
Mruthika/ May-June 2017 / 1

May-June 2017

Newsletter of WWF - India, Kerala State Office

2017

NEWS
LETTER

KERALA

FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK

The consultancy work on setting up of Honeybee 
Museum at Thenmala under Shendurney WLS is 
progressing well. The artwork which is the major 
component of the project has been given as a sub- 
consultancy to Godfrey’s Graphics and Mr. Godfrey 
Das and Mr. Jinesh are leading the work. Our intern, 
Ms. Sharon Koshy is entrusted with the work to 
collect and compile text and images for the 29 
exhibition panels to be erected within the museum. 
We have four students from different institutions 
doing their internship with us during these months 
and the inputs from these young talents give great 
boost to our work. Over the years, in the month of 
May, we observe the World Migratory Bird Day by 
organizing relevant programmes in different parts 
of the State and that too with the support of Kerala 
State Biodiversity Board. This year, we organized 
WMBD 2017 in association with Malabar Natural 
History Society (MNHS) and PUMA Nature Club of 
Malappuram with the awareness sessions organized at 
Govt. HSS Pookkottur and field exposure at Kadalundi 
Community Reserve. With our various bird monitoring 
initiatives, we have, over the years, developed a good 
network of about   25 Volunteer Birders. From July 
2016 to March 2017, they have been moving around 
Thiruvananthapuram and Pathanamthitta districts for 
data collection in connection with the preparation of 
the District Bird Atlases. As a token of appreciation, 
WWF-India organized a Nature Orientation Camp for 
these regular birding volunteers at Thattekkad Bird 
Sanctuary in May. The two days event turned out to 
be an unforgettable get-together of the birders from all 
three southern districts of Kerala. The volunteers had a 
great exposure to birding in forests, which was different 
from the ongoing Bird Atlas survey and water bird 
documentation. The workshop on Environmental Law 
and Litigation by WWF-India Centre for Environmental 
Law organized at Coimbatore was a real learning and 
capacity building process for all the participants. The 
State Director and Senior Education Officer attended 
the two days’ workshop and really benefitted from

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

‘See-through’ frog is at risk of extinction

A newly identified frog species - with transparent skin 
through which it’s beating heart is visible - is under the 

threat of extinction. The frog (Hyalinobatrachium yaku), 
discovered in the Amazonian lowlands of Ecuador, has 
unique physical and behavioural traits. “Males guard 
the eggs, which are attached below a tree’s leaves, until 
they hatch and fall on the water stream below” said Juan 
Guayasamin of the Universidad San Francisco de Quito in 
Ecuador. “Not all glass frogs have hearts that are visible 
through the chest. In some, the heart itself is white, so 
you don’t see the red blood” said Paul Hamilton of the 
Biodiversity Group. “If the stream dries up, or becomes 

the interactions with the resource persons. Mr. 
Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, Mr. Jaichand 
Johnson and Mr.C.Harikumar, Volunteers cum Expert 
Birders attended the two days Kerala Birders Meet 
organized by Dr Nameer at College of Forestry and 
actively took part in the discussions and deliberations. 
ICLEI, based in Delhi, has invited WWF-India Kerala 
State Office to be a partner in their upcoming project 
Interact-Bio to be implemented in Kochi and Ms. 
Monalisa and her team from ICLEI visited our office 
and had preliminary discussions on the approach and 
the way forward. In the environmental calendar, June 
is the most prominent month with the observation of 
World Environment Day falling in it and governments, 
various departments, NGOs and corporates organize 
the maximum number of events as part of observing 
WED. WWF-India, Kerala State Office observed WED 
2017 at NSS Training College, Ottapalam in a new 
partnership with Kerala State Remote Sensing and 
Environment Centre (KSREC), Govt. of Kerala. The 
day’s event focused on ‘Connecting Wetlands - Nature 
- People’ and also how Geoinformation Technology 
can be effectively used for protecting wetlands. 
WWF was also invited to be part of the observance of 
WED by the Ecological Forum of CSI Christ Church, 
Thiruvananthapuram and also by Navdeep Public 
School, Kollam. As part of our ongoing Volunteer 
Engagement Programme, we organized a two days 
event on Climate Literacy for students at Naipunnya 
School of Management, Cherthala. After the first day’s 
awareness sessions, the students were divided into 
teams and they prepared placards on the theme based 
on the sessions and the 150 placards were installed in 
different prominent locations within Cherthala Town. 
The other notable event under VEP was the Teachers 
Training Workshop organized at Silent Valley NP on 
20th and 21st of June which was a joint venture by 
WWF and the Park authorities in which 29 School 
Teachers from Palakkad, Thrissur and Malappuram 
participated. 

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director
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New curbs on cattle slaughter

The Centre has banned the sale of cattle for slaughter at 
animal markets across the country. Under a notification 
titled the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation 
of Livestock Markets) Rules, 2017, those who wish to sell 
cattle — bulls, cows, buffaloes, steers, heifers and camels 
— may do so only after they formally state that the animals 
have not been “brought to the market for sale for slaughter”. 
(The Hindu, 27 May, 2017)

After 84 years, Cobra Lily rediscovered in the Nilgiris

The incredibly rare Arisaema translucens, more commonly 
known as the Cobra Lily, was recently rediscovered in the 
western Nilgiris after 84 years by nature enthusiasts K.M. 
Prabhu Kumar and Tarun Chhabra. Featuring a distinctive 
translucent spathe, it was last collected by E. Barnes in 
1932 and described by C.E.C Fischer in 1933. Barely a few 
hundred Cobra Lily plants are left in  the wild and they can 
be found only in a small area measuring less than 10 square 
kilometres in the Nilgiris. (The Hindu, 23 May, 2017)

India, France to join hands on Paris pact

India and France on Saturday vowed  to  work  together 
for the implementation of the landmark Paris Climate 
Agreement and fight the challenge, as Prime Minister 

Drought forces animals to come out of forests.

