside and outside the State was 

published for September-October 2012, November-December 2012, January-February 

2013, March-April 2013, May-June 2013 and July-August 2013, September-October 2013 

and November-December 2013. Each issue contains From the State Director’s Desk, 

News on Nature and Environment – Global, National and Local, Species of the Issue, 

Children’s Corner, Member’s Desk, Expert Talk and Activities of Kerala State Office.  

 

3.4 WWF Kerala has published several articles of significance in ‘Kerala Calling’, the official 

magazine of Government of Kerala published by the Information and Public Relations 

Department. The State Director was invited to author several articles on (i) ‘Green Cities’ 

as part of the upcoming Earth Day 2014 (ii) ‘Woman and Conservation’ and (iii) ‘Tiger 

Conservation’  

 
3.5 The Annual Report 2012-2013 of Kerala State Office has been compiled, published and 

printed with brief explanation of the various projects and programs with supporting 

photo gallery and media clippings. Approximately thirty copies of the Annual Report in 



hardcopy have been sent to all the relevant network members. For the others, the 

report has been sent in softcopy via CD and also shared via social media by mailing it to 

the yahoo group. 

 
3.6 Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director prepared and published an article titled 

‘Our Wetland Ecosystems in Peril: Case Studies from Kerala’ in our bimonthly newsletter 

Mruthika. The article details the recently proposed development projects by the various 

departments of the Government which have serious and heavy impacts through wetland 

and paddy field reclamation compromising on our food and water security. 

 
3.7 Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, Senior Director prepared and published an article titled 

‘Serious, but common environmental concerns around us’ in the Kerala Tourism 

Magazine. 

 
3.8 Mr. A.K. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer wrote and published an article on the 

Elephant Maniyan in Wayanad WLS titled ‘The Gentle Giant of Wayanad ’. This elephant 

has been collared by WWF-India and studied over the past few months to understand 

the behavior of elephants as a means to mitigate human-elephant conflict.   

 
3.9 The report of the completed research project on ‘Carbon Sequestration of the 

Mangroves in Kannur’ was made into a paper and submitted for the ITM University 

International Conference on Climate Change in Gwalior from 12-14 Feb, 2014. It was 

approved for oral presentation and also published in the proceedings. 

 
3.10 The poster titled ‘Heritage Trees of Thiruvananthapuram City’ was published and printed 

in A0 size as an outcome of the project carried out in Thiruvananthapuram in connection 

with the National Environmental Awareness Campaign in association with CED and 

MoEF. The photographs and data for the poster were collected by the students of eleven 

educational institutions of the City who were partners in the project. 

 
3.11 A travelogue titled ‘The Land of the Nagas’ on the four-day visit to Nagaland by the State 

Director was prepared and the same along with relevant photographs were published in 

the Kerala Tourism Magazine’. 



3.12 A travelogue on the trip undertaken by the State Director and Senior Education Officer 

last year to the Ranthambhore TR and Keoladeo NP was prepared and along with 

relevant photographs were published in ‘Aranyam’, the magazine of Kerala Forests and 

Wildlife Department. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Internship 

4.1 Aravind Jayan 

Mr. Aravind, student of Bachelor of Media Studies of Symbiosis Institute of Media and 

Communication – Under Graduate (SIMC-UG), Pune underwent his internship with us during 

the period from 4 Nov – 12 Dec 2013. During his internship period, he has mainly worked on 

(i) Preparation of a paper and its powerpoint presentation titled ‘ESD – Developing 

Methodologies for a Better Future’ for the Kerala Education Congress organized in 

Thiruananthapuram from Nov 16-17, 2013 (ii) Compilation of the location details of Urban 

Water bodies of Thiruvananthapuram from Google Maps for the WWF ongoing project titled 

‘Common Property Water Resource Management Regime – A Model Development from 

Thiruvananthapuram’, (iii) Review and compilation of available and relevant secondary data 

and institutional databases from the internet on climate change for the WWF ongoing 

project ‘Preparation of a Position Paper on Climate Change in Kerala’, and (iv) He was also 

instrumental in compiling the information for an article on ‘Yes, it’s time to protect our 

coasts and its people’ and also designed the brochure for the upcoming ‘Amateur 

Naturalists Training (ANT)’ for students. 

