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The months of November and December witnessed 
some major initiatives in the marine and coastal 
programmes. WWF-India organised the Marine Strategy 
Workshop in Kochi in the beginning of November 
which saw the dynamic participation of experts in 
this sector from across the country discussing and 
deliberating three days on the issues faced by our 
coastal and marine habitats and its inhabiting life 
forms and suggesting the way forward to ensure the 
protection of our marine ecosystem, coasts and the 
coastal waters. The brainstorming sessions led by Ms. 
Louise and Dr. Sejal brought out the priority issues that 
we need to address in this sector and the participants 
put forward various strategies and suggestions at 
national, state and local levels to address these 
issues in the days ahead. The month of November 
also witnessed the landmark launch of the first MSC 
Certified Fishery in India i.e. the Short-neck Clam of 
Ashtamudi Estuary, having been facilitated by WWF-
India Marine Programme under the leadership of Mr. 
Vinod. This was officially declared and the certificate 
handed over in a major function organized at CMFRI 
which witnessed the participation of dignitaries from 
the Central and State Government, experts in the 
marine and coastal sector from various institutions 
in and around Kochi and local stakeholders i.e. clam 
fishermen from Kollam. WWF-India also partnered 
with the Marine Biological Association of India 
(MBAI) to organize the international symposium 
‘Marine Ecosystems – Challenges and Opportunities’ 
at Dream Hotel, Kochi in the month of December. As 
in previous years, we were instrumental in organizing 
the Kerala Bird Race in Thiruvananthapuram with the 
participation of 78 birders spotting 157 species of birds 
from 7 locations in and around the City and also the 
Salim Ali Day in Kollam in association with Social 
Forestry Division and Social Forestry Extension Unit, 
Kollam in which around 100 participants including 75 
students enjoyed the very informative and interactive 

bird quiz, technical sessions and also an exclusive bird 
photo exhibition. We also participated in the Third 
Indian Biodiversity Congress organized by CISSA, 
CPREEC and Navdanya at SRM University, Chennai in 
December with presentation of a technical paper and 
also putting up our exhibition stall. We organized four 
Teachers Training Workshops in these two months 
and that also helped us to start a new relationship 
with the Malayalam University initiated recently 
in Tirur, Malappuram as they played host to one of 
the workshops organized in the end of November. 
One of the Teachers Training Workshop targeting the 
School Teachers of Idukki District was coupled with 
a single day workshop on ‘Conservation Challenges 
and Initiatives for the Western Ghats’ targeting college 
students and Marian College, Kuttikkanam played 
host to the two days events. With our good in-house 
experience and expertise and based on our wide 
networking skills, we were invited to partner and 
contribute in various events, namely the ‘Workshop 
on Participatory Forest Management’ organized in 
December by Enviro Legal Defense Firm, New Delhi at 
the Conference Hall of the Kerala Forests and Wildlife 
Department HQ, the ‘Inter-University Competition 
on Water Resource Management’ organized by TERI, 
TERI University and Department of Zoology, Nirmala 
College, Muvattupuzha, Talk by UN Special Secretary 
(Energy) Kandeh K Yumkella on ‘Energy Security and 
the major role of Renewable Energy sources’ organized 
by Energy Management Centre (EMC), Govt. of Kerala 
at Mascot Hotel, Thiruvananthapuram and the meeting 
convened at Thiruvananthapuram International 
Airport by Kerala State Biodiversity Board on Bird 
Menace. WWF also put up an exhibition stall in the 
week long Chaithanya Karshika Mela organized at 
Chaithanya Pastoral Centre, Kottayam by the Kottayam 
Social Service Society. There is a great expectation 
from the society on us and we have been able to step 
up to it to a very great extent

Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE

GLOBAL
Act now on climate change, says new IPCC report

Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) R.K. Pachauri said the window of action on 
tackling climate change was closing rapidly and warned 
that the path of inaction would be more costly than the path 

of action. Speaking at the launch of the IPCC’s Synthesis 
Report in Copenhagen, he said the scientific community 
had done its job and was in a sense passing on the baton 
to politicians and decision-makers. The Synthesis Report 
points to the human influence on climate, but also points 
out that there were means to limit climate change and 
build a sustainable future. He said the global community 
must look at the numbers in this report and bring about 
change. “There is no Plan B because there is no Planet B,” 
he said to questions.“The report tells us that we need to 
tackle climate change with a combination of adaptation 
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Winged beauties under threat