The changes taking place in the forest ecosystem owing 
to climate change has been leading to frequent straying 
of wild animals into human habitation in the forest areas 
of Sabarimala, Ranni, and Konni. A Tiger was caught 
on CCTV camera installed at Pampa in the foothills of 
Sabarimala. The Tiger was found guzzling water collected 
in a small earthen pit on the pathway and waited there for 
about ten minutes before retreating into the nearby bushes. 
Forest Department sources said the pug marks showed that 
it might be a female Tiger in the age group of eight to nine 
years. (The Hindu, 11 May, 2017)

Rare bird sighting at Vellayani

The Vellayani - Punchakari wetlands, which have come 
to be known as a haven for birdwatchers nearest to the 
Capital City, has witnessed yet another rare sighting. A 
group of Zoologists spotted a leucistic Common Moorhen 
at the Vellayani Lake during an expedition held a few days 
ago. R. Sreejai, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Zoology, St. 
Stephen’s College, Pathanapuram, and V.S. Chithra, Project 
Associate, Kerala State Biodiversity Board, have reported 
the rare presence of the bird among other Purple Moorhens. 
(The Hindu, 10 May, 2017)

A new plant species at New Amarambalam

A team of botanists has found a new plant species in the 
bryophyte group that grows on tree leaves and named it in 
honour of a veteran Botanist. The new plant species found 
from biodiversity rich New Amarambalam in Nilambur 
in Malappuram was named Cololejeunea manilalia, 

polluted, the frogs can’t survive, and other more resilient 
creatures may be next” he said. (The Hindu, 29 May, 2017)

Coming soon to East Coast highways: clean, quiet 
hydrogen cars

The daily commute is a real grind for most people, but 
not for Heather McLaughlin. In February, Ms. McLaughlin 
leased a 2017 Honda Clarity FC, a sedan powered by 
hydrogen fuel cells and available only in California. 
And it has transformed her daily 20-mile commute near 
San Francisco. With no pistons or spark plugs, the car is 
serenely quiet. Its electric motor provides a peppy ride. 
And wherever Ms. McLaughlin goes, the only thing that 
comes out of the tailpipe is a bit of water vapour. There are 
no pollutants, no greenhouse gases. (The Hindu, 20 May, 
2017)

Can animals predict earthquakes?

After a series of powerful earthquakes struck Italy last 
year, Martin Wikelski rushed here to test a hunch that has 
tantalized scientists and thinkers for millenniums: Can 
animals anticipate natural disasters? A German Scientist, 
Mr. Wikelski tagged several animals on a farm in Pieve 
Torina in the Marches region of central Italy in October to 
monitor their behaviour, hoping that if it changed in some 
consistent way before an earthquake, it could be used as 
an early warning system and potentially save thousands of 
lives. (The Hindu, 19 June, 2017)

Narendra Modi met newly elected French President 
Emmanuel Macron. Mr. Modi said India was committed to 
“go above and beyond” the Paris  deal  to protect climate 
for future generations as he termed the U.N.-brokered 
agreement a shared legacy of the world, a day after U.S. 
President Donald Trump walked out of the accord. After 
holding two hours of wide-ranging talks with Mr. Macron at 
the Presidential Elysee Palace here, Mr. Modi said the Paris 
climate deal reflects “our duty towards protecting Mother 
Earth and our natural resources. For us, this (protection 
of environment) is an article of faith.” (The Hindu, 4 June, 
2017)

India’s biodiversity riches grow by 499 species

On World Environment Day, India has 499 reasons to 
cheer: 313 species of animals and 186 species of plants 
have been discovered from various areas of the country last 
year. Animal Discoveries 2016, New Species and Records, 
brought out by the Zoological Survey of India on Monday, 
and Plant Discoveries 2016, by the Botanical Survey of 
India, brings the glad tidings. (The Hindu, 5 June, 2017)
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in honour of K.S. Manilal, former Head of the Dept. of 
Botany in Calicut University, who translated to English 
and Malayalam the monumental 17th century book of 
Indian Plants, Hortus Malabaricus, authored by Dutchman 
Hendrik Van Rheede. (The Hindu, 21 May, 2017)

A new cast of crabs in Western Ghats

The biodiversity hotspot Western Ghats is in the spotlight 
once again, as Scientists have discovered a new genus and 
six new species of freshwater crabs in these mountainous 
forests. With the recent findings in Kerala, Freshwater Crab 
diversity in the State has risen to 34 species, the highest in 
the country. Nearly 50% of crabs in the Western Ghats (27 
of 47 species) occur here. All six species were discovered 
on the Kerala side. (The Hindu, 8 June, 2017)

SALUTING THE GREEN SOLDIER
Kannan has sacrificed his entire life for forest 

conservation. There is no doubt he has an excellent 
knowledge about each species and animal behaviour.

S.V. Nitha 
Published: Mar 2, 2016, 04:10 PM IST

Kannan. (Photo: Ajosh Parackan)

Each grain of sand in the Periyar Tiger Reserve knows 
this person with the green uniform very well. 

'Thaadikkannan' is a dynamic and committed Forest 
Watcher who spent 36 years in forest to protect Mother 
Nature. Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary in Thekkady is blessed 
with scenic beauty and a wide range of wildlife including 
Wild Pigs, Sambar, Gaur, Mouse Deer, Dole or Barking Deer 
can be seen in this protected area. Kannan is able to predict 
the correct time and appearance of each animal in Periyar. 
We observe the World Wildlife Day every year on March 3 
for giving awareness to endangered animals and plants and 
ways to conserve forests. Being an Anti-Poaching Watcher, 
Kannan shares his valuable experience.

