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The Asian Waterbird Census (AWC) is an authentic 
record of the waterbirds of our region and over the past 
few years, under the Green Partnership Programme of 
the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department, WWF-
India Kerala State Office has been involved in leading 
the Census covering the three southern districts of 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Pathanamthitta. 
This year, we mobilized participants under our 
Volunteer Engagement Programme (VEP) and our 
volunteers were actively engaged in the census exercise 
on 14th January at Kollam, 15th at Pathanamthitta and 
21st at Thiruvananthapuram covering pre-identified 
locations, 6 sites each in Kollam and Pathanamthitta 
and 9 in the Capital district. Each site was covered 
between 6.30 to 11.00am under the leadership of an 
expert birder along with a photographer and one or two 
Volunteers. The project ‘Marine Turtle Conservation 
along Kerala Coast’ is moving ahead full steam as the 
nesting seasons of Turtles are on. Maximum reports of 
Turtle nestings are coming in from Puthenkadapuram 
near Chavakkad in Thrissur district. Surya Kala Kayika 
Samskarika Vedhi, a Local Marine Turtle Conservation 
Group (LMTCG) is taking a very proactive role under 
the leadership of its President Mr. Saidu Muhammed 
in the protection of the nesting Turtles, their nests and 
eggs. We are giving all possible support in this regard. 
The volunteers of Surya are regularly patrolling the 
beaches for protecting any Turtles coming to the beach 
to make nest and lay eggs, since they need the highest 
level of protection, as otherwise, they go back to the 
sea without making nest and laying egg at the slightest 
disturbance. Once they see any nests, they assess the 
level of protection of the nest and in most cases, they 
transfer it inland and away from disturbances. Earlier 
they used to make protection enclosures in a very 
crude manner using sticks and poles and covering 
them with discarded fishing nets. But under this 
project, we fabricated a very good handy model of a 
Nest Protection Enclosure which can accommodate 
upto eggs of six nests at a time. Following this, the 
Social Forestry Division also fabricated three nests in 
the same model and provided two of them to Surya 
Club and one to another LMTCG i.e. Mahatma Club. 
The resource materials in the form of Marine Turtle 
Handbook, Turtle Coloring and Activity Book, Sticker 
Set, Poster Set, Exhibition Panel Set etc. have all been 
designed and the text has been translated from English 
to Malayalam, thanks to the timely help of Hari and 
Shalini.

The awareness sessions mainly targeting students are 
being organized at the school level along the coast. 
The events are half day programmes with exhibition 
arranged in classrooms and two awareness sessions 
for a gathering of around 100- 120 participants from 
the senior classes. In some locations, the programmes 
were arranged in Lower Primary Schools also and it 
was really a challenge to convey the message of Turtle 
Conservation to the little kids in a story manner. The 
work of developing the web based platform ‘Marine 
Turtle Information System – Kerala Coast (MTIS-
KC)’ is progressing with the involvement of GeoVin 
Solutions Pvt. Ltd. This platform will ultimately have 
all the information regarding Marine Turtles along the 
Kerala Coast on a common platform and in future will 
help in easy data updation. Initially we envisaged to 
develop three Marine Turtle Interpretation Centres 
at Chavakkad, Kolavipalam and Nileswaram. But 
now we understand that, it will most probable not 
materialize at Chavakkad and Nileswaram because we 
will not get the land or building as suggested earlier, 
due to different reasons. At Kolavipalam, there is a 
name’s sake Marine Turtle Interpretation Centre under 
Theeram Prakriti Samrakshna Samithi. The renovation 
work has been taken up under this project. The entire 
roof of wooden poles and traditional earthen tiles are 
being pulled down and the roof is being recreated 
with metal truss and the traditional earthen tiles itself 
will be relaid. The art work has been outsourced to 
Godfrey’s Graphics and they are working on it with 
full energy and enthusiasm. As in the previous years, 
we were also part of Urja Kiran, Energy Conservation 
Awareness Campaign (ECAC) being supported by 
EMC, Kerala and co-ordinated state-wide by CED, 
Thiruvananthapuram. We organized the awareness 
and action programmes in Ongallur and Pattithara 
Gramapanchayats falling under Pattambi and Thrithala 
electoral constituencies. Our various events under the 
environment education  programme  is  also going ahead 
very well including Friday Forum for School Students 
at Thiruvananthapuram, Orientation for Teacher 
Trainees at NSS Training College, Changanassery, 
WWF Exhibition Stall at the Kerala Science Congress 
Expo  at Thiruvalla and National  Biodiversity  
Conference  Expo at Thiruvananthapuram, launch 
event for our Volunteer Engagement Programme at 
Thiruvananthapuram, observation of World Wetlands 
Day 2017 at Pathanamthitta with very impactful 
activities, Orientation Session for the Common Bird 
Monitoring Programme (CBMP) at Pathanamthitta, 
Campus Bird Count etc.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director
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Hope Island becomes graveyard for Olive Ridleys

