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FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK

Change is inevitable in the society. With changing times 
and changing trends, change in almost every aspect 
of life is desirable and inevitable. But change at what 
level and to what extent do we need to accommodate 
these changes is something that we need to decide and 
whether it is for good or bad is something that we need 
to introspect. As commonly said and experienced, 
politics in Kerala changes every 5 years with the 
elections, and the subsequent alternating of UDF and 
LDF coming into power. With the change in politics 
comes change in people. A new Chief Minister, Council 
of Ministers, change in Chairman of Boards and Public 
Sector Undertakings etc. is rather very common and 
is very much acceptable. But change in heads of R&D 
institutions, science & technology related departments, 
members of technical and scientific advisory bodies 
etc as per the political agenda – is it really necessary? 
All these kind of positions have defined terms or 
tenures of 3 years generally. The people holding such 
prestigious positions, which is very much attributed 
to their long years of experience and expertise, should 
be allowed to complete their term and accomplish the 
work and the targets that they have set forth for their 
organisation, for themselves and for their subordinates. 
But withdrawal of such posts with changing politics 
really demoralizes the people and damages the 
organization mandate also. With changing politics and 
changing people comes changing agendas also. Change 
in agenda in bringing in new development projects, 
infrastructure, welfare schemes etc are very much 
welcome. But the politicians who comes to power and 
the people who take up positions should understand 
the already ongoing programmes and adopt them as 

their own, maybe given a stepmother treatment, but 
still take it forward, considering that it is still for the 
development of the State and the welfare of the people, 
irrespective of the fact that the previous government 
has started it. Recently I was reading a document titled 
‘Common International Targets’ developed by One 
Planet Communities and BioRegional in which they 
very clearly bring out that many of the disasters faced 
by Planet Earth like global warming, climate change, 
shrinking natural resources etc are common to Man 
irrespective of where he is located on the Planet and 
hence we, as countries, governments and communities, 
need to set out some Common International Targets 
like ‘Zero Carbon, ‘Zero Waste’, ‘Sustainable Transport’, 
‘Sustainable Water’, ‘Local and Sustainable Food’, 
‘Land Use and Wildlife’, ‘Culture and Heritage’ even 
to the level of ‘Equity’ and ‘Health and Happiness’ 
for a sustainable future of the present generation as 
well as for the generations to come. Similarly, in our 
context also, we need to identify some ‘Common Local 
Targets’ which ensures sustainability of our State with 
regard to our resources and requirements and ensure a 
healthy society. This should be developed on a totally 
participatory basis with a comprehensive bottom-top 
approach. Governments, irrespective of their political 
agendas, administrators, bureaucrats, local self 
government representatives, heads of boards and PSUs, 
directors of R&D institutions, people’s organizations, 
communities and individuals should understand 
and acknowledge these targets, irrespective of other 
changes in the society. 

Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director
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GLOBAL
Shrinking heat shield of the planet

The reflective Arctic sea ice that serves as a heat shield for 
the planet has melted to a new record low and government-
backed scientists say the Arctic may be largely ice-free as 
soon as 2020. This month, up to 100,000 square miles of 

sea ice has disappeared in a day, bringing overall shrinkage 
over the past three decades to 40 per cent, according to 
data analysed over the weekend at the National Snow and 
Ice Data Centre, located at the University of Colorado in 
Boulder. The data show the area covered by sea ice having 
shrunk to 1.58 million square miles, its lowest ebb in 
32 years. That’s about 27,000 square miles less than the 
previous low of 1.61 million square miles recorded on Sept 
18, 2007. Another 150,000 square miles of sea ice could 
melt before the middle of next month, when refreezing 
typically begins, NSIDC Research Scientist Walt Meier 
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said, during a conference call with colleagues at NASA. 
(Source: The Hindu, August 28, 2012)

U.S. stance on climate talks spurs row

The United States ran into crossfire on Wednesday after 
it called for ‘flexibility’ in climate talks, even if this 
approach could not guarantee meeting the UN’s target 
on global warming. Europe demanded that the 20 Celsius 
objective set at the Copenhagen Summit in 2009 be 
honoured while Small Island States accused Washington 
of dangerous backsliding. In a barely-noticed speech in 
New Hampshire on August 2, chief U.S. Negotiator Todd 
Stern said negotiations had to avoid a rigid format that 
prompted nations to defend their own interests and avoid 
painful curbs. He called for a ‘flexible’ approach which 
would not only be easier to negotiate but also encourage 
deeper cuts in the long run. “This kind of flexible, evolving 
legal agreement cannot guarantee that we meet a two-
degree goal,” Stern acknowledged. “But insisting on a 
structure that would guarantee such a goal will only lead to 
deadlock.” “World leaders pledged in Copenhagen to stay 
below the 20C (3.60F) temperature increase. What leaders 
promised must now be delivered,” European Commission 
climate spokesman Isaac Valero Ladron said. Marlene 
Moses, Chair of the Association of Small Island States 
(AOSIS), said Stern's speech “follows a well-established 
pattern of the United States lowering ambition at the 
climate talks.” (Source: The Hindu, August 9, 2012)

