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FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK

In these two months, we organised several events in different 
venues. The ECHO (Building Environment Conservation 
Heroes) State Summit was organised at St Gregorios College, 
Kottarakara with the participating college teams presenting 
their projects and the panel of judges evaluating the project on 
different aspects like innovation, implementation, relevance 
in the society, outcome, way of presentation etc. and finally 
selecting the winner at the State level. The team from SN 
Ayurveda College, Puthur emerged the winners. The winning 
team along with their Teacher accompanied by Senior 
Education Officer of WWF-India and two active Volunteers 
travelled to New Delhi for the National Finals conducted at 
the WWF-India Secretariat. Now, we are moving full-fledged 
to roll out Ek Prithvi in Kerala. Unlike the other environment 
education programmes of WWF-India which are mainly city 
centric and targeting students of private schools, Ek Prithvi 
will target 5000 schools covering approximately 10 schools 
in the rural areas. As an outcome of the initial brainstorming 
done internally, we have selected Neyyattinkara Educational 
District for the implementation this year and we will partner 
with Academy for Mountaineering and Adventure Sports 
(AMAS) based in Neyyattinkara for the effective and efficient 
implementation of the programme. Translation and language 
proofing of the resource materials from English to Malayalam 
is progressing. Our work on the “Post Flood Impact Assessment 
on Biodiversity – selected faunal groups, mainly birds, 
butterflies, dragonflies and frogs is progressing as planned. All 
the survey sites are being covered for pre-monsoon, monsoon 
and post-monsoon seasons and we expect to complete the work 
and submit the final project report by August end. The WWF-
India State Offices Meeting, this year held in Jim Corbett Tiger 
Reserve in Uttarakhand, was attended by the State Director 
and Senior Education Officer. The three days event witnessed 
some good presentations, creative discussions, heated debates 
and other ice-breaking events, team games and field visits. 
We also attended the Workshop on Enhancing Coastal and 
Marine Biodiversity Conservation organised by the Kerala 
Forests and Wildlife Department at the Forest Headquarters 

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

UN Chief urges action to avert climate change 
‘catastrophe’ 

Chief Antonio Guterres said climate-related devastation 
was striking the planet on a weekly basis and warned that 

urgent action must be taken to avoid a catastrophe. “We are 
here because the world is facing a grave climate emergency,” 
Guterres told a two-day Abu Dhabi Climate Meeting to 
prepare for a Climate Action Summit in New York in 
September. “Climate disruption is happening now. It is 
progressing even faster than the world’s top scientists have 
predicted, he said. “It is outpacing our efforts to address it. 
Climate change is running faster than we are. Every week 
brings new climate-related devastation... floods, drought, 
heatwaves, wildfires and super storms. He also warned the 
situation would only deteriorate unless “we act now with 

and contributed to the discussions and deliberations. As 
in previous years, Observance of World Environment Day 
was organised with multiple events at different venues. The 
State Director delivered invited talks at St Joseph’s College, 
Alappuzha, Kerala University College of Teacher Education 
near Medical College, Thiruvananthapuram and also at Kerala 
State Council for Science, Technology and the Environment 
at Sastra Bhavan, Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram. On June 
8th we observed the World Ocean Day jointly with Friends of 
Marine Life at Kovalam Leela Beach with Trivandrum Coast 
Underwater Video Show, Street Play, Poster Exhibition, 
Painting, Boat Painting etc. Students from schools, colleges, 
general public and the local fishermen community participated 
in the event. The Chief Guest of the event was Ms. Padma 
Mahanti, IFS. The State Wetland Authority Kerala has awarded 
a Wetland Conservation Awareness Campaign to WWF-India 
to be completed by October end. As part of the campaign, we 
plan to bring out some good quality resource materials on 
the theme of wetland conservation in the form of Students 
Activity Book, Stickers, Posters, Exhibition Panels etc. The text 
and images required for these materials are being collected 
and compiled from different sources. As the awareness 
component of this campaign, we will be conducting training 
and capacity building programmes on wetland conservation 
on three selected Teachers Training Colleges and in turn we 
will request all the Teacher Trainees to select one school and 
conduct an awareness class for the benefit of the students 
there with the resource materials provided. We will also carry 
out survey of the waterfowl population of the prominent 
wetlands in these regions as part of the action component 
of the campaign. We also attended the “Workshop on Better 
Understanding of Coastal Erosion and Protection” organised 
by National Fishermen Federation and others at Press Club 
in Thiruvananthapuram and contributed in the discussions 
and deliberations. We hope that all these efforts that we take 
towards protecting our ecosystems and conserving our natural 
resources will reach make a change in the perception and 
attitude of the people in our society for a living planet.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director

GLOBAL
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in 2016,” the study’s authors wrote. “We find similar mass 
loss rates across subregions and a doubling of the average 
rate of loss during 2000–2016 relative to the 1975–2000 
intervals,” they added. The study goes on to assert that 
rising temperatures are responsible for the accelerating loss 
(Source: The Hindu, 20 June 2019).

ambition and urgency”, but some of the world’s decision-
makers still did not realise the dangers. A landmark report 
last year by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) said a safer cap of a 1.5 degree rise would see nations 
rapidly slash planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions via 
a sharp drawdown of fossil fuel use. IPCC warned in October 
that warming was on track towards a catastrophic 3C or 4C 
rise, and that avoiding global chaos would require a major 
transformation (Source: The Economic Times, 30 June 
2019)

Malaysia’s last male Sumatran Rhino dies in 
captivity

Malaysia’s last male Sumatran rhinoceros has died, an 
official said on May 27, dashing efforts to save the critically 
endangered species in the country. The Sumatran rhino, the 
smallest species of rhinoceros, was declared extinct in the 
wild in Malaysia in 2015. Iman, a female captured in 2014, is 
now the only surviving member of the subspecies left in the 
country (Source: Reuters, 27 May 2019)

STATE

Great Indian Bustard eggs being collected to kick-
start captive breeding

Once found across India’s grasslands and dry landscapes, 
the critically endangered bird is now down to just 160-odd 
individuals, most of them surviving in the Thar Desert in 
Rajasthan state. In a last ditch effort, wildlife researchers 
along with the forest department have started a hunt for 
the birds’ eggs in Rajasthan to begin the process of captive 
breeding. On June 20, they managed to collect two bustard 
eggs from the wild. The Wildlife Institute of India, Rajasthan 
Forest Department and India’s environment ministry have 
entered into an agreement to build two captive breeding 
facilities for the Great Indian Bustards (Ardeotis nigriceps). 
The main, bigger facility is being constructed in the village 
of Sorsan in southeast Rajasthan, while a second, smaller 
facility is being built in Jaisalmer, in the west, close to where 
many of the wild birds breed (Source: Mongabay, 25 June 
2019).