Carcasses of Olive Ridley Turtles are washing ashore on 
Hope Island’s beaches, indicating that the breeding cycle 
of the endangered species has been dealt a severe blow this 
year by mechanized fishing boats. Forest Department has 
spotted 54 carcasses on the shores of Hope Island in just 

'No' to plastic carry bags from March 1

A total ban on procurement, storage, and sale of all kinds 
of plastic and non-woven polypropylene carry bags was 

Amazon deforestation, once tamed, is now back. 

A decade after the “Save the Rainforest” movement forced 
changes that dramatically slowed deforestation across 
the Amazon basin, activity is roaring back in some of the 
biggest expanses of forests in the world. That resurgence, 
driven by the world’s growing appetite for soy and other 
agricultural crops, is raising the specter of a backward slide 
in efforts to preserve biodiversity and fight climate change. 
In the Brazilian Amazon, the world’s largest rainforest, 
deforestation rose in 2015 for the first time in nearly a 
decade, to nearly 2 million acres from August 2015 to July 
2016. That is a jump from about 1.5 million acres a year 
arlier, according to estimates by Brazil’s National Institute 
for Space Research. The reports of fresh deforestation 
come despite a landmark deal signed three years ago that 
included a target of “eliminating deforestation from the 
production of agricultural commodities like palm oil, soy 
and beef products by 2020.” (Source: The Hindu, 26 Feb, 
2017)

Black Rhinos on the brink of extinction

Poaching has begun to drive the African Black Rhinoceros 
to “the verge of extinction” - not just by reducing its 
population size, but by erasing 70% of the species’ genetic 
diversity - says a research paper published recently in 
Scientific Reports. Genetic variation is the cornerstone of 
evolution; so a low genetic diversity decreases the ability 
of a species to survive and reproduce. The species is now 
restricted to five countries: South Africa, Namibia, Kenya, 
Zimbabwe, and Tanzania. Genetically unique populations 
that once existed in Nigeria, Cameroon, Chad, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Mozambique, Malawi, and Angola 
have disappeared due to big game hunting and poaching 
for horns. Greater the genetic diversity, the better is the 
population's ability to respond to pressures such as climate 
change and diseases, said Prof. Bruford. “Thus, the loss of 
so much evolutionary potential among the Black Rhino is 
worrying for its future adaptability.” (Source: The Hindu, 
26 Feb, 2017)

one month. “In the entire six-month season last year, we 
spotted 152 carcasses. But this year the numbers seem to 
be on the rise” A. Sunilkumar, Forest Range Officer said. 
“Owners of mechanized boats are not taking precautions 
to protect the Turtles. Most of them are crushed under 
the boats and succumb to injuries” said K. Thulsi Rao. 
Fitting a Turtle Excluder Device (TED) to their trawl nets 
allow the animals to pass, but few opt for the device due 
to lack of sensitization. “The device is not available in the 
open market” said S. Angeli, Deputy Director, Fisheries 
Department. (Source: The Hindu, 12 Jan, 2017)

Karnataka’s roaring Tiger story threatened by snares

The death of six Tigers were reported in the new year on 
the fringes of Karnataka’s Nagarahole and Bandipur Tiger 
Reserves.  A six-year-old Tigress being found dead with 
its spine snapped, near Srimangala in Kodagu, on  the 
periphery of Nagarahole Tiger Reserve, highlighted the 
growing challenge. The animal had gotten trapped in a 
snare set for Wild Boar in a coffee estate. The rest of the 
Tiger casualties arose from natural causes or unsuccessful 
attempts to tranquillize and capture. The Forest Department 
went into a huddle and drew up   a plan to comb the buffer 
zones of the reserves for snares as well as Tigers that have 
ventured out. Since core forest areas have benefited from 
protection, officials are now trying to reduce the spillover 
impact of the Tiger population on buffer zones. With the 
big cat’s population in the core areas reaching saturation 
point, officials and activists think there is bound to be higher 
mortality and man-tiger conflict. (Source: The Hindu, 31 
Jan, 2017)

