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Earth Hour has become the world’s biggest people’s 
green campaign wherein on the last Saturday of 
March, you Switch Off all non-essential lights for 
one hour and cast your vote against global warming 
and climate change. In Kerala, the association with 
Energy Management Centre and KSEB over the years 
has brought us to a platform wherein they give us 
5000 CFLs every year to be distributed freely to the 
households belonging to the backward section of the 
society. There is already a heated debate going on 
whether we should promote more CFLs since they 
contain harmful mercury and as more and more 
of this waste is generated and we do not have an 
exclusive collection, storage and disposal system for 
such electronic waste, it can cause much harm to 
the environment and living systems. Yes, we should 
discourage more and more use of such items. But as 
of now, for the State of Kerala, energy conservation is 
high priority since we can meet our increasing energy 
needs only through energy conservation and making 
the shift to renewable energy. In Kerala, we are heavily 
dependent on hydro-electric power and that too has its 
limitations since we cannot go in for many more major 
dams since they have a very big negative impact on 
the environment. We do not have the prospect of going 
the thermal or nuclear energy route since we do not 
have the fuel to run thermal power plants and neither 
do we have vast tracts of uninhabited land along the 
coast to safely setup a nuclear power plant. So the 
saying ‘Energy Saved is Energy Produced’ is very true 
for every Keralite. Since we are in the tropical belt and 
sunlight is available in plenty all through the year, 
making the switch to renewable, mainly solar, is also a 
great option available with us. As part of the extension 
of Earth Hour 2014, we have been organizing various 
events in different locations to distribute the CFLs 
freely to the financially backward. We have not just 
been distributing the CFLs, but using the platform to 
sensitise the community on the impending need for 

energy conservation especially in our State. In the last 
two months, we were successful in distributing CFLs 
to 120 households in Mayyanad Grama Panchayat as 
a joint venture with HELP Foundation, in the eight 
tribal colonies of Vazhachal Forest Division with the 
Western Ghats Landscape Programme of WWF-India, 
150 households in the Aramada Grama Panchayat 
with AMAS Neyyattinkara. The ongoing project on 
‘Preparation of Position Paper on Climate Change in 
Kerala’ is nearing completion with the last round of 
institutional visits, data collection and interaction 
with experts going ahead in full steam. In the EE front, 
three Teachers Training Workshops were organized - 
in Konni and Thrissur in July and Muvattupuzha in 
August and all the three workshops witnessed the 
participation of around 126 school teachers in total. In 
connection with birding, WWF being part of the Green 
Partnership Programme of the Kerala Forests & Wildlife 
Department, an effort to document the avifauna 
outside the forests in the State, we attended the State-
level meeting organized in July at College of Forestry, 
Thrissur with review of the Common Bird Monitoring 
Programme, Pelagic Birding, Kerala Bird Race 2014 as 
key agenda points. Out staff and volunteers actively 
participated in the Heronry Count organized under 
the Green Partnership Programme in Pathanamthitta 
District in August. A three day Wildlife Orientation 
Camp was conducted in August at Parambikkulam 
Tiger Reserve which had the active participation of 
twenty nature enthusiasts. Another major event was 
the City level of Wild Wisdom Quiz 2014 held on 23rd 
August at Vedamanickyam Hall, LMS Compound. 8 
schools participated at the Junior level and 17 schools 
in the middle level. Mas. Aaron Dev Jose and Kum. 
Pooja Bijoy of Le Cole Chempaka became the winners 
of the middle level and we are proud of them as they 
will go to New Delhi to compete with the other City 
level winners from other states for the title of Wild 
Wisdom National Winners 2014.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE

GLOBAL
Atlantic is storing excess heat, says Scientists

The key to the slowdown in global warming in recent years 
lies in the depths of the Atlantic and Southern oceans 
where excess heat is being stored, not the Pacific as has 
previously been suggested, according to new research.  But 

the finding suggests that a naturally occurring ocean cycle 
burying the heat will flip in around 15 years' time, causing 
global temperature rises to accelerate again. The slowdown 
in average surface temperature rises over the last 15 years 
after decades of rapid warming has been seized on by climate 
change sceptics and has puzzled Scientists, who have 
hypothesised that everything from volcanic eruptions and 
sulphur from Chinese power stations to heat being trapped 
deep in the oceans could be the cause. (Source: The Hindu, 
Aug 23, 2014)
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SC puts on hold 140 projects cleared by Wildlife Board