Himalayan glaciers are melting twice as fast since 
2000: study

Comparing data obtained by Cold War-era spy satellites 
with images from modern stereo satellites, scientists have 
shown that Himalayan glaciers have lost more than a 
quarter of their ice mass since 1975, with melting occurring 
twice as fast after the turn of the century as average 
temperatures rose. In an article published in the Science 
Advances journal, J.M. Maurer and co-authors analysed 
four decades of ice loss for 650 of the largest glaciers across 
a 2,000 km transect across the Himalayas. “Our observed 
annual mass losses suggest that of the total ice mass present 
in 1975, about 87% remained in 2000 and 72% remained 

Bat survey in Kerala discovers seven new species

A bat survey conducted in the Munnar Wildlife Division 
has found seven new species for the first time. The survey, 
conducted in two phases in the protected area in April, 
could spot 20 species belonging to six families including 11 
species in general categories. These include 17 insectivorous 
bats and three fruit bats. Hipposideros galeritus (Cantor’s 
Leaf-nosed bat), Hipposideros pomona (Anderson’s Leaf-
nosed bat), Myotis peytoni (Peyton’s Whiskered Myotis) 
and Harpiocephalus harpia (Lesser Hairy-winged bat) were 
some of the rare bats identified during the survey. The survey 
highlighted the need for long-term monitoring of bats to 
understand the impact of climate and vegetation changes on 
bats and other wildlife in Munnar landscape (Source: The 
Hindu, 9 May 2019).

This Environment Day, let’s ‘Beat Air Pollution’

The Thiruvananthapuram Corporation has initiated a no-
burn campaign to celebrate World Environment Day. The 
aim is to create awareness about various waste management 
strategies. On this day, in tune with the theme of 2019 which 
is ‘Beat Air Pollution’, the corporation has chartered a host 
of activities and programmes which will run from June 5 to 
11. It will launch a no burn campaign where the stress will 
be on doing away with the habit of burning waste. The week 
long program will see the civic body tying up with various 
other organisations such as Suchitwa Mission, Green 
Army, Haritha Kerala Mission, Kudumbasree, along with 
environmentalists to put forth a green message. To bring 
together various composting methodologies available in the 
market, composting meals will be organised featuring bio-
composter kiosks (Source: The New Indian Express, 31 May 
2019).

Scientists decode genome of ‘miracle plant’

Scientists from the University of Kerala have decoded the 
genetic make-up of Arogyapacha (Trichopus zeylanicus), a 
highly potent medicinal plant endemic to the Agasthya hills. 
This ‘miracle plant’ is known for its traditional use by the 
Kani tribal community to combat fatigue. Studies have also 
proved its varied spectrum of pharmacological properties 
such as anti-oxidant, aphrodisiac, anti-microbial, anti-
inflammatory, immunomodulatory, anti-tumour, anti-ulcer, 
anti-hyperlipidemic, hepatoprotective and anti-diabetic.  
The project was undertaken in the State Inter University 
Centre of Excellence in Bioinformatics at the Department 
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of Computational Biology and Bioinformatics, University of 
Kerala. The project is bound to open up a new window to the 
plant’s molecular secrets,” says Achuthsankar S. Nair, Head 
of the Department (Source: The Hindu, 23 June 2019).

EXPERT TALK

Imewamdp¶ ImemhØ
tUm. hn. kp`mjvN{µt_mkv

a¬-k-q-W-n-s-â I-h-m-S-h-p-w a-g-b-p-s-S \-m-«-a-m-b (I. c-f-¯-nÂ I-m-e-
hÀ-j-w DÄ-s-¸-s-S-b-p-Å a-g-¡-m-e ̄ -n-s-â X-m-f-w-s-X-ä-p-¶-p. hÀ-j-¯-n-c-n 
b-p¬ a-p-XÂ k-¸-w-_À h-s-c-b-p-Å I-m-e-hÀ-j-a-m-W-v h-mÀ-j-n I a-g-b-p-
s-S 70 i-X-a-m-\-h-p-w k-w-Ø-m-\-¯-v s-]-b-v ¯-p-a-g-b-m-b-n F-¯-m-ï-X-v. 
C-u hÀ-j-w C-X-p-h-s-c 4 i-X-a-m-\-w a-g I-p-d-h-m-W-v A-\-p-`-h-s-¸-«-X-v.

hÀ-j-¯-nÂ 120 Z-n-h-k-w h-s-c a-g e-`-n-¨-n-c-p ¶ 24I-c-f-¯-nÂ a-g-
Z-n-\-§-f-p-s-S F-®-¯-nÂ I-p-d h-p-ï-m-I-p-¶-X-m-b-m-W-v I-m-W-p-¶-X-v. A-
X-n-h-r-ã-n-b-p-w a-g-b-n-Ã-m-b-v-a-b-p-w t-I-c-f-¯-n-s-â ̀ -m-K-a-m-b-n a-m-d-n-¡ g-n-ª-p. 
k-m-[-m-c-W-b-m-b-n h-\Â a-g-b-nÂ I-p-d-h-p ï-m-I-p-t-¼-m-g-m-W-v {-]-X-n-k-
Ô-n-IÄ c-q-]-s-¸-«-¶ X-v. 1400 hÀ-j-s-¯ G-ä-h-p-w h-e-n-b h-cÄ-¨-b-m-W-v 
201 (-) Â \-m-w t-\-c-n-«-X-v. 2018 e-m-I-s-« \-q-ä-m-ï-n s-e G-ä-h-p-w h-e-n-b 
{-]-f-b-h-p-w. t-h-\Â-a-g-b-n-s-e I h-h-p-w X-p-e-m-hÀ-j-¯-n-s-e hÀ-[-\-b-p-a-m-
W-v a-p³-]-v A-\-p-`-h-s-¸-«-X-v. I-g-n-ª hÀ-j-a-m-I-s-« P-b-n Ã-m B-K-Ì-n-
e-p-w h-e-n-b a-g e-`-n-¨-p. 2019 P-q-e-m-b-v B-I-p-t-¼-mÄ a-g a-m-d-p-I-b-m-W-v.