4.2  Mythili Menon 

Ms. Mythili, student of Masters in Standardization, Social Regulation and Sustainable 

Development (MA) of Universite de Geneve, Switzerland underwent her internship with us 

during the period from 14th August to 13th September 2013. During her internship period, 

she has mainly worked on (i) Preparing a survey questionnaire for the upcoming recon 

survey and field data collection with regard to the project on ‘Restoration of Urban Ponds 

and Tanks in Thiruvananthapuram Corporation’ (ii) Compilation of relevant materials for the 

Children’s Corner for the next three issues of our bimonthly newsletter ‘Mruthika’ (iii) 

Preparation of a ‘Worksheet for assessing the Ecological Footprint - Kerala context’ to be 

used in the training of government personnel at the Institute of Management in 

Government (iv) Preparation of a multimedia presentation on ‘Tourism and Water: 

Protecting our Common Future’ to be send out to the WWF network members as part of 

commemoration of World Tourism Day 2013 on the theme, and (v) she has also given her 

valuable inputs to the national level wildlife quiz competition conducted by WWF-India 



titled ‘Wild Wisdom 2013’ and also for the new campaign being launched by WWF-India on 

renewable energy titled ‘Seize Your Power’.  

4.3  Reshma Mary M. 

Ms. Reshma, student of B.B.A., LL.B. (Hons) of School of Legal Studies, CUSAT, Kochi 

underwent her internship in our office during the period from 3rd to 28th June 2013. During 

her internship period, she has mainly worked on (i) Preparing a detailed review on the 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) reports of the proposed Vizhinjam 

International Seaport, including the Detailed Project Reports (DPRs), Environment 

Management Plans (EMP) and supporting studies and assessment documents (ii) 

Compilation of relevant matter, both text and images, for the development of the exhibition 

panels on the theme of ‘Silent Spring’. 

4.4  Revathy A.S. 

Ms. Revathy, student of B.B.A., LL.B. (Hons) of School of Legal Studies, CUSAT, Kochi 

underwent her internship with us during the period from 3rd to 28th June 2013. During her 

internship period, she has mainly worked on (i) Preparing a detailed critical review on the 

Master Plan (Draft) of the Thiruvananthapuram Corporation, which has been published 

recently inviting comments from the public and the observations and comments have been 

compiled into a general article and shared with local media to initiate a creative dialogue 

and discussion on the much needed refining of the draft master plan (ii) Compilation of 

relevant matter, both text and images, for the development of the exhibition panels on the 

theme of ‘Silent Spring’ (iii) Translation of the recommendations of CMFRI on the ‘Fishery 

resources and ecosystem management aspects of the proposed Vizhinjam International 

Seaport’ into Malayalam for publication in Alakal newsletter. 

4.5  Ushnav Zarir Shroff 

Mr. Ushnav, student of Bachelor’s in Mass Studies (BMS) of Symbiosis Institute of Media and 

Communication – Under Graduate (SIMC-UG), Pune underwent his internship at KLSO 

during the period from 14 May – 22 June 2013. During his internship period, he has mainly 

worked on (i) Review of our bimonthly newsletter ‘Mruthika’, redo the layout and create the 



dummy, for a more attractive and catchy style targeting the readers i.e. mainly students and 

youth (ii) Develop the Action Plan to improve the ‘Online Presence’ of WWF-India Kerala 

State Office with regard to the WWF-India KLSO webpage as well as creating a Facebook 

profile and adding its relevant content, inviting friends etc (iii) Review previous study 

reports and papers and develop the approach and methodology for the upcoming project 

titled ‘Develop the Position Paper on Climate Change in Kerala’ for the Department of 

Environment and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala (iv) Develop the multimedia power point 

presentation for the World Environment Day 2013 on June 5th on the theme ‘Think, Eat and 

Save’.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Policy and advocacy level interventions 

5.1  Review of the proposed VISL project 

WWF-India Kerala State Office took a very proactive step with like minded individuals and 

institutions in the review of the ESIA reports, DPRs and EMP of the proposed Vizhinjam 

International Seaport. Further on, we prepared the submission on behalf of WWF and 

submitted in the Public Hearing. The State Office took part in the meeting organized by 

Centre for Fisheries Studies, Latin Catholic Archdiocese, Thiruvananthapuram on 10 Sept, 

2013 on the same theme and contributed to the discussions and deliberations. 

