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The recent heavy flooding witnessed by Kerala has taught 
us many lessons, primarily that we need to care for nature, 
or otherwise, if she was to turn against us, we would not be 
able to withstand it inspite of all our wisdom, logic, money, 
material and manpower. We received very heavy rainfall 
within few hours. Dams which could have held this additional 
water was almost full from the earlier day’s rainfall. Hence the 
Government was compelled to open up almost all the dams in 
the State at the same time with no other options. Otherwise we 
would never consider opening up our dam shutters and let the 
waters go because of our heavy dependence on hydroelectric 
projects to meet the ever increasing energy requirements of 
the State. When the dam shutters were opened and the water 
flowed down, it overflowed the canals and went into all other 
areas. Our paddy fields and other wetlands which should have 
acted as flood buffers have already been converted for other 
purposes. With very high population and tenement density, 
Kerala really took the brunt of the flood waters resulting in 
loss of around 300+ lives, damage to property and livelihoods 
worth Rs 40,000 crores and many much more which went 
unaccounted for. But on the other hand, this tragedy also 
brought out some great experiences from different parts of 
the State. Thiruvananthapuram, which was least affected, 
and being the State Capital, really stepped up to the need and 
under the able guidance of the District Collector, we could 
mobilise man, machinery, materials and money to help the 
affected people. Keeping aside political, religious and social 
status differences, people came together to share food and 
accommodation to help and support each other in this time of 
distress. Once the floodwaters settled down and we took stock, 
it was a time to rededicate ourselves to rebuild a new Kerala. 
The impact of the flood on our land and water ecosystem is 
immense. WWF is partnering with Kerala State Biodiversity 
Board to analyse and understand the impact of flood on 
biodiversity, which will mainly be carried out through the 
Biodiversity Management Committees which will be supported 
by a pool of experts available across the State at individual and 
institutional level. WWF is also gearing up to carry out a major 
project on the rivers of Kerala. Even though we many a times 

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

Back from the brink: the global effort to save 
corals from climate change

As an ocean early warning system, coral reefs have been 
sounding the alarm for years. They have been bleached white 

by marine heat waves and killed off en masse by a combination 
of factors including pollution, overfishing, acidification and 
climate change. But now Scientists in Florida, and other 
tropical locations worldwide, are attempting to stop the rot 
by creating “coral nurseries” in which young populations can 
be raised in controlled conditions before being planted on 
denuded reefs. Off the southern tip of Florida, a sprawling 
marine farming operation has been established in which 
corals are painstakingly grown on anchored fibreglass trees 
and then planted on the barrier reef. The Coral Restoration 

proudly claim that we have 44 rivers in Kerala, study carried 
out by Centre for Science and Environment clearly brings out 
the disturbing fact that all the 44 rivers are polluted beyond 
acceptable limits. In this background, in line with the earlier 
assessment carried out by WWF-International titled ‘World’s 
Top Ten Rivers at Risk’, we have prepared a two year project 
proposal titled ‘Kerala’s Top Ten Rivers at Risk’. Under the 
project, we envisage to carry out a preliminary assessment of 
the 44 rivers in Kerala based on some selected parameters like 
pollution, invasive alien species, over-extraction, construction 
etc. and come out with a list of the top ten rivers at risk. A 
more in-depth assessment would be carried out for these 10 
rivers and comprehensive assessment carried out for 3 selected 
rivers including formulation of River Restoration Plans and 
Programs on a participatory approach. This year, we observed 
Wildlife Week with two impactful programmes at Kattakada 
Christian College, Thiruvananthapuram and Catholicate 
College, Pathanamthitta. As in previous years, we have rolled 
out the WIPRO earthian programme in the State, but this time, 
only in Thiruvananthapuram. The workshop in this regard 
for the students and teachers from the participating schools 
were organized with technical sessions on Sustainability 
of Water and Biodiversity and also explaining to them the 
framework of the earthian programme. The teams from the 
participating schools will now develop relevant projects with 
local significance. In September, we were able to organize the 
City-level of the Wild Wisdom Quiz in Thiruvananthapuram. 
The school level top-scorers formed the school teams for the 
junior and middle category and around 35-40 schools from 
across Kerala convened for the City-level in the Capital City 
with initial written elimination rounds and the actual quiz with 
the finalists 5 teams. The awareness and outreach programmes 
targeting the local schools under the project Marine Turtle 
Conservation in Kerala is also progressing well. We hope that 
these programmes will really gear up the local people and the 
Volunteers of the Local Marine Turtle Conservation Groups for 
enhanced protection of the gentle Turtles as the next nesting 
season is fact approaching.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director

