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The start of a new calendar year calls for review of the year 
gone by, realign the strategy, reenergize the team and recom-
mit to fulfill the great mission of WWF in the State of Kerala. 
The year 2015 was really great for us, in that, we could do a 
lot of things for nature and environment and thereby for the 
people through our ongoing projects, programmes and policy 
initiatives. We don’t claim that we have done it all. But within 
the framework of the organization, considering the limitation 
of time, money and manpower, we can wholeheartedly say 
that we have put our best efforts to it. Some have yielded 
immediate results and for some others, it will take its own 
time. WWF-India’s Volunteer Engagement Programme (VEP) 
has come in as a great boost to our programmes. Over the past 
many years, we have been organizing many programmes with 
the active involvement of our volunteers, be it bird watching 
programmes, cleanup campaigns, surveys and census etc. But 
we have never ever mainstreamed the involvement of volun-
teers. It was more of a come and go situation. Now with the 
launch of VEP, we are creating a database of our volunteers 
and their level of engagement, we are constantly keeping in 
touch with them through mails, SMS and phone calls and 
we are getting adequate manpower through our volunteers 
for all our programmes. VEP has really emerged to be a win-
win situation for us and the volunteers. The Asian Waterfowl 
Census carried out by WWF in the three southern districts of 
Kerala witnessed god participation of volunteers, both bird 
experts and many amateurs, 34 in Kollam reporting drastic 
fall in number of birds from previous year’s records, 22 in 
Pathanamthitta reporting small reduction in diversity of spe-
cies but considerable increase in the total number of birds 
sighted in and around the major six wetlands in the district 
and 35 volunteers in  Thiruvananthapuram covering six wet-
land sites reporting considerable increase in the number of 
birds sighted but raising concerns on the destruction and deg-
radation of their habitats. Much needs to be done to protect 
our remaining wetlands and Waterbodies, not just for birds, 
but to ensure our food and water security too. WWF was se-
lected as an implementing agency by Energy Management 
Centre, Govt. of Kerala for two assembly constituencies to 
conduct the Energy Conservation Awareness Campaign titled 
‘Urja Kiran’ under which we had submitted our proposal cov-
ering awareness and activity sessions on the theme of ‘Eco-
logical Footprint’. Totally five programmes were conducted 
in Thrikkakara and Thripunithara in Ernakulam district and 

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE

North Pole temperatures rise up due to heat wave

Temperatures at the North Pole rose above freezing point by 
20oC above the mid-winter norm in the latest abnormality 

in a season of extreme weather events. Canadian weather 
authorities blamed the temperature spike on the freak 
depression which has already brought record Christmas 
temperatures to North America and lashed Britain with 
winds and floods. The deep low pressure area is currently 
looming over Iceland and churning up hurricane force 75-
knot winds and 30-feet high waves in the north Atlantic 
while dragging warm air northwards. “It's a very violent 
and extremely powerful depression, so it's not surprising 
that hot temperatures have been pushed so far north,” said 

Shornur, Thrithala and Pattambi in Palakkad district through 
the months of January and February. We could effectively and 
efficiently conduct these programmes in all these locations 
through our wide network of volunteers placed in schools, 
colleges, government offices etc. Earth Hour is our biggest 
campaign on energy conservation and as part of going beyond 
the hour in Earth Hour, we organized free CFL distribution 
to the 206 economically backward families at Podiyam and 
Podiyakkala tribal settlements located inside Peppara WLS 
and 240 tribal houses located inside the Agasthyavanam 
Biological Park. This has also been made possible because 
of our good networking with Kerala State Electricity Board 
Ltd., Energy Management Centre and Kerala Forests and Wild-
life Department. Each family was given two CFLs each for 
reducing their power consumption and it also conveys the 
message of mitigating Climate Change and Global Warming 
through energy conservation. We are now in the process of 
rolling out a new project on ‘Marine Turtle Conservation in 
Kerala’ with the three main objectives of creating a digital at-
las of marine turtles along the entire coast of Kerala, provid-
ing necessary technical and infrastructure support to major 
five local marine turtle conservation groups working along 
the Kerala coast and also to organize education and aware-
ness programmes through the already initiated Turtle Clubs 
under the Social Forestry Division of Kerala Forests and Wild-
life Department. We hope that through this project, we will be 
able to ensure that the dwindling number of turtles coming 
to Kerala coast for nesting will be protected, suitable habitats 
for nest laying will be available for them, nests protected and 
hatchlings safely return back to the sea thereby sustaining 
a healthy turtle population along Kerala coast in the many 
years to come. Two other major programmes during these 
months were the observation of World Wetlands Day with 
relevant programmes at NSS College, Kumarakom and also 
implementing the project as part of Paaristhithikam, the State 
Environment Awareness Campaign of the Dept. of Environ-
ment and Climate Change, Government of Kerala by organiz-
ing beach cleanup campaign, installation of six litter bins and 
beach beautification in Shanghumugham beach. This was 
also made possible through our good networking with the re-
spective government department, another NGO by the name 
of Helping Hands Organisation, Santha Paint House and the 
volunteering of students of Fine Arts College.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director

GLOBAL
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Kejriwal thank people for Odd-Even Scheme success