P-q-e-m-b-v a-m-k-s-¯ a-g B-K-Ì-n-e-p-ï-m-I-p-w. \-m-W-v {-]-h-N-\-w-, h-mÀ-
j-n-I I-W-s-¡-S-p-¸-nÂ F Ã-m-w i-c-n-b-m-I-m-w. ]-t-£ t-I-c-f-w t-]-m-e-p-
Å `-q-{-] t-Z-i-¯-v \-n-d-ª I-m-e-b-f-h-nÂ I-q-S-p-XÂ a-g e-`-n ¨-mÂ 
a-g-¡-m-e-¯-v s-h-Å-s-¸-m-¡-h-p-w {-]-f-b-h-p-w-, a -! a-m-d-n-b-mÂ h-m-b-d P-e-
£-m-a-m-h-p-s-a-¶-X-m-c-m k-Y-n-X-n. 2018 U-n-k-w-_À-, 2010 21\-p-h-c-n a-m-k 
§-f-nÂ A-\-p-`-h-s-¸-« A-X-n-s-s-i-X-y-h-p-w i-p-`-e-£ W-a-Ã-, X-n-e-p-w I-m-
h-n-\-i-y-h-m h-cÄ-¨-b-p a-m-d-n-a-m-d-n h-c-p-¶-X-v Z-oÀ-L-I-m-e-b-f-h-nÂ a-c-p-h 
X-v-I-c-W-¯-n-t-e-¡-v a-m-d-p-w. -- ( t-I-c-f-¯-n-s-â L-S-\-b-nÂ K-u-c-h-a-m-b-n 
a-m ä-§-f-m-W-p-ï-m-I-p-¶-X-v. I-m-S-n-s-â h-n-k-v-X-r-X-n a-e-\-m «-nÂ A-\-p-Z-n-
\-w I-p-d-ª-p-h-c-n-I-b-m-W-v. C-S-\-m-S³ I-p-¶-p-IÄ. P-e-mÀ-{-Z-{-]-t-Z-i-§Ä 
F-¶-n-h-b-p-w I-f s-a-m-g-n-b-p-I-b-m-W-v. A-´-c-o-£-¯-n-s-â k-q-£-n-X-m ]-\-n-e 
hÀ-²-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶ \-n-e-b-nÂ k-n-aâ-n-«-a-m-b-n \-nÀ-a-m-W-t-a-J-e-b-p-w a-p-¶-n-e-p-
ï-v. {-]-I-r-X-n-Z-¯ S-I-§-s-f-Ã-m-w C-Ã-m-X-m-h-p-I-b-m-W-v. I-®-n-s-â P-e-m 
K-n-c-W t-i-j-n-b-n-e-p-w a-d-h-p-ï-m-I-p-¶-X-v s-h-ä-z-n f-n-I-f-p-s-S k-¦-oÀ-W-X 
hÀ-²-n-¸-n-¡-p-w. I-W-n-s-¡-m ¶ ]-q-¡-p-¶-X-n-\-v {-]-t-X-y-I I-m-e-a-n-Ã-m-X-m-b-
X-p-w a-m-h-v-, ¹-m-h-v-, a-ä-v k-k-y-§Ä F-¶-n-h-b-p-s-S ]-q-¡-m-e-w a-m-d-n-b-w \-m-w 
A-d-n-ª-X-m-W-v. t-I-c-f-¯-n-s-â I ®-n-\-p-w h-m-k-v-X-p-h-n-\-p-w F-s-´-m-s-¡ 
a-m-ä-a-m-W-v k-w h-n-¨-s-X-¶-n-Ã-b-n-c-p-¯-s-¸-S-W-w. -- a-m-d-p-¶-X-p-w F-¶-X-p-w 
I-p-d-b-p-¶-X-p-a-m-b 19 _-m ([-n-¡-p-¶-X-v \-n-¶-p-s-S h-n-h-n-[ h-n-I-k-\ I-e-
I-s-f X-s-¶-b-m-W-v. 2030 I-t-f-m-S-p-I-q-S-n ̀ -m-c-X-¯-nÂ I S-p-¯ k-½À-±-w 
(witter" tsress-) D-ï-m-¡-p-s-a-¶ a-p ¶-d-n-b-n-¸-p-ï-m-b-n-«-v H-c-p Z-i-I-a-m-b-n-,

P‑q¬ H‑¶‑p‑a‑p‑XÂ P‑q‑e‑m‑b‑v ]‑X‑n‑s‑\‑m‑¶‑p‑h‑s‑c t‑I‑c‑f‑¯‑n‑s‑e  
h‑n‑h‑n‑[ P‑n‑Ã‑I‑f‑n‑s‑e a‑g‑¡‑p‑d‑h‑v a‑n. a‑o‑äÀ

P‑n‑Ã e‑`‑n‑t‑¡‑ï‑Xv e‑`‑n‑¨‑Xv
I‑p‑d‑h‑v‑ 

(i‑X‑a‑m‑\‑w‑)