GLOBAL
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Picking out silent ghosts in the deep

Ghost nets can kill marine wildlife, including vulnerable 
species, and destroy the benthic ecosystems that exist at 
the lowest level of a body of water. The problem has been 
worsening with the global expansion in fishing operations, 
and the availability of more durable gear. Ghost nets are 
classified under Abandoned, Lost or otherwise Discarded 
Fishing Gear (ALDFG), which includes lines, traps, hooks, 
dredges and buoys. High quality synthetic nets can last 
in the oceans for centuries, and lead to micro-plastic 
ingestion by aquatic life. The United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), in a 2009 study titled ‘Abandoned, 
Lost or Otherwise Discarded Fishing Gear’, states that 
almost 6,40,000 tonnes of all fishing gear (approximately 
10% of the total usage) is lost or discarded in our oceans 
annually, in bad weather or when nets get stuck to the rocky 
bottom. A 2010 Marine Fisheries Census by the Central 
Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) said there 
were about 1,30,000 gillnets and drift nets in operation 
in India. Diving to depths of 30-50m, Ms. Jagannathan, 
CEO of Puducherry based Temple Reef Foundation (TRF), 
helps contain a growing and insufficiently studied threat to 
marine ecosystems. The Maharashtra Tourism Development 
Corporation’s Indian Institute of Scuba Diving and Aquatic 
Sports (IISDAS) has removed nets covering an area of 0.2 
sq.km. from the bottom of the sea near Sindhudurg, after 
about 800 hours of scuba diving. Similarly, a retrieval drive 

Foundation has increased the replanting of corals as the 
situation has deteriorated, and the Foundation’s underwater 
trees are becoming sought-after items for stressed reefs 
around the world (Source: The Guardian, 26 September 
2018).

UK pledges £2.1m to save Asian Tigers and African 
Chimpanzees

UK’s International Development Secretary has announced 
funding to help protect Sumatran Tigers and West African 
Chimpanzees. It is estimated that only 400-500 Tigers are 
left in Indonesia as their forest habitats disappear, while in 
Liberia the illegal wildlife trade and loss of habitat threatens 
the survival of the Chimpanzee. UK aid to the Partnerships 
for Forests programme is designed to help create sustainable 
jobs and livelihoods for local communities in parts of Africa 
and south-east Asia, the Government says. The plan is to 
provide them with a financial alternative to hunting wildlife 
and clearing the forests which are essential for the long-term 
survival of many species. Tanya Steele, Chief Executive of the 
conservation group WWF, said: “We don’t have to choose 
between helping people and saving our wildlife. Projects like 
this show UK aid can be used to help the world’s poorest 
people and save some of our most threatened species, like 
the Sumatran Tiger and Sumatran Elephant” (Source: The 
Guardian, 21 September 2018). 

in March by Thiruvananthapuram based NGO Friends of 
Marine Life collected 400 kgs of ghost nets in 90 minutes 
from several places off the coast of the Kerala Capital. 
(Source: The Hindu, 7 October 2018) 