On the last day of the Odd-Even Scheme, Delhi Chief 
Minister, Arvind Kejriwal, thanked the people, media and 
judiciary for 'successful' implementation of the scheme. 
He claimed that air pollution levels came down and urged 
people to continue following the scheme voluntarily. 
“World watched the success of odd-even experiment,” he 
said. “We imposed a strict rule but the people of Delhi 
followed it on their own.” Overwhelmed with the response, 
Mr Kejriwal also invited people at Chhatrasal Stadium to 
celebrate the success of the traffic regulation scheme. “It 
is a question of our health, our children’s health and that 
of our city,” he said in a press conference. Giving details 
of the 15-day scheme, Transport Minister, Gopal Rai, said, 
9,144 challans were issued in total and the efficiency of 
buses have gone up as they could increase their daily trips 
because of less congestion on the roads. “Earlier, buses 
would cover only 160kms on an average but now they 
were able to cover 200kms daily. That's why they were 
less crowded.” The Delhi Government came up with such 
a radical scheme after the High Court had remarked that 
Delhi had turned into a gas chamber. Mr. Kejriwal thanked 
the Supreme Court judges who used carpool to follow the 
Odd-Even Scheme despite exemption. (Source: The Hindu, 
15 Jan, 2016)

Nilgiri Tahrs spotted on roadside

Providing a rare sight to the passers-by, Nilgiri Tahrs 
have been spotted on the roadside along the Udumalpet-
Attakatty stretch, falling under Anamalai Tiger Reserve 
area. “Nilgiri Tahr is a shy animal and usually can be seen 
on the peaks/ pointed top of hills/ mountains. So, it is indeed 

Bid to fix radio collars on jumbos

The Forests and Wildlife Department has launched an 
operation to attach radio collar on rogue elephants in 
the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) to keep them off 
human settlements. “We are planning to attach radio collar 
telemeter on rogue elephants after tranquillizing them, for 
which the department had identified two jumbos, a tusker 
and a makhana, in Sulthan Bathery and Tholpetty ranges,” 
P. Dhaneshkumar, Warden-in-charge of WWS, told. “Radio 
collaring will help constant monitoring of the marauding 
elephants and local people could be warned about their 
entry into farms and habitats. The radio signals sent by 
the device would also be used for studying the movement 
pattern and behaviour of elephants in general,” he said. The 
World Wildlife Fund has supplied three radio collars, each 
costing around Rs.3 lakh, free of cost to the Department 
after importing them from South Africa. (Source: The 
Hindu, 20 Feb 2016)

Forecasting landslide in the Western Ghats

A village-level early warning system based on rainfall 
threshold data and landslide records could be the most 
viable method for landslide risk management in the 
Western Ghats, according to a scientific paper presented 
at a workshop organised by the National Centre for Earth 
Science Studies. Presenting the paper, Pankaj Jaiswal from 
the Geological Survey of India said forecasting of the 
trigger, in this case the rainfall, could provide information 
on when landslide would occur. This, in conjunction 
with landslide susceptibility maps, could be used to 
delineate potentially hazardous areas in the Western 
Ghats and provide early warning. Dr. Jaiswal proposed 
the establishment of a threshold model for small river 
catchments or at the taluk level, along with installation of 
rain gauges at the village level, collection and dissemination 
of daily rainfall data and analysis of the data for threshold 
exceedance. The automated process could be implemented 
at the village level through panchayats. The paper also 
proposed public display of the threshold exceedance graph 
and susceptibility map to facilitate community-based 
response. Dr. Jaiswal explained how GSI had modelled 
the rainfall threshold for the Nilgiri area using rainfall 
data and landslide records. The cost-effective model was 

Canadian Government Meteorologist Nathalie Hasell. “This 
deep depression has pushed hot air as far as the North Pole, 
where temperatures are at least 20 degrees above normal, at 
around freezing point, between zero and two degrees,” she 
said. (Source: The Hindu, 1 Jan, 2016)

Luminous creatures discovered in Red Sea

An international team of biologists has discovered a new 
species of luminous fauna in the Red Sea. The research also 
showed that the localisation of glow in certain parts of the 
body can help to distinguish different species of organisms 
that have identical structure. During the investigations of 
the biodiversity of coral reefs of the Archipelago Farasan 
(Saudi Arabia, south of the Red Sea), biologists found what 
they have termed “fluorescent lanterns” that were very 
similar to hydrae. But unlike their distant relatives who lead 
a solitary life in fresh water, the new species from the Red 
Sea form spreading colonies, decorating miniature shells 
of a Sea Snail with garlands of green lights. (Source: The 
Hindu, 9 Feb, 2016)

a fascinating experience to see the animals on the road”, 
District Forest Officer A. Periasamy, who also was fortunate 
to sight the animal on the roadside, told. According to him, 
the animals looked to have come in search of water in the 
area. Once the people moved closer to take photographs, 
the animals immediately rushed into the forest cover. The 
species is safeguarded under the Wildlife Protection Act 
to save them from extinction. (Source: The Hindu, 8 Feb, 
2016)
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successfully validated in November 2009 and deployed for 
village-level early warning. (Source: The Hindu, 3 Jan 2016) 