Recent studies by the Zoological Survey of India has 
revealed that, of the 1677 species and sub-species found 
in India, more than one fourth are either threatened 
or endangered. Of the 425 species of butterflies, 123 
species and sub-species of butterflies are included under 
Schedule-I (Part-IV) of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, 
while 302 species and sub-species are under Schedule-II 
(Part-II) of the Act. (Source: The Hindu, 2 November 2014)

Scientists track flight of the Amur Falcon

The entire migration route of Amur Falcons from Nagaland 
to South Africa further onto Mongolia and back to Nagaland 
has been scientifically plotted, with scientists confirming 
that a satellite tagged Amur Falcon ‘Naga’ has arrived 
almost a year after it began journey. Amur Falcons travel 
22,000 kms a year, known to be one of the longest distance 
undertaken by migratory birds. The bird Naga was released 
in Doyang in Wokha district in Nagaland on November 
7, 2013 and returned on October 29, 2014. (Source: The 
Hindu, 3 November 2014)

Global Stamp for Ashtamudi

Union Minister for Environment and Forests Prakash 
Javedkar announced that the Short necked Yellow Clam 

SPEcIES Of ThE ISSUE

Wayanad completes biodiversity documentation

Local self-government institutions in Wayanad district 
now have an effective weapon against biopiracy. The 
People’s Biodiversity Register (PBR) have been prepared 
for all the local bodies in Wayanad. It is a comprehensive 
database recording people’s traditional knowledge and 
insight of status, uses, history, ongoing changes, and forces 
driving changes on the biological diversity and resources 
of their locality. It provides information on the current 
utilisation patterns of biodiversity and its economic benefit 
to the local community. The PBR forms a baseline data for 
future management strategies for sustainable utilisation 
of biodiversity in a decentralised manner. (Source: The 
Hindu, 2 November 2014)

Study finds a dying Gayathripuzha

Gayathripuzha is facing an immediate death, says a study 
conducted by the Kerala State Land Use Board. The river 
is the major feeder of the Bharathapuzha and a perennial 
source of drinking water for thousands of families at 
Kollangode, Nenmara, Alathur and Vadakkancherry. Study 
identified large scale deforestation in its origin, apart from 
adverse changes in land use patterns on its banks and 
illegal mining as major reasons for the decline of the river. 
(Source: The Hindu, 4 November 2014)

Eravikulam grasslands at risk from invasive plants

Recent studies says grasslands of Eravikulam National Park 
are under threat from two invasive alien plants, Eagle Fern 
(Pteridium aquilinum) and Goatweed (Ageratum conyzoides)  
native to California and Brazil, which has spread across the 
grasslands, damaging the Parks’s flora and posing a threat 
to herbivores, especially the Nilgiri Tahr. “Both plants are 
unpalatable to herbivores and make colonies, are highly 
invasive and prevent the growth of grasses and other 
plants,” says T.V.Sajeev, Head, Department of Entomology, 
Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi. (Source: The 
Hindu, 8 November 2014)

and mitigation,” he added. (Source: The Hindu, 3 November 
2014)

Chinese tiger eater jailed for 13 years

A Chinese businessman who bought and ate three tigers has 
been sentenced to 13 years in prison, state media reported. 
The wealthy real estate developer, identified only by his 
surname Xu, has “a special hobby of grilling tiger bones, 
boning tiger paws, storing tiger penis, eating tiger meat 
and drinking tiger blood alcohol,” the official Xinhua news 
agency said in June when he went on trial. Xu organised 
three separate trips last year for a total of 15 people, 
including himself, to Leizhou in the southern province of 
Guangdong, where they bought tigers for a “huge amount 
of money” that were killed and dismembered as they 
watched, the government-run news portal gxnews.com.cn 
reported. One of them filmed the entire process of a tiger 
slaughter with his mobile phone. The footage was later 
retrieved by the police. Police seized eight pieces of animal 
meat and bones from a refrigerator in Xu’s home, some of 
which were later identified as tiger parts, the report said, 
adding that, 16 geckos and a cobra were also found. Tiger 
bones have long been an ingredient of traditional Chinese 
medicine, supposedly for its capacity to strengthen the 
human body, and while they have been removed from 
its official ingredient list, the belief persists among some.  
(Source: The Hindu, 31 December 2014)

