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In the month of March, the usual Asian Waterfowl Census 
took a new dimension with the Social Forestry Division of 
the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department stepping in 
to facilitate and co-ordinate the event across Kerala with 
the association of various local NGOs with the long term 
objective to compiling the data about water birds in Kerala 
and their major habitats, analyse and understand the major 
changes for better or worse and step up conservation and 
protection efforts. WWF was also part of the initiative and 
we were assigned the wetlands in and around Pathanamthitta 
including the controversial site for the proposed Aranmula 
International Airport. Our team of experts and volunteers 
carried out the field level survey and compiled the data and 
information into a final report and submitted the same to 
KFD. WWF observed World Sparrow Day this year also, but 
with a different approach. Cost-effective sparrow nests were 
fabricated using cardboard sheets. Markings along the folding 
edges were made and the necessary openings created to make 
it easy for the end user. On the day of World Sparrow Day, 
interactive games were arranged to engage the early morning 
walkers in the Thiruvananthapuram Museum and Zoo 
Compound and the winners of the various games were gifted 
with the sparrow nests. As in previous years, Earth Hour 2014 
was observed with major events in Thiruvananthapuram and 
Kochi. In Thiruvananthapuram, many sub activities were 
organized to interact with the public like sticker distribution 
with awareness messages, interactive games and CFLs as 
prizes, talks etc. The Earth Hour Ambassador for 2014 was 
Sri. Suresh Gopi and his presence gave a big boost to the 
main event on the day at Gandhi Park, East Fort enriched 
with magic show on energy conservation and musical band 
performance. KSEB and EMC associated with WWF in 
observing Earth Hour this year also by providing 5000 CFLs 
for free distribution to the economically backward sections of 
the society. The beneficiaries will be identified and the CFL 
distribution launch and subsequent events will be planned in 
the subsequent months. We were invited to deliver talks on 
general and specific topics in various seminars, workshops, 
conferences and symposiums organized across the State by 
different individuals and institutions. We hope that the seeds 
sown through such extension programmes will fall on good 
soil and sprout and bring forth good and responsible citizens 
of tomorrow who will give priority to nature and environment 

when planning their development agenda. Earth Day 2014 
was observed in the interior village areas of Neyyattinkara 
in association with AMAS with free distribution of CFLs 
as part of going beyond the hour in Earth Hour 2014. On 
the conservation front, we have completed the final report 
on the project ‘Development of Sustainable Livelihood 
Security Index for the Ramsar Site (Vembanad) of Kerala’ and 
submitted it to the supporting agency i.e. the Department of 
Environment and Climate Change, Government of Kerala. 
We hope that the output and recommendations will pave 
the way forward to ensure wise use of the wetland and its 
resources and also ensuring long term sustainability of the 
wetland dependent livelihoods of the stakeholders. We have 
already started thinking independently to come forward 
with priority projects which are the need of the hour with 
regard to the Vembanad Lake like looking at the inter linkages 
between the growing population of Little Cormorants in the 
lake, its voracious feeding habit on fishes and the livelihood 
of the fishermen community and also another project linking 
livelihoods with climate change adaptation. We are almost 
completing the ongoing project on ‘Preparation of a Position 
Paper on Climate Change in Kerala’ for the Government of 
Kerala. We have completed the interaction with the various 
experts, institutional visits, secondary data compilation and 
such related activities. We are still waiting for the sectoral 
papers that have been invited from experts. We plan to 
compile all the data and information, hold the closed group 
expert consultation with few selected stakeholders and come 
out with the final position paper by June - July. The project 
on ‘Landuse/ Landform alterations due to Laterite Mining and 
Quarrying in Kerala and its environmental impacts’ is also 
moving forward where we have started a new association 
with Geovin Solutions based in Thiruvananthapuram itself 
to take forward the work component on GIS and Remote 
Sensing. For our work to be more streamlined and to make 
it more effective and efficient, we had a very constructive 
3 days brainstorming session internally in the office led by 
Dr. Diwakar Sharma and we have come out with the three 
year conservation strategy for KLSO outlining the priority 
themes to be addressed specific to Kerala, its goals, objectives, 
indicators and activities.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director

IMPORTANT NEWS ON  
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURE

GLOBAL

Warming worsens hunger problems: U.N.

A warmer world will push food prices higher, trigger 
“hotspots of hunger” among the world’s poorest people, 
and put the crunch on Western delights like fine wine 

and robust coffee, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) concluded in a 32-volume report issued. 
“We’re facing the spectre of reduced yields in some of the 
key crops that feed humanity,” Panel Chairman Rajendra 
Pachauri said. Even though heat and carbon dioxide are 
often considered good for plants, the overall effect of 
various aspects of man-made warming is that, it will 
reduce food production, the report said. Food prices are 
likely to go up somewhere in a wide range of three per cent 
to 84 percent by 2050 just because of climate change, the 
report said. (Source: The Hindu, April1 2014)
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NATIONAL