X-n-c-p-h-\-´-]-p-c-w 402.6 305.7 24

s-I-m-Ã-w 569 323.9 43

]-¯-\-w-X-n-« 710.2 384.3 53

B-e-¸-p-g 776 4625 40

t-I-m-«-b-w 868.5 507.7 42

C-S-p-¡-n 1090.4 468.1 57

F-d-W-m-I-p-f-w 930.8 491.1 47

X-r-i-qÀ 1024 508 50

]-m-e-¡-m-S-v 670.7 459.4 31

a-e-¸-p-d-w 913.4 577.8 37

h-b-\-m-S-v 1064.7 504.8 53

t-I-m-g-n-t-¡-m-S-v 1218.2 898.7 26

I-®-qÀ 1242 787.1 37

I-m-kÀ-t-I-m-S-v 1388.4 751.4 46

t‑I‑c‑f‑w B‑s‑I a‑g I‑p‑d‑h‑v 43

s-N-s-¶-b-p-w UÂ-l-n-b-p-w _-m-w-K-c-p-w k-n-d-m h-m-«À a-W-n-¡-q-d-n t-e-¡-v 
a-m-d-n-b-X-p-w h-mÀ-¯-I-f-nÂ C-S-w-]-n-S-n-¨-p. Z-m l-\-o-c-n-Ã-m-s-X H-c-p P-\-X-
b-p-s-S h-n-e-m-]-w F b-\-o-b-a-m-b-n-c-p-¶-p. D-d-¡-a-n-Ã-m-¯ c-m-h-p-I-s-f-¡-p 
d-n-¨-p-Å P-\-§-f-p-s-S Z-o-\-t-c-m-Z-\-w \-a-p-s-S I-®-v d-¸-n-¡-W-w. t-I-c-f-
¯-n-s-e I-m-e-m-h-Ø-b-n-e-p-ï-m-I-p-¶ a-m ä-w \-m-a-n-\-n-b-p-w K-u-c-h-a-m-b-n 
F-S-p-¯-n-«-n-Ã F-¶-X-m W-v Z-p-x-J-I-c-a-m-b k-X-y-w. a¬-k-q-W-n-s-\ B-
{-i-b-n ¨-v c-q-]-s-¸-«-¯-n-b I-mÀ-j-n-I h-n-f-IÄ-¡-p-w I-r-j-n-c-n-X-n-IÄ-¡-p-w 
C-\-n F-{-X-I-m-e-w B-b-p-k-p-ï-m-I-p-a ¶-v ]-d-b-m-\-m-h-n-Ã. \-o-«-n-s-h-Å-w 
a-p-XÂ ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n b-p-s-S-b-p-w B-h-m-k h-y-h-Ø-I-f-p-s-S-b-p-w \-n-e-\-nÂ 
¸-n-\-pÄ-s-¸-s-S [-m-c-m-f-w P-e-w B-h-i-y-a-m-W-v. hÀ-j ¯-nÂ F-t-¸-m-s-g-
¦-n-e-p-w I-W-¡-p-I-s-f-m-¸-n-¨-v s-h-¨ e `-n-¨-n-«-v I-m-c-y-a-n-Ã. k-a-{-K-h-p-w i-m-
k-v-a-o-b-h-p-a-m-b P-e k-w-c-£-W-w. k-w-`-c-W-a-mÀ-K-§Ä c-q-]-s-¸-S-p-¯-n-b 
I-g-n-b-p-w. ]-v I-r-X-n-h-n-`-h-§-f-p-w B-h-m-k h-y-h-Ø-I-f-p-w ]-c-a-m-h [-n 
k-w-c-£-n-¡-s-¸-S-W-w. k-q-£-v-a-I-m-e-m-h-Ø-s-b k-z-m-[-o-\-n-¡-m³ C-\-n-
b-p-a-s-d ]-¨-¸-p-ï-m-I-ï-n b-n-c-n-¡-p-¶-p. P-e-¯-n-s-â D-]-t-b-m-K-¯-n-e-p-w 

SPECIES OF THE ISSUE

Hawksbill Turtle  
(Eretmochelys imbricate) 

IUCN Status – Critically Endangered

They are named for their narrow, pointed beak. It has a 
distinctive pattern of overlapping scales on their shells 
that form a serrated-look on the edges. They live mainly 
throughout the world’s tropical oceans, predominantly 
in coral reefs. They feed mainly on sponges by using their 
narrow pointed beaks to extract them from crevices on the 
reef, but also eat sea anemones and jellyfish.
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

PUBLICATION

]-p-\-c-p ]-t-b-m-K-¯-n-e-p-w ]-p-X-n-b a-mÀ-K-§-f-p-w c-o-X-n-I-f-p-w C \-n-b-p-w 
[-m-c-m-f-a-p-ï-m-I-W-w. P-e-a-e-n-\-o-I-c-W-¯-ns-â k-m-[-y-X-IÄ ]-c-a-m-h-[-n 
I-p-d-b-v-¡-m³ I-g-n 1 a-n-ï-X-m-W-v.

]-p-X-n-b h-n-¯-n-\-§Ä P-k-N-\ a-mÀ-K-§ Ä k-w-c-£-W a-mÀ-K-§Ä 
F-¶-o t-a-J-e-I-f-nÂ ]-p-X-n-b c-o-X-n-IÄ [-m-c-m-f-a-m-b-n h-n-I-k-n-¸-n-t-¡-ï-X-p-
ï-v. P-e-h-p-w ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n-b-p-w k-w-c-£-n-¡-s-¸ «³-) \-nÀ-½-m-W c-o-X-n-IÄ 
h-n-I-k-n-¸-n-¡-ï-X-m W-v. X-n-I-¨-p-w h-n-t-I-{-µ-o-I-r-X-a-m-b h-n-X-c-W k-w 
h-n-[-m-\-§Ä-, h-y-X-y-k-v-X B-h-i-y-§Ä-¡-v h-n-h-n-[ K-p-W-\-n-e-h-m-c-a-p-Å 
P-e-¯-n-s-â k-m-[-y-X-IÄ F ¶-n-h-s-b ]-c-n-K-W-n-t-¡-ï h-n-j-b-§-f-mW-v. 
a-g-s-h-Å k-w-`-c-W-, I-r-{-X-n-a `-q-e-hÀ-[-\. ] hÀ-¯-\-§Ä h-y-m-]-I-
a-m-ï-ï-v. e-£ a-h-p-w Z-m-c-n-{-Z-y-h-p-w a-\-k-n-e-m-¡-n-b-p-Å k-z-I-m-e {-]-hÀ-
¯-\-§-f-n-e-q-s-S X-m-X-v-I-m-e-n-I {-]-X-n-k Ô-n-IÄ ]-c-n-l-c-n-¡-m-\-m-h-p-w. 
k-p-Ø-n-c-a-m-b a-e ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n k-p-c-£-b-v-¡-m-b-n Z-nÀ-L-I-m-e-b-f-h-n-e 
Å h-n-]-p-e-a-m-b {-]-hÀ-¯-\-§Ä B-h-i-y-a-m-W-v. \-m-a-n-¶-p X-p-S-c-p-¶ 
h-n-I-k-\ I-m-g-v-N-¸-m-S-p-I-f-p-w A-h b-n-e-q-¶-n-b {-]-hÀ-¯-\-§-f-n-e-q-s-S-b-p-w 
hÀ-²-n-¨-p-h c-p-¶ {-]-X-n-k-Ô-n-IÄ ]-c-n-l-c-n-¡-m-\-m-h-n-Ã. I-m e-m-h-Ø-m 
a-m-ä-h-p-w A-X-v H-m-c-m (a-J-e-b-n-e-p-w k d-h-n-¡-m-h-p-¶ K-p-W-t-Z-m-j-§-f-p-w 
h-n-e-b-n-c-p-¯-s-¸ S-W-w. A-X-n-\-\-p-k-c-n-¨-p-Å ]T-\ K-t-h-j-W-§ Ä. 
a-m-X-r-I-IÄ F-¶-n-h-b-p-w D-ï-m-I-W-w-, \-n-e-h-nf-k-w-h-n-[-m-\-§-f-p-]-t-b-m-
K-n-¨-v A-[-n-I-Z-q-c-w t-]-m I-m-\-m-h-n-Ã F-¶-X-m-W-v b-m-Y-mÀ-°-y-w. I-m-e-¯-n 
\-\-p-k-c-n-¨-v kÀ-¡-mÀ h-n-e-b-n-e-p-w h-I-p-¸-p-I-f-n-e-p-w A-\-n-h-m-c-y-a-m-b a-m-ä-w 
s-I-m-ï-p-h-c-W-w. ]-c-¼-c-m K-X-s-s-i-e-n-b-p-w k-w-h-n-[-m-\-§-f-p-w D-]-t-b-m-
K-n-¨-v ]-p-X-n-b {-]-i-v-\-§Ä ]-c-n-l-c-n-¡-m-\-m-h-n-Ã. ]-g-b B-b-p-[-§Ä 
a-qÀ-¨-I-q-«-n-b-n-«-v I-m-c-y-a-n-Ã. {-]-i-v-\-§ f-p-s-S k-¦-oÀ-W-X-¡-c-n-¡-p-w ]-c-n-
l-c-n-¡-m-\-m-h-m s-X ]-p-X-n-b {-]-I-S-\-§Ä I-p-«-n-b-p-ï-m-I-p-w F-¶-X-m 
-w Ø-n-X-n-, I-m-e-w a-m-d-p-¶-p-, I-m-e-m-h-Ø-b-p-w. ]-p-X-n b c-q-]-§Ä-¡-
\-p-k-c-n-¨-v \-m-w a-m-d-ï-X-p-ï-v. X-v-I-m-e-¯-n-s-â B-h-i-y-w I-q-S-n-b-m-W-v-, 
\-n-e-\-nÂ¸-nsâb-p-w.