Common Green Shank (Tringa nebularia)
]¨-¡men

of Ashtamudi lake in Kollam, Kerala was the first fishery 
certified by the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) in 
India. (Source: The Hindu, 9 November 2014)

Common Green Shank is a medium sized water bird 
found in marshes, lake sides, along the shores and in 
other wetlands. This migratory bird has white under parts 
and grey upper parts with dark bars and spots. The black 
bill seems to be slightly curved upwards. The long legs 
are green in colour. Though forehead is pure white, the 
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remaining portions have dark spots and stripes. It usually 
feeds on small aquatic organisms and small fishes. This 
migratory bird is found all across the State’s wetlands from 
November to March and they return to their breeding sites. 
This is a subarctic bird, breeding across northern Europe 
and Asia. Like all other water birds, they also face the 
threats from pollution and habitat loss.

Birds Sound

Chicken Chirp

Dove Coo

Duck Quack

Eagle Screech

Falcons Chant

Goose Honk

Hawks Scream

Hens Cackle and Cluck

Peacocks Scream

Owl Hoot

Swallows Twitter

Turkey Gobble

Fsâ ]£n \nco-£-Wm-\p-`hw
th\Â¨qSv AXnsâ Xo{h-X-bnÂ Pzen-¡th [cWn Hcp XpÅn 
Zml-P-e-¯n-\mbn hn®nse ag-ta-L-§-tfmSv tIgp-¶p, A§s\ 
hn®nse ag-ta-L-§Ä a®n-te¡v s]bvXn-d-§p¶ th\Âag, 
At¸m-gmWv Fsâ samss_Â t^m¬ dnMv sNbvX-Xv. inh-Ip-
amÀ kmdnsâ tImÄ. kÀ ]dªp Hcp amK-ko-\p-th≠n ]£n-\o-
co-£W A\p-`-h-§Ä Fgp-Xn-\ÂI-W-sa-¶v, F\n¡v Hcp-]mSv 
kt´mjw tXm¶n. ]£n \nco-£Ww F\n¡v Cu th\Âag t]m 
e-bmWv

2013-14 BEd curriculum R§sf th«-bm-Sn-s¡m-≠n-cn-¡p-t¼m-
gmWv World Migratory Bird Day celebrationþÂ R§Ä¡v ]s¦-Sp-
¡m³ Ah-kcw e`n-¡p-¶-Xv. A¶v \½psS \m«n-epÅ ]£n-Isf 
Ipdn¨pw aäpw Adn-bm³ Ign-ªp. lcn-kÀ BWv Ah-sb-¡p-dn¨v 
hnh-cWw \ÂIn-b-Xv. ¢mkv Ign-ª-t¸mÄ F\n-¡Xp Hcp-]mSv 
kt´mjw X¶p. ]≠v FÂ.]n kvIqfnÂ ]Tn-¡p-t¼mÄ ]£n-\n-
co-£-W-s¯-¡p-dn¨v tI«-d-ªn-«p-≠v. A¶v AÑ-\p-≠m¡n X¶ 
¹mhne ss_t\m-¡p-eÀ sIm≠v R§Ä ]d-¼nepw sXmSn-bnepw 
hb-en-ep-sams¡ \S-¡m-dp-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. AXv A¶s¯ ]£n-¯q-
hÂti-J-c-W-¯n-\p-X-Ip-am-bn-cp-¶p. A¶s¯ B taml-§Ä 
ho≠pw DÅn-se-hn-sStbm H¶p Bfn-¡-¯n. A§s\ Rm\pw Hcp 
]£n-\o-cn-£-I-bmbn amdp-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p. Hcp Ipªp ]£n-\n-co-
£-I.