The fate of about 140 projects cleared by the newly-
constituted Standing Committee of the National Board 
for Wildlife (NBW) is uncertain with the Supreme Court 
finding that the panel’s constitution “is not in consonance” 
with the Wildlife Act, 1972. On August 12, a fresh 
Committee under Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar 
had cleared most of the 140 projects pending review. The 
Green Bench directed that none of the orders passed by the 
new committee would be given effect until the next date 
of hearing in the Supreme Court after two weeks. “We are 
of the view that the same was not issued in consonance 
with Section 5A of the Wildlife Act,” the Bench observed 
in the order. The suspension of the Committee’s clearance 
of the projects is based on a petition filed by Pune 
resident Chandra Bhal Singh challenging a July 22, 2014 
notification issued by the Environment Ministry changing 
the constitution of the new Standing Committee. (Source: 
The Hindu, Aug 26, 2014)

India logged 248 new species in 2013

The Zoological Survey of India has discovered 248 new 
animal species in different parts of the country in 2013. 
Of them, 162 are insects, 19 are arachnids, 36 are fish, 5 
are amphibians and 2 are reptiles. “These rarest-of-rare 
species are found in small habitats and most of them are 
endangered,” K. Venkataraman, Director of Zoological 
Survey of India (ZSI), told. Emphasising that such 
discoveries depend on both chance and expertise, he said 
the Western Ghats and Eastern Himayalas continued to be 
“hot-spots for these discoveries.” Of the 1.4 million animal 
species that had been found across the world till December 
2013, India, with over 96,000 finds, was home to 7 per 
cent, he said. (Source: The Hindu, July 13, 2014)

Garbage choking marine life: study

An assessment carried out by the Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute (CMFRI), Kochi, across 150 beaches in 
Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh has 
brought to shore disturbing results of marine pollution. 
Beaches in Maharashtra topped the list with an average 
of 6.7kgs litter per 10sq.m. In Karnataka beaches, litter 
weighing 3g to 856g were found in one sq.m. The Kerala 
average was found to be in the range of 4g to 22g. Plastic 
bottles, pouches and bottles formed major components of 
the refuse. Tamil Nadu painted a relatively clean picture 
as the State average was in the range of 1 to 2.94g per 
sq.m. and pieces of fishing nets dominated the rubbish 
there. While liquor bottles outweighed all other pollutants, 
polythene carry bags, milk covers, styrene dining plates 
and polyurethane foam used as insulators in refrigerators 
and freezers were found strewn across the sandy stretches. 
(Source: The Hindu, July 3, 2014)

Hybrid Tilapia - A threat to endemic species

The fast-growing Genetically Improved Farmed Tilapia 
(GIFT), which is being promoted in a big way in Kerala as 
part of a Marine Products Export Development Authority's 
(MPEDA) project for food security and export promotion, 
may pose a threat to endemic species, especially Pearlspot 
(Karimeen). The license is given to farmers to cage-breed 
Tilapia, a native of Africa, with strict conditions and only 
male sex developed through hormone-laced feed, given 
during their initial growth through cage aquaculture, are 
supplied for pond fish farming. (The male fish has high 
growth rate and it prevents the possible spread of hybrid 
varieties in waterbodies). This, however, is not a safeguard 
considering the possibility of overflowing ponds, warn 
experts. (Source: The Hindu, Aug 24, 2014)

Focus on values of Njavara rice

A festival promoting Njavara rice was held at Chittur, 
Palakkad on 17th July 2014 to coincide with the United 
Nations Organisation (UNO)’s observance of 2014 as the 
International Year of Family Farming. The Palakkad-based 
Njavara Foundation organised the event to promote the 
rice variety with high medicinal and nutritional value. “It 
is used traditionally in Kerala to treat rheumatic patients. 
Njavara rice is in high demand during the Malayalam month 
of Karkidakam for Ayurvedic rejuvenation treatments. In 
spite of this, Njavara has only few promoters. It is in this 
backdrop that we decided to propagate the family farming 
concept across the region with special focus on Njavara,” 
Njavara Foundation Chairman P. Narayanan Unni said. 
(Source: The Hindu, July 15, 2014)