Survival of bustards is in danger

The Union Ministry of Environment and Forest has 
suggested species recovery action plans in the states 
to save the birds of the species, including Great Indian 
Bustard, Lesser Florican and Bengal Florican, whose 
numbers have dwindled drastically. Habitat loss, poaching 
and overgrazing on grasslands mostly contribute to the 
decline. Just 300 Great Indian Bustards are alive now, with 
no known breeding flocks outside India. Fewer than 350 
Bengal Floricans are left in India, the Ministry says. The 
Great Indian Bustard was once distributed throughout the 
western half of India — from Punjab and Haryana in the 
north to Tamil Nadu in the south and from Gujarat and 
Rajasthan in the west to Orissa in the east, spanning 11 
states. Lesser Florican was once abundant in the grasslands 
of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra 
and Karnataka. Now they are restricted to a few pockets 
in western and south central India. Fewer than 2,500 of 
these birds are alive now, the Ministry says. The IUCN has 
categorised the Great Indian Bustard and Bengal Florican as 
Critically Endangered and Lesser Florican as Endangered in 
the 2012 version of the Red List. Houbara Bustard, another 
species found in India, has been categorised as Vulnerable. 
(Source: The Hindu, August 4, 2012)

Toll rises to 538 as floods play havoc with Kaziranga 
wildlife 

Altogether 538 animals, including 13 rhinos, of the 
Kaziranga National Park, have been killed in the devastating 
Assam floods and the death toll is mounting with the 
authorities of this World Heritage Site recovering more 
floating carcasses everyday. The floods have also damaged 
roads and other infrastructure in the Park, which is famous 
for the One-horned Rhino. Even amidst the floods, two 
rhinos were killed by poachers. KNP Director Sanjib Kumar 
Bora told that carcasses of 463 hog deer, 13 rhino, 16 
sambar, 10 swamp deer, 28 wild boars, 5 porcupines, one 
wild buffalo and two hog badgers have been recovered. He 
said the death toll was likely to increase as more carcasses 
were recovered with the water level receding. About 20 of 
these hog deers were fatally hit by vehicles as the animals 
crossed National Highway 37, which passes through the 
Park, to reach higher ground on the southern part. (Source: 
The Hindu, July 6, 2012)

Coast Guard radar project may make hornbills extinct

The Coast Guard’s proposal to install radar on the tiny 
island of Narcondam in the Andaman and Nicobar cluster 
threatens to wipe out the last of the 350 endangered 
Narcondam Hornbills, which are indigenous to the 
island. Categorised as Endangered in the IUCN Red List 
of threatened species this year, Aceros narcondami, 
exclusively found in the lush Wildlife Sanctuary of 
Narcondam, has been struggling to survive. In India it is 
listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act. 
Studies by the Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and 
Natural History (SACON) suggest that the population 
of this endangered species is on the decline, making it 
vulnerable to extinction and in need of the highest possible 
protection. The proposal for the radar and its associated 
diesel power supply source installation came up before a 
meeting of the Standing Committee of the National Board 
of Wildlife on June 13. After a field visit, the Committee, 
headed by Director of the Bombay Natural History Society 
(BNHS) Asad R. Rahmani, recommended its abandonment. 
In an all out effort to save the bird and pressurise the 
Central Government to abandon the ‘ill-advised’ proposal, 
conservationists have stepped up their campaign. (Source: 
The Hindu, July 7, 2012)

Seabird strays onto land, dies 

For the forest officials and many other bird enthusiasts, 
it was a sight to behold as the dispersive sea bird, with a 
huge wingspan and black plumage, was spotted on land. 
But their joy was short lived, as the lightly built, 190-cm-
long male bird died of injuries within hours of being 
rescued from the electric cables near the railway station. 
The forest officials, who rescued the bird, had taken it to 
the Zoo Hospital and was put on intensive care under the 
guidance of Zoo Vet Jacob Alexander. The bird was then 
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taken to the zoo after being deliced. At the zoo, it was 
injected upon, and given oxygen supply and glucose. The 
treatment, however, did not work, and the bird, exhausted 
and its legs badly injured, developed sudden fits and died 
after an hour. The Great Frigatebird, a dispersive sea bird, 
has its home on the Pacific Ocean and Indian Ocean, and 
is rarely spotted on land. (Source: The Hindu, July 1,2012)

UN designates Western Ghats as World Heritage Site 

India's 1600-km long Western Ghats mountain chain, 
which has forests older than the Himalaya Mountains, 
has been added to the list of World Heritage Sites by the 
United Nations. The Western Ghats mountain chain is 
recognized as one of the world’s eight ‘hottest hotspots’ 
of biological diversity. This chain’s forests influence the 
Indian monsoon weather pattern. The Ghats, which start 
at the border of Gujarat and Maharashtra and runs through 
the states of Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala ending at Kanyakumari, was added to the World 
Heritage list by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO).  (Source: http://
articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com)