]ntä¶p I≠-¨n-d-bnÂ h¨v ]£n-\n-co-£W¯n-\p-th≠ Nne 
Icp-X-ep-IÄ kÀ ]dªp X¶p. A[nIw Xnf-¡-apÅ hkv{Xw [cn-
¡m-sX, Ah-bpsS Bhm-k-¯n-\p-tIm«w X«m-sX-sbms¡ thWw 
]£n-\n-co-£-Ww \S-¯m³. AXn-cm-hnse 6.15 sâ _knÂ Rm³ 
I≠-¨n-d-bnse¯n At¸m-sg¡pw kÀ F¯n-bn-cp-¶p. AhnsS 
NXp-¸p-\n-dsb \nc-h[n sIm¡p-IÄ. Cu sIm¡ns\ ImWn-¡m-\m 
tWm cmhnse hnfn-¨p-sIm≠v h¶Xv F¶v Fsâ Hcp kl-]m-Tn- 
tNm-Zn-¨p. ]n¶oSv BWv F\n¡v a\-Ên-em-bXv Cu sIm¡p-I-
fnse sshhn[yw, kÀ Ah-bpsS {]tXy-I-X-Ifpw Ah-bpsS iden-
tification marks Dw ]dªp hnh-cn¨p GI-tZiw 7 aWn Bb-t¸m-
tgbv¡pw \nc-h[n species IÄ hs¶s¯n. NneXv Cc-tX-Sp¶p aäp 
NneXv ]mdn-\-S-¡p-¶p. Fs¶ A¶v BIÀjn-¨Xv ]hn-g-¡m-en-IÄ 
Bbn-cp¶p. s]mbv¡m-enÂ \S-¡p¶ ]£n-IÄ; \Ã \of³ Imep-
IÄ ]n¶oSv kÀ ss_t\m-¡p-eÀ X¶p Ahsb \nco-£n-¡m- 
\mbn. A¶m-Zy-ambn Rm³ ss_t\m-Ip-e-dn-eqsS ]£n-Isf I≠p.-
]-≠s¯ ¹mhne ss_t\m-¡p-eÀ AtÃ-bÃ CXv !!!! Its real! Iptd 
A[nIw ]£n-Isf Is≠-¦nepw Hcp ]pI-abw Bbn-cp¶p. Hcp]mSv  
Adn-bm-\pÅ B{K-lhpw a\-ÊnÂ Ah-ti-jn-¸n¨v A¶s¯ 
tZimS\¸£n Zn\mNcW¯n\p Xnc-Èoe hoWp. C§s\ Rm\pw 
]£n-I-fpsS temI-t¯¡v ]d-¶p-b-cm³ XpS§n

Hcp Ipªp-Infn F§-s\-bmtWm ]d¶p XpS-§p-¶Xv AXp-
t]mse ]e-h«w Htc ]£n-bpsS t]cp tNmZn¨pw Ahsb Xncn-¨-
dnªpw Ipªp hg-¡p-IÄ ]dªpw A½-¡nfn Ipªn-¡n-fn-bp-
ambn ]d-¶p-bcpw t]mse inh-Ip-amÀ kÀ Fs¶bpw ]£n-I-fpsS 
temI-t¯¡v sIm≠p-t]m-bn. s]mXpth aSn-¨n-bmb Fs¶ 
t^m¬ tImÄ hgn \nco-£-W-¯n\p t{]mÕm-ln-¸n-¨p. ]n¶oSv 
lcn-kÀ, Pb-vN-µvkmÀ, inhIp-amÀ kÀ A§s\ Iptd-tbsd t]
cpsS H¸w ]£n-\n-co-£-W-¯nÂ ]s¦-Sp-¡m³ F\n¡pw km[n-
¨p. Hmtcm A\p-`-h-§fpw Hmtcm ]mT-§-fmbn a\-ÊnÂ ]Xnªp

Hcn-¡Â I≠-¨n-d-bnÂ ]hn-g-¡m-en-bpsS IqSv inh-Ip-amÀkÀ 
Is≠¯n. AXnsâ kwc-£W¨pa-Xe kÀ F\n¡v X¶p. A¶p 
apXÂ an¡ Znh-k-§-fnepw ap«-hn-cnª Ipªp-§sf ImWm³ 
Rm³ Fsâ Ikn³ \oXp-hn-s\m¸w Ahn-sS-sb-¯n. AsXmcp 
ag-¡m-eam-bn-cp-¶p. F\n¡v \Ã Bi-¦-bp-≠m-bn-cp¶p Xpd-kmb 
NXp-¸nse hc-¼n-emWv IqSv, ap«-hn-cn-b-W-sa-¦nÂ NqSv thWw 
Cu ag-b¯v AsX-§s\ km[y-amIpw? R§Ä I≠-¨n-d-bn-se-