WWF TRIBUTES TO DR M.P. NAYAR

Kannan has sacrificed his entire life for forest conservation. 
There is no doubt he has an excellent knowledge about each 
species and animal behaviour. He is a true friend of various 
flora, flauna, butterflies, fishes etc. "When I started my 
career, I came across numerous encounters with dreadful 
poachers and smugglers. I was really passionate with 
wildlife and Periyar Tiger Reserve, tiding over adversities 
with ease. Now this area has become a safe place for wildlife 
and biodiversity conservation. Earlier I was appointed as a 
daily-wage Watcher. Today, I'm permanent. Many special 
initiatives have come from the part of public to preserve 
and conserve forest. This is a positive trend."

It is quite interesting to know the whereabouts of Kannan. 
He is basically a Bengali and his grandfather was a 
construction worker of Mullaperiyar Dam and subsequently 
his family settled in Kerala. His father also dedicated his life 
to protect wildlife. He is the recipient   of many State and 
National level Awards. He received the Madhavan Pillai 
Conservation Award 2011 instituted by the Madhavan 
Pillai Foundation. He was awarded the Tiger Link Award 
instituted by the Ranthambore Tiger Foundation. He was 
also selected for the Tiger Conservation Award by the 
Sanctuary Asia Foundation.

Listening to his words, one will find his deep attachment 
to the forest ecosystem! "I can't sleep when I'm at home. 
Actually it is not possible to sleep without hearing the 
sound of animals. They are my all in all. I used to hear 
their voice in forests and became one among them. We are 
inseparable."

Kannan expects maximum initiatives from wildlife 
photographers to preserve forests. He says “there are many 
wildlife photographers who have real intention to protect 
our nature. They worship forests as Gods. They can invite 
public attention through their beautiful snaps and create 
awareness. Media should take initiatives to conserve 
forests”.

Kannan has become a soul-mate to each and every animal 
in Periyar Tiger Reserve. However, he is really fond of 
lephants which is reflected in his words. "Elephants are 
really gentle and lovable. Do you know how remarkable 
elephants are? They are the most social animal among the 
animal kingdom. Sometimes they are capable of grief and 
compassion. One day an Elephant approached me when it 
became sick. We gave them tablets in pineapple pieces and 
provided better health care. Elephant is the only animal 
which expresses gratitude when we help them."

Tiger is the most powerful animal in Periyar Tiger Reserve. 
Periyar TR is the most protected area and no poaching 
activities have been reported recently. "We can't see Tiger 
everywhere. They won't come to us when they feel the 
presence of humans. Each Tiger is differentiated with their 
stripes. Usually we fit a camera in the forest to capture 
their movements. We take back the camera after 14 days 
and examine the details with the help of a computer. Thus 
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we could find the total number of Tigers present here. Also 
we can find new Tigers and missing ones."

Kannan remembers some tragic incidents that he 
experienced in his long journey and the Thekkady Boat 
Disaster was the most heart-wrenching one. "I can't forget 
that incident when the double decker passenger boat sank. 
I was the first person who reached for rescue operations. It 
was heart breaking and I was not able to drink even a drop 
of water for the next five days". Kannan was also a part 
of rescue operation in Uppupara accident. "The bus with 
pilgrims from Karnataka hit a jeep and lost control and 
ran over resting pilgrims in Uppupara, around 30km from 
Sabarimala, in Idukki district. That was a real stampede 
and many lost their lives. Those remain etched in my 
memories", he says.

Periyar Lake. (Photo: Ajosh Parackan)

As a Forest Watcher, he is happy to share some good 
trends among school students. "Recently, Student Police 
Cadets have shown interest to visit Periyar Tiger Reserve. 
Many students attend nature camps in which we provide 
awareness class. Huge amount of plastic wastes dumped 
by public affect wildlife and even cause death. We have 
given awareness classes to curb this issue. Forest gives us 
everything. They should remain there forever, even if all 
other things are destroyed," Kannan sums up.

EXPERTS TALK

hcÄ¨ AIhpw ]pdhpw 
\mw F´v ]Tn¨p?
tUm. h-n. k-p`-mjv N{μt-_mkv

C-\-n C-S-\-m-S-v-, X-o-c-{-]-t-Z-i-w: KÄ-^-v c-m-P-y-§-f-nÂ \-n-¶-pÄ-s-¸-s-S 
C-h-n-s-S-s-b-¯-n-b t-I-m-S-n-¡-W-¡-n-\-v c-q-] h-n-h-n-[ c-m-{-ã-o-b-, k-m-a-q-l-y-, 
k-m-w-k-v-I-m-c-n-I-, k-m¼-¯-n-I-, D-t-Z-y-m-K-Ø-, s-X-m-g-n-e-m-f-n I-m-c-W-§-f-mÂ 
{-I-n-b-m-ß-I-a-m-b-n ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n k-u-l-r-Z DÂ-¸-m-Z-\ t-a-Je-b-n-t-e-¡-v 
t-]-m-b-n-Ã. F-¶-v a-m-{-X-a-Ã I-m-i-p-Å-hÀ h-o-S-pIÄ-, ̂ -v-f-m-ä-p-IÄ F-¶-n-h 