Biodiversity loss pushing Earth towards sixth mass 
extinction

Scientists now warn that the persistent loss and decline 
of biodiversity is leading humanity to early days of the 
Planet’s sixth mass biological extinction event. Since 
1500, more than 320 terrestrial vertebrates have become 
extinct. Populations of the remaining species show a 25 
per cent average decline in abundance. The situation is 
similarly dire for invertebrate animal life. “While previous 
extinctions have been driven by natural planetary 
transformations or catastrophic asteroid strikes, the 
current die-off can be associated with human activity, 
leading to an era of ‘Anthropocene defaunation’,” said lead 
researcher Rodolfo Dirzo, a Professor of Biology at Stanford 
University. (Source: The Hindu, July 26, 2014)
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tIcf-¯nÂ kÀÆ-km-[m-c-W-ambn ImWm³ Ign-bp¶ 
Xmc-X-tay\ hep¸-apÅ Hcp ]£n-bmWv sNt¼m¯v 
AYhm D¸³. \m«n³]p-d-þ-\-K-c-þ-h-\-ta-J-e-þ-X-®o-À¯S 
hyXym-k-an-ÃmsX FÃm-¯cw Bhm-k-§-fnepw Cu 
]£nsb ImWmw. GXm≠v Im¡-tbmfw t]m¶ Cu ]£n-
bpsS Nnd-Ip-IÄ HgnsI tZlw apgp-h³ Idp-¸p-\n-d-am-Wv. 
Nnd-Ip-IÄ¡v \Ã sN¼p \ndhpw I®p-IÄ Xnf-§p¶ Nph-
¸p-am-Wv. "D¸sâ I®pIÄt]mse' F¶ {]tbmKw {it²-
b-am-Wv. sIm¡pw Imep-sams¡ Idp-¸p-\ndw Xs¶-bm-Wv. 
Cu ]£n¡v \¶mbn ]d-¡m-\pÅ Ign-hp-s≠-¦nepw s]
mXpsh Hcp aµ-K-Xn-¡m-c-\m-Wv. "-]q_vþ]q_v' F¶v c≠p-
aq-¶m-hÀ¯nbpÅ apg-§p¶ i_vZ-amWv km[m-c-Wbmbn 
Ch-bv¡p-Å-Xv. ]t£ Nne-t\-c-§-fnÂ Hcp ioÂ¡mc i_
vZ-hp-ap-≠m-¡m-dp-≠v.

h≠p-IÄ, ]Ãn-IÄ, ]mä-IÄ, aäp jUv]-Z-§Ä, sNdnb 
Pohn-IÄ F¶nh-bm-Wv. {][m\ Blm-cw. Xcw-In-«n-bmÂ 
aäp-]-£n-I-fpsS IqSp-I-Ä B{I-an¨v ap«-I-sfbpw Ipªp-§-

Greater Coucal (Centropus sinensis)  
sNt¼m¯v

Money grown on herbs at Marayur

Murugan, a tribal of Kammalankudy in Marayur Sandal 
Division, is a happy lot now. He was selected as the ‘best 
farmer’ in the forest division for producing the highest 
quantity of ‘Kattupadavalam’ (a wild variety of Trichosanthes 
cucumerina) last year which fetched him Rs 3 lakh. He is 
not all alone in the cultivation of ‘Kattupadavalam’ in the 
tribal forest areas. The people of Karpoorakudy, Periyakudy, 
Nellipettykudy, Kuthukallukudy, Vengaparakudy and 
Kavakudy settlements are all engaged in the farming of 
Kattupadavalam, which makes them ‘rich’ through it’s sale 
to the ayurvedic medicine manufacturers which procure 
it completely including the roots. Murugan said he got Rs. 
240 for a kilogram and the produce was taken entirely by 
the ayurvedic firms making it a new trend of cultivation in 
the ‘kudies’ (settlements). The important aspect is that wild 
elephants do not reach the kudies as the bitter taste keeps 
them at bay, he said. The harvesting season of the matured 
herb with seed is from January to April. According to 
M.G.Vinodkumar, Range Officer of the Marayur Range, the 
variety is a speciality of Marayur and what the 
Department did was only provide guidance to the tribal 
people to farm it. It has very good demand among the 
ayurvedic medicine manufacturers and truck loads of 
it were being exported under the auspices of the Vana 
Samrakshana Samithies, run and manned by  the tribal 
people. From time immemorial, the tribal people had grown 
the herb and supplied it to the middlemen at a paltry sum or 
for a small quantity of tobacco or betel leaves. It was in 2011, 
the direct procurement of ‘Kattupadavalam’ started by the 
main two firms - Kottakkal Arya Vaidya Sala and Oushadhi. 
As of now 37 tonnes of the herb was sold by the tribal people. 

chIlDREN’S cORNER

R O S T B E L A S D
H P B A L E M A C R
A P A S A M B A R A
T A R A C A A C E P
I R A D K L O A D O
R H S M B I N T P E
I G I U U N O D A L
G A N Z C C l O N W
L U G W K H L G D O
I R H H O O H G A N
N S A P I A G N A S