Bill soon to constitute River Basin Board

Minister for Water Resources P.J. Joseph told the Assembly 
that the Government was working on legislation to create a 
River Basin Board and State Wetlands Authority. He added 
that the Government was also considering a River Protection 
Force to prevent illegal sand-mining, encroachment, 
and pollution. The proposal would be included in the 
legislation. The Minister said the Revenue Department was 
carrying out a river mapping exercise to create a database 
on rivers. Revenue Minister Adoor Prakash informed the 
House that the department had initiated steps to create a 
databank on paddy fields. He said District-level Monitoring 
Committees had been set up and Village Officers have been 
directed to provide inputs for the databank. (Source: The 
Hindu, July 14, 2012)

\\-hns\ XncnsI sIm≠p-hcmw
(Fkv. Dj)

R§-fpsS Ip«n-¡m-e¯v tIc-f-¯nÂ Fhn-sSbpw kar-
²-ambn D≠m-bn-cp-¶Xv shÅ-am-Wv. CsXmcp \mÂ]Xv 
hÀjw ap³]pÅ Imcyam-Wv. ]pg-IÄ, Imb-ep-IÄ, tXmSp-
IÄ, Acp-hn-IÄ, Ipf-§Ä, hb-ep-IÄ, sIm¡ÀWnIÄ, 
InW-dp-IÄ C§s\ \nc-h[n cq]-¯nepw `mh-¯nepw 
shÅw R§sf hÃmsX BIÀjn-¨p. Icbpw shÅhpw 
R§Ä¡v Hcp-t]m-se-bm-bn-cp-¶p. CXn\pw ]pdta Xmf-
¯nÂ s]¿p¶ c≠v ag-¡m-ehpw IqSn-bm-Ip-t¼mÄ shÅw 
F¶ kzm`m-hn-I-X-sb, ss\À½-eys¯ GsXmcp sIm¨p-

Ip-«nbpw Xncn-¨-dn-ªp. tIcfw hn«v aäp-tZ-i-§-fnÂ Pohn-
t¡≠n hcp¶ ae-bm-fn¡v \ã-t_m[w tXm¶n-bn-cp-¶Xv 
Cu ip²-P-e-k-ar-²n-bpsS Imcy-¯n-embncp-¶p. a{Zm-knÂ 
hfÀ¶ Fsâ Hcp kplr¯v Ft¸mgpw ]d-bm-dpÅ Imcyw 
\m«nÂ h¶v Xncn-¨p-t]m-Ip-t¼mÄ AhÀ hen-sbmcp Im\nÂ  
Chn-Sp-s¯ shÅw sIm≠p-t]m-bn. Iptd-si-bmbn IpSn-
¡p-¶-Xns\ Ipdn-¨m-Wv. BZy-sams¡ CXv tIÄ¡pt¼mÄ 
F\n¡v AÛpXw tXm¶n-bn-cp-¶p. F¶mÂ B AÛpXw 
C¶v thZ-\m-P-\-I-amb Hcp bmYmÀ°y-¯n-te¡v \o§n-
s¡m-≠n-cn-¡p-¶p. ip²-Pew \ap¡pw Hcp A]qÀÆ hkvXp-
hmbn amdn-s¡m-≠n-cn-¡p-I-bm-Wv.

Pew Poh-\m-Wv. CXv imkv{Xo-b-ambpw sshIm-cn-I-
ambpw a\pjy³ Xncn-¨-dn-sªmcp kwK-Xn-bm-Wv. F¶mÂ 
Poh-\mb Cu Pes¯ ]cn-]men-¡p-¶-XnÂ \½Ä tIc-fo-
bÀ¡p ]änb hogvN C´y-bnse asämcp kwØm\-¯n\pw  
kw`-hn-¨n-«p≠mIp-sa¶v tXm¶p-¶n-Ã. Pe-¯nsâ amlm-
ßyhpw Bh-iy-I-Xbpw Xncn-¨-dnª ap³Ime `c-Wm-[n-
Im-cn-IÄ AXn-\m-h-iy-amb Ht«sd \S-]-Sn-IÄ kzoI-cn-¨n-
cp-¶-Xnsâ sXfn-hp-IÄ \ap¡v ImWm-\mbn Ipd-¨n-t¸mgpw 
_m¡n-bp-≠v. F¦nepw Hmtcmtcm ]pgI-sf, Hmtcmtcm 
X®oÀ¯S-§sf, Ipf-§-sf, InW-dp-Isf FÃmw C©n-
©mbn sIm¶-Xnsâ kao-]-Ime Ncn-{X-amWv \ap¡v 
_m¡n-bp-Å-Xv. CXnsâ {]Xym-Lm-X§Ä Ct¸m-sg-¦nepw 
Xncn-¨-dn-ªn-sÃ-¦nÂ hcpw-Im-e-§-fnÂ Gähpw hne-sIm-
Sp¯p hmt§≠ hkvXp-hmbn shÅw amdpw.