]-W-n-X-p-I-q-«-p-I-b-p-w h-m-l-\ §Ä [-m-c-m-f-a-m-b-n h-m-§-p-I-b-p-w s-N-b-v-X-p. 
s-I-«-n-S§Ä-¡-m-b-n I-m-S-p-w h-b-e-p-I-f-p-w h-y-m-]-I-a-m-b-n \-i-n-¸-n¡-s-¸-«-p. 
h-o-S-p-I-f-p-w s-I-«-n-S-§-f-p-w hÀ-²-n-¨-t-¸-mÄ X-S-nb-p-s-S-b-p-w a-W-e-n-s-â-b-p-w 
k-n-aâ-n-s-â-b-p-w N-p-S-p-I-Ã-nt-â-b-p-w D-]-t-b-m-K-h-p-w I-q-S-n. h-y-m-]-I-a-m-b-n a-c-w 
a-p-d-n-¡s-¸-«-p. h-\-hÂ-¡-c-W-¯-n-s-â `-m-K-a-m-b-n ]-I-c-w h-¨-v X-m-I-s-« 
A-t-¡-j-y-, a-m-©-n-b-w-, b-q-¡-m-e-n-]-v-ä-k-v F-¶-o s-_-Ì-v s-h-Å-w I-p-S-n-b-
·-m-s-c-b-p-w a-®-v s-I-m-Ã-n-I-s-fb-p-w. \-¶-m-b-n s-h-Å-w I-p-S-n-¡-p-I a-m-{-X-a-Ã 
D-u-ä-n-s-b-S-p¡-p-I-b-p-w s-N-¿-p-w. \-Z-n-I-f-nÂ a-WÂ X-oÀ-¶-t-¸-mÄ I-cb-nÂ 
\-n-¶-m-b-n. C-ã-n-I-¡-f-§Ä h-b-e-p-I-s-f C-Ã-m-X-m¡-n.

A-´-c-o-£-X-m-]-\-n-e-b-n-e-p-w a-®-n-s-â s-s-P-h-m-w-i¯-n-e-p-w P-e-m-K-n-
c-W-t-i-j-n-b-n-e-p-w h-e-n-b a-m-ä-a-p-ï-m-¡-p¶ a-s-ä-m-¶-m-W-v a-m-e-n-\-y k-w-
k-v-I-c-W-¯-n-s-e I-p-d-h-v. a-m-e-n-\-y-w s-s-I-I-m-c-y-w s-N-¿-p-¶-X-nÂ \-m-w 
]-p-eÀ-¯-p-¶ a-m-\-y-X-s-b-¸-ä-n \-m-W-t-¡S-v s-I-m-ï-v I-q-S-p-XÂ ]-d-b-p¶-n-Ã. 
¹-m-Ì-n-¡-pÄ-s-¸-s-S-b-p-Å-h I-¯-n-¡-p-¶-X-p-w I-p-g-n¨-n-S-p-¶-X-p-w A-´-c-o-
£-X-m-]-\-n-e-b-p-w I-mÀ-_¬Ut-b-m-I-v-s-s-k-U-n-s-â A-f-h-p-w hÀ-²-n-¸-n-
¡-p-¶-p. hÀ-²-n-¨-v t-X-m-X-nÂ c-m-k-h-f-h-p-w I-o-S-\-m-i-n-\-n-b-p-w D-]-t-b-m-K-n-
¡-p ¶-X-n-e-q-s-S a-®-n-s-â t-]-m-j-I-m-h-Ø-b-p-w L-S-\-b-p-w a-m-d-p-¶-X-p-w 
a-c-p hÂ-¡-c-W-¯-n-s-â e-£-W-a-m-W-v. t-I-c-f-¯-n-s-e a-®-v a-c-p-hÂ-
¡-c-n-¡-s-¸-S-p-¶-X-n-s-â t-X-m-X-v I-q-S-p-I-b-m-W-v. a-®-nÂ t-I-m-S-n-I-W-¡-n-\-v 
_-m-Î-o-c-n-bb-p-w P-o-h-m-W-p-¡-f-p-w P-o-h-n-¨-mÂ a-m-{-X-t-a a-®-n-\-v P-o-h\-p-
ï-m-I-p. P-o-h-\-n-Ã-m-¯ a-®-nÂ s-h-Å-w t-i-J-c-n-¡s-¸-S-p-I-b-p-a-n-Ã. a-®-v-, 
a-c-w (C-e-IÄ-, N-n-Ã-IÄ-)-, s-h-Å-w F-¶-n-h-b-p-s-S ]-c-k-v-]-c-]-q-c-I-a-m-b 
{-]-hÀ-¯-\-§-f-n-e-q s-S-b-m-W-v a-®-v s-h-Å-w I-c-p-X-m³ k-Ö-a-m-I-p-¶-
X-v. ss-Ph-m-w-i-a-n-Ã-m-¯ a-®-nÂ F-{-X a-g s-]-b-v-X-m-e-p-w {-]-t-X-yI-n-¨-v 
I-m-c-y-s-a-m-¶-p-a-n-Ã. A-{-X-X-b-p-w _-m-j-v-]-o-I-c-n-¨-p-w D-uÀ-¶-n-d-§-n-b-p-w H-e-n-
¨-p-t-]-m-b-p-w \-ã-a-m-I-p-I a-m-X a-m-W-v ^-e-w.