Identify 10 State Animals hidden among the boxes below

Ans: Lion (Gujarat), Gaur (Goa), Sangai (Manipur), Red Panda 
(Sikkim), Sambar (Orissa), Black buck (Andhra Pradesh), Camel 
(Rajasthan), Snow Leopard (Himachal Pradesh), Nilgiri Tahr (Tamil 
Nadu), Barasingha (Madhya Pradesh)

sfbpw AI-¯m-¡p-¶Xpw ]Xn-hm-Wv. {]Ir-Xn-\n-co-£W 
IpXp-InIÄ¡pw ]£n-\n-co-£-W-¯nÂ XpS-¡-¡mÀ¡p-
sams¡ hfsc \¶mbn \n-co-£n-¡p-hm³ Ign-bp¶ Cu 
]£n-bpsS tNã-Ifpw Blm-c-co-Xn-bp-sams¡ hfsc ck-
I-c-am-Wv. ]cn-Øn-Xn-]-c-ambn Gähpw \sÃmcp IoS-\m-in-\n-
bmWv Cu ]£n. ]t£, C¶s¯ hnI-k-\-s¸-cp-a-g-bnÂ 
Ch-bpsS Bhm-k-§-fmb sNdp-a-c-§fpw Ipän-¡m-Sp-Ifpw 
aäpw CÃm-Xm-Ip-¶Xv Ch-bpsS \ne-\nÂ¸n\p Xs¶ `o-
jWn DbÀ¯p¶p.
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sImänÃ-§-fn-te-s¡mcp bm{X
h \ w h - I p - ¸ n s â 
kmaqlyh\-h-ev¡-cW 
hn`m-Khpw ]cn-Øn-Xn-
cw-K¯v {]hÀ¯n-¡p-¶ 
hnhn-[-kw-L-S-\-Ifpw 
tNÀ¶pÅ lcn-X-
]¦mfn¯ ]²-Xn-bnse 
hnhn[ ]£n-I-W-s¡-
Sp¸v ]cn-]m-Sn-I-fnÂ {]
[m-\-s¸« H¶m-bn-cp-¶p 
tIc-f-¯nse sImän-
Ã-§-fpsS IW-s¡-Sp-
¸v. WWF-Inda tIcf 
kwØm\ Hm^o-knsâ 
t\Xr -X z -¯ n - e m -b n -
cp¶p Xncp-h-\-´-]p-cw, 
sImÃw, ]¯-\w-Xn« 

PnÃ-I-fnse sImän-Ã-]-T\w \S-¯n-b-Xv. CXmWv ]¯-\w-Xn-« PnÃ-
bnse sImän-Ã-§-fn-te¡v Hcp ]T-\-bm{X \S-¯p-hm³ R§Ä¡v 
kml-Ncyw Hcp-¡n-b-Xv. PnÃ-bnÂ Fhn-sS-sb¦nepw \oÀ¸-£n-IÄ 
Iq«-§-fmbn IqSp-Iq-«n-bn-«ps≠-¦nÂ B hnhcw Adn-bn-¡-W-sa-
¶m-h-iy-s¸«v t\cs¯ Xs¶ ]{X-hmÀ¯ \ÂIn-bn-cp-¶p. IW-
s¡-Sp¸v ]cn-]m-Sn-bpsS PnÃm tImþ-HmÀUn-t\-ä-dmb Fsâ t^mWn-
te¡v [mcmfw kpa-\-Êp-IÄ C¡mcyw hnfn¨v Adn-bn-¨n-cp-¶p.

WWF-India bnse F.sI. inh-Ip-am-dnsâ t\Xr-Xz¯nÂ Rm\pw  
PbvNµv tPm¬k¬, t\l sshImÀ, kmbqPy B\µv F¶n-h-
c-S-§p¶ kwLw BKÌv 10þmw XobXn cmhnse 7 aWn¡v ASq-
cn-se-¯n. AhnsS R§sf Im¯p-\n-¶n-cp¶ tkmjyÂ t^md-
kv{Sn- Unhn-j-\nse DtZym-KØscbpw Iq«n Infn-h-b-en-te-¡mWv 
BZyw t]mb-Xv. ASq-cn\pw G\m-¯n\pw at²y Fw.kn. tdmUnÂ 
Hcp sltdm-Wdn DÅ-Xmbn kao]w Xma-kn-¡p¶ Hcp {]mb-amb 
IÀj-I\mWv hnhcw X¶n-cp-¶-Xv. Hcp henb Nm-c-s¡m¶ ac-
¯n-embn Ipf-s¡m-¡p-Ifpw sNdnb \oÀIm-¡fpw IqSp-Iq-«n-bn- 
«p-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. Ahn-Sps¯ IW-s¡-Sp-¸n\p tijw ASqÀ SuWnÂ  
sslkvIqÄ Ih-ebv¡p kao-]-apÅ ]d-¼nse Bªn-en-a-c-
§-fnÂ IqSp-Iq-«n-bn-cp¶ tNc-t¡m-gn-I-fpsS sImän-Ã-am-bn-cp¶p 
ASp¯ ]T-\-Ø-ew. ASp-s¯§pw henb Pem-i-b-§-fn-ÃmsX 
SuWnÂ 31 IqSp-I-fn-embn \qdn-e-[nIw tNc-t¡m-gn-Isf I≠Xv 
R§sf AÛp-X-s¸-Sp-¯n. AXn\-Sp-¯p-Xs¶ Hcp hmI-a-c-¯nÂ 
Xe-Io-gmbn Xq§n-¡n-S-¡p¶ F®n-bm-sem-Sp-§m¯ hmhÂ 

