
Mruthika/ March-April 2019 / 1

March-April 2019

Newsletter of WWF - India, Kerala State Office

2019

NEWS
LETTER

KERALA

FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK

In the last three months, we have been carrying out the 
project titled “Post Flood Impact Assessment on Biodiversity 
on selected fauna, mainly birds, butterflies, dragonflies and 
frogs” for the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB). We 
have been covering seven representative study sites across 
Kerala including Vazhachal and Kole Wetland in Thrissur, 
Pookode in Wayanad, Upper Kuttanad in Alappuzha, 
Idukki, Kattampally in Kannur and Pamba River in 
Pathanamthitta. We have been doing field surveys for the 
last 3 months. Unfortunately the project time period is also 
3 months. From the field data collected during the last 3 
months i.e. the summer months alone, we realise that we 
cannot make any conclusions on the observations during 
this short period. Hence we met the Member Secretary 
of KSBB and explained to him in detail on the situation 
and gave the justification for requesting for an extension 
up till August end to cover both pre-monsoon, monsoon 
and post-monsoon periods also. KSBB has sanctioned our 
request and hence we will be carrying out the assessment 
for the coming months, analysing the data and submitting 
a final report to KSBB with the major observations, 
conclusions and recommendations. In the background of 
the floods that ravaged Kerala and the realisation that we 
have a long way to go in protecting our biodiversity, KSBB 
has recently constituted State-level Expert Committees on 
various relevant themes affecting biodiversity. The State 
Director was also invited as a Member into the Committee 
on Threats to Biodiversity. During this period we also 
attended the Workshop on the impact of Blue Economy 
on the Fisheries Sector organised by Kerala Swathanthra 
Matsya Thozhilali Federation and National Fishermen 
Federation. The State Director presented the view of WWF 
on the topic. In the same context, WWF-India Marine 
Programme organised the One-day Workshop on Adopting 
Best Practices for Sustainable Fisheries Management at 

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

‘It’s our time to rise up’: Youth Climate Strikes held 
in 100 countries

School and university students continue Friday protests to 
call for political action on crisis. From Australia to America, 

children put down their books on Friday to march for change 
in the first global climate strike. The event was embraced 
in the developing nations of India and Uganda and in the 
Philippines and Nepal – countries acutely impacted by 
climate change - as tens of thousands of school children 
and students went on “strike”, demanding the political elite 
urgently address what they say is a climate emergency. 
Coordinated via social media by volunteers in 125 countries 
and regions, the action spread across more than 2,000 
events under the banner of Fridays for Future. In Sydney, 
about 30,000 children and young people marched from the 

Thiruvananthapuram. Key stakeholders in the fisheries 
sector were hand-picked and invited for the workshop. 
The workshop witnessed some very good technical 
presentations on Eco-Labelling and Fisheries Certification 
followed by very lively discussions and deliberations 
with the active involvement of all the participants. As in 
previous years, as part of observing World Forestry Day 
on March 21st and World Water Day on 22nd, we organised 
the Van Suraksha – Jala Suraksha Campaign jointly with 
the Silent Valley National Park authorities with the rally 
organised from Mukkali. Our ECHO Programme i.e. 
Building Environment Conservation Heroes, is progressing 
well with the involvement of the colleges from Kollam 
district. The Department of Environmental Sciences of All 
Saints College, Thiruvananthapuram invited us to organise 
the ECHO Workshop in their college for the benefit of 
their PG students. The students showed a great deal of 
enthusiasm in intently listening to the technical sessions, 
participating in the team games and also in the discussions 
and deliberations which followed on how we can reduce 
our Plastic Footprint in our everyday lives. In the month of 
March, we were able to organise 10 Eco-Trails in Munnar 
supported by ATKINS. The Eco-Trails mainly targeted the 
school students from the financially backward section of 
the society, mainly children of tea-estate workers staying 
in and around Munnar. The trails were organised with the 
field level support of Route49 ventures. Three Amateur 
Naturalist Workshops were also organised in which the 
same participants went through some real-time training 
and capacity building sessions with the objective that, in 
the days ahead, they can act as local level resource persons 
for our various programmes. As in previous years, Earth 
Hour was also observed in the last Saturday of March with 
its own set of events.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director

GLOBAL
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Haryana, topped the list with an average annual particulate 
matter (PM 2.5) quality of 135 µg/m3 (micrograms/cubic 
metre), in 2018. The other cities in India that made the list 
of 20 were Ghaziabad, Faridabad, Bhiwadi, Noida, Patna, 
Lucknow, Jodhpur, Muzaffarpur, Varanasi, Moradabad, 
Agra, Gaya and Jind (Source: The Hindu, 5 March 2019).