The wild ones reach Wayanad WLS

The seasonal migration of wild animals has begun from the 
adjacent wildlife sanctuaries in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 
to the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS) in search of 
fodder and water. The Sanctuary is a haven for elephants, 
gaur, antelopes, bears, and numerous birds during summer, 
because of the easy availability of fodder and water. The 
Forest Department has made efforts to ensure fodder, 
water, and safety to the migrating wild guests. Apart form 
42 check-dams, two temporary earthen dams have been 
built inside the Sanctuary as a precaution against streams 
drying up during summer, Mr. Dhaneshkumar said. To 
provide fodder, the coarse grasslands in the Sanctuary 
have been trimmed to allow growth of soft grass. Invasive 
plants such as Senna spectabilis and Lantana have been 
cleared on 175 hectares of land to provide fodder, he said. 
The Sanctuary will be closed for tourists from March 1 to 
April 20 so as to ensure a trouble-free migration for the 
animals. (Source: The Hindu, 28 Feb 2016)

a-b-nÂ (Peacock - Pavo cristatus)
s‑X-¡³ t-I-c-f-¯-nÂ kÀ-h-k-m-[-m-c-W-a-s-Ã-¦-n-e-p-w h-S-¡³-t-I-
c-f-¯-nÂ {-]-t-X-y-I-n-¨-v X-r-i-qÀ-, ]-m-e-¡-m-S-v P-n-Ã-I-f-nÂ I-g-n-ª H-
c-p Z-i-I-a-m-b-n kÀ-h-k-m-[-m-c-W-a-m-b-n-s-¡-m-ï-n-c-n-¡-p-¶ H-c-p h-e-n-b 
]-£-n-b-m-W-v a-b-nÂ. a-p³-]-v X-a-n-g-v-\-m-«-n-s-e h-c-ï a-pÄ-¡-m-S-p-I-f-n-e-p-w 
I-r-j-n-b-n-S-§-f-n-e-p-w I-ï-n-c-p-¶ C-h-s-b C-t-¸-mÄ X-r-i-qÀ-, ]-m-e-¡-m-S-v 
P-n-Ã-I-f-nÂ H-c-p A-{-]-J-y-m-]-n-X "I-o-S-' (Vermin-) B-b-n-¯-n-s-¶ ]-c-n-
K-W-n-¡-p-¶-p-ï-v. "N-q-e-\-q-c-nÂ-' H-c-p a-b-nÂ-k-t-¦-X-w D-ï-m-b-X-n-\-p 
]-n-¶-n-s-e I-m-c-W-h-p-w C-X-p-X-s-¶-b-m-W-v. t-Z-i-o-b ]-£-n-b-m-s-W-
¦-n-e-p-w I-m-W-m³ \-Ã A-g-I-p-s-ï-¦-n-e-p-w a-p³-]-d-ª P-n-Ã-I-f-n-s-e 
IÀ-j-IÀ C-h H-c-p "I-o-S-'a-m-b-n-¯-s-¶ I-m-W-p-¶-p-ï-v. a-ä-v P-n-Ã-I-
f-nÂ ]-e-t-¸-m-g-p-w C-h-b-p-s-S "H-ä-'b-v-¡-p X-n-c-n-ª k-m-¶-n-²-y-h-p-a-p-ï-v. 
F-´-n-\-[-n-I-w-, X-n-c-p-h-\-´-]-p-c-w \-K-c-¯-n-s-â ]-e `-m-K-§-f-n-e-p-w 
]-e-t-¸-m-g-m-b-n C-h-s-b I-m-W-p-¶-p-ï-v. a-p³-]-d-ª P-n-Ã-I-f-nÂ C-h 

h-b-e-p-I-f-n-s-e "a-p-f-¸-p-IÄ-' X-n-¶-m-
\-n-d-§-m-d-p-ï-v. \-n-d-s-b ]-o-e-n-I-f-p-Å 
B¬-a-b-n-e-m-s-W-¦-nÂ ]-n-¶-n-s-e 
X-m-g-v-¶-p-I-n-S-¡-p-¶ ]-o-e-n-IÄ s-I-m-
ï-p-X-s-¶ I-r-j-n \-i-n-¡-p-¶-p-ï-v. 
]-t-£ a-b-nÂ 1972 s-e h-\-y-P-o-h-n-
\-n-b-a-{-]-I-m-c-w H-c-p "s-j-U-y-qÄ-U-v-' 
]-£-n-b-m-W-v. A-X-n-\-mÂ C-h-s-b 
i-e-y-s-¸-S-p-¯-p-I-t-b-m-, s-I-m-Ã-p-I-t-b-m 
s-N-¿-p-¶-X-v I-p-ä-I-c-a-m-W-v. C-§-s-\-
s-b-m-s-¡-b-m-s--W-¦-n-e-p-w I-r-j-n-b-n-S-
§-f-n-s-e a-ä-p I-o-S-§-f-m-b F-e-n-, 
H-m-´-v-, A-c-W-, ]-m-¼-v X-p-S-§-n-b 
P-o-h-n-I-s-f X-n-¶-p-s-I-m-ï-v C-h 
Irjn-k-w-c-£-I-c-m-I-p-¶-p. ]-£-n-
IÄ G-ä-h-p-w \-Ã I-m-e-m-h-Ø-m 
k-q-N-I-§-f-m-W-v. \-Ã ]-¨-¸-p-Å-, 
\-n-d-s-b a-c-§-f-p-Å Ø-e-§Ä C-h 
X-n-c-s-ª-S-p-¡-m-d-n-Ã. h-c-ï Ø-e-

§-f-m-W-n-hbv¡nj-v-S-w. X-a-n-g-v-\-m-S-p-t-]-m-s-e \-½-p-s-S \-m-S-p-w h-c-f-p-¶-p 
F-¶-m-W-n-X-v k-q-N-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶-X-v. A-X-n-\-mÂ \-Ã ]-¨-¸-p-ï-m-b-n-¡-g-n-
ª-mÂ C-h h-c-ï Ø-e-§Ä t-X-S-n-t-¸-m-I-p-s-a-¶-m-W-v {-]-X-o-£.