MEMbER'S DESk Iq«§fpw AÛp-X-¡m-gvN-bm-bn-cp-¶p. ASqÀ sI.F-kv.C._n¡p 
kao-]-¯pÅ Cu sImän-Ã-§-sf-¡p-dn¨v hnhcw X¶ sI.F-kv.-C.-
_n. Poh-\-¡m-c³ B\-µ\pw R§-tfm-sSm¸w D≠m-bn-cp-¶p.

]´fw sI.F-kv.-BÀ.-Sn.-kn. _kv Ìmân-\-Sp-¯pÅ hntÃPv 
Hm^okv tIm¼u≠m-bn-cp¶p ASp-¯-e-£yw. AhnsS Hcp henb 
Bªn-en-a-c-¯nÂ \ndsb tNc-t¡m-gn-Ifpw Ipf-s¡m¡pIfpw 
sNdnb \oÀIm-¡-Ifpw In¶cn \oÀIm-¡fpw IqSp-Iq-«n-bn-«p-≠m-
bn-cp-¶p. `qcn`mKw IqSp-I-fnepw ]e {]mb-¯n-epÅ Ipªp-§sf 
ImWm³ Ign-ªXv kt´m-j-I-c-am-bn-cp-¶p.

AXn-\-Sp¯v Ipf-\S saUn-¡Â {SÌv Bip-]-{Xn¡p kao]w  
sImänÃapÅ-Xmbn hnhcw X¶Xv NnIn-Õ-bn-epÅ _Ôp-hns\ 
kµÀin-¡m³ h¶ Hcp kv{Xobm-bn-cp-¶p. AhnsS R§Ä¡v 
hfsc thZ-\n-¸n-¡p¶ ImgvN-I-fmWv ImWm³ IgnªXv. Bip-]-
{Xn-bpsS sX¡p-h-i-apÅ Hcp hoSnsâ ]d-¼nÂ ¹mhv, Bªn-ev, 
FS-W, amhv F¶n-§s\ ac-§-fn-embn Ipfs¡m¡v, sNdnb \oÀ 
Im-¡, sNdp-ap≠n, Nn¶-ap≠n F¶nh IqSpIq«n-bn-cp-¶p. ]£n-I-
fpsS Blmc Ah-in-ã-§-fpsSbpw ImjvT¯nsâbpw aWw B 
ho«p-ImÀ¡v Ak-l-\o-b-ambn tXm¶n-bn«v AhÀ hoSnsâ ap¶n-
ep-≠m-bn-cp¶ c≠v henb ac-§Ä sh«n-¡-f-ªn-cp-¶p. IqSp-Iq-
«n-bn-cn-¡p¶ aäp-a-c-§fpw Xma-kn-bmsX sh«n-¡-f-bp-sa-¶pÅ 
Ah-cpsS Xocp-am\w tI«-t¸mÄ hfsc hnj-a-ap-≠m-bn. B ho«p-
S-asb t_m[-h-Xv¡-cn-¡m-\pÅ R§-fpsS {iaw ]cm-P-b-s¸-«p. 
C§-s\-bpÅ kml-N-cy-§-fnÂ sNdnb \ã-]-cn-lm-c-§Ä \ÂIn 
IqSpIÄ \ne-\nÀt¯≠n-bn-cn-¡p-¶p.

Xncp-hÃ IpäqÀ ]©m-b-¯nse sh¬]me F¶ Øe-¯pÅ 
sImän-Ã-t¯-¡mWv ]n¶oSv t]mb-Xv. AhnsS ]©m-b¯v {]kn-
Uânsâ t\Xr-Xz-¯nÂ Hcp-Iq«w bphm-¡Ä R§sf Im¯p-\nÂ 
¸p-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. ]s£, hfsc apt¶ Xs¶ {]P\\w ]qÀ¯n-
bm¡n IqsSm-gnª sImänÃ-¯nsâ sXfn-hmbn Bªnena-c-§-
fnse Ce-IÄ DW-§n-\nÂ¸p-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. IqSp-I-fpsS Ahinã-
§fpw D≠m-bn-cp-¶p. Ahn-sS-¡q-Snb kv{XoIÄ DÄs¸-sS-bpÅ 
BÄ¡mÀ ]£n-Isf¡p-dn¨v hfsc DÕm-l-t¯msS kwkm-cn-¡p-
I-bp-≠m-bn. AhÀ¡v XpSÀ¶pw ]£n\n-co-£-Whpw ]T-\-§fpw 
\S-¯p-hm-\pÅ klm-b-§Ä hmKvZm\w sNbvXv R§Ä Ahn-
sS-\n¶p Xncn-¨p.