India’s biodiversity-rich zones also ‘hotspots’ of 
human impacts

Human impacts on species occur across 84% of the earth’s 
surface, finds a study published on March 13 in PLOS 
Biology, an international journal dedicated to biological 
science. Southeast Asian tropical forests, including India’s 
biodiversity-rich Western Ghats, Himalayas and the North-
East falls in this category; India ranks 16th in such human 
impacts, with 35 species impacted on average. A team of 
scientists led by James Allan (University of Queensland) 
found this when they mapped the distribution of eight 
human activities including hunting and conversion of 
natural habitats for agriculture, in areas occupied by 5,457 
threatened birds, mammals and amphibians worldwide. 
Using sources, including the recently-updated Human 
Footprint data, they found that a staggering 1,237 species 
are impacted by threats in more than 90% of their habitat; 
395 species are affected by threats across their entire range. 
While the impact of roads is highest (affecting 72% of 
terrestrial areas), crop lands affect the highest number of 
threatened species: 3,834. The maps show that roads and 
croplands are extensive in India and conversion of habitat 
for such activities could be a main threat, Dr Allan said. 
However, these very areas are also ‘cool-spots’ (the world’s 
last refuges where high numbers of threatened species 
still persist). Cool-spots could be the result of protection 
or because of intact habitat that has not been cleared yet 
(Source: The Hindu, 12 March 2019).

Town Hall Square to Hyde Park. In Delhi, more than 200 
children walked out of classes to protest against inaction on 
tackling climate change, and similar protests took place on 
a smaller scale in 30 towns and cities. Across Africa, there 
were strikes in several countries (Source: The Guardian, 15 
March 2019).

China turtle death: One of last four known Yangtze 
Giant Softshell dies

One of the world’s rarest Turtles, a Yangtze Giant Softshell, 
has died in China, leaving just three known survivors of 
the species. The female Turtle (Rafetus swinhoei) died 
in Suzhou Zoo in southern China. Experts had tried to 
artificially inseminate the creature, which was over 90 years 
old, for a fifth time shortly before she died. The cause of her 
death is being investigated and the Turtle’s ovarian tissue 
was collected for future research. The species has suffered 
from hunting, overfishing and the destruction of its habitat. 
One male, estimated to be more than 100 years old, is left in 
the Chinese Zoo while two other Turtles live in the wild in 
Vietnam. The elusive nature of the Turtle means it has been 
difficult to identify the gender of the pair. (Source: BBC, 15 
April 2019).

WWF sounds alarm after 48 lbs of plastic found in 
dead whale

An 8-meter (26-foot) Sperm Whale was found dead off 
Sardinia with 22 kilograms (48.5 pounds) of plastic in its 
belly, prompting the World Wildlife Fund to sound an alarm 
over the dangers of plastic waste in the Mediterranean Sea. 
WWF-Italy said the garbage recovered from the Sperm 
Whale’s stomach included a corrugated tube for electrical 
works, plastic plates, shopping bags, tangled fishing lines 
and a washing detergent package with its bar code still 
legible. The female whale beached off the northern coast of 
Sardinia last week, within the vast Pelagos Marine Sanctuary 
that was created as a haven for dolphins, whales and other 
sea life. The World Wildlife Fund said between 150,000 
and 500,000 tons of plastic objects and 70,000 to 130,000 
tons of micro-plastics wind up in Europe’s seas each year. 
To combat the phenomenon, the European Parliament last 
week approved a new law banning a wide range of single-
use plastic products, including plates and straws, starting in 
2021 (Source: The Hindu, 3 April 2019).

STATE

Fifteen of the 20 most polluted cities in the world 
are in India

This is according to an analysis of air quality in several 
cities around the world conducted by World Health 
Organisation (WHO). The ranking — a one of its kind 
study that relies on ground based sensors located in 3,000 
cities from 73 countries — was compiled by IQAir Group, a 
manufacturer of air-monitoring sensors as well as purifiers 
and environmentalist group Greenpeace. Gurugram, in 

State returns Central fund given for rejuvenating 
lakes

The State has refunded around 4.29 crore provided by the 
Union Government 14 years ago for the environmental 
regeneration of the Veli and Akkulam lakes under the 
National Lake Conservation Plan (NLCP). The unspent 
Central share of 4,29,80,000 rupees has been returned to 
the Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 
Change by Demand Draft following an order by the 
Additional Chief Secretary, Vishwas Mehta. The refund 
under the directive of the Ministry has again exposed the 
lack of coordination between the departments concerned 
and lethargy on the part of the government to properly utilise 
money for centrally funded projects. The Kerala Water 
authority (KWA) was asked by the Centre six years ago to 
utilise the NLCP fund for setting up a sewage treatment 
plant at Akkulam to treat water from Amayizhanjan and 
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Ulloor canals before it reaches the lakes. The State then 
decided to comply with the Centre’s directive to utilise the 
first tranche of the Central share that had reached the State 
in 2005, but the KWA’s efforts to utilise the 4.29 crore for 
the sewage treatment plant also failed to take off (Source: 
The Hindu, 16 March 2019).