X®oÀ¯-S-§Ä

C´y-bpsS sam¯w hnkvXr-Xn-bpsS 2 iX-am-\ta hcq 
tIc-fw. F¶mÂ C´y-bnse sam¯w ssPh-ssh-hn-[y-
¯nsâ 35 iX-am-\hpw Cu sIm¨p kwØm-\-¯n-em-Wp-Å-Xv.  
CXnÂXs¶ ImSp-IÄ t]mse {][m-\-amb Hcp ssPh-
ssh-hn[y taJ-e-bmWv X®oÀ¯-S-§fpw hb-ep-I-fpw. 
ImSp-t]mse Xs¶ Aaq-ey-amWv Cu Bhm-k-hy-h-Ø-bpw. 
AXp-sIm≠v Xs¶ AtX {]m[m-\y-t¯msS kwc-£n-¡-
s¸-tS-≠-h-bp-am-Wv. F¶mÂ P\-hmk tI{µ-§-fmb Cu 
Bhm-k-hy-h-Ø-IÄ bmsXmcp \nb-{´-W-hpanÃmsX \in-
¸n-¡-s¸-Sp¶ ImgvN-bmWv tIc-f¯nÂ Fhn-sS-bpw \ap¡v 
ImWm-\m-Ip-I.

ImÀjnI kwkvIr-Xn-bnÂ\n¶v Hcp B[p-\nI \mK-cn-I-
Xbn-te-¡pÅ amä¯n-\n-Sbnem-Wv \ap¡v Cu aqeyt_m[w 
\ã-s¸«sX¶p thWw Icp-Xm³. imkv{Xhpw Kth-j-Whpw  
hnI-kn-¨n-«n-Ãm¯ A¡m-e¯v A¶s¯ Bfp-IÄ¡v Cu 
Bhm-k-hy-h-Ø-bpsS aqeyw IrXy-ambn Adn-bm-am-bn-cp-¶p.  
Ct¡m-f-Pn, sslt{Um-fPn F¶ hm¡p-IÄ Adn-bn-sÃ-
¦nepw {]Ir-Xn-\nb-a-§Ä AhÀ¡v Adn-bm-am-bn-cp-¶p. 
shÅhpw aÕy-§fpw ]£n-Ifpw Xh-f-Ifpw Irjnbpw 
a\p-jy\pw X½n-epÅ ]mc-kv]-cy-¯nsâ k¼-¶-Xsb 
AhÀ Bcm-[n-¨n-cp-¶p. shÅ-¯nsâ Hgp-¡ns\ XS-Ê-s¸-
Sp-¯p¶ H¶pw Xs¶ AhÀ sNbvXn-cp-¶n-Ã. shÅw aen-
\-am-¡p-¶-hsc in£n-¨n-cp-¶p. \nb-a-t¯-¡mÄ hen-sbmcp 
aqey-t_m-[-amWv Cu X®oÀ¯S§fpsS c£-bvs¡¯n- 
b-Xv. CsÃ-¦nÂ F{Xtbm Imew ap³t] Xs¶ Ch-sbÃmw 
\in-¸n-¡-s¸-t«-s\.

F¶mÂ Ignª \qäm-≠nse B[p-\nIhXvI-c-W-¯n- 
\nsS \ap¡v \ã-amb aqey-t_m-[-¯n\v ]Icwhbv¡m³ 
imkv{X-¯nt\m \nb-a-§Ät¡m Ign-bp-¶n-Ã. CXv Cu Bhm-
k-hy-h-Ø-Isf NqjWw sN¿m-s\-¯p-¶-hÀ¡v kuI-cy- 
hp-ambn amdn. Cu NqjWw \nb-{´n-¡m-\mbn 2008þÂ 
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ChnsS Hcp \nbaw D≠m-sb-¦nepw (hbÂ X®oÀ¯S 
kwc-£W \nb-aw) AXns\ Ah-K-Wn-¨p-sIm≠v \miw  
XpS-cp-I-bm-Wv. hb-ep-Ifpw X-®oÀ¯-S-§fpw \in¨ Øe-
§-fn-seÃmw Xs¶ IpSn-sh-Å-£maw cq£-ambn Ign-ªp.  
Cu bmYmÀ°yw ap³]nÂ \nÂt¡ Pe-s¯-¡p-dn¨v 
X®oÀ¯-S-§sf Ipdn¨v Hcp ]pXnb Ah-t_m[w \ap-t¡m-
tcm-cp-¯À¡pw D≠m-tI-≠n-bn-cn-¡p-¶p.