Ah-km-\-tI-{µ-amb ta{]mÂ XW§mSv tImf-\n-bn-te¡v XoÀ¨-
bmbpw t]mW-sa¶v R§Ä Xocp-am-\n-¨n-cp-¶p. s]cn-§c hntÃPv 
Hm^o-kdpw IqSn hnfn¨v hnhcw X¶n-cp-¶-Xn-\mÂ AhnsS Ft´m 
Imcy-amb {]iv\-ap-s≠¶v tXm¶n-bn-cp-¶p. ]¯-\w-Xn-«, Be-¸p-g, 
tIm«bw PnÃ-I-fpsS kwK-a-Øm-\-amb A¸À Ip«-\m-S³  ]mT-ti-J-
c-§-fpsS Ing-t¡-¡-c-bn-em-bn-cp¶p XW-§mSv tImf-\n. B tImf-
\n-bnse 4 skâ v hkvXp-hnse hoSn\p kao]w \nÂ¡p¶ ]pfn-
a-c-¯nÂ IqSp-Iq-«n-bn-cn-¡p¶ \oÀ¡m-¡-sfbpw Ipªp-§-sfbpw 
kwc-£n-¡p-hm\pw acw \ne-\nÀ¯phm\pw ho«p-S-a-bmb ]mh 
s¸« Hcp kv{Xo \S¯p¶ \nb-a-t]m-cm-«-amWv AhnsS ImWm³ 
Ign-ª-Xv. Xsâ Pohn-X-¯n-ep-≠mb Hcp Zpc-´-¯nÂ \n¶pS-se-

‘‘This year we expect a harvest of 50 tonnes and there 
was already agreement signed for that quantity with 
the firms including the Coimbatore Arya Vaidya Sala,’’ 
said Mr Vinodkumar. A major change is that the tribal 
people had earlier cultivated only a minor quantity and 
they collected the herb mostly from the forest. Now 
there is zero collection from the forest and the entire 
quantity is cultivated by themselves. It made them self 
dependent and the high price makes them good farmers 
of the herb. The variety is a speciality of Marayur region 
and is said to have high medicinal value, he said. Now the 
non-tribal people in the region too has started cultivation 
of the herb for the high price it fetched. That too could be 
procured by the VSS, he said.

Source: The Hindu, Jiji.K.Raman
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Energy Conservation Seminar and free CFL 
distribution in Mayyanad 

A Seminar on Energy Conservation was organized jointly 
by WWF-India, EMC, HELP Foundation and Mayyanad 
Grama Panchayat at the Mayyanad Grama Panchayat 
Auditorium on 5th July 2014. Around 120 people, mainly 
women, attended. Sri. Subash, Energy Technologist, EMC 
led the technical session. Many guests including the State 
Director attended and spoke on the occasion. The State 

AcTIVITIES Of WWf-INDIA  
kERAlA STATE OffIcE

Director visited the mangrove afforestation site of HELP 
Foundation.

CFL Distribution in Vazhachal Forest Division

H¶mw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 Ipªm-ä-¡n-fnsb R§Ä I≠p
c≠mw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 hmt\m-f-ap-b-cp¶ ac-§Ä I≠p
aq¶mw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 XpÅn-¡-fn-¡p¶ ]pg-IÄ I≠p
\memw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 Ae-dn-¯n-anÀ¡p¶ ]pensb I≠p
A©mw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 am\s¯ ap«p¶ ae-IÄ I≠p
Bdmw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 Xe-bnÃm ac-§sf R§Ä I≠p
Ggmw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 hän-h-c-s≠mcp ]pg-sb I≠p
F«mw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 Pe-an-Ãm sshZypXn ]²Xn I≠p
H¼Xmw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 arKanÃm `qansb ap¶nÂ I≠p
]¯mw \mÄ DÃm-k-bm{X t]mb-t¸mÄ
 ae-bnÃm {]Ir-Xn-sb³ ap¶nÂ \n¶p
Ah-km\ \mfn-enXm R§Ä Im¬hq
 hen-sbmcp acp-`qan ap¶nÂ \nev]q (2)

aqhm-äp-]g \nÀ½e tImtf-PnÂ BKÌ 6þmw XobXn \S¶ A²ym-]I ]cn-io-e\ ]