Campaign to guard sacred grove gathers pace

A campaign to save a cluster of sacred groves spread across 
nearly two acres at Vazhikkulangara near Paravur is gathering 
momentum, including on social media. Santhivanam, the 
green campus that is home to several species of reptiles, 
birds and animals, is now being threatened by the Kerala 
State Electricity Board’s proposed Cherai - Mannam 110-
KV line. If constructed, it will pass right through the grove 
which is believed to have been preserved for over two 
centuries. An awareness campaign is being organised by 
the Santhivanam Samrakshana Samithi (SSS) and will be 
attended by environmental scientists and activists from 
across the State to chart out a protest campaign. An online 
social media campaign, #savesanthivanam, is beginning to 
capture the imagination of youngsters (Source: The Hindu, 
27 April 2019).

EXPERT TALK

What you throw away carelessly,  
comes back to bite you

Unsegregated waste dumped into urban 
waterbodies ultimately reaches the oceans

Kerala received much more than the expected rains this year 
and that too out of the normal period. Kerala receives an 
annual average rainfall of around 300cm out of which the 
south west monsoon during June – July provides maybe 
30%, north east monsoon during September – October 
provides the major chunk of 60% and the sparse summer 

showers in March – April provides the rest 10%. This time, 
it started to pour heavily in the month of August and this 
was attributed to a low pressure system developed along 
the Kerala Coast. The Capital City of Thiruvananthapuram 
also received intense rainfall and surprisingly overnight 
many parts of the City was waterlogged. The major reason 
was that the main drain Amaizhayanchan Thodu running 
through the City which ultimately drains to the Sea through 
the estuarine opening in Veli was clogged in several places 
within the City because of indiscriminate waste dumping and 
then the estuarine opening was also closed by the sand bar. 
Most of the cities and towns in Kerala does not have a proper 
municipal solid waste management system and hence the 
easiest route the households, commercial establishments, 
markets and even slaughter houses adopt are to dump it into 
the open drain, mainly in the cover of night. In many places, 
the drain is so clogged that it has almost turned into a solid 
ground where big trees have even come up.

So when the waterlogging happened within the City, with 
houses in many low lying areas going under water, the 
easiest thing the Municipal Corporation and the District 
Administration did was to use some heavy machinery for 
the day to open up these blocks and then remove the sand 
bar to clear the estuarine opening to let the water drain 
out into the Sea. This worked beautifully for the City and 
the waterlogging was resolved very quickly. But what 
ultimately happened was that tonnes of unsegregated solid 
waste got washed out into the Sea in a matter of few hours. 
The next day morning, the beach on both sides of the Veli 
estuarine opening was filled with waste, mostly which were 
lightweight and floating like plastic bottles, glass liquor 
bottles, thermocoals, footwear, helmets, bags etc. which 
came back with the waves and ultimately washed ashore and 
left on the beach. The sight has horrific. The impact of our 
consumeristic lifestyle and the use and throw culture was so 
evident right in front of our eyes.

Friends for Marine Life and WWF-India joined hands to 
mobilise volunteers for the beach cleanup and assessment 
of the waste. Around 20 volunteers toiled without a break 
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for almost half a day from morning 8am to afternoon 2pm 
to pick out and collect the waste in a segregated manner 
from a 750 sq. feet area. On final count, we found that the 
volunteers hauled in 11,773 plastic bottles, 1538 plastic and 
leather footwear, 834 glass liquor bottles and a heap of 
thermocoal. This must be like 1% of the total waste which 
really was swept away into the deeper waters of the ocean. 

Few rag pickers came in with their big gunny bags ready to 
take plastic bottles which goes to Tamil Nadu for recycling. 
But there was absolutely no demand for all the other waste. 
The team ensured that the waste was shifted to a safer 
location at a higher altitude so that it is not washed back into 
the Sea and requested the Thiruvananthapuram Municipal 
Corporation to ensure proper disposal.

The learning was great, but…………..