STATE

Palakkad bears brunt of searing heat

With temperatures hovering around 41 degree Celsius for 
few days, 25 cases of sunburn have been reported from 
different parts of the district. The highest temperature of 
this season was recorded at IRTC, Mundur, near Palakkad 
town, at 41 degree Celsius on March 20. On 19th too, the 
maximum temperature recorded at Mundur was 41 degrees 
Celsius, while the minimum was 24 degree Celsius. 
(Source: The Hindu, March 21, 2014)

Marine ESAs to be documented near 
Thiruvananthapuram shore

The Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) is preparing 
a list of ecologically sensitive areas (ESAs) in the near 
shore region of Thiruvananthapuram, under a pilot project 

National plan for shark protection

India is in the final stages of preparing a National Plan 
of Action (NPOA) for Conservation of Sharks that will be 
integrated with similar plans drawn up by other countries 
in the Bay of Bengal region. Protecting stakeholder interests 
will be a priority for the NPOA, according to Y.S. Yadava, 
Director, Bay of Bengal Programme, Inter-Governmental 
Organisation (BOBP-IGO). Talking on the sidelines of the 
first National Mission Meeting on Conservation of Shark 
Species held at Thiruvananthapuram, Dr Yadava said the 
Management Plan for India would be based on sustainable 
harvesting of sharks. (Source: The Hindu, April 14, 2014)

21 Pygmy hog nests found in Manas National Park

A survey conducted by the Assam Forest Department in 
the Manas National Park (MNP) has detected an estimated 
21 nests of the critically-endangered Pygmy hog (Porcula 
salvania). The nests of Pygmy hog — the smallest 
and rarest wild pig — were found in three separate 
locations. The survey also found pellets of the Hispid 
Hare (Caprolagus hispidus) in almost all of 17 camp site 
locations, where the study was conducted for grassland 
species from March 18 to March 22. “The finding of the 
survey is highly encouraging as the number of Pygmy hogs 
was thought to be declining in number at the Park. Both 
Pygmy hog and Hispid Hare are Schedule I species. The 
Pygmy hog nests were live with indications of activities of 
this highly-endangered species, including droppings of the 
species,” said Dr. Ghosh, who was also a member of the 
survey team. Schedule I and Schedule II species are given 
absolute protection under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 
and offences against them attract heavy penalties. (Source: 
The Hindu, March 24, 2014)

ChIlDREN’S CORNER
Explore the biodiversity around you….

Every year 22nd of May is being observed worldwide as 
International Day for Biodiversity. The best way to observe 
this day by each one is by preparing a Biodiversity Register 
of your homestead. All that you needs is minimum 30 
minutes per day for a week, pencil, sketch pens, markers, 
chart sheets and your investigative mind with keen 
observation. What to do……… 

•	 Make	 a	 graphical	 representation	 of	 your	 homestead	
including home on a big chart sheet 

•	 Observe	 all	 possible	 life	 forms	 in	 and	 around	 your	
homestead and represent on the chart with its picture/
name. Eg. If you find a Wall Gecko on the wall of your 
living room, draw/ write Gecko on the chart where 
living rooms boundary falls. If you find a Crow on the 
mango tree of your premises, both the Mango Tree and 
Crow can be marked. So represent each and every life 
form on the chart sheet. 

•	 Make	it	a	complete	picture	by	one	week’s	time	spending	
morning, noon, evening and night slots.

to document the underwater ecosystem and traditional 
knowledge systems of fishermen. The Marine Biodiversity 
Mapping Programme has been initiated off a 20-km stretch 
of the coast from Valiathura to Puthukurichy. KSBB has 
joined hands with Protsahan, an NGO working among 
fishermen, to demarcate the ecologically sensitive marine 
areas, identify the vulnerable habitats and formulate 
ecosystem based fishing management policies. Protsahan 
has identified 50 natural reefs that are ecologically sensitive 
and host a variety of underwater species. A detailed map 
of 14 major reefs along with their depth and location has 
been submitted to KSBB. As many as six new species were 
also recorded in the study area. (Source: The Hindu, March 
31, 2014)

Plan to acquire estate dropped

The Forest Department has dropped its plan to acquire the 
1,400-acre Bonacaud Estate and attach it to the Peppara 
Wildlife Sanctuary. It had earlier suggested that the near-
abandoned Estate be attached to the Sanctuary in lieu of 
the forestland that would be submerged when the water 
storage level of the Peppara Dam would be raised by 
three metres. Instead of attaching the Estate, the Forest 
Department would ‘ensure that the land use pattern of 
the estate remained unchanged.’ The raising of the water 
level had been proposed to address the increasing drinking 
water needs of Thiruvananthapuram City. The decision 
had triggered a debate in the State as the move would entail 
the submergence of around 100 hectares of forest and the 
loss of nearly 50,000 trees. Also, some islands would also 
go under water. (Source: The Hindu, March 18, 2014)
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SPECIES Of ThE ISSUE

hnjp-¸£n 
Indian Cuckoo, Cuculus micropterus

tIc-f-¯nsâ \m«n³]p-d-§-fnepw h\-§-fnepw aäp-h-\-t¯m-
S-Sp¯ {]tZ-i-§-fnepw I≠p-h-cp¶ Hcp tZim-S-\-¸-£n-
bmWv hnjp-¸£n F¶v \½Ä hnfn-¡p¶ Indian Cuckoo. 
lnam-e-b-§-fnepw aäp hS¡p Ing-¡³ kwØm-\-§-fnepw 
{]P-\\w \S-¯p¶ Cu ]£n th\Â¡m-e-§-fn-emWv Chn-