]£n-Itfm hnam-\tam?

tIcf-¯nse {][m-\-s¸« Hcp ip²-Pe XSm-I-amWv 
shÅm-bWn ImbÂ. AXnsâ hnkvXrXn C¶v aq¶n-sem-
¶mbn Ipd-ªp Ignªp. Hcp-]mSv ]£n-I-fpsS Bhm-k-
tI-{µ-amWv Cu Imbepw AXn-t\mSp tNÀ¶pÅ hb-ep-I-
fpw. CXnsâ Hcp `mKw ImÀjn-I-tIm-tf-Pm-Wv. GI-tZiw 
Ccp-]Xv hÀj§Ä¡p ap³]v Cu ImbÂ \nI¯n sX§v 
\Sm-\mbn tImtfPv A[n-Ir-XÀ XpS-§n-b-t¸mÄ Ipd¨v Ip«n-
IÄ CXns\ tNmZyw sNbvXp-sIm≠v sshkvNm³keÀ¡v 
]cmXn \ÂIn. tZim-S-\-]-£n-IfpsS Bhm-ks¯ \in-¸n-
¡-cp-sX-¶m-bn-cp¶p Ip«n-I-fpsS {][m\ Bh-iyw. F¶mÂ 
A¶s¯ hn.kn. ]dª adp-]Sn hnZymÀ°n-Isf sR«n-
¸n-¡p-¶-Xm-bn-cp-¶p. ]£n-IÄ s\¿mÀUm-an-te¡p s]mbv 
s¡m-Åpw, ImbÂ \nI-¶mepw {]iv\-anÃ F¶-Xm-bn-cp¶p 
At±-l-¯nsâ D¯-cw. hn.kn.sb kw_-Ôn-¨n-S-t¯mfw 
Imbepw dnkÀthm-bdpw Hcp t]mse-bm-bn-cn¡mw. F¶mÂ 
Bbn-c-¡-W-¡n\p ssaÂ ]d¶v h¶v Pohn-X-¯nsâ ]Ip-
Xn`mKw Imb-enÂ sNe-hn-Sp¶ tZim-\-]-£n-IÄ¡v Ir{Xna-
ambn D≠m-¡nb dnkÀthm-bdpw Imbepw X½nÂ Gsd 
A´c-ap-≠v. Ft´m `mKyw sIm≠v shÅm-bWn ImbÂ 
Iptd _m¡n-bm-bn. ImbÂ hän-¨pÅ s\ÂIrjn \nÀ¯n 
h¨-Xn\mÂ IoS-\min\n-bpsS Afhpw Imb-enÂ Ipd-ªn-
cn-¡-Ww.

F¶mÂ C¯cw D¯cw \ÂIp¶ Bfp-Isf Ct¸mgpw 
\½psS CS-bnÂ ImWm³ Ign-bpw. hnÃ-IÄ ]Wn-bm- 
\mbn tImÄ]m-S-§Ä \nI-¯n-b-t¸mgpw tdmUp-IÄ ]Wn-bm- 
\mbn X®oÀ¯-S-§-fpsS \Sp-hn-eqsS a®n-«-t¸mgpw ]mS-§Ä  
\nI¯n _ÊvÌmâpw tjm¸nwKv amfp-Ifpw Bip-]-{Xn- 
Ifpw ]WnXp-bÀ¯n-b-t¸mgpw CtX at\m-`mhw \½Ä 
I≠p. Adn-hn-Ãm-bva-bp-sSbpw aqey-cm-ln-Xy-¯n-sâbpw D¯-
cw. tIc-f-¯nsâ kml-N-cy-¯nÂ Gähpw Aim-kv{Xo-b-
amb hnI-k-\-¯nsâ D¯-a-am-Xr-I-I-fmWnh-sbÃmw Xs¶.

Ch-bvs¡-Ãm-sam-Sp-hnÂ {In¡äv tÌUnbw ]Wn-bm\pw 
sF.Sn. ]mÀ¡p-IÄ¡mbpw Sqdnkw ]²-Xn-IÄ¡m-bp-saÃmw 
"hne-bn-Ãm¯' Cu Bhmk-hy-h-Ø-I-fmWv Xnc-sª-Sp-¡-
s¸-«-Xv. IpSn-sh-Å-¯n-sâ, ssPh-ssh-hn--[y-¯nsâ, kz´w 
Pohn-X-¯nsâ hne ]dªp a\-Ên-em-¡m³ {]tZis¯ 
\nhm-kn-IÄ¡pw ]cn-ØnXn {]hÀ¯-IÀ¡pw Gsd ]
Wn-s¸tS≠n h¶p. Ct¸mgpw hnI-k\w apS-¡n-IÄ F¶ 
te_-en-emWv X®oÀ¯-S-§Ä kwc-£n-¡-W-sa¶p ]d-bp-
¶ \m«p-Imcpw ]cn-ØnXn {]hÀ¯-Icpw hnti-jn-¸n-¡-
s¸-Sp-¶-Xv.  Gä-hp-sam-Sp-hn-embn \nÀ±nã Bd-·pf hnam-\-
¯mhfw Bd·pf ]p©-bpsS taemWv ]Wn-Xp-bÀ¯m³ 
kÀ¡mcpw Hcp ss{]häv GP³knbpw IqSn {ian-¡p-¶-Xv. 
CXpt]msemcp k¼pã-amb, ^e-]p-ãn-bpÅ {]tZ-is¯ 
IÀj-Isc IpSn-sbmgn-¸n-¨mWv s\Sp-¼m-tÈcn hnam-\-¯m-
hfw ]Wn-Xp-bÀ¯n-b-Xv. sIm¨p-Ip-«n-I-fpsShsc Ic-¨n-
en-s\-t¸mepw hI-h-bv¡msX hoSp-IÄ CSn-¨p-I-f-ªmWv 
tIc-f-¯nsâ A`n-am-\-amb Cu tamUÂ hnam-\-¯m-hfw ]
Wn-Xp-bÀ¯n-b-Xv. {]IrXnk¼-¶-X-bpsS \Sp-hnÂ Pohn¨ 
Ahn-Sps¯ Bfp-I-sf-bmWv SmIvkn HmSn¨pw sNdnb aäp 