Laterite hillock mining and Wetland reclamation

In the name of development, be it construction of roads, 
highways, bridges, railway tracks, houses, commercial 
complexes, residential high rise apartments etc., two of 
the most devastating and disastrous activities happening 
across the length and breadth of Kerala is cutting of 
laterite hillocks for bricks or excavation of loose laterite 
soil as cheap raw material for reclamation, filling and 
levelling, mainly that of wetlands. But the actual cost on 
the environment is really very high. And most drastically, 
these are irreversible changes. Laterite hillocks are actually 
sponges of Mother Earth which can retain water in its 
pores when we receive good rainfall and slowly allows it 
to flow down in due course of time to recharges our wells 
and ground water structures. Wetlands also, on the other 
hand, act as flood buffer zones, to retain the excess water 
during monsoons and helps to slowly percolate the water 
into ground water structures. We are destroying both the 
natural habitats and compromising on our water security. 
By reclaiming wetlands, we are compromising on our food 
security also. 

Recently, in a meeting convened by Shri Jiji Thomson 
in Thiruvananthapuram, in his opening remarks he said 
that development of infrastructure like highways are 
necessary to make cities more livable. When I was listened 
to that remark, I recollected my recent experience from 
the neighbouring Kollam District. The Department of 
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Kerala 
had sanctioned a project to the organization I work with i.e., 
WWF-India titled ‘Laterite Mining and Quarrying in Kerala 
and its Environmental Impacts’. Due to the magnitude and 
widespread nature of the activity, we restricted our studies 
only to the approved list of mining sites of Mining and 
Geology Department mainly in 7 districts in the State. We 
received the list of approved sites for laterite brick cutting 
from the Department and we started our field work. In 
Kollam, we were really in a dilemma when women of 
all ages, mainly mothers, gathered around us and were 
recollecting their experience in tears. 

Some years back, contractors had come saying that laterite 
bricks are available below the surface soil and lured the 
land owners to give their land for brick extraction at the 
petty lease amount of Rs 2500 per acre and an additional 
nominal amount of a Rupee for each brick extracted. 
Initially some people had reservations in giving their land 
for lease. But when neighbors gave their land on lease and 
started pocketing money, others were also encouraged to 
do so. Contractors finished the cutting and brick extraction 
work in no time, levelled the land partially with the surface 
soil and moved on to the next site. Few months down the 
line, wells started running dry. 
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Now many households in and around the area are 
permanently with dry wells facing severe water shortage all 
throughout the year. For the lure of some money, they gave 
away the land thoughtlessly to mining and such activities 
and now they are reaping the result because at that time 
they were bothered only about the money and they never 
thought about the short and long term, direct and indirect 
impacts such kind of activities can have on the landscape, 
biodiversity, topography and hydrology. Maybe they made 
some petty cash, but did it improve their living – No. 
Instead their basic need of water has been compromised 
forever. No human can reverse this undesirable change 
also. Livable just does not mean good roads, high rise 
residential buildings, shopping complexes and malls etc. 
Priority should be for the basic needs in life – unpolluted 
air, safe food, good and easy access to clean water, decent 
living spaces and then comes all the others.

We are still measuring ourselves on the development scale 
based on annual income, luxuries, purchasing power, 
investments etc. But across the world, people are moving 
into new scales like Human Development Index, Gross 
National Happiness, Ecological Footprint and the Happy 
Planet Index. We need to consider the development of our 
society and its people based on these new indices. Maybe 
we will be alarmed and there might be a lot that we will be 
able to change, before it is too late. So when we go in for 
major alterations of our natural habitats, mainly through 
mining and quarrying and also through huge reclamation 
and levelling activities, we should be extra cautious and do 
to the due diligence with regard to nature and environment 
and proceed forward ensuring that we are doing the least 
possible damage and also doing all things possible so 
that the natural basic elements of landscape, biodiversity, 
topography and hydrology are left intact as much as 
possible.

We have clear examples from history – we converted 
Putharikandam in East Fort to Putharikandam Maidanam 
by reclaiming it and now we have flooding during heavy 
showers in and around the Ganapathy Kovil area. And 
inspite of many efforts by different governments and their 
administrations to pump in money and bring in technology 
to find a solution, it has never succeeded. When you play 
with nature, you need to be extra careful. When nature 
retaliates, it will be disastrous.

Renjan Mathew Varghese
State Director, WWF-India

27þ02-þ2016 i-\-n-b-m-g-v-N c-m-h-n-s-e R-§Ä 51 t-]À H-c-p-a-n-¨-v ]p©-¡cn 
X®oÀ¯S¯-n-t-e-¡-v H-c-p ]T-\-h-n-t-\-m-Z-b-m-{-X t-]-m-b-n. WWFþse 
thmf−nbdmb {io. PbvNµv F-¶ h-y-à-n-b-m-W-v R-§Ä-¡-v F-
Ã-m I-m-c-y-§-f-p-w ]-d-ª-p-X-¶-X-v. c-ï-p ]-m-X-I-f-p-s-S-b-p-w \-S-p-h-nÂ 
H-c-p I\mÂ. H-c-p-]-m-S-p ]-¨-¸-m-b-e-p-w ]-p-Ã-p-I-f-p-w B-¼-e-p-w \-n-d-ª 
I\mÂ. A-t-±-l-w R-§Ä-¡-v H-m-t-c-m ]-£-n-I-s-f-b-p-w I-m-W-n-¨-p-X-
c-p-I-b-p-w A-h-b-p-s-S t-]-c-p-IÄ ]-d-ª-p-X-c-p-I-b-p-w s-N-b-v-X-p þ s-]-m-
·-m³-, \-oÀ-¡-m-¡-, I-m-¡-¯-¼-p-c-m-«-n-, X-p-¶-m-c³ ]-£-n-, ]-e-b-n-\-w 