Birds are beautiful but attract our attention with their calls 
too. Here are some interesting words to mention calls of 
each bird group…..
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HSBC Bird Race 2014

The 8th Kerala Bird Race held on 16th November 2014 at 
Thiruvananthapuram spotted 157 species of birds from 7 
locations in and around the City with the participation of 
78 birders including experts, regular and budding birders. 
The annual participatory birding, in connection with 

SPEcIAl fEATURE

the birthday of Dr. Salim Ali, the Birdman of India was 
organized jointly by Yuhina Eco Media and WWF-India 
with the support of HSBC. Each team was led by expert 
bird watchers and the teams were in the field looking out 
for the feathered friends from dawn to desk. Sighting of 
Montagu’s Harrier from Ponmudi, White rumped Shama 
from Bonaccord, Booted Eagle from Arippa, Black Baza 
from Kottur forests, Lesser sand Plover from Veli beach, 
Amur Falcon from Punchakkary, and Asian Open bill from 
Aruvikkara wetlands were significant as these are not so 
common in these locations. The teams observed various 
threats, mainly, habitat degradation in most of the locations 
and expressed their apprehension. The delay in the onset 
of monsoon and the subsequent delay in arrival of migrants 
and pollution are the main culprits attributed to the decline 
of bird population in the wetlands. Akkulam Lake, once 
a haven for waterbirds, is now more like a sewage drain 
with all kinds of pollutants dumped into it, large scale  
reclamation, invasive species etc. The sighting of certain 
birds like the Indian Peafowl at Arippa Forests and Asian 
Open bill at Aruvikkara are clear indicators of increasing 
temperature profile. The Museum & Zoo Compound, the 
green lung of the City still remains a healthy habitat for, 
proof is the sighting of 42 species of birds with an active 
heronry of endangered Oriental Darters. The Kottur Forests, 
part of Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary and Kallar – Ponmudi 
Forests also has a very good bird population, the numbers 
crossing 75. The teams got some bonus observations of 
mammals like Nilgiri Marten, Barking Deer and Malabar 
Giant Squirrel. 

The evening valedictory session organised as a platform 
for the teams to share the observations and experience of 
the day was highly exciting, informative and interactive. 
The Chief Guest was Sri.O.P. Kaler IFS, Addl. Principal 
Chief Conservator of Forests (Biodiversity Cell), Kerala 
Forests & Wildlife Department. Mr. Kaler in his address 
asked the participants to submit their findings and 
recommendations to the Department for possible further 
action and to document the sightings for scientific 
planning of conservation initiatives. He also encouraged 
the participants to partner in wildlife protection, especially 
of those outside forest areas. Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director of WWF-India and Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior 
Education Officer and Bird Race Coordinator addressed 
the gathering. Follow-up activities like Sunday Bird Walk 
once in a month, annual Asian Waterfowl Census and Bird 
Watching Camps at different locations are in the pipeline 
for the participants in the coming days.

¯nb Hcp Znhkw ]Xn-hp-t]mse \Ã ag-bp-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. ag-¡mdv 
BIm-is¯ aqSn-b-t¸m-tgbv¡pw Cc-tX-Sn-sIm-≠n-cp¶ ]hn-g-¡m-
en-IÄ ]d-¶-I-¶p. B IqSp-am{Xw X\n-¨mbn s]s«¶v F§p- 
\nt¶m Hcp A½ ]hn-g-¡men Nne¨p sIm≠v h¶v AXn\p AS-
bn-cp-¶p. IqSpw ap«bpw Nnd-In-\-Sn-bnÂ HXp¡n Igp¯pw Xebpw 
Ip\n¨v GI-tZiw Hcp ]´p-t]m-se-bm-bn. B ]£n-bpsS amXr-
kvt\lw I≠-t¸mÄ F\n¡v HmÀ½-h-¶Xv {]k-hn-¨p-S³ Xsâ 
Ipªns\ Dt]-£n-¡m³ X¿m-dm-Ip¶ A½-am-sc-bm-Wv. AXp-t]m 
se Xs¶ ]hn-g-¡m-en-IÄ henb Actors BWv. Hcn-¡Â ap«-IÄ 
hncntªm F¶-dn-bm³ Rm³ ]hn-g-¡m-en-bpsS IqSn-\-Sp-t¯¡v 
sN¶p. s]s«¶v Hcp-Iq«w ]hn-g-¡m-en-IÄ Nne-¨p-sIm-≠v F\n¡v 
Npäpw IqSn. Ah-bnÂ NneXv sRm≠n sRm≠n \S-¡p-¶p-≠m-bn-cp-
¶p. aäp NneXv h«-an-«p-sIm-≠n-cn-¡-Xs¶, s]s«¶v \ne¯p ]Xn-
¨p, Rm³ IcpXn Ft´m A]-ISw ]än-b-Xm-sW¶v IcpXn Rm³ 
Ah-bv¡-Sp-t¯¡v \o§n-b-t¸mÄ Ah s]s«¶v ]d-¶p-bÀ¶p.  
]ns¶-bmWv F\n¡v a\-Ên-em-bXv Fsâ {i²-Xn-cn-¡m-\m-bn«v 
Ah \S-¯nb {]I-S-\-amWv CsX-¶v. a\p-jy-cnÂ aqey-NypXn h¶ 
]e Imcy-§fpw C¶v ]£n-ar-Km-Zn-Isf I≠v a\p-jy³ ]Tn-t¡-
≠n-bn-cn-¡p-¶p. 