sXmgn-ep-I-fnÂ GÀs¸«pw Pohn-¡m-\mbn hf-cp¶ sIm¨p\-
K-c-¯nsâ Hcp aqe-bn-te-s¡m-Xp-¡n-bn-cn-¡p-¶-Xv. Cu {]tZ-
is¯ ssPh-ssh-hn-[yw ]qÀ®ambpw \in-¨p.

tIc-f-¯nsâ hnI-k-\-¯n\v H«pw Xs¶ Bh-iy-an-
Ãm¯ Bd-·pf hnam-\-¯m-hfw tIc-f-¯nsâ bYmÀ° 
hnI-k-\s¯ XIÀ¡p-sa¶Xv XÀ¡-an-Ãm¯ Imcy-am-Wv. 
Cu ]²-Xn-s¡-Xnsc Iptd kvIqÄ¡p-«n-IÄ {]Xn-I-cn-¨-Xn-
§-s\-bm-Wv: ""]m-S¯v ]£n-IfmWv ]d-¶n-dt§≠-Xv, hnam-
\-§-f-Ã.'' Ifªp-t]msbmcp aqey-t_m-[s¯ kaq-l-a-\
Êm£n¡p ap³]nÂ Ah-X-cn-¸n-¡p-I-bm-bn-cp¶p AhÀ. 
\½Ä Pohn-¡p¶ Cu `qan \½Ä \½psS Ip«n-I-fnÂ 
\n¶v IS-sa-Sp-¯-XmWv F¶v hnizm-k-apÅ Xe-ap-d-IÄ 
Chn-sS-bp-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. CXv C¶v \ap¡v a\-Ên-embmÂ Cu 
kvIqÄ¡p-«n-I-fpsS hm¡p-IÄ \ap¡v a\-Ên-em-¡m³ Ign-
bpw. \ne-\nÂ¸nsâ ASn-Øm\Úm\w shfn-hm-Ipw.

tIc-f-¯nsâ hnIk\w

{]Ir-Xnsb t\mhn-¡msX FÃm P\-§Ä¡pw t£aw 
D≠m-¡p-¶-Xm-IWw hnI-k\ {]hÀ¯-\§Ä. tIc-f-
¯nÂ CÃm-Xm-bn-s¡m-≠n-cn-¡p-¶Xv ip²-P-ehpw \Ã 
`£-W-hp-am-Wv. \ap¡v henb henb hoSp-IÄ D≠v. Imdp-
Ifpw ss_¡p-Ifpw D≠v. km£-c-X-bp-≠v, tdmUp-I-fp-≠v, 
hnam-\-¯m-h-f-§fp≠v, h³InS Bip]-{Xn-I-fp-≠v. Ch 
hÀ²n¨psIm≠pan-cn-¡p-¶p. F¶mÂ X®oÀ¯-S-§Ä, ]pg-
IÄ, Ipf-§Ä Ch timjn-¨p-tim-jn¨v CÃm-Xm-bn-s¡m-≠n-
cn-¡p-¶p. Ip¸n-shÅw hm§n¡pSn-¡p-¶Xv \ap¡v {]iv\- 
a-Ãm-Xm-bn-cn-¡p-¶p.

\ne-\nÂ]nsâ imkv{Xo-bX (ssh-Im-cn-I-X-bpw) Xncn-
¨-dn-bp-I-bm-sW-¦nÂ apt¶m-«pÅ hnIk\-¯nÂ \½Ä 
Du¶Â sImSp-t¡-≠Xv \mam-h-ti-j-am-bn-s¡m-≠n-cn-¡p¶ 
]pg-I-sfbpw Imb-ep-I-sfbpw aäp X®oÀ¯-S-§sfbpw 
hb-ep-I-sf-bp-sams¡ kwc-£n-¡m-\m-Wv. Ahsb ]p\-cp-
Öohn-¸n-¡m-\m-Wv. Hcp sNdn-b-tXm-Sp-t]mepw \ap-¡n¶v 
hne-s¸-«-Xm-Wv. tdmUpw dbnÂthbpw hnÃ-Ifpw hnam-\-¯m-
h-f§fpw FÃmw \ap¡v D≠m-¡mw. F¶mÂ \ne-\nÂ]n- 
\m[mc-amb Hcp Pe Bhm-k-hy-hØ \ap¡v D≠m-¡m-
\m-hn-Ã. IpSn-shÅw D≠m-¡m³ Ign-bn-Ã. \\hpw ]¨¸pw  
\ndª amen-\y-c-ln-X-amb, kpc-£n-X-amb Hcp tIc-f-am-
IWw AXn-\mÂ \½psS kz]v\w. CXv bmYmÀ°y-am-¡-em-
bn-cn-¡Ww \½psS hnI-k-\w.