Eastern Ghats face loss of forest cover, endemic 
plants

The Eastern Ghats spread across Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu has lost almost 16% of its 
forest area over a span of 100 years, a recently published 
study says. Researchers from the University of Hyderabad 
studied historical maps and satellite images from 1920 to 
2015 to understand the changes in land use and land cover. 
The forest cover, which was 43.4% of the total geographical 
area in 1920, has reduced drastically to 27.5% in 2015. 
Over the years, about 8% of forest area was converted into 
agricultural fields, while about 4% converted into scrub or 
grassland. They also found that the number of patches of 
land had increased indicating fragmentation. In 1920, there 
were about 1,379 patches which kept steadily increasing 
over the years reaching a whopping number of 9,457 in 
2015. (Source: The Hindu, 6 October 2018)

STATE

Water in Killi contaminated

The high levels of contamination in the Killi River has once 
again been emphasised by the examination of water samples 
collected from various places. The samples were collected 
by Thiruvananthapuram Corporation from 16 different 
locations along the river and were found to contain high 
levels of septage. (Source: The Hindu, 30 September 2018)

Mayor calls for post-flood analysis of biodiversity

Mayor of Kochi, Ms. Soumini Jain has called for detailed 
surveys on the status of biodiversity after the recent floods. 
The flooding the State has experienced demands a fresh look 
into biodiversity conservation plans proposed in the City. 
Biodiversity conservation action plans should be developed 
after assessing the impact of floods, she suggested at 
the Steering Committee Meeting of INTERACT-Bio, the 
integrated sub-national action for biodiversity programme 
proposed for the City, held in New Delhi. Ms. Jain also 
highlighted the significance of mangroves and backwater 
canals in the City and advocated the need to establish 
mangrove nurseries and canal restoration programmes. 
(Source: The Hindu, 21 September 2018).

Kerala’s first Community Reserve cries for revival

The Kadalundi-Vallikkunnu Community Reserve, the State’s 
first Community Reserve with a unique estuarial ecosystem, 
is in bad shape as none cares for it. The initial interest shown 
by the Government and people in conserving the mangroves 
and mudflats of Kadalundi when the concept of Community 
Reserve was launched in 2017 no longer exists. Nothing 
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EXPERT TALK

SPECIES OF THE ISSUE

Neelakurinji 
(Strobilanthes kunthianum)

It is a shrub that is found in the shola forests of the Western 
Ghats in South India. Kurinji grows at an altitude of 1300 to 
2400 metres. The plant is usually 30 to 60 cm high. Nilgiri 
Hills, which literally means the blue mountains, got their 
name from the purplish blue flowers of Neelakurinji that 
blossoms only once in 12 years.

visible has been done for the Community Reserve in the last 
few years. Moreover, a Master Plan prepared for the facility 
has been apparently dumped. Unabated dumping of waste 
in the ecologically fragile estuary continues to be the biggest 
menace for the Community Reserve. Some boards warning 
against dumping of waste at the Community Reserve have 
long disappeared. Major changes have taken place in the 
mangrove and mudflat ecosystems of Kadalundi of late. 
This does not augur well for both the Community Reserve 
and thousands of migratory birds reaching the estuarial 
mudflats for annual summering. (Source: The Hindu, 7 
October 2018) 

Heavy rains and floods in Kerala
Kerala usually receives its share of rainfall during the South 
West Monsoon in the months of June – July, North East 
Monsoons in October – November and the Summer Showers 
during April – May. Rainfall in August is rather unusual. But 
this time; in the second week of August, Kerala started to get 
rains all across the State. Most people took this as normal as 
change in intensity and timing of rainfall has been on and off 
in the recent past which was attributed to climate change. 
But IMD came out with the news that the rains were because 
of a low pressure system developed over the Bay of Bengal. 
The rains continued and it changed from normal rains to 