s-I-m-¡-p-IÄ-, I-r-j-v-W-¸-c-p-´-v a-p-X-e-m-b- a-p-¸-X-n-e-[-n-I-w ]-£-n-I-s-f 
I-m-W-n-¨-p-X-¶-p. H-c-p-h-i-¯-v ]-¨-h-n-c-n-¨ s-\Â-¸-m-S-§Ä-, a-d-p-h-i-¯-v 
]-S-h-e-I-r-j-n-, \-S-p-h-nÂ I\mÂ. A-§-s-\ R-§Ä s-\Â-¸-m-S-§-
f-p-s-S A-c-n-I-n-e-q-s-S t-]-m-I-p-t-¼-mÄ ]-m-S-¯-v h-n-h-n-[-b-n-\-w s-I-m-¡-p-
IÄ-, s-]-m-·-m-\-p-IÄ F-¶-n-h Blmcw tXSp-Ibpw D-b-c-¯-nÂ 
h-«-a-n-«-p ]-d-¶-p I-f-n-¡-p-I-b-p-w s-N-¿-p-¶-p-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. A-§-s-\ 
t-]-m-I-p-t-¼-mÄ [-m-c-m-f-w s-X-§-p-IÄ \-n-d-ª {-]-t-Z-i-¯-v H-c-p s-X-
§-nÂ Bä-¡p-cphn I-q-S-p-h-b-v-¡-p-¶-p-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. h-f-s-c ̀ -w-K-n-b-m-
b-n-c-p-¶-p A-X-v. h-o-ï-p-w a-p-t-¼-m-«-p t-]-m-b-t-¸-mÄ N-p-ï-v I-d-p-¸-p-w 
t-Z-l-a-m-s-I X-h-n-«-p-\-n-d-h-p-a-p-Å H-c-p s-I-m-¡-n-s-\ I-ï-p. h-e-n-b H-c-p 
s-I-m-¡-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p A-X-v. h-o-ï-p-w a-p-t-¼-m-«-p-t-]-m-b-t-¸-mÄ ]-i-p-¡-s-f 
h-fÀ-¯-p-¶ Ø-e-w I-ï-p. [-m-c-m-f-w ]-i-p-¡-f-p-w I-q-«-¯-nÂ c-ï-v 
a-q-¶-v F-c-p-a-I-f-p-w D-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. h-o-ï-p-w \-S-¶-t-¸-mÄ I\m-ense 
s-h-Å-w h-e-n-b b-{-´-§Ä h-¨-v s-\Â-¸-m-S-§-f-n-t-e-¡-v H-g-p-¡-p-¶-p-
ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. H-g-p-I-n-s-b-¯-m³ N-m-e-p-I-f-p-w X-n-c-n-¨-n-«-p-ï-v. A-e-v-]-w 
a-p-t-¼-m-«-p-\-o-§-n-b-t-¸-mÄ H-c-p {-]-I-m-i-w I-ï-p. R-§Ä h-n-N-m-c-n-¨-p 
A-X-v s-s-_-¡-v B-b-n-c-n-¡-p-s-a-¶-v. F-¶-mÂ A-S-p-s-¯-¯-n-b-t-¸-m-
g-m-W-v j-q-«-n-w-K-v \-S-¡-p-¶-X-v I-ï-X-v. k-o-c-n-bÂ \-S-·-m-s-c-b-p-w I-