5.2  Participation in the protest against Aranmula Airport Project 

The State Office took part in the mass protest against the proposed Aranmula Airport 

Project as it is likely to impact vast extent of wetlands and paddy fields and have other 

major and minor, both direct and indirect impacts on the local environment and its people. 

5.3  Critical review of the Thiruvananthapuram Corporation Master Plan 

(draft)                          

The Kerala State Office, with the help of an intern, carried out a critical review of the Master 

Plan (draft) of Thiruvananthapuram Corporation, which was published recently inviting 

comments. 

5.4  Conservation interventions for Sasthamkotta Lake 

Based on the suggestion in the just previous SAB that WWF should look into the possible 

interventions for the conservation and protection of the Sasthamkotta Lake, the State 

Director took a reconnaissance survey of the lake and its surrounding areas on 17th 

December, 2013 along with Dr. Appukuttan, Mr. Vinod and Mr. Madhu (KSSP). The findings 

and recommendations would be tabled in the next SAB meeting for discussion and charting 

the way forward.  

5.5  Pro Movement on the Gadgil Report  

The State Director, Senior Education Officers and Project Officers, with other like-minded 

NGO’s participated in the public rally to the Legislative Assembly, organized on 25 Nov, 2013 

by the Western Ghats Protection Council asking the Government to implement the Gagdil 



Committee Report to ensure the protection of the Western Ghats. The Senior Education 

Officer and Project Officers also attended the Gadgil Committee Report Discussion 

organized at the Joint Council Hall, Thiruvananthapuram on 29 Nov, 2013. Further, with the 

inputs received locally and also from the Secretariat, the State Director has compiled a 

submission on the above and forwarded to the Secretariat for discussion and finalization. 

On discussion with Dr. Sejal and others, it was decided that a submission will not be given by 

WWF-India, and that we will have a clear internal position on this. 

5.6  Initiative regarding resolving the stray dog menace 

Discussions were initiated with Mr. Sunilkumar, Under Secretary, General Administration 

Department, Govt. of Kerala on resolving the stray dog menace gripping all parts of 

Thiruvananthapuram. The State Office has provided him with the papers on the various 

cases and rulings by the HC and SC in India on this matter. 

5.7  Tiger Trap cum Transfer Cage 

WWF-India Species Team has recently developed a Tiger Trap cum Transfer Cage referred to 

as the ‘Sundarban Prototype’. The document in this regard was shared with the top wildlife 

officials of the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department including Sri. V. Gopinathan, IFS, 

PCCF (WL) & CWW, Dr. Amit Mallick, IFS, FD, Periyar, Sri. Sanjayan Kumar, IFS, DD, Periyar 

TR (East), Sri. Pramod G. Krishnan, IFS, CF (Wildlife), Northern Region, Sri. Vijayanand, IFS, 

DD, Parambikulam TR, and Sri. Roy P. Thomas, IFS, WW, Wayanad WLS. 

5.8 Urban Greening of Thiruvananthapuram City                                                                    

The Social Forestry Division of the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department with the financial 

support of the Dept. of Environment and Climate Change is setting out on a major project to 

improve the urban greening of the Capital City. In this regard, a brainstorming session was 

conducted at the Conference Hall of the Forest HQ on 27th Jan, 2014 for which WWF was 

also invited. A detailed note on the same was prepared internally, refined and the same was 

submitted to the PCCF (SF) by the State Director in the meeting. Kerala State Office has, for the 

launch of the project on ‘Restoration of Urban Ponds in Thiruvananthapuram City’, prepared 

the field survey questionnaire to conduct a reconnaissance survey.  

 



6. Sales/ Fundraising 

6.1  Marketing strategies for augmenting sale  

The Catalogues were sent much earlier this year to all the prospective customers and 

thorough follow-up done through mail and phone. The orders from the various customers 

were taken with advance, forwarded to Delhi Secretariat and Mumbai CMD respectively. 