s-I-«-n-S-§Ä

k-q-c-y-{-]-I-m-i-w \-Ã t-X-m-X-nÂ e-`-n-¡-p-¶ t-I-c-f ¯-nÂ H-m-e-b-p-w 
H-m-S-p-w s-I-m-ï-v s-I-«-n-S-\-nÀ-a-m-W-w \-S¯-p-¶ c-o-X-n-b-m-W-v D-ï-m-b-n-c-p-¶-X-v. 
I-m-e-w a-m-d-n; \-m-w ]-c-n-j-v-I-r-X-c-m-b-n. h-n-I-k-\-NÀ-¨-I-f-p-w I-q-S-n-b-n-c-p-¸-p-I 
f-p-w I-q-«-m-b-v-a-I-f-p-w I-m-c-W-w \-m-«-n-e-n-d-§-m-\-m-h-m-¯ A-h-Ø-b-m-b-n. 
]-s-£ I-p-S-n-¡-m³ s-h-Å-a-n-Ã. \-¶-m-b-n I-m-ä-v I-S-¡-p-¶-, \-Ã h-m-b-p 
k-©-m-c-a-p-Å-, I-m-e-m-hØ-b-v-¡-\-p-K-p-W-a-m-b-n N-c-n-ª t-aÂ-¡-q-c-I-
f-p-Å s-I-«-n S-§Ä F-¶ t-I-c-f-o-b s-s-i-e-n a-m-ä-n t-I-m¬-{-I-o-ä-v-s-S d-k-v 
s-I-«-n-S-§Ä h-y-m-]-I-a-m-b-n. ]-IÂ-¨-q-S-n-s-\ h-e-n-b t-X-m-X-nÂ B-K-n-
c-W-w s-N-¿-p-¶-X-nÂ s-S-d-k-n-s-â ]-¦-v h-e-p-X-m-W-v. a-p-d-n-I-f-nÂ N-q-S-v 
I-q-S-n-b-t-¸-mÄ ^-m³-, F.k-n. F-¶-n-h-b-p-s-S D-]-t-b-m-K-h-p-w A-X-p-h-g-n 
s-s-h-Z-y-p-X-n D-]-t-`-m-K-h-p-w hÀ-²-n-¨-p.

h-o-S-p-w ̂ -v-f-m-ä-p-w t-j-m-¸-n-w-K-v a-m-f-p-I-f-p-w I-e-y-m-W-a Þ-]-§-f-p-a-m-b-n 
\-m-S-m-s-I h-fÀ-¶-p. h-Ã-m-s-X h-n-Ik-n-¨-p. c-ï-p-w a-q-¶-p-w h-o-S-p-I-f-p-Å-hÀ 
\-n-c-h-[-n. 12 e-£-w h-o-S-v H-g-n-ª-p-I-n-S-¡-p-I-b-m-s-W-¦-n-e-p-w 3 e £-w 
t-]À-¡-v k-z-´-a-m-b-n h-o-S-n-Ã. DÂ-¸-m-Z-\-c-w-K-¯-v a-p-XÂ a-p-S-¡-p-¶-X-v 
F-§-s-\-b-m-s-W-¶-v C-t-¸-m-g-p-w \-a-p¡-d-n-b-n-Ã. BÀ-¡-p-w s-s-[-c-y-h-p-a-n-Ã. 
A-X-n-\-v ]-I-c-w ]-W-n-X-p-\-n-d-b-v-¡-p-¶ C-¯-c-w s-I-«-n-S-§-f-p-w \-nÀ-a-n-X-n 
I-f-p-w C-Ã-m-X-m-¡-p-¶-X-v {-]-I-r-X-n-h-n-`-h-§-s-f-b-m-W-v. A-h \-b-n-¡-p-¶-X-v 
a-c-p-hÂ-¡-c-W-¯-n-s-â t-h-K hÀ-²-\-b-nt-e-¡-p-w.

h-cÄ-¨ ]-e X-c-w

a-g H-c-p {-]-t-Z-i-¯-v X-p-SÀ-¨-b-m-b-n a-q-¶-v a-m-k-¡-m-e-w a-m-d-p-I-b-p-w 50 
i-X-a-m-\-¯-n-e-[-n-I-w I-p-d-b-p-I-b-p-w s-N-b-v-X-mÂ I-m-e-m-h-Ø-m-h-cÄ-¨-b-m-
s-b-¶-v ]-d-b-m-w. P-e £-m-a-w X-p-S-§-p-I-b-p-w s-N-¿-p-w. t-I-c-f-s-¯ h-cÄ-¨ 
_-m-[-n-X k-w-Ø-m-\-a-m-b-n 2016 H-t-Î-m-_À a-p-XÂ {-]-J-y-m]-n-¨-n-«-p-ï-v. 
h-cÄ-¨ \-o-ï-mÂ I-mÀ-j-n-I h-cÄ-¨-, ]-n-¶ P-e-h-y-h-Ø-m h-cÄ-¨-, 
X-p-SÀ-¶-v B-h-m-k-h-y-h-Ø-m h-cÄ-¨ F-¶-n-§-s-\ a-p-t-¶-d-p-w. B-Z-y-w 
I-p-S-n-s-h-Å-s-¯-, ]-n-s-¶ I-r-j-n-s-b-, ]-n-s-¶ k-k-y-P-´-p-P-m-e-§-s-f-, 
A-h k-m-\-w B-h-m-k-h-y-h-Ø-s-b H-¶-m-s-I F-¶ c-o-X-n-b-ne-m-W-v A-X-v 
_-m-[-n-¡-p-I. B-h-m-k-h-y-h-Ø-I-f-nÂ X-p-SÀ-¨-b-m-b-n h-cÄ-¨ h-¶-mÂ 
]-n-s-¶ a-c-p-hÂ-¡-c-W¯-nt-e-¡-v t-]-m-I-p-w. X-p-SÀ-¶-v a-p-t-¶-m-«-v a-m-{-X-t-a 
b-m-Xb-p-Å-p. kÀ-h-\-m-i-¯-n-t-e X-o-c-p-I-b-p-Å-p.

h-cÄ-¨ \-s-Ã-m-c-p A-h-k-c-w I-q-S-n-b-m-W-v. {-]-X-n-Z-n-\-w 75 e-£-w e-n-äÀ 
I-p-¸-n-s-h-Å-a-m-W-v t-I-c-f-¯-nÂ h-nÂ-¡-p¶-X-v. h-cÄ-¨ h-¶-mÂ S-m-¦Â 