t-e-J-I³ ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n i-m-k-v-{-X-Ú-\-m-W-v
t-^-m¬: 9847547881

Quiz
1. The oceans cover ______ of the Earth’s surface.

a) 60
b) 50
c) 70

2. Which ocean is the largest?
a) Pacific 
b) Indian 
c) Atlantic

3. Which ocean basin is the most geologically active?
a) Indian
b) Pacific
c) Atlantic

4. How does water move around the world?
a) Wind
b) Gravity 
c) Both

5. Ocean water moves:
a) From south to north 
b) in circular pattern
c) From north to south 

6. What are thermohaline currents?
a) Cold water currents from the artic 
b) warm currents from Africa 

c) currents that move up and down the oceans 
7. What type of water is more dense?

a) Water close to the shore 
b) Polar, cold water
c) Equator, hot water

8. What are basalts?
a) Volcanic rocks on the ocean floor
b) Volcanic eruptions under the water
c) Volcanic ash found in the ocean

9. What are the abyssal plains?
a) Mountainous areas of the ocean floor
b) Rocky and gagged areas of the ocean
c) Flat areas of the ocean floor

10. What property of water does salt alter?
a) Freezing point
b) Boiling point 
c) Both of the above 

11. What are the main categories of sea life?
a) Swimmers and no-swimmers
b) Swimmers, floaters and creatures on the sea floor
c) Fish, mammals and microscopic creatures 

12. What are phytoplankton?
a) a larger version of plankton
b) organisms that eat plankton
c) microscopic algae

13. What are zooplankton?
a) Small worms and jellyfish 
b) Clams
c) Both of the above 

14. What sea life is the very bottom of the food chain
a) Phytoplankton
b) Microscopic fish
c) Both of the above

15. What do sea sponges eat?
a) Phytoplanktons
b) Plankton
c) Waste products from other fish

Answers: 1(c), 2(a), 3(b), 4(c), 5(b), 6 (c), 7(b), 8(a), 
9(c), 10(a), 11(b), 12(c), 13(c), 14(a), 15(c)

B-t-K-m-f-X-e-¯-nÂ {-]-I-r-X-n-, s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-w-, ]-c-n-Ø-n-X-n-, ]-] 
©-m-t-c-m-K-y-w F-¶-n-h-b-nÂ A-X-n-`-o-I-c-a-m-b t-i-m-j-W-w A-\-p-` h-n-¨-p-
s-I-m-ï-n-c-n-¡-p-¶-p. WWF ]-p-d-¯-n-d-¡-n-b e-n-h-n-w-K-v ¹-m-s-\-ä-v d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v 
X-m-s-g-]-d-b-p-¶ h-k-v-X-p-X-IÄ s-h-f-n-s-¸-S-p-¯-p-¶-p. 1. \-s-«-Ã-p-Å P-o-h-n-hÀ-
¤-§-f-p-s-S i-c-m-i-c-n F-®-w 40 hÀ-j-¯-n-\-pÅ-nÂ 60 i-X-a-m-\-t-¯-m-f-w 
\-ã-s-¸-«-p. 2. X-p-SÀ-¨-b-m-b-n hÀ-²-n-¨-p-s-I-m-ï-n-c-n-¡-p-¶ a-\-p-j-y-m-]-t-`-m-K-
¯-n-s-â - ̀ -m-K-a-m-b-p-ï-m-h-p-¶ A-a-n-X-N-q-j-W-h-p-w I-r-j-n-b-p-a-m-W-v C-X-n-s-â 
]-c-I-i-à-n-IÄ. 3. I-g-n-ª 50 hÀ-j-t-¯-m-f-a-m-b-n B-t-K-m-f-]-m-c-n-Ø-n-

WWF Living Planet Report
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X-n-I ]-m-Z-a-p-Z - (\-½Ä {-]-I-r-
X-n h-n-`-h-§Ä D-]-t-b-m-K-n-¡-p-
¶-X-n-s-â H-c-p A-f-h-p-t-I-mÂ-) 
190 i-X-a-m-\-t-¯-m-f-w D-bÀ-¶-p. 
4. B-t-K-m-f-X-e-¯-nÂ 125 
S-n-e-y³ t-U-m-fÀ c-q-]-b-p-s-S 
t-k-h-\-§Ä ({-]-I-r-X-n \-a-p-
¡-m-b-n \Â-I-p-¶-p. ]-t-£ 
hÀ-²-n-¨-p-s-I-m-ï-n-c-n-¡-p-¶ a-
\-p-j-y-m-]-t-`-m-K-w {-]-I-r-X-n-b-p-
s-S k-z-m-`-m-h-n-I k-´-p-e-\ I 
g-n-h-n-s-\-b-p-w-, k-a-q-l-¯-n-s-â 
k-p-Ø-n-c-a-m-b \-n-e-\-nÂ-¸-n-
\-p-Å I-g-n-h-n s-\-b-p-w i-à-
a-m-b-n Z-pÀ-_-e-a-m-¡-p-¶-p.