Centre doubles Solar Park capacity to 40,000 MW

The Cabinet has approved the doubling of Solar Park 
capacity to 40,000 MW, which will entail an additional 50 
Solar Parks to be set up by the Government at a cost of Rs 
8,100 crores. While most of the additional 50 Solar Parks 
to be commissioned by 2019-20 will be of 50MW capacity, 
the Centre is also considering smaller Parks in Himalayan 
and other hilly states where contiguous land is difficult to 
acquire. “The total capacity when operational will generate 
64 billion units of electricity per year which will lead to 
abatement of around 55 million tons of carbon dioxide 
per year over its life cycle”, said Mr. Goyal. Authorities 
explained that the State Governments will first nominate the 
Solar Power Park Developer (SPPD) and will also identify 
the land for the proposed Solar Park. The proposal will then 
be sent to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy for 
approval, following which the SPPD will be sanctioned a 
grant. (Source: The Hindu, 23 Feb, 2017)

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

GLOBAL
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SPECIES OF THE ISSUE

This solitary rodent is a three feet long animal that is her- 
bivorous and is found in the canopy of tall and profusely 
branched trees. It travels from tree to tree with jumps 
extending upto 6 m. They rarely leave the trees and are 

Indian Giant Squirrel 
(aeb®m³)

set, and plastic sheets and covers and disposable plastic 
utensils and glasses will also be prohibited. Green Protocol 
has been made mandatory for functions in City limits from 
March 1. The ban is part of an initiative to reduce plastic 
waste in the Capital. Authorities said there had been a 
considerable reduction in plastic waste in the City after 
the civic body prohibited the sale of bags below 50 micron 
thickness. He said traders and citizens had supported 
the cause and more awareness programmes would be 
launched. Cloth and paper bags would be promoted and 
supplied at affordable rates. The Annual Plan of the civic 
body would be modified to include Green Protocol and 
financial aid would be given to Kudumbasree units for its 
implementation. (Source: The Hindu, 25 Jan, 2017)

KWA to check misuse of water

In the wake of impending water scarcity, the Kerala Water 
Authority has strengthened measures to prevent leakage 
and wasteful usage of water. Consumers are directed to fix 
any leaking pipes, tanks, or connection lines on their house 
premises as soon as possible. The use of drinking water 
for other purposes, including unauthorized collection of 
water in wells, tube wells, and tanks from public taps and 
KWA pipelines is prohibited. Public taps found to be used 
for bathing, washing clothes or vehicles, bathing cattle, 
and for construction activities will be shut down. For 
unauthorized use of pipelines, fines up to Rs 50,000 will 
be slapped. Household connections with over six months’ 
payment overdue, and non-household connections with 
over two months’ overdue, will be discontinued, as well 
as that of consumers who are yet to replace dysfunctional 
water meters. (Source: The Hindu, 31 Jan, 2017)

MEMBER’S DESK

As part of the school induction programme, Teacher 
Trainees  from NSS Training College went to various 
schools in and around Changanassery. The programme 
started from January 23 and continued for a month till 
February 17. It was World Wetlands Day on February 2 
and the Trainees were all aware of this day because of 
the workshop they had attended before leaving for the 
school induction. The Nature Club of the college had 
organized a one day workshop on the importance of 
wetlands and the need to protect it. The workshop was led 
by A.K. Sivakumar Sir and it really helped the students to 
understand the importance of wetlands. As suggested by 
Sivakumar Sir the Nature Club members of NSS Training 
College took the initiative and asked all Student Teachers 
to conduct a seminar and exhibition on the importance of 
wetlands. The students were provided with PowerPoint 
presentation as an added tool so that they could use it 
and make their presentation more effective. The Trainees 
were also informed to conduct the seminar on February 
2 if possible or any other day which they find suitable. 
All the Teacher Trainees were interested in making the 
presentation and did it in the best way they could. Seminars 
and exhibitions were conducted in eight schools including 
SB HSS Changanassery, NSS English Medium High School 
Perunna, NSS Boys High School Perunna, NSS Girls High 
School Perunna, Devasam Board HSS Kavumbhagam, NSS 
GHS Karukachal, NSS BHS Karukachal, and Govt. Model 
HS Puzhavathu.