cn-]m-Sn-bnÂ \n¶v. X¿m-dm-¡n-b-hÀ: Bcy Fkv. \mbÀ, _\n tPmbv, Cµp kn \mbÀ, 

tPymXn hn., sadn³ ]n. tPmWn, anb Fenk_¯vtPmbv, {]nb¦ F³.-]n., tcJ, dao-

k, cRvPnX, tcjva, imep, sjÂan

DÃm-k-bm{X

Sp¯ hnizmkw (AÔhnizm-k-hp-am-Imw) hkp-aXn Ip«-¸³ F¶ 
B kv{Xosb ]£n-kw-c-£-W-¯n\v t{]cn-¸n¡p-¶-Xv. c≠p-hÀjw 
ap¼v Xsâ ]d-¼nse ac-¯nÂ IqSp-Iq-«nb ]£n-I-sfbpw Ipªp-
§-sfbpw ac-s¡m-¼p-IÄ apdn-¨p-amän \in-¸n-¨-XmWv B hÀjw 
Xs¶ Xsâ aI³ A-Im-e-¯nÂ ac-Ws¸«p t]mb-sX¶p hniz-
kn-¡p¶ B kv{Xo C\n Hcn-¡epw ]£n-Isf i-ey-s¸-Sp-¯nÃ 
F¶v BW-bn«p ]-dbp-¶p-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. ]t£, Nne AbÂhm-kn-
IÄ CXn-s\-Xnsc hntÃPv Hm^o-kÀ¡v ]cm-Xnbpw \ÂIn-bn-«p-≠m-
bn-cp-¶p. bqWn-t^m-an« h\w-h-Ip¸v DtZym-K-ØÀ R§tfmsSm¸w 
D≠m-bn-cp-¶-Xn-\mÂ C\n AbÂ¡mÀ iey-s¸-Sp-¯nÃ F¶v 
AhÀ Biz-kn-¨p, Iq«-¯nÂ R§fpw. AtXmsS A¶s¯ \nco-
£Ww Ah-km-\n-¸n¨v R§fpw XncnsI bm{X-bm-bn.

kn. lcn-Ip-amÀ,  
tImþ-HmÀUn-t\-äÀ, lcn-X-]-¦m-fn¯ ]cn-]m-Sn,  

]¯-\w-Xn-« PnÃ. t^m¬: 9447224651
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As part of “Going beyond the Hour” in Earth Hour 2014, 
seven hundred CFLs were freely distributed among the 
households in the 8 tribal colonies of Vazhachal Forest 
Division on 29th and 30th July 2014. The programme was 
organised in association with KSEB, EMC and Western 
Ghats Landscape Programme of WWF-India. The functions 
were jointly managed by the team from the State Office 
and the Landscape. It was a good time of interaction and 
mutual learning from each other.

Teachers Training Workshops

The second Teachers Training Workshop supported by 
CPREEC, Chennai was held at Ecotourism Centre, Konni 
under the Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department on 11th 
July 2014 on the theme of ‘Western Ghats’. It was attended 
by 42 teachers from schools of Pathanamthitta district. Sri. 
T.Pradeepkumar IFS (DFO Konni) and Sri. Mathew P.S. (Dy. 
Dir. of Edn.) were the chief guests. Mr.S.Radhakrishnan, 
Dy. Director (Wildlife Edn.) and Sivakumar, Sr. Education 
Officer led the sessions.

The third Teachers Training Workshop was held at KM 
Bhavan’s Vidya Mandir, Pottore, Thrissur on 22nd July 
2014. The workshop was attended by 36 teachers from 
different schools of Thrissur district. Sri. Abdul Bashir, 
Rtd. Divisional Manager, Kerala Forest Development 
Corporation and Senior Education Officer led the sessions.

The forth workshop was held at Nirmala College, 
Muvattupuzha in Ernakulam district on 6th August 2014 
in association with NGC and was attended by 48 teachers 
from different schools of the district and the college. 
The workshop was inaugurated by Rev. Dr. Vincent 
Nedungattu, Principal of the college. Dr. Gigi K. Joseph, 
NGC Coordinator & Associate Professor of the college and 
Senior Education Officer led the sessions.
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Green Partnership Programme – State level Meeting

Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer and Mr. C. Harikumar 
attended the meeting on 12th July 2014 at College of 
Forestry, Thrissur of the Green Partnership Programme, 
a combined effort initiated by Kerala Forests & Wildlife 
Department to document the avifauna outside the forests 
in the State. The review on Common Bird Monitoring 
Programme, Pelagic Birding, Kerala Bird Race 2014 were 
the key agenda of the meeting. 

