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FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK

The months of January and February witnessed a flurry 
of activities, and that too very diverse, including the Asian 
Waterbird Census, Bird Atlas Survey, Paaristhithikam i.e. the 
State Environment Awareness Campaign, to attending the 
WWF Global Education Summit – the first of its kind ever 
in the WWF-International Network and that too in India, 
putting up exhibition stalls, observance of World Wetlands 
Day with multiple programmes in different venues, Common 
Bird Monitoring Programme and the Campus Bird Count. As 
in past years, this year also, WWF covered the wetlands in 
the three southern districts of Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam 
and Pathanamthitta for the Asian Waterbird Census. Teams 
comprising of experts, amateurs, budding birdwatchers and 
photographers visited the various sites and carried out the 
survey and count of the waterbirds in the area, including both 
migratory and resident. The data was finally compiled into the 
AWC 2019 Report and shared with the media also for wider 
awareness on the wetlands around us and its direct value with 
regard to being home to migratory and resident waterbirds and 
acting as their feeding, breeding and nesting grounds. Under 
the Green Partnership Programme we have been carrying 
out the Bird Atlas Surveys, again covering the three southern 
districts of Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Pathanamthitta. 
The Bird Atlas Survey in Shendurney WLS for the dry season 
covering the forest areas was completed during this period. 
WWF-India Kerala State Office joined hands with the WWF-
India Western Ghats Nilgiris Landscape Programme Office 
based in Coimbatore to organize a workshop to invite and 
train volunteers for birding in and around Vazhachal forests 
and encourage them to write their observations in a very 
creative manner with the objective of ultimately publishing it 
as a “Handbook of Birds of Vazhachal”. Mr. Tiju Thomas of 
the WGNL Programme have been working in this area since 
the last many years, especially for the community rights work 
for the Kadar Tribals in the light of the Forest Right Act. In 
Kerala, we have also fully taken up the GIVEUP campaign 
launched by WWF-India, especially emphasizing giving up of 
single use plastics. WWF was awarded a project titled “Know 
Your Plastic Footprint” under the Paaristhithikam scheme of 
Dept. of Environment and Climate Change, Govt. of Kerala 

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Worrying’ rise in global CO
2
 forecast for 2019

The level of climate-warming carbon dioxide (CO
2
) in the 

atmosphere is forecast to rise by a near-record amount 
in 2019, according to the Met Office. The increase is 

being fuelled by the continued burning of fossil fuels and 
the destruction of forests, and will be particularly high 
in 2019 due to an expected return towards El Niño-like 
conditions. This natural climate variation causes warm and 
dry conditions in the tropics, meaning the plant growth 
that removes CO

2
 from the air is restricted.  Levels of the 

greenhouse gas have not been as high as today for 3-5 mn 
years, when the global temperature was 2-3°C warmer and 
the sea level was 10-20 metres higher. Climate action must 
be increased fivefold to limit warming to the 1.5°C rise above 
pre-industrial levels that Scientists advise, according to the 

and to implement this project we had selected 30 schools in 
Thrissur and partnered with Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, Thrissur 
Chapter. As part of the project, we organized an initial Teachers 
Training Workshop with the participation of the Teacher-in-
charge of the project from the 30 schools. In continuation to 
this, we distributed a set of 3 big size litter bins for different 
categories of plastic waste. The students were asked to bring all 
the plastic waste from their homes, segregate it and put it in the 
bins labelled for each item. The quantitative assessment was 
carried out weekly to make the students understand the quality 
and quantity of plastics in our daily life and also encouraged 
them to discuss among themselves how they can reduce their 
“Plastic Footprint” and thereby adopt those responsible actions 
as individuals, families, and as whole school. We also put 
up our WWF exhibition stall at the Kerala State Biodiversity 
Congress. The State Director attended the WWF Global 
Education Summit organized at WWF-India Secretariat in the 
month of January which was attended by around 45 delegates 
from WWF-India offices across the globe. The three days 
event witnessed a wide range of activities including technical 
sessions, online video conferencing with some experts, group 
activities, brainstorming sessions on possible new ideas and 
initiatives etc. The summit was a great opportunity to meet 
people working in environment education in WWF across 
the globe and share ideas and work that is happening in our 
various offices. The Common Bird Monitoring Programme was 
organized with the active involvement of around 50 Volunteers 
and the Campus Bird Count was organized in six colleges. We 
had got funding from ATKINS to organize Eco-Trails and we 
organized the same for students from the Government Schools 
in and around Munnar where the majority of the students 
are from the financially backward families of the tea estate 
employees. The World Wetlands Day was organized in the 
first week of February with multiple programmes in different 
venues, mainly colleges and we reached out to around 500 
students. WWF was also part of the Elephant Conservation 
Workshop organized in Fort Kochi as the culmination event of 
the exhibition of Lantana Elephants.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director