sS-bp-≠m-hp-I, {][m-\-
ambpw hnjp-¡m-e-¯v. 
AXn-\m-emWv hnjp-
¸£n F¶ t]cp-In-«n-
b-Xv. t\cn«p ImWm³ 
A{X- F-fp-¸-a-sÃ-
¦nepw i_vZw sIm≠v 
\s½ BIÀjn-¡p¶ 
Ch-bpsS {]tXy-
IXbmÀ¶ "hn¯pw 
ssIt¡m«pw' F¶ 
i_vZm-hn-jvImcw ae-
bm-fn-IÄ¡v kp]-cn-
Nn-X-am-Wv. ]pdw-`m-K-
¯n\v Xhn-«p-I-eÀ¶ 
"Nmc' \ndhpw ASn-
hiw shfp-¸p-am-Wv. ]
s£ shfp¯ ASn-h-
i¯v \ndsb Nph¶ 
Xhn-«p-\n-d-¯nÂ Ipdp-
sI-bpÅ hc-I-fp-≠v. 
Idp¯ I®p-IÄ¡v 

Hcp aª-h-e-b-hp-ap-≠v. hmensâ Ccp-h-i-§-fn-epÅ shfp-
¸p-\n-dhpw sXfnªp ImWmw.

km[m-c-W-bmbn Ce¨mÀ¯p-I-fnÂ Hfnªp Pohn-¡p-
I-bm-Wn-h-bpsS kz`m-hw. CeIÄ¡n-S-bn-epÅ {]mWn-
Ifpw ]pgp-¡fpamWn-h-bpsS {][m\ Blm-cw. lnam-e-
b-¯nÂ \n¶v ]d¶p h¶v \½psS \m«nse IoS-§sf 
\in-¸n¨v \½psS Irjnsb klm-bn-¡p-I-bmWv Ch  
sN¿p-¶-Xv. AXp-sIm-≠mhmw Ch "hnjp'hpambpw "Irjn-
'bp-am-bpsams¡ hfsc ASp¯v \½psS kwkvIm-c-t¯mSv 
C{Xbpw Cgp-In-tNÀ¶Xv. C\n-sb-t¸m-sg-¦nepw "IÅ³N-
t¡-«p, I≠mÂ an≠≠' Ft¶m "hn¯pw ssIt¡m«pw, 
A½ hc-¼¯v' Ft¶m tIÄ¡p-t¼mÄ HmÀ¡p-I... lnam-e-
b-¯nÂ \n¶pw h¶ Hcp AXnYn ASp-s¯-hn-sStbm D≠v. 

•	 Now	 quantify	 the	 markings	 group	 wise	 like	 birds,	
butterflies, reptiles, insects, trees, shrubs and so on. 

•	 Put	the	figures	to	a	table	and	understand	the	quantum	
of your friends sharing your home. 

•	 Be	 proud	 of	 the	 biodiversity	 around	 you	 and	 picture	
yourself as a custodian.

•	 Share	the	data	and	experience	with	your	friends,	family	
members and others

InWÀ shÅ¯nse D¸pckhpw  
\ndhpw amdm\pÅ hgnIÄ

tUm. tPmkv kn. dmt^Â
Sow eoUÀ, ags¸mena, XriqÀ

Xoc{]tZi¯v ØnXnsN¿p¶ \½psS \mSnsâ hnhn[ 
`mK§fnÂ InWdpIfnÂ s]mXpth FÃm Ime¯pw D¸p 
ckw ImWp¶p. F´psIm≠v CXv cq£ambn hcphm³ 
ImcWw? ImcW§Ä \nch[nbmWv. Xmsg¸dbp¶h Ah-
bnÂ NneXp am{Xw.

ho«p]d¼pIfnse sNdpIpf§Ä \mw aqSn¡fªp. ag 
¡me¯n\Sp¯v sNbvXncp¶ ImÀjnIapdIÄ CÃmXmbn. 
agshÅw a®nÂ XmgmXmbn. HmcpshÅw/D¸pshÅw Ibdm 
Xncn¡phm³ IÀjIÀ XoÀ¡p¶ NndIÄ Ipdªpt]mbn.  
AsÃ¦nÂ ]pXp¡nb No¸pIsf th≠ kab§fnÂ AS¨p 
Xpd¡msXbmbn. ss]¸neqsS hcp¶ t¢mdn\n« kÀ¡mÀ 
IpSnshÅw hcm³ XpS§nbtXmsS \mw InWdns\ ad¶p 
XpS§n. B[p\nIXbpsS XncXÅenÂ tamt«mÀ]¼v kwhn 
[m\w h¶tXmsS InWdpIfnse shÅw aª\nd¯ntem 
Nph¸p \nd¯ntem ImWpIbpw IqSpXÂ D¸pÅXmbn In-
WÀshÅw cq]m´cs¸SpIbpw sNbvXp.