a-m-\-p-j-n-I-X-b-p-w \-½-p-s-S 
k-a-q-l-s-¯-b-p-w k-¼-Z-z-y-h-
Ø-s-b-b-p-w \-½Ä ]-c-n-t-]-m-

j-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶ c-o-X-n-b-p-w {-]-I-r-X-n-s-b A-X-n-s-â a-q-e-y-§-f-p-w t-k-h-\-§-f-p-w 
\-n-e-\-nÀ-¯-p-¶-X-nÂ \-n-¶-p-w ]-n³-X-n-c-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶-p. t-e-m-I ̄ -n-s-e \-Z-n-IÄ-, 
h-\-y-P-o-h-n-IÄ-, I-m-e-m-h-Ø X-p-S-§-n-b-h-b-nÂ a-\-p-j-y³ k-r-ã-n-¡-p-¶ 
B-L-m-X-¯-n-s-â H-c-p N-n-{-X-w C-¶-v ]-p-d-¯-n-d-§-n-b C-u d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-nÂ 
A-h-X-c-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶-p-ï-v. B-t-K-m-f-k-a-q-l-w A-S-n-b-´-n-c-a-m-b-n {-]-I-r-X-n-b-p-
s-S a-q-e-y-§-f-p-w t-k-h-\-§-f-p-w h-o-s-ï-S-p-t-¡-ï-X-n-s-\-¡-p-d-n-¨-v I-q-«-m-b-n 
N-n-´-n-t-¡-ï-X-n-s-â-b-p-w {-]-hÀ-¯-n-t-¡-ï-X-n-s-â-b-p-w B-h-i-y-I X-s-b 
C-X-v A-S-n-h-c-b-n-«-v k-q-N-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶-p. B-t-K-m-f s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-¯-n-s-â 
A-h-Ø-b-p-w ̀ -u-a-m-t-c-m-K-y-s-¯ ¡-p-d-n-¨-p-Å i-m-k-v-{-X-o-b-a-m-b A-h-t-e-m-
I-\-h-p-w 1998 a-p-XÂ e-n-h-n-w-K-v ¹-m-\-ä-v d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v {-]-X-n-^-e-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶-p. 
H-c-p h-e-n-b \-m-g-n-I-¡-Ã-m-W-v C-X-n-s-â C-c-p ]-X-m-w h-mÀ-j-n-I d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v-, 
{-]-k-v-X-p-X d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v a-n-I-¨ i-m-k-v-{-X-o-b ]T-\ §Ä-¡-p-w `-u-a-m-t-c-m-
K-y-s-¯ _-m-[-n-¡-p-¶ a-\-p-j-y k-z-m-[-o-\-s-¯ I-p-d-n ¨-p-Å h-y-X-y-k-v-
X-]T-\-§Ä-, h-y-X-y-k-v-X i-Ð-§Ä-, H-c-p-]-S-n D-bÀ-¶ X-e¯-n-e-p-Å 
K-t-h-j-W-§Ä F-¶-n-h-b-v-¡-p-a-p-Å H-c-p {-]-[-m-\ t-h-Z-n-b-m-b-n a-m-d-p-¶-p. 
A-¡-m-Z-a-n-¡-v-, \-b-c-q-]-o-I-c-W-, A-´-m-c-m-{-ã h-n-I-k-\ - k-w-c £-W 
c-w-K-s-¯ 50 H-m-f-w h-n-Z-K-v-Z-c-p-s-S {-]-b-X-v-\-a-m-W-v C-u d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v.

\-½-p-s-S h-\-§-f-p-s-S-b-p-w-, k-a-p-Z-§-f-p-s-S-b-p-w-, \-Z-n-I-f-p-s-S-b-p-w b-Y-mÀ-
°-¯-n-e-p-Å H-c-p i-m-k-v-{-X-t-_-m-[-w C-u d-n-t-¸-mÀ-«-v {-]-Z-m-\-w s-N-¿-p ¶-p. 
`-q-a-n-b-p-s-S H-m-t-c-m C-©-n-e-p-w H-m-t-c-m-t-c-m P-o-h-n hÀ-¤-§Ä N-p-c-p-§-n-h 
c-p-¶-X-p-w h-\-y-P-o-h-n-I-f-p-s-S F-®-w I-p-d-b-p-¶-X-p-w k-q-N-n-¸-n-¡-p-¶-X-v 
\-½-s-f \-n-e-\-nÀ-¯-p-¶ _-r-l-¯-m-b P-o-h-i-r-w-J-e-s-b h-I h-b-v-¡-m-
s-X b-p-Å h³-t-X-m-X-n-e-p-Å k-½À-±-¯-n-s-â-b-p-w k-z-m-[-o-\-¯-n-s-â-b-p-w 
k-q-N-\ b-m-W-v F-¶-v WWF International Director General B-b 
a-mÀ-t-¡-m e-m-w-_À-«-n-\-n ]-d-ª-p.

{-]-I-r-X-n-b-p-w s-s-P-h s-s-h-h-n-[-y-h-p-w h³ t-X-m-X-nÂ A-{-]-X-y-£-a-m-b 
1970 a-p-XÂ 2014 h-s-c-b-p-Å I-m-e-b-f-h-nÂ a-Õ-y-§Ä-, ]-£-n-IÄ-, k 
\-n-IÄ-, D-`-b-P-o-h-n-IÄ-, D-c-K-§Ä F-¶-n-h-b-p-s-S F-®-w i-c-m-i-c-n 60 
i-X a-m-\-w I-p-d-ª-p-s-h-¶-m-W-v e-n-h-n-w-K-v ¹-m-s-\-ä-v C³-U-I-v-k-v h-y-à-
a-m-¡-p-¶-X-v. A-t-X-k-a-b-w Fresh Water Living Planet Index hÀ-j-w 
4 i-X-a-m-\-w F-t-¶-m-W-w C-u I-m-e-b-f-h-nÂ 83 i-X-a-m-\-w C-S-n-h-v t-c-J-
s-¸-S-p-¯-n-b-n-«-p-ï-v. C-X-v {-]-[-m-\-a-m-b-p-w D-j-v-W-t-a-J-e-m a-g-¡-m-S-p-I-f-n-e-p-w-, 
\-Z-n-I-f-n-e-p-w-, X-S-m-I §-f-n-e-p-w X-®-oÀ-¯-S-§-f-n-e-p-a-m-W-v.

1500 AD a-p-XÂ h-n-`-h-§-f-p-s-S A-a-n-X N-q-j-W-w-, I-r-j-n F-¶-o 
c-ï-p L-S-I-§-f-m-W-v 75 i-X-a-m-\-t-¯-m-f-w s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y \-ã-¯-n-\-v 
t-]-c-I i-à-n-b-m-b-n a-m-d-n-b-X-v. I-g-n-ª 50 hÀ-j-a-m-b-n-«-p-Å a-\-p-j-y-
s-â D-uÀ-Ö-w-, `-q-a-n-, s-h-Å-w F-¶-n-h-b-p-s-S t-a-e-p-Å ]-m-c-n-Ø-n-X-n-I 
]-m-Z-a-p-{-Z 190 i-X-a-m-\ t-¯-m-f-w D-bÀ-¶-p.