GLOBAL



2 /  Mruthika/ January-February 2019

NATIONAL

Forty-nine Elephants and other wildlife killed in 
railway accidents between 2016 and 2018: MoEFCC

Forty-nine Elephants, 11 Tigers and 13 Lions died in railway 
and road accidents in the past three years according to 
the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) report ‘Eco-friendly measures to mitigate 
impacts of linear infrastructure’, an advisory document 
released with the ultimate aim of mitigating human-
animal conflicts. Despite this advisory, and many others 
issued by conservationists and organisations, deaths of 
wild animals in road and railway accidents have continued 
unabated. According to the Ministry, several notifications 
have been issued, including one on December 28, 2016, 
to Chief Wildlife Wardens, to implement precautionary 
measures for minimising Elephant deaths caused by train 
accidents. Jose Louise, a Conservationist with the Wildlife 
Trust of India (WTI), which has developed a mobile app 
for monitoring road kills, said that when the railway was 
developed, “it was never thought that it could lead to the 
death of so many wild animals.” While Mr. Louise notes 
that experts consider wildlife corridors while planning new 
infrastructure projects, he feels that data generated from the 
app can provide practical answers on regulating traffic and 
reducing road kills in existing projects in the coming years. 
(Source: The Hindu, 13 January 2019)

‘Protecting biodiversity outside Ecologically 
Sensitive Areas is critical to protect Western Ghats’

Protection of places that are located outside the Ecologically 
Sensitive Areas (ESA) notified by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
is very critical for the protection of the Western Ghats, 
according to K. C. Malhotra, Founder Chairperson of Save 
Western Ghats Movement (SWGM). Such places constitute 
close to 90% of the Western Ghats, for which conservation 
strategy was not addressed in the reports of both the High 
Level Working Group on Western Ghats (Kasturirangan 
Committee Report) and Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel 
(Gadgil Commission), he said. Around 10 to 20 % of places 
in the Western Ghats are covered in ESA. The remaining 
places outside the ESA are spread across individual holdings 
in the forms of farms and estates. No study has been done 
to find what individuals and farmers living in these places 
are doing to the environment. According to Mr. Malhotra, 
the largest biodiversity spots he had witnessed outside the 
Protected Areas were in Sacred Groves, numbers of which 
have decreased drastically over the years. “Some of the 

UN. But the past four years have been the hottest on record 
and global emissions are rising again after a brief pause. 
The Met Office has a good record of forecasting global CO

2
 

levels and predicts that the average rise over 2019 will be 
2.75 parts per million (ppm). That would put it among the 
highest annual rise in the 62 years since good records began. 
It forecasts an average CO

2
 level in 2019 of 411ppm. Monthly 

averages are expected to peak at 415ppm in May, before the 
growing season temporarily reduces levels to 408ppm in 
September, when CO

2
 will begin rising once again. The level 

of CO
2
 in the atmosphere, before the industrial revolution 

sparked the large-scale burning of coal, oil and gas, was 
280ppm. (Source: The Guardian, 25 January 2019)