(Ignªe¡w XpSÀ¨)
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t-e-m-d-n s-h-Å-w-, I-p-gÂ I-n-WÀ-, X-®-oÀ-]-´Â-, h-m-«À I-n-t-b-m-k-v-I-v 
F-s-´-Ã-m-w ]-c-n-]-m-S-n-IÄ-! h-e-n-b h-cÄ-¨-b-p-s-S \-m-«-nÂ C-X-n-s-\-Ã-m-w 
s-h-Å-a-p-t-ï-m-s-b-¶-v B-c-p-w t-N-m-Z-n-¡-p-¶-n-Ã-! s-h-Å a-p-s-ï-¦-nÂ C-¯-c-w 
]-c-n-]-m-S-n-IÄ F-´-n-\-v? \-¶-mb-n P-e-]-c-n-]-m-e-\-w \-S-¯-n-b-mÂ t-]-m-t-c? 
F-´-m b-m-e-p-w s-h-Å-w t-I-c-f-¯-n-\-v B-h-i-y-¯-nÂ I-q-S-p X-e-p-ï-v. a-e-n-
\-c-l-n-X-a-m-b ]-c-n-]-m-e-\-a-m-W-v C-Ã-m ̄ -X-v. a-g-¡-m-e-¯-v Z-p-c-n-X-m-i-z-m-k 
I-y-m-¼-p-IÄ-, t-h-\-e-nÂ S-m-¦À s-h-Å-w F-¶-X-m-W-v \-½-p-s-S Ø-n-c-w 
I-e-m-]-c-n ]-m-S-n. F-¶-p-w Z-p-c-n-X-h-p-w F-¶-p-w B-i-z-m-k-h-p-w.

(XpScpw)

CHILDREN’S CORNER

Every year 5th June is observed as World Environment Day. 
Find all the environment day related words from the list 
below. The words can be up, down, forward, backward and 
diagonal.

V D E F O R E M B C C Z X Y A

E L B M A E N O Z O L Y V G K

D K L I F V I O F E I K L M L

I M E C O L O G Y L M W E Z F

X Y A V R D T P T C A R Q C E

O N C F E R I Y D Y T U M V E

N M E D S U H V L C E Y E G T

O A L A T M K A E E J T R B L

M G L O B A L W A R M I N G E

N D E F O R E S T A I O N O B

O H I J A L P O L U T I O N N

B O K M E N E R G Y P M T N E

R N O I T A V R E S N O C Y E

A E N V I R O N M E N T M R

C A D F G R E T A W H J K L G

Find Out: ENVIRONMENT, FOREST, OZONE, BIODIVERSITY, POLLUTION, 
GLOBAL WARMING, CARBON MONOXIDE, CLIMATE, RECYCLE, 
CONSERVATION, ENERGY, WATER, GREEN BELT, DEFORESTATION

SPECIES OF THE ISSUE

Painted Frog (N‑n‑{‑X X‑h‑f) 
(Uperodon tropobanica)

I-p-d-n-h-m-b-·-mÀ F-¶-d-n-b-s-¸-S-p-¶ s-s-a-t-{-I-m-s-s-l-e-n-s-S (Microhylidae-) 
I-p-S-p-w-_-¯-n-s-e Uperodon P-\-p-Ê-nÂ D-Å k-v-]-o-j-o-k-v B-W-v Uperodon 
tropobanica F-¶-p i-m-k-v-{-X-\-m-a-a-p-Å N-n-{-X X-h-f. a-p³-]-v I-e-u-e 
(Kaloula-) F-¶ P-\-p-Ê-n-e-m-W-v C-h-s-b DÄ-s-¸-S-p-¯-n-b-n-c-p-¶-X-v. h-c-ï 
{-]-t-Z-i-§-f-n-e-m-W-v C-h-s-b I-ï-p-h-c-p-¶-X-v. t-I-c-f-¯-nÂ F-Ã-m P-n-Ã-
I-f-nÂ \-n-¶-p-w C-h-s-b d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v s-N-b-v-X-n-«-p-ï-v. {-i-o-e-¦³ s-]-b-nâ-
U-v t-{-^-m-K-v-, s-]-b-n³-d-v-U-v t-{-^-m-K-v F-¶-o t-]-c-p-I-f-nÂ A-d-n-b-s-¸-S-p-¶ 
N-n-{-X-¯-h-f 40 a-p-XÂ 80 a-n-Ã-n a-o-äÀ h-s-c h-e-p-¸-w s-h-¡-p-w. X-S-n-¨ 
i-c-o-c-a-p-Å C-h-b-p-s-S C-f-w-I-S-p-w X-h-n-«-p I-eÀ-¶ i-c-o-c-¯-n-s-â a-p-IÄ 
`-m-K-¯-v N-p-ä-p-w I-S-p-w X-h-n-«-p \-n-d-a-p-Å H-m-d-©-v A-S-b-m-f-§Ä-, I-®-p-
IÄ X-½-nÂ _-Ô-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶ H-m-d-©-v A-S-b-m-f-§-f-p-w D-ï-v. Narrow 