The delivery of the products were ensured with much follow-up and payments collected and 

remitted in the centralized bank account for sales collections. To promote sales of our 

products, both seasonal and non-seasonal, we have reopened the Nature Gallery setup 

alongside the office. The Nature Gallery is in the process of improving the range of products 

by associating with other agencies like Zero Waste Centre, Kovalam and Prerana handicrafts, 

Thrissur. 

6.2  Promotion of seasonal products 

Sales promotion of seasonal products have been pushed through dispatch of catalogues, 

emailing and telephonic follow-up, and wherever necessary with one-to-one interaction. We 

are also working out the possibility of assigning promotion agents in Tvpm, Kottayam, 

Kozhikode and do a wider marketing among businesses, corporate and industries. 

6.3  Promotion of Non-Seasonal Products 

The Kerala State Office has promoted our non-seasonal products i.e. mainly camping 

equipments like tents, sleeping bags, rucksacks, wind cheaters, caps etc with the various 

divisions of the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department especially near the FY end.  

6.4  Exhibition at GAF 2014 at Kochi 

CISSA organized the Second GAF in Kochi from 20th – 24th Feb, 2014 and WWF was invited to 

put up an exhibition stall as part of the same. Two adjoining exhibition stalls were assigned 

to us free of cost. Through the five days exhibition we could do some very good sales and 

also put up some very good visibility among the general public of Kochi.  

6.5  Free school notebook distribution at Karimadam Colony 

WWF-India has been taking various possible initiatives at Karimadam Colony. As part of that, 

school notebook sets were distributed freely to all the school students in the colony. This 

initiative was funded by SunTec. 



7 Proposals prepared and submitted: 

7.1 The full proposal on ‘Interpretation Improvement of Thrissur Museum & Zoo Complex’ 

was prepared with technical and financial details and submitted to the Department of 

Museums and Zoos, Government of Kerala.   

7.2  Prepared the project proposal on ‘Study on the extent and status of Mangroves in 

Kerala’ for the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department and submitted the same to the 

APCCF, Biodiversity Cell. 

7.3  Proposal titled ‘Water School Programme in the Tribal Schools (Model Residential 

Schools) in Kerala’ was prepared and submitted to MoEF under the ‘Other Awareness 

Programs’. 

7.4  Proposal for commemoration of GIS Day on 20 November by organizing a ‘Workshop for 

eNGOs on Digital Tools and Techniques in Natural Resource Management’. 

7.5  Proposal to commemorate World Tourism Day titled ‘Tourism and Water: Protecting 

our Common Future’ prepared and submitted to the Department of Tourism, Govt. of 

Kerala. 

7.6  Proposal to conduct a workshop for LSGIs to sensitise them on ‘CRZ and its 

implementation, related issues and the way forward’ prepared and submitted to 

Principal Secretary (LSGD), Govt. of Kerala. 

7.7  Shri Suresh Elamon, Nature and Wildlife Photographer and Documentary Maker, in 

connection with the discussion with the SG & CEO and other Members of the SAB, has 

put in a project proposal to come out with a series of documentaries on the various 

relevant topics on nature, environment and wildlife. The proposal has been forwarded 

to all the SAB Members. 

7.8  The prepared concept note on ‘Economic Evaluation of Ashtamudi Lake’ has been 

submitted as initial step under the Call for Project Proposals by SANDEE. 

 

 

 

 

 



8 Stalls in Exhibitions 

8.1 Green Day 

WWF-India, Kerala State Office conducted a single day exhibition on the theme of 

‘Biodiversity’ at Panmana Asramam, Kollam on 9th May 2013 in connection with Green Day 

as part of Chattambi Swami Jayanthi and Kumbalathu Sankupilla Death Anniversary in which 

thousands of local people gathered and shared their views and concerns.  

8.2  Workshop on ‘Ecosystem Approach towards Fisheries and Marine 

Biodiversity Management’  

WWF was invited to put up our exhibition stall mainly highlighting our coastal and marine 

conservation related work in the workshop organised by MFF-IUCN and MoEF in Kochi from 

28-30 October, 2013. 