After the School Induction programme, the Teacher 
Trainees shared their views on the seminar conducted and 
were so excited about it. It was really an opportunity for all 
of them to organize and conduct a seminar and exhibition. 

hard to find. They are three or two toned with white, red, 
and brown fur and a characteristic white patch behind 
the ear. They are seen only during the early morning or 
late evenings and are resting during midday. They cannot 
withstand the heat. The Giant Squirrel is seen making 
globular nests out of leaves and twigs. It makes multiple 
nests in the tree which are used as sleeping quarters and 
one is used as a nursery. All the nests are made on the 
thinnest branches of the trees to ensure that predators can’t 
reach the nest as the branches would not hold the added 
weight. This is a clever defense mechanism adopted by the 
squirrel parents. This squirrel does not immediately run 
when in danger, instead it would simply freeze or flatten 
itself on the tree trunks. This is a character which makes 
it hard to be spotted by humans. Since the animal doesn’t 
move, we can’t find it due to the camouflage of the tree 
leaves and other branches. It is the Forest Gardener, since it 
is responsible for seed dispersion like the regular gardeners. 
It eats the fruits and deposits the seeds at faraway places, 
which helps  the forest grow.
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ACTIVITIES OF WWF-INDIA  
KERALA STATE OFFICE

Asian Water Bird Census 2017 at Kollam, 
Pathanamthitta and Thiruvananthapuram districts

As part of the Green Partnership Program and under 
WWF’s Volunteer Engagement  Program (VEP), Kerala State 
Office conducted the AWC in the three southern districts. 
Our Volunteers were engaged in this on 14th Jan at Kollam, 
15th at Pathanamthitta and 21st at Thiruvananthapuram at 
different locations, under the leadership of an expert birder 
along with a photographer. This was a venture taken out 
with the support of Social Forestry Wing of Kerala Forests 
& Wildlife Department. The census brought out a higher 
number of birds in all the three districts, both in species as 
well as in individual count.

All of them agreed that it was a useful programme as they 
could create genuine interest in the students. It was due to 
the influence of the workshop on wetlands that the students 
eagerly prepared posters and paintings. The PowerPoint 
presentation was helpful in making the students participate 
effectively and the presentation included information 
regarding the types of wetlands, the number of wetlands 
in Kerala, and the need to protect them etc. The problems 
faced by wetlands were also explained with relevant local 
examples. The children were made aware about such 
threats and a determination to fight against it could be seen 
in their eyes. Today’s younger generation are the ones who 
determine our future and therefore it was very essential 
that they need to be made aware of the importance of 
wetlands so that now itself they would do something good 
to protect and bring back the lost beauty of wetlands.

Revathy N. 
NSS Training college, Changanassery.

Marine Turtle Conservation Project along Kerala Coast

The project being funded by Johnson Lifts & Escalators is 
going on very well with the good association of all Local 
Marine Turtle Conservation Groups (LMTCGs) along the 
Kerala Coast. The nesting of Olive Ridleys are mainly 
happening in Chavakkad this year and the related energy, 
excitement and enthusiasm is very much evident in the 
LMTCGs. The web GIS based Marine Turtle Information 
System – Kerala Coast (MTIS-KC) is being developed 

by GeoVin Solutions Pvt Ltd. In the month of February, 
Mahatma Club received 2 nests, Surya Club received 
around 7 nests, Theeram Prakrithi Samrakshana Samithi 
received 4 nests and Naithal received 2 nests. Most of the 
nests  have  been relocated in land for extra protection, 
and we have fabricated metal enclosures and given to the 
Local Marine Turtle Conservation Groups (LMTCGs) for 
relocating and protecting the nests and eggs from dogs, 
jackals, and humans.

International Conference on Coastal Biodiversity 
Assessment (COBIA 2017)

WWF was the organizing partner for COBIA 2017 held at 
St Gregorios College, Kottarakara from 5 – 7 January 2017. 
Mr. Vinod Malayilethu, Senior Co-coordinator, Marine 
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Program attended the conference and delivered the talk on 
‘Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) Certification of Short 
Neck Yellow Clam in Ashtamudi Estuary, Kollam’ and 
explained its various implications. The talk was followed 
by a very good interactive session. Mr. Renjan Mathew 
Varghese, State Director attended the conference and 
delivered a talk on “Marine Ecosystem – Linking Species, 
Habitats & Human Well-being”.