]¯\w-Xn«bnsebpw sImÃ-s¯bpw hnhn[ Øe§fnÂ \
S¶ ]£n\nco£Wm\p`h§Ä F\n¡v Hcp-]mSv Imcy-§Ä ]
d-ªp-X-¶n-«p-≠v. Ae-b-Sn-¡p¶ Hcp ISÂt]m-emWv \½psS a\-
sÊ-¦nÂ Aev]-t\cw Chsb \nco-£n-¨mÂ \½psS a\Êv im´-
am-Ipw. ]£n-\nco£-Ws¯ Hcp tlm_n-bmbn ImWp-¶-hÀ¡v 
A§-s\bpw BImw. \½psS a\-Êns\ Hcp-]mSv kt´m-jn-¸n-¡p-
¶p≠v Ch-sb-¦nepw \mw C¶v Chsb Cc-bm-¡p-I-bm-Wv. h\-\-io-
I-c-Ww, NXp-¸v\n-I-¯Â, ]pg-\n-I-¯Â, aWÂhm-cÂ, hbÂ\n-I-
¯Â IqSmsX aen-\o-I-c-W-hpw C¯cw {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä Chsb 
{]Xy-£-ambpw ]tcm-£-ambpw _m[n-¡p-¶p-≠v. AXn\p D¯a 
DZm-l-c-W-amWv Bd-·pf hnam-\-¯m-hf ]²-Xn. C¯-c-¯nÂ 
BtKm-f-ambn Bhm-k-hy-h-Ø-bv¡p-≠mb tIm«-§Ä Imc-W-am-
Wv \½psS \m«n-se-¯p¶ ]e-tZ-im-S\-]-£n-Ifpw tZim-S-\-Imew 
Ignªv XncnsI t]mIm-¯Xpw Ah-bpsS F®-¯n-epÅ Ipd-hpw.

amäw \ap¡v am{X-aÃ, \½psS Npäpw kw`-hn-¡p-¶p-≠v. 
\½Ä ho£n-¡Ww, amä-§Ä tIm«-§Ä BIp-¶pt≠m F¶v. 
I®p-Xp-d-¡p-¶-Xn-t\m-sSm¸w a\Êp Xpd¶p ho£n-¡-Ww. Imc 
Ww {]]-©-¯n-ep-Å-h-sbÃmw Xs¶ ]c-kv]-c-_-Ôn-X-§-fmWv 
AXn-\mÂ H¶nsâ amäw asäm-¶ns\ _m[n-¡pw. HmÀ¡pI \s½ 
Ah-cnÂ \n¶v hyXy-kvX-\m-¡p-¶Xv hnth-N\ _p²n-bm-sW-¶v.

cm[nI cwK\mYv 

hbWhnf ]SnªmäXnÂ, ]pen{], apfh\ ]n.H., CuÌv Ip≠d, sImÃw
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Launch of the First MSC Certified Fishery in India

The Short-neck Yellow Clam of Ashtamudi Estuary has 
been certified by MSC facilitated by WWF-India Marine 
Programme under the leadership of Mr. Vinod and this 
was officially declared and the certificate handed over in 
a function organized at CMFRI on 5 November. The Kerala 
State Office was instrumental in making arrangements and 
inviting the participants for the event. The State Director 
and the Senior Education Officer represented the State 
Office in the event. 