Mouthed Frogs F-¶-d-n-b-s-¸-S-p-¶ Microhylidae I-p-S-p-w-_-¯-nÂ s-]-
S-p-¶ C-hÀ-¡-v I-qÀ-¯ a-p-J-h-p-w-, a-p-I-f-n-t-e-¡-v t-\-m-¡-p-¶ X-c-¯-n-e-p-Å 
I-®-p-I-f-p-w-, I-p-d-n-b h-m-b-p-w F-Ã-m-a-m-W-v {-]-t-X-y-I-X-IÄ. h-n-c-e-p-I-f-p-s-S 
A-ä-w AÂ-¸-w h-o-X-n-b-p-Å-X-m-W-v. s-]-m-X-p-s-h-b-p-Å X-h-f-I-s-f A-t-]-
£-n-¨-v C-h-b-nÂ B¬X-h-f-IÄ-¡-p-w s-]¬-X-h-f-IÄ-¡-p-w G-I-t-Z-i-w 
H-t-c h-en-¸-w B-W-v. a-g-¡-m-e-§-f-nÂ I-p-f-§-f-n-e-p-w-, s-N-f-n-¡-p-ï-p-I-f-n-
e-p-w-, ]-m-S-§-f-n-e-p-s-a-m-s-¡ {-]-P-\-\-w \-S-¯-p-¶-p. t-h-\Â k-a-b-§-f-nÂ 
a-®-n-\-S-n-b-n-e-p-w P-o-h-n-¡-p-¶-X-m-b-n I-s-ï-¯-n-b-n-«-p-ï-v. s-I-«-n-¡-n-S-¡-p-¶ 
s-h-Å-¯-nemWv {-]-P-\-\-w \-S-¯-p-¶-X-v. {-]-P-\-\ k-a-b-¯-v B¬-X-h-
f-IÄ s-h-Å-¯-nÂ I-n-S-¶-v D-¨-¯-nÂ I-c-b-p-I-b-p-w C-W t-NÀ-¶-t-i-j-w 
B¬X-h-f-s-b a-p-I-f-nÂ C-c-p-¯-n-s-¡-m-ï-p X-s-¶ s-h-Å-¯-nÂ s-]-m-
´-n-¡-n-S-¶-p s-I-m-ï-v s-]¬-Xh-f-IÄ a-p-«-b-n-S-p-¶-p. C-´-y-, _-w-¥-m-t-Z-i-v-, 
{-i-o-e-¦ F-¶-n-h-n-S-§-f-n-s-e-Ã-m-w I-m-W-p-¶ C-h s-F.b-p.k-n.F³þs-â 
(IUCN-) N-p-h-¸-v ]-«-n-I-b-nÂ Least Concern h-n-`-m-K-¯-n-e-m-W-v.

k-n-b-m-Z-v F. I-c-n-w

ACTIVITIES OF WWF-INDIA  
KERALA STATE OFFICE

Orientation Session for participants of Summer School 
organized by Dept. of Museums & Zoos

Mr. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, Ms. Sharon 
and Ms. Surayya, Interns led a detailed orientation for 
the participants of Summer School organized by Dept. of 
Museums & Zoos on 8th May 2017 within the Museum & 
Zoo premises. They were oriented with a technical session 
led by the Senior Education Officer and engaged with 
nature games by the team. It was very interactive, energetic 
and well appreciated.
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Setting up of Honeybee Museum at Thenmala under 
Shendurney WLS

The work is in progress. The artwork which is the 
major component of the project has been given as a sub- 
consultancy to Godfrey’s Graphics and Mr. Jinesh will 
be leading the work. The fabrication of the honeybee 
installation and the other artefacts are currently underway. 
Ms. Sharon Koshy, Intern has been entrusted with the work 
to collect and compile text and images for the 29 exhibition 
panels to be erected within the Museum.

World Migratory Bird Day 2017 

WWF-India, Kerala State Office observed the World 
Migratory Bird Day 2017 in association with MNHS and 
PUMA CNC of Malappuram with the support of Kerala  
State Biodiversity Board on 10th and 11th May 2017  at 
Govt. HSS Pookkottur and Kadalundi Community Reserve. 
The awareness sessions were held on 10th at the school 
seminar hall and the bird watching session was held on 11th 
at the Kadalundi - Vallikkunnu Community Reserve. The 
event was inaugurated by Smt. Saleena Teacher, President 
of Malappuram Block Panchayat. The session on ‘Bird 
Migration’ was led by Mr. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education 

Officer, WWF-India and the session on ‘Bird Identification 
and Documentation’ was led by Dr. Jafar Palot, Scientist, 
Zoological Survey of India and Secretary of MNHS. The 
afternoon sessions were activity sessions involving all the 
participants in groups followed by the group presentations. 
On the second day, Sri. Vijesh Vallikkunnu of MNHS and 
Senior Education Officer led the students for bird watching 
in the Kadalundi - Vallikkunnu Community Reserve. As 
it was a rainy day, the sightings were less including two 
Marsh Sandpipers which are migratory. The students also 
enjoyed the boating through the mangrove forests.

Orientation Camp for Birding Volunteers  
at Thattekad Bird Sanctuary

A team of 25 Volunteer Birders have been moving around 
across Thiruvananthapuram and Pathanamthitta districts 
for data collection in connection with the preparation of 
Trivandrum and Pathanamthitta Bird Atlas from July 2016 
to March 2017. As a token of appreciation, WWF- India 
organized an Orientation Camp for our regular Birding 
Volunteers at Thattekad Bird Sanctuary on 22nd and 
23rd May 2017. Twenty Volunteers, 1 resource person 

and Senior Education Officer attended the camp. It was a 
real exposure for them to wild birding from the ongoing 
Bird Atlas preparation and Waterbird documentation. And 
it became a get together of the Birders from all the three 
districts where we are coordinating these survey activities. 
Though it was rainy days, the team listed out 77 species of 
birds. This was not only a capacity building programme 
for our Volunteers, but preparing a checklist of birds of this 
season for the benefit of the Bird Sanctuary.

Workshop on Environmental Law and Litigation by 
CEL at Coimbatore

State Director and Senior Education Officer attended 
the two day workshop for WWF-India officials held at 
Coimbatore from 19th to 21st May 2017 organised by 
CEL division of WWF-India. It was really a capacity 
building programme to incorporate environmental laws 
in conservation related issues. The interaction with Adv. 
Ritwik Dutta, Adv. Neeraj Vagholikar, Adv. Santhanaraman 
and Mr. Mohanraj were really beneficial.