ï-p. A-h-t-c-m-s-S-Ã-m-w "l-m-b-v-' ]-d-ª-v h-o-ï-p-w a-p-t-¼-m-«-p \-S-¶-p. 
A-§-s-\ H-m-t-c-m-t-c-m I-m-g-v-N-IÄ I-ï-p-\-S-¶-p. F-¶-n-«-v a-p-t-¼-m-«-p-
\-o-§-n-b-t-¸-mÄ H-c-p ]-m-e-w I-ï-p. ]-m-e-w I-S-¶-v A-S-p-¯-p-Å s-h-
Åm-b-W-n I-m-b-e-p-w I-ï-p. a-d-p-h-i-¯-p-I-q-S-n b-m-{-X-b-m-b-n. H-c-p-h-i-w 
a-p-g-p-h-\-p-w ]-S-h-e-I-r-j-n-b-p-w N-o-c-I-r-j-n-b-p-w ]-b-À I-r-j-n-b-p-a-m-b-n-
c-p-¶-p. h-f-s-c `-w-K-n-b-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. H-m-t-c-m ]-S-h-e-§Ä-¡-n-S-b-n-e-q-s-S-
b-p-w H-c-p-]-m-S-v I-p-ª-p-]-£-n-IÄ ]-d-¡-p-¶-p-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. F-¶-n-«-v 
G-I-t-Z-i-w 9 a-W-n B-b-t-¸-mÄ R-§Ä X-n-c-n-¨-v tdmUn-se-¯n. 
H-c-p I-S-b-p-s-S a-p³-h-i-¯-v H-¯-p-I-q-S-n. F-¶-n-«-v s-F-i-z-c-y-t-N-¨-n a-p-
t-¶-m-«-v I-S-¶-p-h-¶-v P-b-v-Nµv k-m-d-n-s-\ \-µ-n-]-d-ª-v b-m-{-X-b-m-¡-n. 
A-X-n-\-p-t-i-j-w s-k-_-m-Ì-y³ k-mÀ I-p-«-n-I-t-f-m-S-v t-I-m-h-f-¯-v t-]-m-
b-n-«-v t-]-m-I-m-s-a-¶-p ]-d-ª-p. I-p-«-n-I-s-f-Ã-m-h-c-p-w k-t-´-m-j-a-p-Å-h-
c-m-b-n-¯-oÀ-¶-p. A-X-n-\-p-t-i-j-w s-k-_-m-Ì-y³ k-m-d-n-s-â t-\-X-r-X-z-
¯-nÂ h-c-n-h-c-n-b-m-b-n _-Ê-nÂ I-b-d-n. h-o-ï-p-w 2 I-n.a-o. k-©-c-n-¨-v 
t-I-m-h-f-s-¯-¯n. _-Ê-v a-s-ä-m-c-p `-m-K-¯-v H-X-p-¡-n-b-n-«-p. H-c-p-]-m-S-v 
C-d-¡-w C-d-§-n-b-m-W-v t-]-m-t-I-ï-X-v. C-u I-b-ä-¯-nÂ \-n-¶-p t-\-m-
¡-n-b-t-¸-mÄ I-SÂ h-f-s-c s-]-m-¡-¯-n-e-m-s-W-¶-p t-X-m-¶-n. ]-n-s-¶ 
R-§Ä h-c-n-h-c-n-b-m-b-n C-d-¡-w C-d-§-n I-S-e-n-\-p k-a-o-]-s-a-¯-n. 
B ]-q-g-n-a-W-e-n-e-q-s-S \-S-¡-m³ \-Ã c-k-a-p-ï-v. a-W-e-nÂ I-mÂ 
N-h-n-«-p-t-¼-mÄ X-m-g-v-¶-p-t-]-m-I-p-w t-]-m-s-e t-X-m-¶-p-w. ]-n-s-¶ R-§Ä 
A-S-p-¯-p-I-ï s-N-d-n-b s-N-d-n-b ]-m-d-¡-Ã-p-I-f-nÂ I-b-d-n-b-n-c-p-¶-v 
`£Ww I-g-n-¨-p. ]ns¶ A-S-p-¯-p-I-ï s-N-d-p ]-m-X-b-n-e-q-s-S \-o-§-n. 
[-m-c-m-f-w I-S-IÄ D-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. [-m-c-m-f-w C-w-¥-o-j-p-I-m-c-p-w D-ï-m-b-n-
c-p-¶-p. t-]-m-I-p-¶-X-n-\-n-S-b-nÂ G-X-p k-v-I-q-f-n-s-e I-p-«-n-I-f-m-s-W-¶-p 
t-N-m-Z-n-¨-p. I-o-g-m-d-qÀ k-v-I-q-f-n-s-e I-p-«-n-I-f-m-s-W-¶-p a-d-p-]-S-n. a-p-t-¶-m-«-p 
\-o-§-n. \-o-ï ]-S-n-IÄ I-b-d-n. H-c-p h-n-i-m-e-a-m-b s-s-a-X-m-\-¯-n-s-e-
¯-n. h-e-n-b ]-mÀ-¡-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p A-X-v.A-h-n-s-S H-c-p h-e-n-b I-q-S-m-c-w 
t-]-m-s-e t-X-m-¶-n-¡-p-¶ F-t-´-m D-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. F-´-m-W-v A-s-X-¶-v 
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Asian Waterfowl Census 2016

AWC 2016 was carried out in the three southern districts 
of the State by WWF-India with the support of Social 
Forestry Wing of Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department. 
It was carried out at Kollam on 9th January covering 6 
sites with the participation of 34 members. The result 
was very disappointing with a drastic fall in the number 
of birds to 5303 from last year’s 7620. The census in 

R-§Ä-¡-d-n-b-n-Ã-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. A-h-n-sSb-n-c-p-¶ S-n-¡-ä-v I-u-ï-d-p-s-S 
A-\-p-h-m-Z-t-¯-m-s-S R-§Ä A-X-n-\-I-¯-p I-b-d-n. [-m-c-m-f-w ]-S-n-
IÄ \-n-d-ª I-q-S-m-c-a-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p A-X-v. A-X-n-\-p-t-i-j-w ]-mÀ-¡-nÂ 
R-§Ä I-f-n-¨-p. s-h-Å-w Z-m-l-n-¨-t-¸-mÄ A-S-p-¯-p-I-ï S-m-¦-nÂ 
\-n-¶-p-w s-h-Å-w I-p-S-n-¨-p. ]-n-¶-o-S-v R-§-s-f-Ã-m-h-c-p-w H-c-p-a-n-¨-v ]-S-n-
I-f-n-d-§-n. t-\-s-c t-]-m-b-X-v s-F-k-v-{-I-o-w I-S-b-n-t-e-¡-m-W-v. H-m-t-c-m 
I-p-«-n-I-f-p-w s-F-k-v-{-I-o-w h-m-§-n I-g-n-¨-p. ]-n-¶-o-S-v A-S-p-¯ s-N-d-n-b 
I-S-b-nÂ \-n-¶-p-w s-\-Ã-n-¡ D-¸-n-e-n-«-X-p-w a-m-§ a-p-f-I-p-s-]-m-S-n h-n-X-
d-n-b-X-p-w h-m-§-n I-g-n-¨-p. \-Ã c-p-N-n-b-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p.