""a-\-p-j-y³ ̀ -q-a-n-b-p-s-S ̀ -m-h-n-s-b c-q-]-s-¸-S-p-¯-n-s-I-m-ï-n-c-n-¡-p-¶-p F-¶ 
C-¡-m-e-s-¯ i-m-k-v-{-X-Ú³-a-mÀ B-t-´-m-t-]-m-k-o³ F-¶-p h-n-f-n-¡-p 
¶-p. C-X-n-t-e-b-v-¡-v \-b-n-¨-X-v C-¶-p P-o-h-n-¡-p-¶ \-½-p-s-S X-p-SÀ-¨-b-m-b 
D-] t-`-m-K hÀ-²-\-h-m-W-v. B-X-y-´-n-I-a-m-b-n \-½-p-s-S C-u {-K-l-w {-]-Z-m-
\-w s-N-¿-p-¶ h-n-`-h-§-f-m-W-v k-a-q-l-¯-n-s-â-b-p-w A-X-n-s-â k-m-¼-¯-n-I 

{-]-hÀ-¯-\-§-s-f-b-p-w B-[-p-\-n-I a-\-p-j-y-s-â D-¶-a-\-¯-n-t-e-b-v-¡-v \-b-n 
¡-p-¶-X-v F-¶ h-k-v-X-p-X \-½Ä H-mÀ-¡-W-w k-m-[-c-W I-m-g-v-N-¸-m-S-p 
IÄ-¡-p-w {-]-h-r-¯-n-IÄ-¡-p-w A-¸-p-d-w I-q-«-m-b {-]-hÀ-¯-\-§-f-n-e-q-s-S 
\-Ã a-m-ä-§Ä s-I-m-ï-p h-¶-v \-½-p-s-S {-K-l-¯-n-\-v k-z-b-w ]-q-\-c-q-Ö-o-
h-n-¡-m³ A-h-k-c-w \Â-t-I-ï k-a-b-a-m-W-n-X-v -'-' F-¶-v WWF - India 
b-p-s-S Secretary General & CEO B-b c-h-n-k-n-w-K-v ]-d-ª-p.

A-t-\-I-w A-´-m-c-m-{-ã ]T-\-§-f-p-w \-b-]-c-a-m-b D-S-¼-S-n-I-f-p-w s-s-P-
h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-¯-n-s-â k-w-c-£-W-h-p-w k-p-Ø-n-c D-]-t-b-m-K-h-p-w B-t-K-m 
f-X-e-¯-nÂ X-s-¶ a-p³-K-W-\ \Â-I-n-b-n-«-p-w s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-t-i-m-
j-W-w X-p-S-c-p-¶-p F-¶-p-Å-X-v H-c-p h-k-v-X-p-X-b-m-W-v. C-X-n-s-\-m-c-p a-m-ä-w 
s-I-m-ï-p h-c-p-h-m³ D-d-¸-p-Å \-¶-m-b-n \-nÀ-Æ-N-n-¡-s-¸-«-n-«-p-Å e-£-y-
§-f-p-w {-]-hÀ-¯-\-§-f-p-w A-X-y-´-m-t-]-£-n-X-a-m-W-v.

2020 Â I-m-e-m-h-Ø-, s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-w-, k-p-Ø-n-c h-n-I-k-\-w 
F-¶-n h-b-p-s-S D-¨ t-I-m-S-n-I-f-nÂ t-e-m-I c-m-{-ã t-\-X-m-¡Ä H-c-p-a-n-¨-p 
I-q-S-p t-¼-mÄ K-h¬-s-aâ-p-I-f-p-w h-n-h-n-[ k-w-L-S-\-I-f-p-w a-ä-v A-´-m-
c-m-{-ã G-P³-k-n-I-f-p-w H-c-p-a-n-¨-p h-¶-v {-]-I-r-X-n-b-p-w a-\-p-j-y-\-p-a-m-b-n 
H-¯-c-p-a-p-¨-p t-]-m-I-p-¶ h-f-s-c k-w-£-n-]-v-X-a-m-b H-c-p N-«-¡-q-S-v D-ï-m-
¡-n-s-b-S-p-¡-p-s-a-¶-v {-]-X-y-m-i-n-b-v-¡-m-w.

\-mÂ-]-t-X-m-f-w b-q-W-n-t-h-g-v-k-n-ä-n-IÄ-, {-]-I-r-X-n k-w-c-£-W k-w-L-S-\ 
IÄ-, K-h¬-s-aâ-v G-P³-k-n-IÄ F-¶-n-h-b-p-s-S I¬-t-k-mÀ-j-y-¯-n-e-p-s-S 
s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y \-ã-¯-n-s-â {-K-m-^-v 2020 H-m-s-S X-m-t-g-b-v-¡-v s-I-m-ï-p-h 
c-p-h-m-\-p-Å H-c-p A-h-k-c-a-m-b-n-«-m-W-v WWF B-t-K-m-f-X-e-¯-nÂ C-X-n-s-\ 
I-m-W-p-¶-X-v. A-t-X-m-s-S-m-¸-w I¬-s-h³-j³ H-m¬ _-t-b-m-f-P-n-¡Â s-s-U-
t-h-g-v-k-n-ä-n (CBD-) a-p-¶-nÂ-¡-m-W-p-¶ k-p-Ø-n-c-h-n-I-k-\ e-£-y-§-f-n 
t-e-b-v-¡-v h-g-n-X-p-d-¡-p-I-b-p-w s-N-¿-p-w. C-X-n-\-m-b-n kÀ-¡-m-c-p-w-, s-]-m-X-p-P-\ 
§-f-p-w-, k-z-I-m-c-y-Ø-m-]-\-§-f-p-w s-s-P-h-s-s-h-h-n-[-y-t-i-m-j-W-w I-p-db-v-
¡-W-w A-s-Ã-¦-nÂ \-nÀ-¯-W-w F-¶ D-d-¨ X-o-c-p-a-m-\-¯-n³-t-a--e-p-Å 
{-]-hÀ-¯-\-§-f-p-a-m-b-n a-p-t-¶-m-«-p h-c-W-w.

I-q-S-p-XÂ h-n-h-c-§Ä-¡-v
d‑n‑X‑p‑]À‑® s‑k³‑K‑p‑]‑v‑X

-01141504797/rsengupta@wwfindia.net (\-y-q-UÂ-l-n-)
c‑Ú³ a‑m‑X‑y‑p hÀ‑¤‑o‑k‑v

984728772/renjanmv@wwfindia.net (t-I-c-f-w-)

ECHO State Summit

ECHO – Building Environment Conservation Heroes – a 
programme encouraging college students to come up with 
projects on addressing the issue of plastic pollution – In 
Kerala, we had selected 6 colleges from Kollam District to 
participate in ECHO. Initially Orientation Workshops were 
conducted at each college, Necessary timely follow-up was 
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29th May at the end of which all the registered participants 
were divided into teams ensuring there is experts, amateurs 
and volunteers in all the teams. On 30th morning, the teams 
set out by boats early in the morning itself at 6am. The teams 
were supported by the local fishermen arranged by ATREE. 
The fishermen cast their nests and the teams checked the 
catch thoroughly and identified the species and took count. 
The survey went up till 2pm and concluded by lunch. The 
data collected by each team was shared with ATREE for 
further analysis and compilation. 