UN: Growing threat to food from decline in 
biodiversity

The plants, animals, and micro-organisms that are the 
bedrock of food production are in decline, according to 
a UN study. The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), who’ve put the report together using data gathered 
in 91 countries, says it is the first such study of its kind. The 
report, called the State of the World’s Biodiversity for Food 
and Agriculture, highlights two key messages. (1) World 
is relying on an ever smaller number of foodstuffs to feed 
a growing population that’s expected to rise to around 10 
billion people by 2050. Of the 6,000 plant species cultivated 
for food, just nine account for 66% of total crop production. 
The world’s livestock production is based on around 40 
species with only a handful providing the vast majority of 
meat, milk and eggs. (2) Many of these species that support 
food and agriculture are under threat or declining. Around a 
thousand wild food species, mainly plants, fish and mammals 
are decreasing in abundance. According to the study, the 
lack of biodiversity can leave food production much more 
vulnerable to shocks, such as outbreaks of disease and pests. 
The report says that there are several significant causes or 
drivers of biodiversity loss. The main ones are: (a) Changes 
in land and water use and management (b) Pollution (c) 
Overexploitation and overharvesting (d) Climate change (e) 
Population growth and urbanisation. FAO said that it is very 
positive to see that countries are adopting more and more 
practices that contribute to sustainable food production 
across the globe. Citizen scientists also play a strong role to 
drive change. (Source: BBC, 22 February 2019)

Aussie mammal the first ‘climate change 
extinction’

Repeated ocean inundation of the Cay - a low-lying island 
on a coral reef - which had resulted in dramatic habitat loss, 
led to its disappearance. Australia officially declared a Great 
Barrier Reef rodent extinct, making it the first mammal 
believed to have been killed off by human-induced climate 
change. The rat-like Bramble Cay Melomys — whose only 
known habitat was a small sandy island in far northern 
Australia — has not been spotted in a decade. Available data 
on sea-level rise and weather events in the Torres Strait 
region “point to human-induced climate change being the 

root cause of the loss of the Bramble Cay Melomys”, a study 
released in 2016 said. The Melomys Rubicola, considered 
the Great Barrier Reef’s only endemic mammal species, was 
first discovered on the Cay in 1845 by Europeans who shot 
the “large rats” for sport. (Source: The Hindu, 19 February 
2019)
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The fast-growing species can tolerate a wide 
variety of environmental conditions

From clambering Lantana plants to Karimeen like Red 
bellied Paku, invasive species comes in all sizes. The latest 
addition to Kerala’s invasive list is only around a centimetre 
or two long: Scientists have confirmed the presence of the 
invasive Black striped Mussel Mytilopsis sallei in Kochi’s 
backwaters. In a study published on December 25 in the 
scientific journal Current Science, researchers at the Cochin 
University of Science and Technology (CUSAT) used 
basic genetic methods to confirm the identity of mussels 
they collected from Cochin harbour and Ezhupunna in 
Alappuzha. They extracted DNA from these mussels. While 
running this through an international online database, they 
matched it to the DNA of mussels observed from the Lam 
Tsuen River in Hong Kong (China), confirming that it is 
the same species that is now found in Kochi’s backwaters. 
The Black striped Mussel native to the South and Central 
America, is an invasive species in most parts of the world 
and has been recorded from countries including Hong Kong, 
Australia and Japan. In India, it has been recorded from 
the ports of Mumbai (Maharashtra) and Vishakapatnam 
(Andhra Pradesh). It spreads primarily through the 
discharge of ballast water of ships (seawater carried in the 
ballast tanks of ships to improve its stability and balance). 
The fast-growing species – which dwells in shallow water 
– can tolerate a wide variety of environmental conditions 
(salinity, water temperatures and oxygen levels; tests in 
the laboratory confirmed this again), which helps them 
thrive in the new areas they colonise. Though tiny, these 
invasive mussels are ‘biofoulers’, he added: organisms 
that accumulate on wet surfaces, causing huge ecological 
and economic losses. They can cause the deterioration of 
coastal infrastructure. The mussels can also displace native 
species of clams (which local fishermen depend on for their 
livelihood) from their coastal habitats and cause a reduction 
in native biodiversity. Now the mussels can be spotted along 
most of Kerala’s coastline (Source: The Hindu, 1 January 
2019).