F-¶-n-«-v R-§Ä I-SÂ-¡-c-b-n-s-e ]-q-g-n-a-WÂ N-h-n-«-n I-S-e-n-t-e-¡-n-
d-§-n. I-SÂ X-n-c-b-S-n-¨-v R-§-f-p-s-S A-S-p-t-¯-¡-p h-¶-p. I-m-e-nÂ 
C-¡-n-f-n-b-m-¡-p-¶-X-p-t-]-m-s-e s-h-Å-w I-m-e-nÂ X-p-f-p-¼-n-s-¡-m-t-ï-b-n-c-p-
¶-p. A-©-p-a-p-\-n-«-p I-g-n-ª-v R-§Ä h-c-n-b-m-b-n I-b-ä-w I-b-d-n-h-¶-p. 
I-m-e-n-e-n-c-p-¶ a-W-s-e-Ã-m-w X-«-n-¡-f-ª-v \-nÂ-¡-p-t-¼-mÄ H-c-p I-m-g-v-N 
I-ï-p. H-c-p _-Z-m-w a-c-¯-nÂ H-c-p I-m-¡ I-q-S-p h-¨-n-c-n-¡-p-¶-p. A-
X-nÂ a-p-«-b-p-t-ï-m I-p-ª-p-§-f-p-t-ï-m F-¶-p-Å B-I-m-w-£ H-m-t-c-m 
I-p-«-n-I-f-n-e-p-a-p-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. F-¶-mÂ Iïp]nSn-¡m³ I-g-n-ª-n-Ã. 
]-n-s-¶ R-§Ä _-Ê-nÂ I-b-d-n. R-§Ä h-o-ï-p-w 2 aWn-¡qÀ 
k-©-c-n-¨-p. A-§-s-\ R-§Ä G-I-t-Z-i-w ]-{-´-ï-c a-W-n-b-m-I-m-
d-m-b-t-¸-m-t-g-¡-p-w H-m-t-c-m I-p-«-n-I-f-p-w h-o-«-n-s-e-¯-n. C-u ]T-\-b-m-{-X 
H-c-n-¡-e-p-w a-d-¡-m-\-m-h-n-Ã, C-u Z-n-h-k-hpw.

t-P-m-b-n-k-v b-p. s-F-k-I-v
STD VII A, Govt. Higher Secondary School, Keezharoor.

CHILDREN’S CORNER

Linking up

This is a small activity to have a look into your surrounding's 
biodiversity and it’s interlinkages. Note down all the living 
forms around you including animals, birds, insects, trees, 
plants, and everything including humans on a chart paper. 
Then find out the connections between each other and 
evaluate how these connections affect your daily life in 
any means. Give 5 points to each level of connection and 
calculate which connection is supporting a better life. 
Realize that all these connections only sustain you in the 
world.

Pathanamthitta was held on 17th January again covering 
6 sites with the participation of 22 including both amateur 
birders and experts. The number of species counted was 
one less than the last year, but the total number of birds 
increased from 3053 to 4228. The last AWC of the region 
in Thiruvananthapuram was held on 26th Jan with the 
participation of 35 members covering another 6 sites. A 
considerable 30% increase in the number of birds was very 
positive, but the habitats loosing its quality and shrinking 
with regard to its extent was a matter of great concern. AWC 
was led by Sri.P.K.Uthaman, A.K.Sivakumar, C.Harikumar, 
Jaichand Johnson, Neha Waikar, Sujith V Gopalan, CG 
Arun, Kiran RC and Govind G. 
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Friday Forum

Friday Forum in the month of February was held on 15th 
Monday. Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer led 
the session on “Safe Food” with a multimedia presentation 
and interaction with the students. Around 100 students 
from 4 institutions participated in the Friday Forum.

CFL Distribution at Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary & 
Agasthyavanam Biological Park

Following Earth Hour 2015, under the banner of ‘Going 
beyond the Hour’, Kerala State Office with the support of 
KSEB and EMC distributed CFLs freely to 206 families in 
Peppara WLS at Podiyam and Podiyakkala tribal settlements. 
Each family was given two CFLs each for reducing their 
power consumption and the event was used as a platform to 
convey the message that energy conservation can mitigate 
global warming and climate change to a very great extent. 
In the  second similar event, 2 CFLs each were distributed 
to 240 tribal houses of Agasthyavanam Biological Park on 
12th February.

Great Backyard Bird Count/ Campus Bird Count

Kerala State Office took part in the GBBC by partnering in 
the Campus Bird Count held on 12th February in All Saints 
College, Thiruvananthapuram. Ms.Neha Waikar, one of our 
active volunteer and a good birder led the team of students 
and listed 22 species of birds from the campus. It was a 
training session for the students also to observe birds and 
identify them. 

CBMP/ Bird Atlas Prototype

Kerala State Office has been part of the Common Bird 
Monitoring Programme and this time we have done this as a 
prototype of the Bird Atlas of Thiruvananthapuram district 
in the background of the discussion with Dr. Nameer and 
others on the proposal to develop a formal Bird Atlas for 
Kerala in the coming days. In the present exercise, we have 
covered 37 different locations across the district with the 
help of our volunteer team. 