Kerala Birders Meet

Mr. A.K. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer, Mr. 
Jaichand Johnson and Mr.C.Harikumar, Volunteers cum 
Expert Birders attended the two day discussion workshop 
on the ongoing district level Bird Atlas preparation and 
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supplemented  and  shared  their   previous   experience 
of similar exercise undertaken in the non-forest areas. 
They also thoroughly discussed with the other District 
Co-ordinators on completing the forest regions of 
Thiruvananthapuram and Pathanamthitta districts.

Observation of World Environment Day (WED) 2017

WWF-India, Kerala State Office 
observed World Environment 
Day (WED) 2017 at NSS Training 
College, Ottapalam with the 
support of Kerala State Remote 
Sensing and Environment 
Centre (KSREC), Govt. of 
Kerala on 5th June 2017. The 
programme was inaugurated by 
Sri.P.B. Nooh IAS, Sub Collector 
of Ottappalam in a function 
that was presided over by Dr. 
Leskshmi K. Nair, Principal of 
the college. He also released 

a series of six posters on the 2017 World Environment 
Day theme published in connection with the programme. 
Dr.K.P.Reghunatha Menon, Director of KSREC delivered 
the keynote address. He later released the Handbook on 
Wetlands “Minnumeenum Meenukkuttiyum” on the 
occasion. In line with the State Government’s call to 
become part of planting 1 crore saplings across the State 
on World Environment Day, the  guests,  teachers and 
students planted 100 plus saplings in and around the 

college and hostel premises. The technical sessions on 
‘Connecting Wetlands - Nature - People’ was led by Sri. 
Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, ‘Geoinformation 
Technology for Protecting Wetlands’ by Sri. Suresh Francis, 
Scientist, KSREC. Post lunch, activity session was arranged 
on remote sensing interpretation and introduction of the 
KSREC Mobile App on Asset Mapping.

Climate Change Literacy Programme 

As part of the ongoing Volunteer Engagement Programme 
(VEP), Kerala State Office organized a two day event on 
Climate Literacy for students and the general public. The 
event was held on 13th June at Naipunnya School of 
Management, Cherthala and was inaugurated by Sri. Isaac 
Madavana, Chairperson of Cherthala Municipality. The 
first technical session on Climate Change and Society was 

led by Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director and 
the session on Ecological Footprint by Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, 
Senior Education Officer. In the afternoon session, the 
students were divided into 5 teams and were asked to 
prepare placards on the theme, Climate Literacy based 
on the previous sessions. All the 75 participants made 
two placards each and a collection of 150 placards were 
ready by evening. On the next day morning, the five teams 
erected the placards at different prominent locations in the 
town where people gather, like major bus stops, temple, 
market etc.

WWF Exhibition at Kerala Legislative Assembly

Kerala Legislative Assembly was organizing the Diamond 
Jubilee Lecture Series and as part of this Shri. Jairam 
Ramesh was giving the talk on the topic “Role of LSGIs 
in the Protection of Environment and Sustainable 
Development’ on 14th June. WWF along with other selected 
environmental NGOs were invited to put up our exhibition 
stall at the venue. Mr. Harish Kumar, Administrative 
Assistant, Mr. Ilyas Mohammed, Volunteer and Ms. Swetha 
Pillai, Intern took the lead in putting up the exhibition.
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Invited Talk at SSMHSS, Chavakkad

Senior Education Officer delivered an invited talk as an 
introductory session for the students of SSMHSS on 
Nature Conservation and Environment Protection on 22nd 
June. It was also for facilitating a discussion on developing 
a Volunteer Hub at Chavakkad under the leadership of Mr. 
James N.J. of the School. 

Teachers Training Workshop at  
Silent Valley National Park

Another event under VEP was organized at Silent Valley 
NP on 20th and 21st June which was a joint venture 
with the Park in which 29 School Teachers mainly from 
Palakkad, Thrissur and Malappuram participated. It was a 
two-days residential workshop in which all the Teachers 
cum WWF Volunteers developed a resource material on the 
WED theme - Connecting Nature to People. The objective 
of the programme was introduced to the participants by 
State Director and Senior Education Officer. Sri. Abdul 
Basheer, Divisional Manager KFDC (Rtd.) led the initial 
interactive session. In the afternoon, Senior Education 
Officer led the session on Ecosystem Interpretation. Then 
all the participants were taken for a field trip to Bhavani 
River and they had hands on field experience of ecosystem 
interpretation. During the evening session, Smt. Silpa V. 

Kumar IFS, Wildlife Warden addressed the participants. 
Following this,  State  Director  led  an  activity  session 
on caption making as a basis for the resource material 
preparation. It was quiet interactive and participatory. On 
the second day morning, the team was taken for a semi 
meditation programme, Feel the Nature. After breakfast, 
the entire team proceeded to Sairandhri, from where River 
Kunthi can be viewed. In the afternoon session, every 
participant made their own contribution in the form of a 
resource material and the same was compiled.

Initiation of Biopark 

Under VEP, massive efforts have been initiated to convert the 
20 cents of land owned by WWF-India at Vellayambalam, 
Thiruvananthapuram kept for the proposed Nature 
Education and Resources Centre into a Biopark beginning 
with the removal of invasive species like Mikania and 
Subabul Trees and other weeds. Fifty student volunteers 
of the NCC Unit of St. Joseph’s School became part of the 
event held on 24th June. It was a tedious job to remove 
all these invasive plants and to make the land ready for 
planting native trees – mainly fruiting and flowering ones 
in addition to few tree species.
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