8.3 Kerala Science Congress 2014  

WWF was invited to put up our exhibition stall in Sasthrajaalakam at Wayanad from 28-31 

January, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





9 Trainings Attended 

9.1  People’s Management Program at Bharatpur 

The State Director was selected by the HR Division to attend the 3 days People Management 

Program (PMP) organized by WWF-International at Bharatpur from 26-28 Feb, 2014. There 

were totally around 30 participants from across South East Asia. It was a great time of 

learning and experience sharing. 

9.2  Training on Axapta 

Ms. Pushpakumari, Administration & Accounts Officer underwent the internal training on 

Microsoft AX 2009 at WWF-India Secretariat from 22-26 July. This was in the background of 

WWF-India moving into the ERP system for accounts and finance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10. Other activities 

10.1 Green Partner Award  

As part of observing the WED 2013, the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department announced 

their Green Partners and the Mementos were distributed in the function organized at 

Sarvodaya School, Thiruvananthapuram. Mr. Renjan, State Director received the award on 

behalf of WWF-India Kerala State Office.  

10.2 Follow-up with DST on release of project grant 
Very rigorous follow-up was conducted with Mr. Ravinder Gaur and Mr. Sudhakar of DST 

towards release of the balance project grant as part of the completed project titled ‘Carbon 

Sequestration of Mangroves of Kannur District’.  

10.3 Certificate of Appreciation (Posthumous)  

The certificate and financial support of Rs 25,000 to Antappan Family Welfare Fund handed 

over to Antappan’s Father in a function organized at Alappuzha on 12 Nov, 2013.  

10.4  Greening of the office premises in Thiruvananthapuram 

The office premises were cleaned and potted saplings planted around the office compound. 

The garden was tended to and weeds removed and manured. 

10.5  Western Ghats Landscape  

The Kerala State Office is doing all necessary liaison work for the continuation of our 

conservation work in the Western Ghats Landscape and approached the Chief Wildlife 

Warden for necessary sanctions. 

10.6  eNGOs Directory 

Contacted the environmental NGOs in Kerala through email and sent the information and 

data sheet for their inputs for the eNGOs Directory in India to be published by the WWF 

ENVIS Centre for MoEF. 

10.7 Wildlife Trade/ Mortality Reports  

Whenever information is available from local newspapers and others sources on wildlife 

mortality, trade or poaching, the same is compiled into a standard format and send to 

TRAFFIC at WWF-India Secretariat. 



11. Office Administration 

11.1 Ms. L. Pushpakumari, Accts & Admn Officer and Mr. Harish Kumar, Administrative 

Assistant received their Long Service Award from WWF-India. The same was 

handed over to them by the State Director in an informal function in the office 

11.2 Mr. Harish Kumar, Administrative Assistant received the Meritorious Service Award 

of WWF-India in 2013-14.  

11.3 The State Director attended the South State Director’s Meeting in Hyderabad from 

20-22 May, 2013. 

11.4 Appointment of Chairman and new members of the WWF-India Kerala State 

Advisory Board finalized. Mr. G. Vijayaraghavan has been selected as the Chairman 

of the SAB. He was already serving as the Vice-Chairman. Mr. A.V.George will 

continue as Member. Mr. C. Balagopal has been selected as the Vice-Chairman. 

The other new members are Mr. Suresh Elamon and Mr. Saji Gopinath. 

11.5 The third State Advisory Board meeting was convened on 18 Oct, 2013 at the 

Board Room, Trivandrum Hotel. Mr. Lovekesh Wadhwa, Director – Institutional 

Development attended as special guest. The minutes of the meeting have been 

prepared, approved by the Chairman and circulated to all concerned. 

11.6 The internal auditor from Delhi carried out the auditing of the SO including 

verification of records, checking of assets, evaluation of the functioning etc. 

Detailed discussions were conducted with the staff and all necessary clarifications 

were provided. 

11.7 The State Director attended the Landscape Coordinators and selected State 

Directors Meeting organized at WWF-India Secretariat on 24-25 July 2013 and 

contributed to the discussions and deliberations. 

11.8 Updated the WWF-India KLSO web page of all the many previous months’ projects, 

programs and other activities. 

11.9 Change of CRT Monitors of all computers into LED Monitors, purchase of a Multi 

Function Printer, and purchase and installation of a centralized UPS with longer 

backup was done in the office to ensure energy conservation and smooth 

functioning even during small power failures.  
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