Xoc{]tZi§fnÂ Nne `mK¯v InWdnsâ DÅnse 
a®nÂ Ccp¼nsâ Awiw XmcXtay\ IqSpXembXn\mÂ 
Cu Awi`mK§Ä InWÀshÅ¯nÂ Ie§n tamt«mÀ]¼v 
{]hÀ¯n¡p¶Xphgn IqSpXembn ]pdt¯¡v hcmdp≠v. 
InWdnse tamt«mÀ thsd Hcp hn\IqSn hcp¯p¶p≠v. 
s]s«¶pÅ ]¼n§mbXn\mÂ ISense D¸pshÅw 
kp\man t]mse `qan¡SnbneqsS \½psS InWdpIfnÂ 
F¯nt¨cpw. PntbmfPn hnjbw ssIImcyw sN¿p¶hÀ 
CXns\ ssl_³ Bâ v slÀkvs_ÀKv _Ôw F¶v 
hntijn¸n¡p¶p. AXmbXv Xoc{]tZi§fnÂ Hcp aoäÀ 
`qPe¯nsâ Afhv XmgpIbmsW¦nÂ ISÂ 40 aoäÀ a®n 
\SnbneqsS AIt¯¡v Ibdnhcpw. (1:40 A\p]mX¯nÂ)

]gbIme§fnÂ \mtahcpw sXm«nbpw Ibdpw D]
tbmKn¨v InWdnÂ\n¶v shÅw tImcnbncp¶p. F¶mÂ 
C¶v AXn\p]Icw FÃmhcpw tamt«mÀ]¼v h¨v InWdnse 
shÅw hen¡pt¼mÄ ISen\v Icbnte¡v ̀ qan¡SnbneqsS 
Ibdnhcphm³ Xptemw Ffp¸amIpIbpw sN¿pw. F¶mÂ 
ISÂ¡cbnÂ Xmakn¡p¶ ap¡ph¡pSnepIfnÂ Nne 
t¸mÄ ip²Pew e`n¡p¶Xpw \ap¡v ImWm³ km[n¡pw. 
CXn\pImcWw kap{ZXoc¯v ags]bvXv aWenend§p¶ 
agshÅw \nan¯w `qan¡SnbnÂ Hcp ip²Pe taJe 
AhnS§fnÂ D≠mIp¶XpsIm≠mWv.

GXmbmepw InWdpIfnÂ D¸pckw amdn ip²Pew 
e`n¡m³ \mw F´psN¿Ww? CXn\v Hcp {]Xnhn[ntb 
\½psS ]¡epÅq. AXmbXv agshÅw tiJcn¨v In-
WdnÂ Cd¡Ww. CXv taÂ¡qcbnÂ \nt¶m joäv 
hncn¨v AhnsS\nt¶m tiJcn¡p¶ agshÅw InWdnsâ  
DÄhit¯¡v Hgp¡Ww. HmSn« taÂ¡qcbnÂ \nt¶m  
sSdkn« taÂ¡qcbnÂ \nt¶m C§s\ sN¿m³ km[n¡pw.  
CXn\pth≠ {][m\ km[\§Ä ]m¯n, ss]¸v F¶n 
hbpw aäv A\p_Ô hkvXp¡fpamWv. HmSn« hoSpIÄ¡v 

ExPERT'S TAlk
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The sparrow, especially the Common 
House Sparrow, is one of the most 

ubiquitous birds on Earth and it is also one of the oldest 
companions of human beings. It has, over a period of 
time, evolved with us. Fortunately, they are still found in 
abundance in many parts of the world.

The House Sparrow was once the most common bird in 
the world, but in the past few years, this bird has been 
on the decline over much of its natural range, both in 
the urban and rural habitats. The decline of the House 
Sparrow is an indicator of the continuous degradation of 
the environment around us. It is also a warning bell that 
alerts us about the possible detrimental effects on our 
health and well-being. We need to know the health risks 
of the increasing amount of microwave pollution and what 
is decimating the population of the house sparrow, which 
co-existed with us, so that we can estimate the effect on all 
forms of life, including ours.

The House Sparrow also represents many of the common 
bird species and is, in a sense, their ambassador. Therefore, 
the conservation of the House Sparrow and its habitat will 
also help save much of the common biodiversity, which 
shares the habitat with the sparrows.

Globally many initiatives are being taken up for the 
conservation of this small cute bird. Individuals and 
organisations involve in such events with the goal to 
collectively inspire others to join the celebrations and to get 
as many people as possible involved in the conservation of 
House Sparrows and their habitat across the planet.