heavy rains and then to very heavy rains and that too all 
across the State. Initially everybody was excited thinking that 
the State is receiving more than the rainfall it gets normally 
in the year and with the increased inflow of water from the 
catchment areas into the few large and many small dams in 
the State, this would lead to an increased power production 
in the State as the major share of Kerala’s electricity demand 
is met from hydroelectric power projects. With the largest 
Idukki Arch Dam having a storage capacity of 2403m, and 
with many other dams spread across the State everybody 
thought that these water could be stored and used for the 
benefit of the State and its people. But when the rains kept 
on coming, day after day, concern arose in the minds of the 
people. Earlier, there were vast extents of wetlands in the 
State, both in the rural and urban areas, which could take in 
this excess water. Land being one of the scarce commodity in 
the State, most of these wetlands, mainly urban, have been 
filled in and converted for other purposes. Thus the State 
has lost most of its flood plains. The sand for filling these 
wetlands came through razing down lateritic hillocks which 
would have otherwise acted as sponges to store up much 
water with their many micropores. With such extensive 
loss of wetlands, slight increase in the normal rainfall easily 
leads to water logging in the State, which people are rather 
used to. But not to floods. The last major flood in Kerala was 
in 1924 and most of the people who have experienced that 
are now with us now. 

Idukki Dam was fast filling up. The fact is that most of the dams 
are really silted up and subsequently its actual water holding 
capacity must be very less than estimated. No desilting of 
dams are happening citing technical and environmental 
reasons. Mullaperiyar Dam which is still upstream also was 
inching towards its maximum holding capacity of 142 feet 
and then it opened its shutters and that water also directly 
flowed to Idukki Dam. Opening the shutters of Idukki Arch 
Dam was an unheard phenomenon. But with the water level 
rising alarmingly every day with the very heavy rains in the 
catchment and the resultant increased inflow of water and 
then the waters from Mullaperiyar also reaching Idukki 
Dam, the State geared up and held trial runs for opening 
up the dam shutters. People were so excited at this event, 
many people from near and far flocked to the dam site to 
witness this unusual event, take photographs and selfies and 
share it with others. The opening up of the dam shutters was 
received with large cheers from the people.

Because most of these dams have not been opened for 
the last 25 – 30 years, natural clogging of the waterway 
downstream with sand deposits and grass and trees growing 
and establishing there, and encroachments and setting 
up temporary constructions were rampant. Necessary 
manpower and machinery was deployed to clear up these 
obstacles to ensure that, if at all the dams are opened, the 
water will flow down freely and ultimately reach the Sea in 
Kochi through Periyar.

The rains continued to pour and hence with each passing day 
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the dam shutters were opened more and more letting out 
lakhs of litres of water every second. With the very bad spate 
of our rivers and wetlands, it was absolutely impossible to 
hold the water within its limits. 

Kerala standing second in the country next to West Bengal 
with regard to population density, has a very high tenement 
density too. With many Keralites settled abroad in the 
Middle East and the US and UK, money pours in heavily 
and most of this goes in as dead investment into real estate. 
Constructions are rampant in the State with houses, villas 
and high rise apartment complexes popping up across the 
State. There are no scientific construction and building 
codes except for the PWD Manual which lays down some 
specifications which is never enforced. 

There is absolutely no proper municipal solid waste 
management system in the State and in most of the places; 
people take the easy route of dumping any type of waste, be 
it from households or from markets or even from slaughter 
houses, into the nearby water bodies. With the increased 
use of plastics in our daily life in various forms, plastic 
waste, especially water bottles, have really clogged our 
waterways. With our consumeristic lifestyle, in which we get 
all products from around the world in our local market at a 
wide price range, we now do not repair and use anything, 
we have moved to the use and throw culture which has 
again aggravated the situation of dumping of unsegregated 
waste resulting in clogging of water bodies. Kerala occupies 
a prominent position in the list of top liquor consumers. 
People after consuming liquor just disposes the bottles on 
roadsides. The plastic bottles are collected by the waste 
pickers whereas the major share of glass bottles which is not 
in demand as they are not reused or recycled finally reaches 
our water bodies. 