Wayanad Sanctuary yields a new spider

A new species of spider has been discovered from the 
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary, a major biodiversity hotspot 

SPECIES OF THE ISSUE

Whale Shark  
(Rhincodon typus)

They are the world’s biggest fish and grow to a length of 40 
feet and weigh around 11 tons. They eat tiny plankton and 
fish eggs, which they filter-feed as they swim slowly along 
with their giant mouths wide open. According to IUCN, 

best Sacred Groves in the country are situated in Kerala, 
known as ‘Kaavu’ and around 2,000 of them are still 
remaining. Similar types of Sacred Groves are seen in Tamil 
Nadu, Karnataka and Maharashtra. Apart from protecting 
some of the endangered species, several new species were 
discovered in Sacred Groves. Altogether, they constitute 
4% of biodiversity outside the forests,” he said. “A larger 
role is left in reaching out to the people to teach them their 
role in protecting the environment and the Western Ghats 
in individual and at family level’’. (Source: The Hindu, 2 

February 2019)

in the State. The new species, Cocalus lacinia, spotted in the 
Kurichiad Forest Range of the Sanctuary, is taxonomically 
related to an Australian species, described by Arachnologist 
Fred Wanless in 1981. A biodiversity investigation team, 
based at the Centre for Animal Taxonomy and Ecology 
(CATE), Christ College, Irinjalakuda, spotted the new 
species. The head of the 8-mm-long male spider is brownish 
yellow and there are black lines along the sides of the hairy 
head region. Its eyebrows and forehead are white. The oval 
shaped abdomen is yellow and covered with black and white 
scales. The head of the 13-mm-long female is brownish and 
hairy. There is a V-shaped black mark on the upper surface 
of the head and red lines along the sides. (Source: The 
Hindu, 16 February 2019)

Ghost nets, plastics pose threat to seabirds

The unprecedented August 2018 flood has washed out huge 
amount of plastics from the land and rivers into the ocean, 
threatening marine life and underwater ecosystem. Now, 
Scientists have come across evidence that migratory birds 
are also victims of the plastic discards. The sight of seabirds 
ingesting plastics is on the increase in Kerala, especially 
during the period from November to February when 
migratory species visit the State. Similarly, discarded fishing 
gear, including nylon nets and cut lines with hooks, often 
becomes lethal for seabirds. “We need concerted action to 
manage plastic pollution in our coastal waters and an urgent 
intervention to ban single use plastics in Kerala,” says A. 
Bijukumar, Head of the Department of Aquatic Biology and 
Fisheries, University of Kerala, who supervised the research. 
(Source: The Hindu, 24 February 2019)
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MEMBERS DESK

CHILDREN’S CORNER

Q W E R T Y U I O P A S D F G S H J K L Z

C U M U L U S X C E F B A R O M E T E R V

L L B N M Q W E R R L T Y U I O O G P A S

O D I F G H J K L E O Z X N C G N V B N M

U M N M B V C X Z H O A S I D I M F T Y H

D A Z F A M S C X P D E W A M Z I H X U F

Q X H J Y T U A F S J H U R R I C A N E X

X J B U O D E K R O G R A Y X H R F H Y J

P U F R O S T C K M X W J F R A O N G T A

O K M C O Z K Y H T L G Z K B U C X R Z B

L H R U D A G C U A E R O S O L L T F R F

L X S D A J X L B J N K A H U M I D I T Y

U T J F N I F O T H D G I T Z C M Q J K G

T G X H R Z L N Z K X H E F B Q A Y A D U

I A G E O G U E Y O A K R U X H T M X R Q

O F U R T Y P H O O N F Y S G R E G Q I H

N Z Y A J G Z I K Y T E M P E R A T U R E

Find the following words related to climate change from the jumble 
above: 

CUMULUS GLOBAL WARMING

CLIMATE CHANGE TYPHOON

RAIN CLOUD

FROST TORNADO

CYCLONE DEW

STORM HURRICANE

OZONE FLOOD

MICROCLIMATE TEMPERATURE 

HUMIDITY POLLUTION

ATMOSPHERE SMOG

BAROMETER AEROSOL

they are an endangered species. Demand for their meat, fins 
and oil, accidental capture as non-target species etc. are the 
threats they face as they have no natural predators.