SPECIAl fEATURE

SPARROW SURVEy 2014  
IN THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 
CITy

¢m¼Sn¨v ]m¯n Dd¸n¨v \nÀ¯Ww. sSdkn« hoSpIfpsS 
taÂ¡qcbnÂ ]pdt¯¡v Hmhpss]¸pIÄ \nÂ¡p¶Xp 
ImWmw. Cu ]pdt¯¡p \nÂ¡p¶ Hmhpss]¸pIsf 
]n.hn.kn. ss]¸pIÄ D]tbmKn¨v InWdn\Spt¯¡v 
sIm≠phcWw. C§s\ taÂ¡qcbnÂ \n¶v Xmtg¡p 
sIm≠phcp¶ ss]¸pIfnÂ BZy agbnse shÅw Ifbm³ 
hmÂhv kwhn[m\tam, Sn kwhn[m\tam GÀs¸Sp¯Ww. 
taÂ¡qcbnÂ Agp¡phogp¶ ]£w CXv AS¨pXpd¡m³ 
]mI¯nÂ thWw CXv ^näv sN¿m³. CXn\ptijw 
ss]¸ns\ InWdn\It¯¡v B\bn¡m³ ]mI¯nÂ 
^näv sNbvXv \nÀ¯pI. Cu ss]¸n\v A{K`mK¯v Hcp 
¹mÌnIv he sI«p¶Xv DNnXamWv. taÂ¡qcbnÂ hogp¶ 
CeIÄ CXnÂ XSbpIbpw AXmXv ho«pImÀ¡v Cu he 
Agn¨v hr¯nbm¡phm³ km[n¡pIbpw sN¿pw.

ho«nÂ \mw D¸pam§ CSp¶ ]Xnhp≠tÃm. D¸pam§ 
C«bpS³ am§`mKw D¸pshÅ¯n\v apIfnÂ InS¡pIbpw 
F¶mÂ am§bv¡v D¸p]nSn¨mÂ AXv XmgpIbpw sN¿p 
¶Xv ImWmw. CXn\p ImcWw D¸pam§bm¡m³ C« ]¨ 
am§bnse Pemwi¯nsâ km{µX D¸pshÅs¯ At] 
£n¨v IpdhmbXn\mÂ am§ D¸pshÅ¯nÂ C« BZy  
aWn¡qdpIfnÂ s]m§n\nÂ¡pw. AXpt]mse agshÅ 
¯n\v D¸pshÅs¯ At]£n¨v km{µX IpdhmbXn\mÂ 
agshÅw InWdnsâ A´À`mK¯v s]m´n¡nS¡pIbpw  
D¸pshÅw `qanbnte¡v XmgpIbpw sN¿pw. (F¶mÂ 
tamt«mÀ h¨v hen¨mÂ D¸p IbdpIbpw aª\ndw InWÀ 
shÅ¯nÂ Ibdn hcnIbpw sN¿pw. BbXn\mÂ C\n 
taÂ \mw Xoc{]tZi§fnse InWdpIfnÂ tamt«mÀ ]¼v 
hbv¡mXncn¡pIbmWpNnXw)

CXn\pth≠n hcp¶ sNehv ]m¯n, ss]¸v, ¢m¼pIÄ, 
BWn, ]i, Iqens¨ehv XpS§nbh am{Xta DÅq. ¹w_n§v  
sN¿p¶ FÃm ]Wn¡mÀ¡pw CXpsNbvXv Xcphm³ km[n 
¡pw. GItZiw 2000 cq]bv¡pÅnÂ HmSn« hoSpIÄ¡pw 
1000 cq]bv¡Sp¯v sSdÊn«v hoSpIÄ¡pw th≠n hcnI 
bpÅq. GXp hnt[\bmbmepw agshÅw InWdnÂ F¯ 
Ww. tamt«mÀ ]¼v amäWw. ag¡me¯pw th\enepw  
InWdnÂ ip²Pew Dd¸v. C§s\ sNbvX InWÀshÅ 
¯nse D¸pckhpw \ndhyXymk§fpw amdp¶Xn\pÅ 
[mcmfw DZmlcW§Ä teJI\v ]cnNnXamWv. XrÈqÀ 
PnÃbnse sImSp§ÃqÀ, aWeqÀ, Hcpa\bqÀ, ]mhd«n, IS 
¸pdw XpS§nb ]e ]©mb¯pIfnepw KpcphmbqÀ ap\n 
kn¸menänbnepw CXn\v DZmlcW§Ä D≠v. CXpaqew  
th\enÂ kÀ¡mÀ IpSnshÅw Im¯v \nÂt¡≠ KXn 
tISv Hgnhmbn¡n«nsb¶v AXXv IpSpw_§Ä km£ys¸ 
Sp¯p¶p.