Session on Wildlife Conservation

A two hour session on Wildlife Conservation was led 
by the Senior Education Officer at Arya Central School, 
Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram on 24th July 2014. Around 
60 students attended the session. It was a totally interactive 
programme with PowerPoint presentation. 

Articles on WWF in Kerala Tourism Magazine

Kerala Tourism Maga-
zine has invited an 
article on the work 
that WWF is doing in 
the State. In this re-
gard, an article in two 
parts – ‘WWF efforts 
to save ecosystems 
and species, for a liv-
ing planet, for today 
and tomorrow’ ex-
plaining our projects 
and ‘WWF molding 
the younger genera-
tion of today to be bet-
ter green citizens of 
tomorrow’ detailing 

our environment education, awareness and outreach pro-
grammes were prepared and submitted.

Friday Forum - August 2014

The first Friday Forum of this academic year was held 
at Museum Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram on 8th 
August 2014 on the theme “Walking & Bicycling, – Save 
the Environment & Stay Healthy”. Dr.Sankar Ram, Medical 
Officer from Directorate of Sports & Youth Affairs led the 

session. The session was arranged in association with the 
Indus Cycling Embassy, Thiruvananthapuram. Around 
130 students from 5 different schools attended the Friday 
Forum.

Heronry Count in Pathanamthitta District

Mr. A.K. Sivakumar, Mr. C. Harikumar, Ms. Neha Waikar, 
Ms. Sayujya Anand and Mr. Jaichand Johnson along with 
Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department officials conducted 
a single day Heronry Count in the district on 10th August 
2014 under the Green Partnership Programme. The team 
visited 6 heronries at Kilivayal, Kulanada, Adoor, Pandalam, 
Mepral, Eramallikkara and Venpala and collected data on 
bird species, number of nests and trees. 
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Wildlife Orientation Camp at Parambikkulam  
Tiger Reserve

A three day Wildlife Orientation Camp was conducted on 
15th, 16th and 17th August 2014 at Parambikkulam Tiger 
Reserve. Twenty nature enthusiasts were accompanied by 
Senior Education Officer and a volunteer. The camp was 
highly interesting with rich wildlife sighting like Leopard, 
Gaur, Sambar Deer, Spotted Deer, Nilgiri Langur, Stripe 
necked Mongoose, Monitor Lizard, Wild Boar, Peacocks 
and so on. A very good birding also was held during the 
camp.

Orientation Session at TKMM College, 
Nangyarkulangara

Senior Education Officer led a session for the Nature Club 
Members of TKMM College, Nangyarkulangara to orient 
them about nature club and its activities. 58 students of 
the college attended the session.

Wild Wisdom Quiz

The City level Quiz of Wild Wisdom 2014 organised jointly 
with CBSE, Discovery Kids and Mentos, with the support of 
Union Ministry of Environment & Forests was held on 23rd 
August 2014 at Vedamanaickam Hall, LMS Compound, 
Thiruvananthapuram. 8 schools were represented in the 
Junior level and 17 schools in the Middle level. Master. 
Aron Dev Jose and Kum. Pooja Bijoy of Le Cole Chempaka, 
Thiruvananthapuram became the winners of Middle 
level. Mas. Ganesh Chandran and Sarang of Saraswathy 

Vidyalaya, Vattiyoorkavu came up with second prize and 
Kum. Hrudaya R. Krishna and Devabala S. of Christ Nagar 
Central School with third prize. The Junior level quiz for 
classes 3 to 5 was won by Mas. Viswakalyan Reddy and 
Adity Kishor of Loyola School. Mas. Mathew Behnan 
Cherian and Hrudayesh R. Krishnan came up with second 
prize and Kum. Aditya M. Nair and Namita Gopan of 
Saraswathi Vidyalaya with third prize. Mr. Athul Chandra 
of Quiz Works, New Delhi mastered the quiz and Mr. 
Renjan Mathew Varghese and Mr. A.K. Sivakumar of WWF-
India coordinated the event. The winners will compete 
with the other winners from 28 cities across the country on 
1st October 2014 at New Delhi. 

Ongoing project on Preparation of Position Paper on 
Climate Change in Kerala

As part of our ongoing project on Climate Change in 
Kerala, the State Director visited the Regional Agricultural 
Research Station, Kumarakam on 8th July 2014 and had 
detailed interaction with the Associate Professor and Agro 
Meteorologist to understand their mandate and work in 
relation to CC. Thorough follow-up was carried out over 
both phone and mail with Dr E.J. Joseph, Head, Water 
Management Division, CWRDM for his sectoral paper 
in this project. The State Director met Dr. Jayachandran, 
KUFOS and got the proceedings of the seminar on CC 
organized at Alappuzha.