Birding at Ashtamudi Lake 

As part of the follow up of World Migratory Bird Day 2014 
held at Kollam in May, the monthly birding at Ashtamudi 
Lake was conducted on 22nd November with the 
participation of 15 birders led by Senior Education Officer. 
42 species of birds were reported including migratory 
species like Green Shank, Red Shank, Barn Swallow and 
Whiskered Tern. 

Bird Survey at Peechi - Vazhani Wildlife Sanctuary

AcTIVITIES Of WWf-INDIA  
kERAlA STATE OffIcE

A.K. Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer and two 
volunteers, Sri. C. Harikumar and Mr. Jaichand Johnson 
from WWF-India attended the four day comprehensive 
bird survey held at Chimmony and Peechi-Vazhani Wildlife 
Sanctuaries from 28th November to 1st December 2014. 
The survey sighted 187 species of birds from 9 base camps, 
of which three were led by the team from WWF. 

Friday Forum - November 2014

The Friday Forum of the month was held at Museum 
Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram on 7th November 
with the theme “Western Ghats – Haven of Biodiversity 
– Functions, Values & Services”. Sri.S.Radhakrishnan, 
Dy. Director, Wildlife Education from Kerala Forests & 
Wildlife Department led the session. The session was quiet 
interactive with around 150 school students participating 
from different schools.

Sunday Bird Walk

The monthly Sunday Bird Walk was held at Arippa Forests 
on 9th November 2014 with the participation of 8 birders. 
56 species of birds were observed from the diversified 
forests including Malabar Trogon, Flame throated Bulbul 
and Malabar grey Hornbill. 

Salim Ali Day 

WWF-India, Kerala State Office organized a single day 
awareness programme in connection with Salim Ali Day 
2014 at Public Library Hall, Kollam on 12th November. 
The programme was arranged in association with 
Social Forestry Division and Social Forestry Extension 
Unit, Kollam, Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department.  
75 students and teachers from 7 schools of Kollam and 
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around 15 individuals attended the programme. Bird quiz, 
technical sessions on bird watching, birds and man and 
bird photo exhibition were included in the programme. 

Class on Energy Conservation at Olathanni School, 
Neyyattinkara

The State Director was invited to inaugurate the 
Oorjotsavam supported by Energy Management Centre, 
Government of Kerala at Victory HSS, Olathanni, 
Neyyattinkara and deliver a talk on ‘Energy Conservation 
and Ecological Footprint’ on 21 Nov, 2014.

Teachers Training Workshop at Malayalam University, 
Tirur, Malappuram 

A Teachers Training Workshop on Education for 
Sustainable Development, supported by CPREEC, Chennai 
was held at Malayalam University, Tirur, Malappuram on 
26th November 2014 in association with the University 
on the theme ‘Western Ghats’. It was attended by 48 
teachers from different schools of the district and few 
from the University. The workshop was inaugurated by 
Sri.K.Jayakumar IAS, Vice Chancellor of the University. 
Sri.Renjan Mathew Varghese and A.K.Sivakumar led the 
technical and activity sessions.

The Teachers Training Workshop held at Mercy College, 
Palakkad on 27th November in association with the College 
Nature Club was attended by 45 teachers from different 
schools of the district and the college. The workshop 
was inaugurated by Dr.Sr.Alice Thomas, Principal of the 
college. Dr. Jain J. Therattil of St. Aloysius College, Thrissur 
and A.K. Sivakumar led the technical and activity sessions. 

Exhibition Stall in Chaithanya Karshika Mela

The Kottayam Social Service Society organized the 
Chaithanya Karshika Mela from 26 – 30 Nov, 2014 at 
Chaithanya Pastoral Centre, Kottayam. WWF was invited 
to put up our exhibition stall and two stalls were given free 
of charge. It was a good platform to showcase our work and 
products.

Meeting at Thiruvananthapuram International Airport 
on Bird Menace

The Kerala State Biodiversity Board had convened a meeting 
of experts on addressing the issue of bird menace in and 
around the Thiruvananthapuram International Airport. 
The State Director attended the meeting and participated 
in the discussions and deliberations. The main reason 
attributed to the increasing bird menace is connected to 
careless waste disposal since there is no municipal solid 
waste management system in place in the Capital City 
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now. The State Director shared the photographs of waste 
dumping, especially fish waste dumped along the Chackai 
ITI – All Saints College stretch. 