C¡mcy¯nÂ P\§Ä D¶bn¡p¶ {][m\ tNmZy§Ä 
Xmsg ]dbp¶hbmWv. taÂ¡qcbnse Agp¡v InWdnÂ 
hogntÃ? ̂ nÂäÀ kwhn[m\w GÀs¸Spt¯t≠? HmSn« hoSp 
IfnÂ HtÎm_À amk¯nÂ ImWp¶ Idp¯ ]pgp InW 
dnÂ hogntÃ? ag¡me¯v InWÀ \ndªv InS¡pt¼mÄ 
CXv sNbvXn«v Imcyapt≠m? F¶pÅhbmWv. D¯c§Ä 
Xmsg tNÀ¡s«. taÂ¡qcbnse Agp¡pshÅw Ifbm³ 
hmÂhv/Sn/^Ìv ^vfjv kwhn[m\w GÀs¸Sp¯Ww. 
^nÂäÀ sN¿m³ {]tXyIw Ad/sXm«n D≠m¡n aWÂ, 
Icn, saäÂ F¶nh ASp¡nbn«pÅ Acn¸ kwhn[m\w 
GÀs¸Sp¯mw. CXn\v sNehp≠v. tIcf¯nse InWdp 
Ifpw I¡qkv IpgnIfpw ISepw ag¡me¯v H¶mbn 
InS¡p¶Xn\mÂ agshÅw ip²oIcn¨v InWdnte¡v 
hnSp¶XpsIm≠v henb Imcyw DÅXmbn ImWp¶nÃ. 
]ns¶ a\Ên\v Hcp Xr]vXn¡v C§s\bpw sN¿mw. 

HtÎm_À amk¯nÂ Xoc{]tZi§fnse HmSn« taÂ¡qc 
IfnÂ Idp¯ ]pgp DÅXmbn ImWmw. Ch InWdnÂ 
hogmXncn¡m³ Cu ]pgp hcp¶ kabw I≠v ^Ìv ^vfjv 
hmÂhv Xpd¶phbv¡Ww. ag¡me¯v InWdnsâ ]cn 
kcw shÅ¯nÂ ap§nbmepw InWdn\It¯¡v ag-
shÅw hogp¶XpsIm≠v KpWw D≠v. InWdnsâ BÄad 
Hcp henb ]m{Xw t]mse {]hÀ¯n¡pw. agshÅs¯ 
D¸pshÅ¯n\v aosX \ndp¯n D¸pck¯ns\ Xmtg¡v 
XÅnbnd¡m³ CXv klmbn¡p¶p.

BbXn\mÂ C\n s]¿p¶ ag¡me¯v \ap¡v \½psS 
InWdpIfnte¡v agshÅw IS¯nhnSmw, D¸pcks¯ 
amän\ndp¯mw. CXn\pth≠p¶ kmt¦XnI klmb§Ä¡v 
XrÈqÀ PnÃm `cWIqSw \S¸nem¡p¶ ags¸mena ]²Xn-
bpsS Hm^oknte¡v hnfn¡mw. \¼À 0487þ2363616. XrÈqÀ 
A¿t´mÄ {Ku≠n\v kao]w ]pXqÀ¡c tdmUnemWv 
ags¸menabpsS Hm^okv {]hÀ¯n¡p¶Xv.
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Why to celebrate World Sparrow Day?

The rationale for celebrating World Sparrow Day is not 
only to commemorate the event for a day but to use it as 
a platform to stress the need to conserve sparrows as well 
as the urban biodiversity. The organizers hope the event 
will bring together individuals, institutions, national and 
international groups on the common platform of sparrow 
conservation. It will also help in attracting the attention of 
government agencies and the scientific community to take 
notice of the need for conservation of this common bird 
species and its associated other urban biodiversity.

Sparrow Survey in the City

WWF-India, Kerala State Office, who every year 
regularly organizes the Kerala Bird Race in and around 
Thiruvananthapuram, has came forward this year for 
conducting a survey on the House Sparrows  in selected 
pockets with an objective of creating an authentic database 
of these cute and common birds for the first time ever in 
the City. This will be useful for further studies, strategic 
planning and conservation initiatives. The survey was 
conducted at six sites: 

1. Palayam-Connemara Market, 2. Chalai Market, 3. 
Museum – Zoo Compound, 4. Thiruvananthapuram 
Central Railway Station, 5. Thiruvananthapuram Central 
KSRTC Bus Terminal, 6. East Fort Bus Terminal.

Others - some odd observations were carried out near 
the FCI Godown at Valiaythura, Kochuthoppu and 
Shanghumugham beach.

The survey was conducted in three consecutive dates from 
16th to 18th March 2014 during the same time interval from 
7.00-8.00am. The survey was conducted in the Museum – 
Zoo Compound during 9.30-10.30am based on its opening 
time. All the six teams were led by keen birders associated 
with WWF-India who are regular participants of monthly 
Sunday Bird Walks, Kerala Bird Race, Asian Waterfowl 
Census and other such birding programmes. The survey 
teams were led by Sri. Jaichand Johnson, Smt. Neha 
Waikar, Sri.Kiran R.C., Smt.Rajalekshmi Sukumaran, Smt. 
Sayujya Anand and Sri. A.K.Sivakumar.   

Results of the survey

Site Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Palayam - Connemara Market 20 25 28

Chalai Market 27 35 70

Museum – Zoo Compound Nil Nil Nil

Thiruvananthapuram Central 
Railway Station Nil Nil 1

Thiruvananthapuram Central 
KSRTC Bus Terminal Nil 2 Nil

East Fort Bus Terminal Nil Nil Nil

Others 24 Nil Nil

Some birds were sighted near the FCI godown at Valiyathura 
and nearby areas. Eighteen birds were found nesting in the 
air holes of two houses near Kochuthoppu. Two clusters 
of nests were also observed there. They seemed quiet 
undisturbed without any predominant threats. Four birds 
were found in an abandoned house near Shanghumugham 
beach. 