As the rains continued to days and weeks and the dam 
shutters were kept open; most parts of Central Kerala 
extending from Pathanamthitta to Thrissur started to go 
under water. Initially the rivers overflowed which came 
onto the fields then onto the roads ultimately into the 
house compound and finally into the houses. Since Kerala 
had not witnessed such a flood in the past many years, the 
State Administration and the State Disaster Management 
Authority was also caught unprepared for dealing with such 
a situation. People showed over confidence that the rains 
would stop and the dam shutters would be closed and that 
the waters would not rise inside their homes. Hence many 
people were unprepared. Finally when the waters started 
coming into their homes, first they climbed onto beds and 
sofas and when the waters reached there also, they moved 
onto the first floors and subsequently to the terrace. Inspite 
of this drastic condition many people were unwilling to leave 
their houses and be rescued on boats and air lifted to rescue 
shelters. 

But once the waters really started to rise, fortunately the 
Capital City of Thiruvananthapuram was less affected, the 
State Administration and the Thiruvananthapuram District 

Administration started moving things on a war footing. 
People were evacuated, the army and the National Disaster 
Response Force was called in for rescue an relief operations, 
the State rescue and relief operations was shared by the 
Revenue and the Police Department and Fishermen from 
Thiruvananthapuram and Kollam, along with their fishing 
boats, were transported on lorries to the submerged areas 
for mobilising rescue of stranded people. Relief material 
poured in to the different collection centres opened in 
various locations in Thiruvananthapuram from where 
volunteers sorted it and dispatched it to the needy areas.

The floods have wreaked havoc on the State, but everyone 
with one voice says…. the disaster has brought the people 
together and together we will overcome this.  

CHILDREN’S CORNER

T I G K J G H X W T J C B J T

A B E F X C T B O K F G K O W

C K R I C G J I C U L D T V Z

U X T S O U R K J I M A L F G

F B J U C T N X U N B X V C W

O K U W V D A L F A K I J D B

J G T L Q B T N A L G W Y U O

B D X H Y J I O Z C N T X K F

Find the sentence: TIGER IS OUR NATIONAL ANIMAL 

ACTIVITIES OF WWF-INDIA  
KERALA STATE OFFICE

KSBB Meeting on recent Floods in Kerala and its 
impact on biodiversity

The Kerala State Biodiversity Board convened a meeting of 
the experts in the State to discuss about the recent floods in 
Kerala and its impact on biodiversity. The meeting was held 
at Govt. Guest House on 4th September 2018. WWF-India 
was represented by the State Director and Ms. Anu, VEP Co-
ordinator. They took active participation in the discussions 
and deliberations. Later on, the Field Data Collection 
Sheet shared during the meeting was thoroughly reviewed, 
reworked and resubmitted to KSBB for perusal. 

Marine Turtle Conservation in Kerala

The project is progressing well as we are nearing the next 
nesting season from November 2018 to March 2019. The 
State Director convened a meeting of the Local Marine 
Turtle Conservation Groups (LMTCGs) at Chavakkad at 
the residence of Mr. Saidu Mohammed of Surya Club. 
Representatives of all the 4 LMTCGs were present. The 
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progress of the project was discussed and the plan to 
complete the pending work by October end was charted out. 

The Capacity-building Workshop as part of the project was 
organized at Chavakkad on Sunday 23rd September 2018. 
The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Jayamadhavan, 
ACF, Social Forestry. Around 40 volunteers attended the 
workshop which was led by the State Director. After the 
initial presentation, the workshop witnessed some really 
good open discussions which was a really good learning and 
sharing experience.

This was followed by the Outreach Programmes organized by 
WWF and Surya Club in the different schools in and around 
Chavakkad from 24 – 26 September, 2018. Five programmes 
were organized in five schools during these 3 days which was 
attended by around 450 participants. Each programme was 
inaugurated by the representative of the LSGI in the meeting 
presided over by the Principal/ Headmaster/ Headmistress 
of the school. The technical sessions were led by the State 
Director and Mr. Murukan Pareparambil, Volunteer and 
WWF-India District Co-ordinator, Malappuram. 