CONSERVATION – CAUghT ON CAMERA 
A DAy WITh VAVA SURESh
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SPECIAl fEATURE

THINGS WHICH YOU CAN MAKE WITH THROWAWAYS

If you have old bangles lying around in the house that 
nobody wears, you can use them to make a pencil stand 
for your desk.

The things you need:

1. Old bangles
2. Super Glue
3. Cardboard
4. Scissors
5. Pencil

Step 1: Collect bangles of different colours but of the same 
size.

Step 2: Use a bangle to draw a circle on the cardboard 
piece. Cut it.

Step 3: Now stick one bangle on top of the other using the 
circular cardboard as the base for your pencil stand.

Stick the bangles till you get a height of four inches. That is 
it. There is no need to paint or decorate. It will be the most 
colourful pencil stand that you will have.

ChIlDREN’S CORNER

ONE PLANET LIVING
World Tourism Day 2012 - September 27

We once again come to the commemoration of another 
environmentally important day in this year – the World 
Tourism Day being commemorated all across the world 
with relevant programmes targeting various sections of the 
society. Since the year 2012 has been declared by UN as the 
‘International Year of Sustainable Energy for All’, the UN 
World Tourism Organisation who co-ordinates the World 
Tourism Day programmes across the globe has selected the 
very relevant theme of ‘Tourism and Sustainable Energy’ 
for 2012. For a state like Kerala, with mo much scope of 
thermal and nuclear energy, and with much limitations 
to expanding the hydro power generation potential of 
the State, mainly attributed to environmental issues, the 
road ahead lies in stressing on energy conservation at all 
possible levels, increasing efficiency in energy production, 
transmission and distribution and also switching to 
renewable sources of energy. In this context, it would be 
really fruitful to look at the concept of ‘One Planet Living 
and its 10 Principles’ which can be very much adopted by 
the tourism as well as other sectors also: (1) Zero Carbon 
– Achieve net zero CO2 emissions through implementing 
energy efficiency in buildings and infrastructure, supply 
energy from on-site renewable sources, topped up by new 
off-site renewable supply where necessary (2) Zero Waste 
– Eliminate waste flows to landfills or for incineration 
through reducing waste generation through improved 
design, encourage reuse, recycling and composting, 
generate energy from waste cleanly, eliminate the concept of 
waste as part of a resource efficient society (3) Sustainable 
Transport – Reduce reliance on private vehicles and 
achieve major reductions of CO2 emissions from transport 
by providing transport systems and infrastructure that 
reduce dependence on fossil fuels eg: shift to CNG (4) 
Local and Sustainable Materials – Transform materials 
supply to the point where it has a net positive impact 
on the environment and the local economy by wherever 

possible using locally available, reclaimed, renewable 
and recycled materials in construction and manufacture 
of products, which minimizes transport emissions, spurs 



6 / Mruthika/ July - August 2012

ACTIVITIES Of WWf-INDIA  
kERAlA STATE OffICE

Friday Forums

Friday Forum, the monthly open forum for school students 
to discuss and share the environment related topics was 
held at YMCA Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram on 
6th July 2012 on the topic ‘Safe Food and Safe Farming’. 
The theme was presented by Sri. C. Jayakumar, Director, 

investment in local natural resource stocks and boosts the 
local economy (5) Local and Sustainable Food – Transform 
food supply to the point where it has a net positive impact 
on the environment, local economy and people’s well 
being by supporting local and low impact food production 
that provides healthy, quality food while boosting the 
local economy in an environmentally beneficial manner, 
showcase examples of low-impact packaging, processing 
and disposal, highlights benefit of a low-impact diet (6) 
Sustainable Water – Achieve a positive impact on local 
water resources and supply by implementing water use 
efficiency measures, reuse and recycling, minimize water 
extraction and pollution, foster sustainable water and 
sewage management in the landscape, restore natural water 
cycles (7) Natural habitats and wildlife – Regenerate 
degraded environments and halt biodiversity loss by 
protecting or regenerating existing natural environments 
and the habitats they provide to fauna and flora, create 
new habitats (8) Culture and Heritage – Protect and build 
on local cultural heritage and diversity by celebrating 
and reviving cultural heritage and the sense of local and 
regional identity, choose structures and systems that build 
on this heritage and foster a new culture of sustainability 
(9) Equity and Fair Trade – This is to ensure a positive 
impact and attitude in the community, both locally 
and globally, notably disadvantaged communities (10) 
Health and Happiness – Increase health and quality of 
life by promoting healthy lifestyles, physical, mental and 
spiritual well-being through well-designed structures and 
community engagement measures, as well as by delivering 
on social and environmental targets.

Thanal, an active environmental NGO working in the field 
of organic farming and anti pesticide movement.