Major observations

Most of the birds in Chalai Market were engaged in feeding 
as enough food was available there in the form of spilled 
grains and grams of various sorts. The highest number 
of birds i.e., 30 was observed at the Fruit Market Road. 
The observers noted that each group comprising around 
4-7 birds was shifting its location from road to road very 
frequently. But in Palayam - Connemara Market, the team 
observed the nesting, mating, courtship display, feeding on 
insects and mud bathing of sparrows. The single bird found 
in Central Railway Station was simply chirping sitting on 
an open window of the vegetarian canteen. Though the 
team searched a lot, no pairs or groups were found. It was 
quiet upsetting to note not a single bird was seen within 
the Museum – Zoo Compound, even though the area is 
considered as the green lung of the City. 

Nesting

Nesting of sparrows was found at four places - Connemara 
Market, Chalai Market, near FCI Godown Valiyathura and 
in two houses at Kochuthoppu. Wild nesting was observed 
in all these places but nesting in artificial nests like wooden 
boxes and earthen pots were also seen in both the markets. 
These were also being used for roosting during nights. 
Definitely it offers a safe shelter for them. The wild nesting 
was found in the gaps of air holes in houses, rolling shutter 
gaps and lamp shades. 

Favorable conditions

The good number of well spread Chinese Cherry trees 
around the parking ground at Connemara Market offer these 
tiny birds a very unique place for shelter from predatory 
birds and roosting during night. The bird nests installed by 
the Corporation few years back also serves as nesting and 
roosting places. Food availability also is one of the reasons 
for the abundance of these birds in and around Connemara 
Market. In Chalai Market also, the traditional shops known 
as ‘angadi kadas’ and loading and unloading practices 
offers these birds’ adequate food availability and shelter. 
The earthen pots installed in safe heights also offer them 
good shelter. The friendly attitude of the house owners at 
Kochuthoppu is the most potential and interesting support 
for the sparrows. Though these nests are right in front of 
their main doors, they don’t disturb these small feathered 
friends. 

Threats

The most important threat observed commonly by all 
the teams was the drastic reduction in availability of 
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Earth Hour 2014

Earth Hour was on its highest note this year in Kerala, 
especially in Thiruvananthapuram with Sri. Suresh Gopi, 
Cine Actor coming in as the Regional Brand Ambassador. 
Her Excellency Smt. Sheila Dixit, Governor of Kerala 
and Sri. Oommen Chandy, Chief Minister of Kerala also 
offered their full support to the campaign. Over the years, 
Earth Hour has really become a people’s campaign in 
Kerala. The major events this year were organised in 
Thiruvananhapuram and Kochi. In Thiruvananthapuram, 
we had the Press Meet, various publicity campaigns from 
26-28 March, EH event at CESS, Cycle Rally ‘Pedal for the 
Planet with Indus Cycling Embassy and the main event 
at Gandhi Park, East Fort with the Switch Off and Candle 
Light Vigil from 8.30-9.30pm led by many dignitaries. 

ACTIVITIES Of WWf-INDIA  
kERAlA STATE OffICE

food and shelter for the sparrows, though these facilities 
are comparatively available at Chalai and Palayam. Loss 
of urban vegetation and the changes in packing of grains 
and grams are other major threats observed. The super 
market culture and practice of packing in plastic covers 
deny the birds the advantage of access to spilled grains, 
grams and cereals. But the sighting of comparatively more 
number of feral pigeons in these sites raises a question 
against this assumption. It was quiet interesting to note 
that literally no sparrows were found at Central Railway 
Station, new KSRTC Bus Terminal and East Fort area. May 
be the modernization and associated heavy constructions 
are taking its toll.  

Conclusion

Tallying the numbers from the six sites, we counted 127 
birds in total. There may be slight variation of less than 10% 
in the exact number of these birds. But this considerably 
less number of House Sparrows in our City raises a very 
big question over the urban biodiversity that plays a very 
crucial role in the ecological systems which definitely 
have a humane aspect also. We have to look carefully into 
this matter and do as much facilitation for improving the 
urban biodiversity of the City. Installing of bird nests, 
bird feeders and bird baths in these sites will be the most 
effective action for improving the situation of these tiny 
birds and others. Local campaigns can be initiated for 
greening and promoting urban biodiversity of our City 
with the active participation of Residents Associations, 
Merchants Associations and other such groups. In the 
context of the upcoming observation of Earth Day 2014 
on 22nd April, on the theme of “Green Cities”, it is high 
time that Thiruvananthapuram City, its administrators and 
residents make a turn around to make our City more clean 
and green to ensure the sustenance and well-being of all 
life forms.
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National Consultation Meeting on Conservation of 
Sharks on 25 March

The State Director and Senior Education Officer attended 
the meeting organized at the Animation Center, Kovalam 
along with Mr. Vinod Malayilethu, Senior Co-ordinator, 
Marine Programme and Dr. Shekar Kumar Niraj, Director, 
TRAFFIC-India, organised by SIFF, CPREEC, Humane 
Society and ADSGAF.