GIS Workshop at LBS Institute of Technology for 
Women

The State Director was invited to the workshop organized 
on 12th January at LBSITW by ISG and ISRS Trivandrum 
Chapters and he delivered the talk on ‘Geoinformation 
Technology for Natural Resource Management’ with WWF 
case studies on the wide applications of GIS and remote 
sensing data in the conservation of landscapes, habitats, 
and species.

Orientation for Teacher Trainees at NSS Training 
College, Changanassery

A single-day orientation session was conducted in 
the college on 18th January on the theme “Wetlands”. 
Sessions on ‘Environment Education’ and ‘Wetlands - 
issues and concerns’ were led by A.K. Sivakumar, Senior 

Education Officer and Mr. Govind, Co-ordinator, Volunteer 
Engagement Program. The sessions were followed by 
group activities designed to reveal the cultural value of 
each type of wetland. The participants were also assigned 
to conduct awareness sessions in nearby schools about the 
upcoming World Wetlands Day 2017, turning the program 
into another Volunteer Engagement Program.

Friday Forum 

Friday Forum was held at the usual venue, the Museum 
Auditorium in Thiruvananthapuram, on the theme 
‘Wetlands - Threats and Concerns’ on 20th January 2017. 
Around 60 students and teachers from 2 institutions 
participated and Sri. A.K. Sivakumar led the session. The 
theme was very relevant as the World Wetlands Day was to 
be observed on 2nd February, just 12 days after. 

WWF Stall in the KSC 2017 Expo and NBC 2017 Expo.

WWF-India put up an 
exhibition stall as part of the 
5-days exhibition at Mar Thoma 
College, Thiruvalla, organized 
in connection with the Kerala 
Science Congress organized 
at the college by Kerala State 
Council for Science, Technology, 
and Environment from 26th to 
30th Jan 2017, and at Tagore 
Theatre, Thiruvananthapuram 
in connection with National 
Biodiversity Congress organized 
by Kerala State Biodiversity 
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Board from 22nd to 26th February 2017. All the office 
staff were actively engaged in putting up the stall, and 
interacting with the visitors. The exhibition panels made 
as part of  the  ongoing Marine Turtle  Conservation Project 
were displayed  along with other panels on Marine and 
Coastal Ecosystem. WWF-India won the Second Prize for 
the Best Stall in the NGO category.

Formal launch of the Volunteer Engagement Program

Though many programs are already going on under the 
VEP, the official launch program was held on 21st January 
2017 at Museum Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram along 
with the conclusion meeting of the Asian Waterbird 
Census 2017 with Sri. K. Gangadharan, Director, Dept. of 
Museums & Zoos as the Chief Guest. The three AWCs of 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Pathanamthitta were 
coordinated under VEP. Kerala State Office launched the 
program by honoring our senior volunteers namely, K. 
Sivaprasad, O.M. Mathew, Jaichand Johnson, and Neha 
Waikar.

World Wetlands Day 2017

Being part of Volunteer Engagement Program (VEP), 
Kerala State Office organized the World Wetlands Day 
2017 with an awareness component followed by an action 
component  in and around Polachira, a very productive 
wetland in Pathanamthitta. A multimedia presentation to 
this effect was made on 1st February for the 50 participants 
at Thumpamon North HSS and for the general public 
at Ulanad Samaskarika Samithy, Pathanamthitta. The 
participants assembled the next day morning at the wetland 
to eradicate the invasive plants Mikania and Salvinia from 
the wetland by uprooting them.

The State Director was invited as the Chief Guest to deliver 
the lead talk in the World Wetlands Day Program organized 
by Department of Zoology, NSS College, Nilamel on 14th 
February.

Class for Refresher Course in Environmental Science

The State Director was invited as a Resource Person for the 
Refresher Course in Environmental Science organized by 
the UGC Human Resource Development Centre, University 
of Kerala to handle two sessions on ‘Ecological Footprint 
and Sustainable Development’ and ‘Human – Animal 
Conflicts’ in the forenoon on 6th February.