Friday Forum for the month of August was held at Govt. 
Womens College Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram on 3rd 
August on the topic ‘Fisheries – Status, Issues & Concerns’. 
The theme was presented by Dr.A.Bijukumar, Head of the 
Dept.of Aquatic Biology & Fisheries, who is an authority on 
the subject. Around 250 students each from 8 educational 
institutions attended the programme.

Multimedia presentation on Marine Biodiversity

A CD-ROM containing a multimedia presentation on 
Marine Biodiversity by Dr. A. Bijukumar, Head of the 
Dept. of Fisheries and Marine Biology, Kerala University 
was prepared. The presentation gives the facts and figures 
of marine ecosystem, its bio diversity and the values and 
services it provides. The CD-ROM was sent to all nature 
clubs for conducting awareness sessions on the theme.  

Annual Report
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Kollam on 15th July 2012 in connection with the inaugural 
function of the Nature Club. Sri. P.G. Thomas IAS, District 
Collector was the chief guest. WWF-India also released two 
posters on the Birds of Ashtamudi and Sathamkotta Lakes, 
the two Ramsar Sites of the district.

Participation in ‘Save Nelliyampathy Campaign’

Senior Education Officer attended the State level 
discussion meeting on strategies to initiate the state wide 
‘Save Nelliyampathy’ Campaign held at YMCA Hall, 
Thiruvananthapuram on 21st July 2012 and in the dharna in 
the evening. The campaign is an environmental movement 
initiated by the environmental groups of Kerala in purview 
of encroachment and lease violation by plantations in 
and around Nelliyampathy Reserve Forests adjacent to 
Parambikkulam Tiger Reserve.

Green Gathering at Nilambur

WWF-India, Kerala State Office conducted a two day ‘Green 
Gathering’ at Nilambur on 4th and 5th August 2012 with 
the participation of 70 school students and five teachers. 
Technical sessions, activity sessions, film screening, bird 
watching, visit to Teak Museum, visit to Canolly’s Plot 
etc were the events of the gathering. The gathering was 
inaugurated by Sri. George P. Mathachan, Divisional Forest 
Officer of Nilambur North Division. The technical sessions 

WWF-India, Kerala State Office released its Annual Report 
for the year 2011-12 highlighting its projects, programme 
and activities in Kerala.  

Sunday Bird Walk

WWF-India, Kerala State Office conducted Sunday Bird 
Walk at Arippa Forests with the participation of 22 bird 
enthusiasts. The bird walk started by 7.00am in the morning 
in three groups led by Senior Education Officer, Sri. C. 
Susanth, and Sri. C. Harikumar. The teams concluded 
the field activity by 11.30am and gathered at the Seminar 
Hall of Forest Training Institute at Arippa. Each team 
presented their observations and had discussion on the 
same. Following this, Sri. C. Susanth and Sri. C. Harikumar 
delivered multimedia presentations on ‘Avifauna of Arippa’ 
and ‘Bird watching’. Sri. Biju P.B, an active volunteer of 
WWF-India gave a multimedia presentation on ‘Birds of 
Arippa’ incorporating their calls and pictures. 

Orientation Session for Grasshopper Nature Club

Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director provided an 
orientation talk on nature conservation and environmental 
protection for the members of Grasshopper Nature Club, 
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and activity sessions were led by Mr. Sivakumar, Mr. Jain J. 
Therattil and Mr. Murukan P.P. 

Workshop on Rethinking Conservation Education - 
beyond competitions and tree planting. 

Sri. A.K. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer attend the 
workshop on 11th August 2012 which was a ‘Biodiversity 
Asia 2012’ post-conference workshop organised by 
Conservation Network at Indian Institute of Sciences, 
Bangalore. The workshop discussed in detail about the 
new areas of environment/ conservation education to bring 
out more effective results. 

Nature Orientation Camp in Nilgiris

A three day nature camp was organised in and around 
Nilgiris from 24th to 26th August 2012. The camp was led by 

Mr. Sivakumar and was attended by 19 nature enthusiasts. 
The team explored Avalanche, a beautiful destination of 
Nilgiris on the Kerala border, bestowed with rich shola 
forests and grasslands. Parsons Valley, another day’s 
destination also was interesting to the campers as it was 
another shola patch with enchanting aesthetic scenery. 
The team also visited Kotagiri. 

Wild Wisdom Quiz

State Office coordinated the 5th edition of Wild Wisdom 
Quiz, the only national wildlife quiz in connection with 
Wildlife Week by sending out letters to 103 schools 
including CBSE, ICSE and State syllabus inviting 
participation. Following this question papers, answer keys 
and other directions to conduct the school level quiz were 
also sent. Necessary telephonic follow up also was done 
with the objective of conducting the school level quiz in a 
grand manner. 

Community Empathy Outreach Fair at Infosys, 
Thiruvananthapuram 

A promotion stall of WWF-India was set up at Infosys, 

Thiruvananthapuram on 16th August 2012 as part of 
their Community Empathy Outreach Fare. WWF-India’s 
programme areas, activities, merchandise etc were 
displayed at the venue.

Mr. A.V. George
Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese

Mr. A.K. Sivakumar

EDITORIAL BOARD