Invited talk on National Wildlife Day 2014

Senior Education Officer led a session on ‘Wildlife of 
Kerala’ at Peppara WLS on 3rd March 2014 in a programme 
organized by the sanctuary authorities. 

Invited talk in the National Seminar at  
Mar Thoma College, Thiruvalla

Senior Education Officer led a session on ‘Threats to 
Biodiversity of the Western Ghats’ on 4th March 2014 in 
the National Seminar on Biodiversity of Western Ghats 
organized by Marthoma College, Thiruvalla. The seminar 
and theme was much relevant as the discussion on the 
Gadgil and Kasthurirangan Reports and its impacts are still 
on in the State. 

Article for Kerala Calling on Earth Day 2014 

The State Director was invited to write a special article 
on the theme of ‘Green Cities’ as part of the upcoming 
Earth Day 2014 for Kerala Calling, the official magazine of 
Government of Kerala published by the Information and 
Public Relations Department. The article titled 'Living in 
Perfect Harmony with Nature' was published in the April 
issue of Kerala Calling.

Invited talk at All Saints College, Thiruvananthapuram 

The State Director was invited to give a talk on ‘Mitigating 
Human - Animal Conflicts’ in the National Seminar titled 
‘Contemporary Techniques in Environmental Research 
and Conservation (CTERC 2014)’ organized by the Post 
Graduate Department of Environmental Sciences, All 
Saints College on 13 March, 2014.

Invited talk at Govt. Engineering College, Wayanad 

The State Director was invited for a Guest Talk on 

'Geoinformation Technology and Natural Resource 
Management' on 14 March, 2014 at Govt. Engineering 
College, Wayanad.

Teachers Training Workshop 

A Teachers Training Workshop was conducted with the 
support of CPREEC, Chennai at St. Joseph’s Training 
College, Mannanam, Kottayam on 14th March 2014 with 
the participation of 60 Teacher Trainees. The technical 
and activity sessions were led by Sri. Binu K. Puram of 
Kudumbasree Mission and the Senior Education Officer. 

World Sparrow Day 2014

The World Sparrow Day 2014 was observed by the State 
Office by conducting a Sparrow Survey in and around 
Thiruvananthapuram City and also by organizing a 
people’s campaign on the day. The keen volunteer bird 
watchers of WWF-India conducted a 3 day survey of 
Common Sparrows in six selected areas of the City and 
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counted 127 birds. The report was published in the print 
media on World Sparrow Day and a sticker campaign with 
interactive programmes was conducted in the Museum & 
Zoo Compound with distribution of sparrow nests for the 
winners of the competitions.

WWF Tiger Trap cum Transfer Cage

The details of the WWF Tiger Trap cum Transfer Cage 
developed as the Sundarbans Prototype was copied and 
shared with the top wildlife officials of the Kerala Forests 
and Wildlife Department including Sri. V. Gopinathan, IFS, 
PCCF (WL) & CWW, Dr. Amit Mallick, IFS, FD, Periyar, Sri. 
Sanjayan Kumar, IFS, DD, Periyar TR (East), Sri. Pramod 
G. Krishnan, IFS, CF (Wildlife), Northern Region, Sri. 
Vijayanand, IFS, DD, Parambikulam TR, and Sri. Roy P. 
Thomas, IFS, WW, Wayanad WLS

Interview in Doordarshan on World Forestry Day

The State Director was invited on the Doordarshan Live 
Guest Talk Show titled ‘Krishi Darshan’ especially on the 
theme of ‘Forests, Wildlife and related issues of Kerala’ on 
21st March being the World Forestry Day. 

Brainstorming on Conservation Strategy

A detailed brainstorming of the objectives and goals 
developed in consultation with Dr. Diwakar was 
carried out in the office in two sessions with the active 
involvement of the entire staff team. Prospective projects 
and programmes have been identified as a result of this 
brainstorming session. Further on, the detailed individual 
project proposals needs to be developed with the technical 
and financial components.

Free CFL distribution

With the objective of ‘Going beyond the Earth Hour’ 
and as part of Earth Day, Kerala State Office with the 
support of Kerala State Electricity Board and Energy 
Management Centre and in association with AMAS 

Neyyattinkara distributed 600 CFLs to the colony dwellers 
at Puthanambalam Ward of Neyyattinkara Municipality 
and Swarnakkode Tribal Colony at Kallikkad and in the 
Vikalangar Colony in Valiyathura, Thiruvananthapuram.

Talk at P.N. Panicker Foundation

The State Director was invited as Special Guest in their 
monthly intellectual gathering on 19 April to give a talk on 
'Humans and the Animal World including Human-Animal 
Conflicts'.

Brainstorming on Tourism and Ecological Footprint

A half day brainstorming session was carried out in 
the office on the topic of ‘Ecological Footprint and 
Tourism’. The four components of ecological footprint 
and its implication with regard to the tourism sector was 
discussed and debated in detail and the recommendations 
and suggestions on how to reduce the ecological footprint 
(component wise) of the tourism sector was compiled into 
a write-up for publication. This has been shared with kitts 
and published in Environment Tourism and Development.