]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n-k-u-l-mÀ-Z-¯-n-e-q-s-S  
t-U-m. A-`-n-e-m-j-n-s-â b-m-{-X,  

C-t-¸-mÄ h-\-a-n-{-X ]-p-c-k-v-I-m-c-h-p-w

-k-w-Ø-m-\ ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n I-m-e-m-hØ-m h-y-X-n-b-m-\-h-I-p-¸-n-s-â 
]-mc-n-Ø-n-X-n-I-w ]-²-X-n-b-p-s-S ̀ -m-K-a-mb-n B-\-b-d-n-h-v-, I-S-e-d-n-h-v-, 
I-S-e-ma-b-d-n-h-v-, I-m-S-d-n-h-v F-¶-o ]-c-n-]-m-S-nI-f-p-s-S a-p-J-y-k-w-
L-m-S-I-\-m-W-v. ]-p{-X-R-v-P-o-h-, \-o-e-s-¡-m-S-p-t-h-e-n-, P-S-ma-m-©-n-, 
t-k-m-a-e-X F-¶-o A-]-qÀh-§-f-m-b H-u-j-[-k-k-y-§-f-p-s-S 
H-c-p -t-i-J-c-w C-t-±-l-w X-s-â ho«-nÂ ]-c-n-]-m-e-n-¨-p-t-]-m-c-p-¶-p.  
2014-þÂ a-n-I-¨ ̀ -q-a-n--{-X-tk\-m ¢-_-n-\-p-Å k-w-Ø-m-\ ]-p-ck-v-
I-m-c-w s-N-§-¶-qÀ {InkvXy³ t-I-m-t-f-P-n-\-v t-\-S-n-s-¡-m-S-p-¯ 
C-t-±-l-w h-\-w-hI-p-¸-n-s-â 2016-þs-e {-]-I-r-X-na-n-{-X A-h-mÀ-U-v 
t-P-X-m-h-p-I-q-S-n-b-m-W-v. -`-m-c-y S-n.BÀ. K-o-X-p-, a-¡Ä a-tl-i-zÀ-, 
C-µ-p-a-n-{-X.

]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n-s-b-b-p-w s-s-Ph-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-s-¯-b-p-w A-d-n-ª-p-w 
- t-e-m-I-s-¯ A-d-n-b-n-¨-p-w kvt-\l-n-¨-p-a-p-Å b-m-{-X-b-n-e-m-W-v 
t-U-m. BÀ. A-`-n-e-m-j-v. ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n-c-w-K-s-¯ {-]-hÀ-¯-\-§Ä 
h-n-e-b-n-c-p¯-n-b-m-W-v k-w-Ø-m-\ h-\-w-h-I-p¸-v C-u hÀ-j-s-¯ 
h-\-a-n-{-X ]-p-ck-v-Im-c-w C-t-±-l-¯-n-\-v \Â-I-n-bX-v-, C-f-a-®-qÀ 
k-z-t-Z-i-n-b-m-b C-t-±l-w s-N-§-¶-pÀ {-I-n-k-v-X-y³ t-I-m-t-fP-n-s-e 
A-[-y-m-]-I-\-m-W-v. t-I-m-t-fP-nÂ \-q-t-d-m-f-w H-u-j-[-k-k-y-§Ä 
\-n-d-ª D-Z-y-m-\-w-, i-e-` D-Z-y-m-\-w-, a-g-s-h-Å-¯-nsâ b-p-à-n-]-qÀ-
ha-m-b D-]-t-b-m-K-¯-n-\-v \-q-X-\ a-g s-h-Å-k-w-`-c-W-n F-¶-n-h 
C-t-±-l¯-nsâ {-i-a-^-e-a-m-W-v. -h-c-«-m-d-n³ X-o-c-¯-p-\-n-¶-v tIc-
f-¯-n-e-m-Z-y-a-m-b-n I-s-ï-¯-n-b a-q¶-n-\-w D-d-p-¼-p-IÄ-, I-p-f-\-S 
c-ï-m-w -]-p-©-b-n-s-e X-®-oÀ-¯-S-]-£-n-Is-f-¡-p-d-n-¨-v \-S-¯-n-
h-c-p-¶ ]T-\-w-, ]-¼-m \-Z-o-X-o-c-s-¯ N-n-e-´-n-I-s-f¡-p-d-n-¨-p-Å 
]T-\-w F-¶-n-h-b-n-e-qs-S-b-m-W-v A-`-n-e-m-j-v {-i-t-²-b\-m-b-X-v.