The second set of awareness and outreach programmes were 
planned from 3 – 6 of October 2018. But the programmes 
could be organized only from 3 – 4 because of the likely 
heavy rains in Thrissur district and other parts of Kerala 
and the alerts declared. The outreach programmes were 
organized in association with Mahatma Arts & Sports Club 
on 3rd October in the forenoon at GVHSS, Kadappuram with 
a participation of 112 students, in the afternoon on the same 
day at GFUP School, Kadappuram with the participation 
of 58 students, interaction with the fishermen community 
organized openly in the beach at 5.30pm on the same day in 
front of the Chavakkad Lighthouse which was attended by 

26 people, interaction with the LSGI Members of Punnayoor 
Panchayat on 4th morning at 11.00am in the Panchayat 
Conference Hall with the participation of 18, school level 
programme at FOCUS Islamic EHSS, Kadappuram at 2pm 
with the participation of 182 students. WWF-India team 
consisted of the State Director and Murukan Pareparambil. 
Fahad & Muneer from Mahatma Club, Saidu Muhammed 
from Surya Club and James N J from Green Habitat were 
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also present in the programmes. Documentaries titled 
‘Nature is Speaking’ was screened in all the venues. The 
introductory general session was handled by Mr. Murukan 
and the session on Turtle Conservation by the State Director. 
The Local Marine Turtle Conservation Groups (LMTCGs) 
representatives shared their local level field experiences. 

Friday Forum 

Friday Forum, the monthly interactive platform for 
school students of Trivandrum City to come together at 
the Museum Auditorium, listen to the talk on a relevant 
environmental topic or issue from an expert and have 
open discussions and deliberations, is a joint venture with 
the Department of Museums & Zoos. The same was held 
on 7th September 2018 on the topic ‘Our Ocean & Coast – 
Challenges and Conservation Action’ which was led by Ms. 
Aneesha Ani from Friends of Marine Life, an NGO working 
in the field of marine conservation in Kerala. The theme 
was well presented by her with the help of few wonderful 
video clippings and a multimedia presentation. The fragile 
ecosystem under the sea and the threats were revealed 
before the students. Ninety-six students participated from 
4 different schools.

Friday Forum in the month of October 2018 was conducted 
on 5th October 2018. The topic for the forum was ‘Urban 
Wildlife’. S. Radhakrishnan, Deputy Director (Wildlife 
Education) (retd.), Kerala Forests & Wildlife Department 
was the expert who interacted with the students on the 
importance of forests and wildlife, especially Urban Wildlife. 
One hundred and twenty one students along with 4 Teachers 
attended.

Wild Wisdom Quiz 2018 School & City Level 

Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, Kerala State Office 
was the Quiz Master for the Coimbatore City-level held at 
Coimbatore on Monday 3rd September 2018.

The Thiruvananthapuram City-level Quiz was held at 
St. Mary’s School, Pattom on Sunday, 16th September 
2018. Being the 11th edition, the competition witnessed 
considerably good participation of around 24 school teams 
in the Junior Category (classes 3 - 5) and 26 teams in the 
Middle Category (classes 6 - 8) inspite of all the issues in the 
background of the devastating floods which ravaged Kerala 
in the month of August. With around 100 students plus their 
parents and accompanying Teacher-in-charge, the School 
Auditorium was full right from morning 9.00am onwards.
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The Quiz Master of the day was Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director of WWF-India. Mr. A.K.Sivakumar, Senior 
Education Officer of WWF-India gave the introductory 
remarks. The Junior Category Quiz was conducted from 
10.30am to 1.00pm with the initial preliminary written 
round attended by all teams and the actual quiz by the 
5 toppers from the preliminary round. Diya V.S. and 
Marwa Sajjaad from Christ Nagar International School 
emerged the winners in this category with Priansh Nair 
and Sradha Lin Ajay from Bhavans Vidya Mandir at Eroor 
and Nakul Dinakar & Kishan Sivadas from Loyola School, 
Thiruvananthapuram bagging the second and third 
positions respectively. Mr. Tharun Kumar, Regional Officer 
of CBSE Thiruvananthapuram Region addressed the teams 
and others present and gave away the prizes to the winners 
including the Panda trophies, medals and books.