World Wetlands Day 

WWF-India, Kerala State Office observed World Wetlands 
Day 2016 at NSS College, Kumarakom on 9th February 
in association with the College Tourism Club supported 
by Kerala State Council for Science, Technology & 
Environment. The programme was inaugurated by Sri. 
Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, WWF-India in a 

session chaired by Dr. G. Santhosh, Principal of the College. 
A set of posters on wetlands was released in this session. 
Following the inaugural session, the technical session 
on ‘Wetlands – issues and concerns – case studies from 
Kerala.’ was presented by Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese. A 
documentary screening of ‘Home - My Garden of Eden’ was 
done in the forenoon session. The afternoon session was a 
quiz competition exclusively on wetlands mastered by Sri. 
A.K. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, WWF-India. The 
quiz was not only a time of questions and answers but was 
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highly interactive learning process on wetlands. Another 
session on ‘Responsible Tourism in Kadalundi Community 
Reserve’ was lead by Sri. Abin, Tourism Academician, 
School of Tourism Studies, MG University, Kottayam. 
An exhibition on biodiversity, endemic and endangered 
species was also arranged at the venue. 

Exhibition Stall as part of National Biodiversity Fest 
2016 of KSBB

The event was held at Nehru Stadium, Kottayam from 19 
– 25 February, 2016. WWF was specially invited to put 
up our exhibition stall and two stalls were allocated to us 
free of cost. Mr. Harish Kumar, Administrative Assistant 
arranged the stalls and manned it during the fest days. 

Urja Kiran 
(Energy Conservation Awareness Campaign)

Urja Kiran, the Energy Conservation Awareness Campaign 
funded by Energy Management Centre, GoK in association 
with CED was organised in 2 districts at 5 venues.

Ernakulam District 

Thrikkakara in Albertian Institute of Science & Technology 
(AISAT) - The programme was inaugurated by Smt.Jessy 
Peter, Municipal Chairperson of Kalamassery and she 
released the resource material kit including the Urja Kiran 
booklet, stickers and posters developed by WWF-India. 
Sri. Gopinathan Nair, Resource Person, EMC led a session 
on ‘Energy Conservation’. Then Sri. Renjan Mathew 
Varghese, State Director, WWF-India led another session 
on ‘Ecological Footprint & Sustainable Development’ 
focusing the energy consumption in all sectors of life. 
Sri.A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, WWF led an 
activity to assess every one’s ecological footprint and to 
realize their energy consumption and to make change in 
their lifestyle.

Thripunithara - This was an event conducted for the 
general public. The event timing was scheduled taking 
into consideration the convenience of the public and the 
most suitable centrally located venue was also chosen. 
While inviting, even though many people showed interest 
and enthusiasm and we expected around 60 participants, 
finally during the event on 19th February, only 20 turned 
up. But the 20 were very genuinely interested and involved 
in this theme and there was very good discussions and 
deliberations. The programme was inaugurated by 
Smt. Radhika Varma Ward Councilor, Thripunithara 
Municipality. Session on ‘Energy Conservation’ was led by 
Mr. Gopinathan Nair, Resource Person, EMC and Session 
on ‘Ecological Footprint & Sustainable Development’ 
was led by Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese. Sri. Murukan 
Pareparambil, Programme Volunteer, WWF-India delivered 
the vote of thanks.

Palakkad

Pattambi Govt. Sanskrit College - The programme was 
inaugurated on 17th February by Smt. C. Sangeetha, Vice-
Chairperson, Pattambi Municipality in a function that was 

presided over by Prof. Anithakumari V.S. Principal of the 
College. The session on ‘Ecological Footprint & Sustainable 
Development’ was led by Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese. 

Thrithala Govt. Arts & Science College - The programme 
was inaugurated on 18th February by Sri.M.K.Pradeep, Vice 
President of Thrithala Block Panchayat in a function that 
was presided over by Prof. Dr.K.N. Vijayakumari, Principal 
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of the College. Smt. Siji M.U., Environment Club Co-
ordinator welcomed the guests and participants. Session 
on Energy Conservation was led by Sri. P. Baiju, Program 

Paaristhithikam 2015-16 
(State Environment Awareness Campaign)

WWF-India, Helping Hands Organisation (H2O) and Kerala 
My Own Country (KMOC) jointly organised Paaristhithikam 
2015-16 – the State Environment Awareness Campaign of 
Dept. of Environment and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala 
with the Beach Clean-up Campaign in Shanghumugham 
Beach, Thiruvananthapuram. The programme included 
installation of six litter-bins, exclusively designed and 
fabricated by WWF-India, along the beach road for tourists 
to responsibly dispose the litter generated from ice-creams, 
toys and snacks sold in the area. The students of Fine Arts 
College, Thiruvananthapuram came up voluntarily to do 
art work along the outer wall of the Indoor Stadium in 
Shanghumugham. Beach Clean-up was carried out by 
college students and volunteers along with the cleaning 
staff of Thiruvananthapuram Corporation and DTPC. 
Volunteers from TCS were also present in the event and 
they sponsored a whole new set of cleaning equipment to 
the cleaning staff.

Officer, CED. The session on ‘Ecological Footprint & 
Sustainable Development’ was led by Sri. Renjan Mathew 
Varghese.

Shoranur Govt. Polytechnic & IPT - The programme was 
inaugurated on 20th February by Capt. Dhinachandran C. 
Principal of the Institute. Sri.Renjan Mathew Varghese, 

State Director, WWF-India introduced the programme. 
Suresh G. NSS Coordinator welcomed the guests and 
participants. Session on Energy Conservation was led by 
Sri. Sivankutty, Resource Person, EMC. The session on 
‘Ecological Footprint & Sustainable Development’ was led 
by Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese. 

Environment Education Strategy meeting

State Director and Senior Education Officer attended the 
meeting on “WWF-India’s Education Head Start Vision 
2020” at New Delhi from 21st to 24th Feb 2016. Based on the 
many years of experience and the available expertise, we 
have given maximum inputs to the meeting and actively 
took park in the discussions and deliberations. 