Quiz on Environmentally Important Days

World Wildlife Day is on _________________

World Meteorological Day is on _________________

World Biodiversity Day is on _________________

World Turtle Day is on _________________

World Ocean Day _________________

World Environment Day _________________

International Tiger Day _________________

World Elephant Day _________________

World Wetlands Day _________________

World Forest Day _________________

Project on Post Flood Impact Assessment on 
Biodiversity (selected fauna)

The letter for extension of the time period of the project has 
been submitted and detailed discussion carried out with the 
Member Secretary. Interim Report prepared and submitted 
and presented in front of the Technical Review Committee. 
Based on this, extension has been approved till August. We 
are yet to get it in writing. Mr. Sujith, Field Team Leader 
is now in the process of reworking the field data collection 
schedule to cover seasonality also. 

WWF invited into the Kerala State Biodiversity 
Board State-level Expert Committee

WWF recognised as a lead agency in the field of biodiversity 
conservation in the State by being invited into the Kerala 
State Biodiversity Board State-level Expert Committee. 

The first meeting of the same was convened on 1st March 
at Hotel SP Grand Days and Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director attended the meeting and suggestions and 
recommendations were put forward to mitigate pressures 
on biodiversity especially from invasive alien species.

Workshop on Impact of the Blue Economy on 
Fisheries

We were able to put forward our suggestions and 
recommendations with regard to the contribution towards 
the impact of blue economy on the fisheries sector in the One-
day Workshop on Impact of the Blue Economy on Fisheries 
organised by KSMTF and NFF at Thiruvananthapuram on 
7th March. The State Director and Mr. Pravin Kumar, Project 
Officer, Fish Forward, WWF-India attended the meeting 
and took part in the discussions and deliberations. The 
meeting provided us a platform to meet with the various 
stakeholders in the particular sector and present WWF’s 
position on the blue economy.

Promote Eco-Labelling and Fisheries Certification 
for sustainable fisheries management

With the above objective, WWF-India Marine Programme 
and the Kerala State Office joined hands to organise the One 
Day Stakeholder Workshop on ‘Adopting Best Practices for 
Sustainable Fisheries Management on 20th March at Mascot 
Hotel, Thiruvananthapuram. The State Director, Mr. Vinod 
Malayilethu, Senior Co-ordinator, Marine Programme, 
Mr. Pravin Kumar, Project Officer, Fish Forward, Dr. 
Appukuttan and Dr. Sunil Mohammed, Senior Scientist 
from CMFRI, Kochi led the proceedings of the workshop. 
The workshop witnessed very good technical presentations 
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followed by group discussions and open deliberations with 
the involvement of all participants. The workshop paved 
way for good networking with the stakeholders, and coming 
to a consensus through discussions and charting the way 
forward for sustainable fisheries management in Kerala in 
the days ahead. Representatives of Fisheries Department, 
Latin Catholic Diocese, Fishermen Union representatives, 
NGOs working in this sector and other experts attended the 
workshop.

Van Suraksha Jal Suraksha Campaign

Conducted Vana Suraksha - Jala Suraksha Rally at Mukkali 
near Silent Valley National Park in connection with the 
observance of World Forestry Day and World Water Day 
in collaboration with the Park on 22nd March 2019. Seventy 
college students and fifteen Forest Watcher Trainees took 
part in the rally. They prepared their own posters with 
attractive captions on forest and water conservation.

ECHO Workshop at All Saints College 

Under the Building Environment Conservation Heroes 
(ECHO) platform targeting college students, a full-day 
workshop was organised on 13th March at the College and 
was attended by 50 students of the Zoology Department. Mr. 
Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, Ms. Anushreedha 
Sivanandan, Volunteer, Mr. Kaushik Narayanan, OPA Intern 
and Mr. Harith, VEP Intern took the lead in organising the 
event.

ATKINS Munnar Eco-Trails

As part of the Eco-Trails sponsored by ATKINS, WWF 
conducted 5 workshops on the importance of Munnar and 
its uniqueness like Shola Grassland Ecosystem in 1 Teacher 
Training Institute, 2 Colleges and 2 Schools in and around 
Munnar.
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As part of the same programme, WWF conducted 10 Eco-
Trails in Munnar and Pambadum Shola National Park in 
collaboration with Munnar Wildlife Division and HRW&EPA 
of Kannan Devan Hills Plantations targeting the students 
from the . 345 students and their teachers participated in 
the Eco-Trails. As part of this programme, we prepared and 
published the Eco-Trail Students Journal also.