A-S-q-c-nÂ ]-¨-¡-n-f-n-¡-q-«-w F-¶ t-]-c-nÂ A-t-±-l-w \-S-¯-n-b 
{-]-I-r-X-n-]T-\-¡-f-c-n-b-nÂ ¹-m-h-n-e-, s-X-t§-m-e-, H-m-a-¯-ï-v-, 
h-m-g-¸-nï-n F-¶-n-h D-]-t-b-m-K-n-¨-v D-ï-m¡-p-¶ I-f-n-¸-m-«-§-f-n-
e-q-s-S N-p-ä-pa-p-Å s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-w F-§s-\ c-k-I-c-a-m-b-n 
]T-n-¡-m-s-a-¶-v I-p-«-n-IÄ-¡-v I-m-W-n-¨-p-s-I-m-S-p-¯-p.  B-e-¸-p-g-, 
]-¯-\-w-X-n-« P-n-ÃI-f-n-s-e h-n-h-n-[ h-n-Z-y-m-`-y-m-k-Ø-m]-\-§-
f-nÂ ¹-m-Ì-n-I-v k-v-I-qÄ _-m-K-n-\-p-w I-y-m-c-n-_-m-K-n-\-p-w ]-I-c-a-m-
b-n A-`-n-e-m-j-v c-q-]-IÂ-¸-\ s-N-b-v-X t-I-m-«¬ _-m-K-p-I-f-m-W-v 
D-]-t-b-m-K-n-¡-p-¶-X-v. ¹-m-Ì-n-I-v a-e-n\o-I-c-W-¯-nsâ Z-p-c-´-^-
e§Ä h-y-à-a-m-¡-p-¶ ̀ -u-a-k-u-l-rZ-¯-n-s-â l-c-n-X-l-k-v-X-
a-p-{-Z-IÄ -F-¶ t-U-m-I-y-p-s-aâd-n k-w-h-n-[-m\-w s-N-b-v-X-n-«-p-ï-v. 
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ACTIVITIES OF WWF-INDIA  
KERALA STATE OFFICE

Asian Waterbird Count in Thiruvananthapuram, 
Kollam and Pathanamthitta.  

Kerala State Office conducted Asian Waterbird Count in 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Pathanamthitta on 6th, 
12th and 13th January 2019 under the Volunteer Engagement 
Program in association with Social Forestry Wing of Kerala 
Forests & Wildlife Department.

The AWC 2019 conducted in Thiruvananthapuram district 
on 6th January 2019 reveals a considerable increase of 58% 
of water birds in the individual count than the previous 
year. The AWC which covered 10 different wetlands counted 
4936 birds belonging to 61 species including 28 migratory, 
a figure much better than last two years, wherein, in 2018 
the count was 3121 birds in 57 species, and 4442 birds in 77 
species in 2017.

The AWC 2019 conducted in Kollam district on 12th January 
2019 really disappointed the birders with less counts except 
in the Needakara – Sakthikulangara harbor   which pushed 
up the total count slightly to an increase of 17 percentage 
of previous year’s number of 5697. The AWC held in 8 
different bird rich sites tallied a count of 6649 birds belong 
to 65 species in place of previous year’s count of 5697 from 
61 species. The 2019 count includes 33 migratory species, 
whereas in 2018 it was 22 only. 

The AWC 2019 conducted in Pathanamthitta district really 
brings out a startling picture with a drastic decline of 39 
percentages in the total count of water birds. The AWC held 
covering 7 different bird rich sites tallied a count of only 
4944 birds belonging to 69 species compared to last year’s 
count of 8048 from 60 species. The 2019 count includes 29 
migratory species, whereas in 2018 it was 25. While the total 
count went down, species count and number of migratory 
birds has gone up slightly.

Observance of Volunteers Anniversary Day at 
Kollam 

Volunteers Anniversary Day was organized at Kollam 
Beach with a cleanup of the coast with the participation 
of around 75 volunteers on 11th January 2019. The ECHO 
volunteers from three colleges and other volunteers actively 
participated in the cleanup drive. The volunteers were 
divided into seven groups & assigned to collect each type of 
waste from a span of 500mts of the beach. The waste were 
collected in a segregated manner like thin plastics and carry 
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bags, thermocol cups, hard plastics including ice cream cups 
& spoons, paper wastes, clothes & chappals, glass bottles 
and plastic bottles. The cleanup drive which spanned for the 
duration of 2 hours resulted in the collection of 15 big gunny 
bags of waste which were handed over to Kollam Municipal 
Corporation authorities for proper disposal. The collected 
wastes were analysed by the student volunteers themselves.