Inauguration of Dharani Eco Club, KAU Campus, 
Mannuthy

The College of Dairy Science and Technology, Kerala 
Agricultural University, Mannuthy Campus has initiated 
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a new Eco Club this year with the name ‘Dharani’ and has 
enrolled it under our NCI network. The State Director was 
invited to kick start the ‘Invited Lectures Series’ under the 
initiative of the Eco Club. The State Director along with 
Mr. Thomas Perumittom and Mr. Murukan Pareparambil, 
two of our active Volunteers, visited the campus and the 
college on 9th February and delivered a talk titled ‘Nature 
Conservation, Environment Protection, and People’s 
Participation’ and had a good session of active interaction 
with the participants. 

Regional Recognition Event for Wipro 'earthian' 

Orientation for Common Bird Monitoring Program 
(CBMP) at Mount Tabor Training College, 
Pathanapuram

Kerala State Office conducted an Orientation Program on 
CBMP and its sub components, the Campus Bird Count, 
and Great Backyard Bird Count on 17th February 2017 at 
Mount Tabor Training College, Pathanapuram. Around 83 
Teacher Trainees attended the program.

Campus Bird Count

Campus Bird Count, the sub-component of CBMP was 
coordinated by WWF in five colleges and one school in 
Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam Districts.

The CBC was led by our Volunteers, Mr. G. Govind 
in NSS College, Nilamel & Le’Cole Chempaka, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Mr. Anu John in St. Stephen’s 

The event was organized by WWF-India and CPREEC, 
Chennai in association with the WIPRO earthian Program 
on 9th February 2017. The school teams presented their 
projects on Sustainability of Water and Biodiversity. The 
presentations were followed by active discussions and 
deliberations. The student teams from Le’Cole Chempaka 
International, Le’Cole Chempaka ISC and Holy Angels ISC 
schools received the Regional Winners Awards of Wipro 
earthian, presented by Dr. C. Bhaskaran, Member, State 
Advisory Board, WWF-India and Member, Working Group, 
State Planning Board.
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College, Pathanapuram & Fatima Mata National College, 
Kollam, Dr. Jishnu R. in SN College, Kollam, and Mr. 
Sahil Salim in St. Gregorios College, Kottarakara. Around 
80 students and teachers made use of this opportunity to 
enter and explore the world of bird watching and upload 
the data on ebird.org

Orientation Session for NSS Volunteers at MG College

The State Director was invited to the Orientation Session 
for about 100 NSS Volunteers of MG College, Paruthipara, 
Thiruvananthapuram on 21st February. The talk was on 
‘Ecological Footprint and Sustainable Development’

Urja Kiran 2017

Urja Kiran, the Energy Conservation Awareness Campaign 
(ECAC) being supported by EMC, Kerala and CED, 
Thiruvananthapuram was held in Ongallur and Pattithara 
Gramapanchayats respectively on 23rd February. A total 
of 75 women and 12 men from different Kudumbasree 
units participated in the program in the two panchayats. 
The event was inaugurated by Sri. Jishar Parambil, 
President of the Gramapanchayat, and by Sri. M.K. 
Pradeep, Vice- President of Thrithala Block Panchayat in 
the event organized in the respective panchayats. Sri. A.K. 
Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, WWF-India briefed 
on the program and its objectives in his welcome address. 
Sri. Murukan P.P., Resource Person of EMC and active 
Volunteer of WWF led the session on Energy Conservation 
mainly in household system as it holds the lion’s share 
of the State’s electricity consumption. Sri. P.P. Krishnan, 
Lecturer, Electronics & Communication Dept., Victory ITI, 
Edappal led the training session on assembling the LED 
bulbs.

National Biodiversity Conference 2017

The NBC 2017 was organized by KSBB at Govt. Guest 
House Thycaud from 23 – 24 February. The State Director 

was specially invited to the inaugural function and further 
on to Chair a session as part of the Conference on 23 Feb, 

be a Member in the Panel Discussion held on 24 Feb and 
be Judge in the Children’s Biodiversity Congress organized 
on 25th February.

Campaign on Urban Biodiversity

As part of VEP, a campaign on the necessity of protecting 
our Urban Biodiversity and protecting their habitats 
was carried out from 23rd to 25th February 2017 at the 
National Biodiversity Congress (NBC) organized by Kerala 
State Biodiversity Board. 15 volunteers from ELPF at 
Kallambalam, and 30 volunteers from the Nature Club of 
NSS College, Nilamel took the lead as participants. They 
conducted the campaign by wearing masks of different 
urban species along with placards describing the necessity 
of protecting them.