Amateur Naturalist Training (ANT)

Over the years, we have developed a very good networking 
of Volunteers from across the State. In his recent visit to 
the State Office, Mr. Ravi Singh, Secretary General & CEO, 
WWF-India had a time of interaction with the Volunteers 
and he was very much impressed by their level of thinking 
and involvement. In this background, SG &CEO specially 
requested WWF-India Kerala State Office to organise 
capacity building programmes for our Volunteers. In this 
regard, we conducted 3 modules of Amateur Naturalist 
Training at Arippa Forests, Peppara WLS and Pambadum 
Shola NP with the participation of our Volunteers from 
across the State. 

Earth Hour 2019

On the morning of 30th March, Cyclothon was organised 
by WWF-India Kerala State Office jointly with Indus 
Cycling Embassy, CET Cycling Club and LNCPE Cycling 
Club with 42 cyclists carrying the placards with GIVEUP 
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collaterals. Parallely, interactive games were organised 
in the Trivandrum Museum & Zoo Compound to interact 
with the early morning walkers and joggers and sensitise 
them on Earth Hour. In the evening function organised at 
Manaveeyam Veedhi, the participants were enthralled by 
some ‘naadanpattukal’ by a local band. Adv.V.K.Prasanth, 
Mayor, Thiruvananthapuram Corporation, was the chief 
guest of the function and he addressed the gathering and 
signed the Letter of Intent on behalf of Thiruvananthapuram 
Municipal Corporation for the GIVEUP Campaign. The 
Mayor also gave away the cycle arranged by WWF as part 
of the Gift a Cycle Campaign of Indus Cycling Embassy to 
the preselected school student. Four standees with the 
collaterals on the GIVEUP campaign was prepared and used 
at the different venues of the Earth Hour Campaign.

ECHO Review Meeting 

We conducted ECHO Review Meeting at SN College, Kollam 
and 26 representatives from the 5 participating colleges 
took part and shared the status of their projects and the way 

forward. The State Director Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese 
and the Senior Education Officer Mr. A.K. Sivakumar led the 
discussions. Mr. Harith, VEP Intern was also present. Each 
team was given 10 minutes to present the progress of their 
project work and the last five minutes was used for giving 
suggestions and charting the way forward so as to complete 
the projects before the State Summit.

Earth Day 2019 - Vellayani Lake Cleanup Campaign

As part of the Volunteer Engagement Programme, 
Vellayani Lake Cleanup was conducted on 28th April 2019 
in association with Kanthari, an International Institute 
of Social Sciences. Twenty-six volunteers participated in 
the event. The volunteers gathered at Kanthari Campus at 
6.30am and the Senior Education Officer briefed on the 
day’s activity. The cleanup was carried out along the banks 
of Vellayani Lake by the side of Kanthari Institute itself since 
the water was not very deep in that area to ensure safety. 
Paul, Sabrea and other staff of Kanthari and the staff and 
volunteers team of WWF ventured into the water, traced 
the stem downwards from the leaves up till the submerged 
roots and uprooted the weeds and lotus plants along with its 
full stem and interconnected roots. It was really laborious 
process and inspite of the 4 – 5 hours hard work put in by 26 
volunteers, only a small area of the lake could be cleared of 
weeds. But it was a great experience. 

GIVEUP Campaign

Mr. A.K. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer led a session 
on “Give Up to Give Back” as part of the campaign at 
NSS Training College, Changanassery. Seventy-seven 
participants attended the session including teachers. An 
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interview of the State Director was recorded at Mathrubhumi 
Club FM studio and aired on the GIVEUP campaign and its 
related details.

WWF Exhibition Stall

We put up our WWF Exhibition Stall on the theme of 
“Wetlands” in the Kanakolsavam exhibition organised by 
Trivandrum Press Club, CISSA and others at Kanakakunnu 
Palace Grounds from 10 - 15 April 2019. The programme was 
very well organized with 5 pavilions with exhibition stalls of 
all Central and State Govt. Depts., R&D institutions, service 
agencies, armed forces, other NGOs. All the exhibition stalls 
were arranged really well and was very informative. 

Sensitisation of children on nature conservation 
and environment protection

The State Director led a sessions in the Children’s 
Summer Camp organized at Cheru Reshmi, Poonthura, 
Thiruvananthapuram, in which around 30 children 
participated. Mr. Renjan explained to the children on 
their individual roles and responsibility towards nature 
conservation and environment protection. The session 
was followed by few minutes of active discussion. The 
documentary ‘Home – Our Garden of Eden’ by Shri. Suresh 
Elamon was screened. The students were glued to the screen 
during the entire time of the screening seeing the wonders of 
animal life and wildlife unfolding in front of their own eyes.

A similar session was handled by the State Director in 
the Children’s Summer Camp organised by AMAS near 
Kattakada in which around 40 children participated. 