Bird Atlas Survey in Shendurney WLS

Kerala State Office organized the dry season Bird Atlas 
Survey in Shendurney WLS from 16th to 20th January 2019. 
Thirty-two expert birders and other volunteer birders 
became part of the survey by keeping Bird Atlas protocol 
and conventional bird survey protocol. Around 159 species 
of birds including 16 endemics were reported in the survey.  

Workshop on preparation of a Handbook on Birds 
of Vazhachal Forests 

Kerala State Office organized a Workshop for the preparation 
of a Handbook on Birds of Vazhachal forests in association 
with the WGNL Program of WWF-India. It was from 23rd to 
24th with the participation of our volunteers and the tribal 
community members of Vazhachal. The field knowledge of 
the local people with the expertise of other volunteers made 
the workshop a great success.

Paaristhithikam

WWF-India Kerala State Office rolled out Paaristhithikam 
(State Environment Awareness Campaign) of Dept. 
of Envt. & Climate Change at Thrissur on the theme 
‘Understand Plastics in our Daily Life’ covering 30 schools 
with programmes like Teachers Training Workshop with 
43 participants, distribution of a set of 3 waste collection 
bins in each school, collection of plastic waste in a sorted 
manner by students themselves and data collection in each 
school to realise their plastic footprint and adopt methods of 
reducing the same. It was a collaborative programme with 
DoECC, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Thrissur and Corporation of 
Thrissur.
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WWF Global Education Summit 2019

For the first time, WWF-International convened the WWF 
Global Education Summit 2019 from 28 - 31 January 2019 
and WWF-India being the host, the event was held at the 
Auditorium in WWF-India Secretariat, New Delhi. The State 
Director was invited to attend the summit with the objective 
to meet and interact with the WWF Education Team from 
across the globe. The event turned out to be a really great 
experience sharing and learning platform for 4 days.

Elephant Conservation Workshop at Fort Kochi

As an initiative of networking among key personalities on 
the issues faced in Elephant Conservation, a workshop 
was organized at Fort Kochi in which Dr. Sejal Worah, 
Programme Director, WWF-India addressed the gathering 
about WWF’S initiatives and involvement in Elephant 
Conservation and related issues and concerns. It helped 
us to reach out to around 60 key people in Kochi and we 
look forward to establish a good networking among the elite 

community of Kochi for the cause of nature conservation and 
environment protection. Along with this, a public display of 
Lantana Elephants were put up alongside the beach in Fort 
Kochi which attracted the attention of thousands of visitors, 
both international, domestic and local. 

Observance of World Wetlands Day at 
Thiruvananthapuram

Kerala State Office observed World Wetlands Day at Govt. 
College for Women on 2nd February with the participation 
of 31 students. The State Director and Senior Education 
Officer delivered invited talks on World Wetlands Day at SN 
College, Kollam with 48 participations, St. Thomas College, 
Kozhencherry with 150 participants, SN College for Women 
at Kollam with 126, DB College at Sasthamkotta with 70 and 
NSS College at Kottiyam with 110 participants. 
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Common Bird Monitoring Program (CBMP) 2019

Kerala State Office co-ordinated the Common Bird 
Monitoring Program (CBMP) 2019, a PAN India 
participatory science project in three southern districts of 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Pathanamthitta. We have 
provided orientation sessions on CBMP in all three districts 
for 145 college students with the support of our volunteers. 

Regional Recognition Program of WIPRO earthian  

The Regional Recognition Program of Wipro earthian was 
organized by Kerala State Office on 22nd February 2019 at 
Trivandrum Hotel at Statue, Thiruvananthapuram with the 
participation of 50 students and teachers. It turned out to be 
a highly interactive session by sharing each school’s project 
followed by discussions. 

Science Quiz at All Saints College

With the objective to raise awareness among college 
students on science, we conducted a Science Quiz as part of 
National Science Day 2019 at All Saints College. The event 
helped us to reach out to around 100 students and it was 
used as a good opportunity to sensitise the students on 
various aspects of science including nature, environment, 
biodiversity, wildlife etc.