In the Middle Category Quiz conducted from 1.30 to 4.00pm, 
Jeremiah Mathew Darvy & Adithya Krishna A.K. from 
Vimala Public School, Thodupuzha emerged the winners 
with Krishnarpith N. & Sravan Sankar of Bhavans Varuna 
Vidyalaya, Thrikkakara and Abel T. Rinosh & Adithya 
Kishor from Loyola School, Thiruvananthapuram coming in 
the second and third positions. Fr. John CC, Principal, St. 
Mary’s School addressed the gathering in the afternoon and 
gave away the prizes. WWF Staff, Volunteers and Student 
Volunteers from the NSS Unit of St Mary’s School under the 
able leadership of Mr. Leju P. Thomas took care of all the 
logistics.

Ozone Day 

The State Director was invited as the Chief Guest for the 
observation of the International Day for the Protection of 
the Ozone Layer organized by the Dept. of Environmental 
Sciences, All Saints College, Thiruvananthapuram on 
Tuesday, 18th September 2018. The State Director delivered 
the lead talk titled ‘Montreal Protocol and the SDGs’.

Marine Turtle Nesting Sites – Representation to 
KCZMA

Dept. of Environment and Climate Change also holds the 
portfolio of Kerala Coastal Zone Management Authority. 
Knowing our work on Marine Turtles along the Kerala Coast, 
the Officer-in-charge of KCZMA requested us to submit a 
formal representation to KCZMA giving details of the Marine 
Turtle nesting sites along the Kerala Coast with geographical 
co-ordinates and highlighting their significance, threats 
faced etc. and requesting to give protection status. The 
same has been prepared and submitted to KCZMA for 
consideration.

Wildlife Week 2018 

Kerala State Office become part of Wildlife Week 2018 by 
collaborating with two colleges namely Christian College, 
Kattakkadda and Catholicate College, Pathanamthitta. In 
Christian College, Kattakkada, Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director inaugurated the event and delivered a thought 
provoking talk on Wildlife with a multimedia presentation. 

“Home - Our Garden of Eden”, a documentary of 24 minutes 
duration by Suresh Elamon which details the immense 
urban biodiversity of Thiruvananthapuram City also was 
screened in the forenoon session. In the afternoon session, 
A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer conducted a quiz 
on Wildlife with five rounds including visuals. Installation 
of five bird baths prepared by the students using flat earthen 
vessels was also undertaken within the college campus. 
About 120 students attended the programme. 

In the observation of the Wildlife Week at Catholicate College, 
Pathanamthitta, following the formal inaugural session, 
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Shameena led a session on Urban Wildlife and Anushreedha 
led another session on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) which 
is a major threat to wildlife. The action component of the 
same was identification and eradication of IAS from the 
campus and the participants did it well. In the post lunch 
session, Shameena and Anushreedha together mastered 
a Wildlife Quiz which turned out to be a great interactive 
learning experience for the students. 153 students attended 
the programme from various disciplines.

Workshop on the WIPRO earthian Sustainability 
Education Program 2018

Orientation Workshop for School Teachers and students 
was conducted on 24th October 2018 at Trivandrum Hotel 
adjacent to Govt. Secretariat at Statue Junction. Twenty-
three students, sixteen Teachers, six Volunteers, four WWF-
India State Office personnel and one Official from CPREEC 
attended the workshop. The technical sessions were led by 
Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director, A.K.Sivakumar, 
Senior Education Officer and Mr. U.T Arasu from CPREEC, 
Chennai. In the post lunch session, an introduction to One 
Planet Academy was led by Anushreedha Sivanandan, 
Intern for VEP. Ms. Veena M. and Mr. Ratheesh K., 
Volunteers facilitated the discussion sessions and managed 
the logistical arrangements. 