Project on Post Flood Impact Assessment on 
Biodiversity

The project supported by Kerala State Biodiversity Board 
covering Birds, Butterflies, Dragonflies and Frogs in seven 
select locations across Kerala is progressing well. The Board 
has accepted our request for extension of the timeline of the 

carried out over phone and mail. The review meeting was 
also arranged at SN College, Kollam in the month of April 
2019. Out of the initially selected 6 colleges, teams from 5 
colleges were actively moving forward with their project 
preparation. Finally the ECHO State Summit was convened 
at St. Gregorios College, Kottarakara with the participation 
of 26 students in 5 teams. Mr. A.K. Sivakumar, Senior 
Education Officer took the lead in organising the event 
with the support of Ms. Anushreedha Sivanandan and Mr. 
Harith.

Vembanad Fish Count 2019

The State Director and other Volunteers associated with 
WWF participated in the annual event Vembanad Fish Count 
organised by ATREE-CERC in Vembanad Lake on 30th May. 
The Orientation Workshop was organized in the evening of 

project up till August end to cover pre-monsoon, monsoon 
and post-monsoon seasons also. In this background, the field 
team led by Mr. Sujith V.G. is covering the sites clubbing 
them together as per the geographical locations. The MoUs 
have been signed with all the Field Experts and ToR with 
the Field Assistants. The sites outside forest areas will be 
covered initially. We are in the process of applying for formal 
permission to the Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department for 
survey in forest areas.
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WWF-India State Offices Meeting

The WWF-India Annual Review and Planning Meeting of 
the State Offices this year was convened in in Corbett Tiger 
Reserve, Uttarakhand from 13 – 16 May 2019. The State 
Director and Senior Education Officer attended the meeting, 

Enhancing coastal and marine biodiversity 
conservation

Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director and Mr. 
Pravin Kumar, Project Officer, Marine Programme attended 
the One-Day Workshop on Coastal and Marine Biodiversity 

presented the ongoing projects, programmes and activities 
of Kerala State Office and also discussed and decided on the 
Strategy and Action Plan for 2019-20. We received much 
appreciation for the work that we are carrying out in Kerala, 
not just in Trivandrum City where we are based, but almost 
in the 7 districts of the State, whereas most other State 
Offices are doing activities I the cities where they are based. 

Conservation Initiatives along Kerala organised by the 
Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department on 25th May 
at the Conference Hall of the Forest Headquarters at 
Vazhuthacaud, Thiruvananthapuram. 

Tiger death in Trivandrum Zoo 

The State Director was included as the NGO representative 
in the postmortem and cremation of the Tiger after its death 
in the Trivandrum Zoo on 25th May as mandated by National 
Tiger Conservation Authority. The Tiger was earlier caught 
in trap in Wayanad after it ventured outside forests and 
created problems for local people by attacking cattle. When 
the Tiger was caught in Wayanad, transported all the way to 
Trivandrum Zoo and when it reached here itself, the animal 
was very weak and sick. It recovered slightly in between but 
finally succumbed to its death on the morning of 25th May.

Observation of World Environment Day 2019

The first programme as part of the observation of the World 
Environment Day was organized at St Joseph’s College, 
Alappuzha on 7th June 2019. Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director attended the event and delivered the lead 
talk. Around 130 students of various degree programmes 
attended the event.

The second programme was organized with the Kerala 
State Council for Science, Technology and the Environment 
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(KSCSTE) at Sastra Bhavan Pattom on 12th June. The State 
Director attended the event and delivered the lead talk 
followed by Quiz mastered by Mr.A.K. Sivakumar, Senior 
Education Officer. Around 138 school students and their 
teachers from various educational institutions in and around 
Thiruvananthapuram attended the event.

The third programme in the series of events as part of 
observation of World Environment Day was organized on 29th 

June with Kerala University College of Teacher Education 
(KUCoTE), Kumarapuram, Thiruvananthapuram. The 
State Director attended the event and inaugurated the 
day’s observation with the planting of a sapling in the 
college campus and delivered the lead talk. Seventy Teacher 
Trainees of the college along with their teaching and non-
teaching staff attended the event. 

Observation of World Ocean Day 2019 

face mainly from pollution. This was followed by a street 
drama played out by a team of girls attached to the Latin 
Catholic Church. Parallely, painting on canvas, painting on 
catamaran etc were also arranged at the venue. Ms. Padma 
Mahanti, IFS, CCF (Eco-Development & Tribal Welfare) was 
the Chief Guest of the event. She addressed the gathering 
in English which was translated into Malayalam by Mr. 
Renjan, State Director for the benefit of the local fishermen 
and coastal communities. The event ended with the oath 
taking with all the participants lined up along the coast with 
their hands stretched out and saying the oath as read out 
by the representative of FML and the fishermen community 
standing in knee deep waters holding the banner of the event 
in the background. Around 600 people including school and 
college students, fishermen, local coastal communities and 
general public attended the event. 

Better understanding of Coastal Erosion & 
Protection along Kerala Coast 

Mr. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director and Mr. Pravin 
Kumar, Project Officer, Marine Programme (Fish Forward) 
attended the Workshop on Coastal Erosion & Protection 
organised by Trivandrum Press Club, Kerala Swathantha 
Matsya Thozhilali Federation (KSMTF) & National 
Fishworkers Forum (NFF) on 26th June at the Fourth Estate 

The half-day event on June 8th was organised jointly with 
Friends for Marine Life at Leela Beach, Kovalam. The event 
started off at 7am with the putting up of the awareness 
posters and banners on the each for educating the visitors 
on the importance of the marine and coastal ecosystem, 
its various stakeholders and the threats they face. This was 
followed by video show comprising of underwater videos 
that the scuba divers of FML had shot along the Trivandrum 
Coast to highlight the micro ecosystems below the sea 
and also show the diversity of life and the threats they 

Hall at Trivandrum Press Club. Smt. Mercykutty Amma, 
Hon’ble Minister for Fisheries was the Chief Guest of the 
function. Dr. K.G. Thara, Fr. Eugene Pereira, Dr.K.V.Thomas 
and many others spoke on the occassion. 