International Symposium MECOS 2 at Kochi

The Marine Biological Association of India (MBAI) 
organized the international symposium ‘Marine Ecosystems 
– Challenges and Opportunities’ at Dream Hotel, Kochi 
from 2-4 December, 2014. The State Director attended 
the symposium along with Mr. Vinod Malayilethu, Senior 
Co-ordinator, Marine Programme and contributed in the 
discussions and deliberations. WWF was also invited to 
put up an exhibition stall in the symposium venue along 
with other similar organizations working in the coastal and 
marine sector. 

Indian Biodiversity Congress 2014 in Chennai

The Third Indian Biodiversity Congress organized by 
CISSA, CPREEC and Navdanya was held at SRM University, 
Chennai from 18-20 December, 2014. The State Director 
attended the congress and contributed to the discussions 
and deliberations. The technical paper on ‘Carbon 
Sequestration Capacity of the Mangrove Ecosystem of 
Kannur District of Kerala and its Comparison at Ecosystem 
and Species level’ was accepted for oral presentation in the 
Congress. WWF was also given an exhibition stall in the 
venue itself free of cost. 

Teachers Training Workshop at Kollam 

The Teachers Training Workshop held at Public Library 
Hall, Kollam on 4th December 2014 was attended by 
28 Teachers from different schools of the district. The 
workshop was inaugurated by Sri.S.Santhosh Kumar, 
ACF (Social Forestry), Kollam. Sri.S.Radhakrishnan, Dy. 

Director (Wildlife Education) of Kerala Forests & Wildlife 
Department and A.K.Sivakumar led the technical and 
activity sessions. 

Workshop on Conservation Challenges and Initiatives 
for the Western Ghats

A single day workshop on ‘Conservation Challenges 
and Initiatives for the Western Ghats’ was conducted 
by WWF-India, Kerala State Office in association with 
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Marian College, Kuttikkanam on 10th December 2014 at 
the college. The workshop was inaugurated by Fr. Ruban J. 
Thannikkal, Manager of the college. The technical sessions 
on ‘Conservation of Western Ghats’ and ‘Human Animal 
Conflict’ was led by Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese and Sri.
PA Vinayan, from WWF-India. An interactive ‘Quiz on 
Wildlife’ was led by Sri. A.K.Sivakumar in the afternoon 
session.

Following the workshop, on the second day, a Teachers 
Training Workshop on ‘Education for Sustainable 
Development’ was held at the same venue on 11th December 
2014. The workshop witnessed the active participation 
of 48 Teachers from different schools of the district. The 
workshop was inaugurated by Sri. M.T. Thomas, President 
of Idukki District Panchayat in a session presided over 
by Fr. Ruban J. Thannikkal. Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese 
introduced the workshop, organizers and supporters. 
Br.Sarat Thomas of Marian College delivered the welcome 
speech and Sri.N. Ravindran, Coordinator, WWF-India 
NCIs proposed the vote of thanks. The technical sessions 
were led by Renjan Mathew Varghese and A.K.Sivakumar. 

Class on Geoinformation Technology in NRM at Kochi

The State Director was invited to give a guest lecture on 
the topic of ‘Fundamentals of Geoinformation Technology 
and its Applications in the field of Natural Resource 
Management’ in the training organized by CGIT at Rajagiri 
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, Kochi on 13 
December, 2014

Sustainable Development Congress in Kottayam

People’s Forum for Sustainable Development in association 
with others organized Kerala’s First Sustainable 
Development Congress in Kottayam from 13-14 December, 
2014. WWF was specially invited to attend the seminar 
and put up our exhibition stall. Mr. Visanth, Volunteer 
represented WWF-India in the event. 

Translation of Posters on 'Fishes of Chalakudy'

Under the Sustainable Livelihoods and Governance 
programme being carried out in the South Western Ghats 
Landscape, a new initiative has been launched to look 
at the sustainability aspects of the fishery resources of 
Athirappilly – Vazhachal area. A workshop in this regard 
was organized on 30 December, 2014 and the posters in 
English were translated into the vernacular language i.e. 
Malayalam, printed and used in the workshop.


