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Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize winner,  
dies at 71
Wangari Maathai, the first African woman to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize, died on Sunday night of cancer. She was 71. 
A towering figure in Kenya, Maathai was renowned as a 
fearless social activist and an environmental crusader. 
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Her Green Belt Movement, founded in 1977, planted 
tens of millions of trees. Her work with voluntary groups 
alerted her to the struggles of women in rural Kenya, and 
it quickly became her life’s cause. Noticing how the rapid 
environmental degradation was affecting women’s lives, she 
encouraged them to plant trees to ensure future supplies of 
firewood and to protect water sources and crops. Maathai’s 
agenda quickly widened as she joined the struggle against 
the repressive and corrupt regime of Daniel arap Moi. Her 
efforts to stop powerful politicians grabbing land, especially 
forests, brought her into conflict with the authorities, and 
she was beaten and arrested numerous times. Her bravery 

FROM THE STATE DIRECTOR’S DESK

Kerala has been blessed with immense natural resources 
in varied forms. With more resources comes, more 
responsibility on the Government and the citizens to 
protect and safeguard the nature and environment and 
its resources. But how responsible have we been in the 
past in fulfilling our fundamental duties outlined in our 
Constitution itself. WWF-India Kerala State Office is in 
the phase of completing two major ongoing projects. 
The findings are really remarkable and are thought 
provoking on how sustainable we really are? We have 
completed the project on ‘Survey and assessment of 
the status, threats and issues of Marine Turtles along 
the Kerala Coast’. The project team has traversed the 
entire Kerala coastline by foot or road and interacted 
with the stakeholders to understand the plight of 
the Marine Turtles. The study reveals the drastic fall 
in the number of turtles landing in our beaches for 
nesting. The reduction in numbers can be attributed 
to the deaths of turtles happening due to various 
reasons like purposeful killing for its meat, vengeance 
killing by fishermen for destroying the fishing nets 
and also other anthropogenic threats in and around 
our coastal waters like shrinkage of nesting beaches 
as a result of sand mining, sea wall construction, 
unscientific coastal afforestation, predation by dogs, 
jackals and humans, tourism activities and other 
human disturbances, artificial lighting along coastal 
areas etc. Whatever be the reason, the sad fact is that 
we are loosing our marine turtles at an alarming rate 
and it is not far that they would totally disappear from 
our beaches. The need of the hour is action combined 
with awareness programmes. The situation of the 

turtles is somewhat better in some pockets along the 
Kerala coast where local conservation initiatives 
have been on. The efforts of Naithal at Neeleswaram 
(Kasargod), Theeram at Kolavipalam (Kozhikode) and 
Green Habitat in Chavakkad (Thrissur). But it is high 
time that we mobilize efforts along the entire Kerala 
coastline wherever reports of turtle landings or nestings 
have been reported. The ongoing efforts by these 
local conservation groups should be recognized and 
strengthened. As Marine Turtles are also considered 
as wildlife, it is coming under the jurisdiction of 
the Kerala Forests and Wildlife Department. The 
department should have some dedicated manpower 
and resources made available for protection of wildlife 
outside forest areas also. All the other stakeholders like 
Local Self Government Departments, NGOs, schools 
and colleges, youth clubs, fishermen societies, civil 
society groups and others can take up possible roles in 
the conservation and protection of the marine turtles 
and their habitats. Rules and regulations with regard 
to the coastal area like CRZ should be implemented 
strictly, all defaulters booked and if possible damages 
reversed to the most possible extent. Only when we 
come together can we save ourselves and others. Let 
us stand together for a living planet. WWF is always 
taking efforts towards this. The commemoration of the 
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone 
Layer 2011, World Tourism Day 2011 on the theme 
of ‘Linking Cultures’, Wild Wisdom Quiz on nature, 
environment and wildlife, Cities for Forests campaign 
etc are also regular efforts of WWF in this regard.

Renjan Mathew Varghese, 
State Director
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and defiance made her a hero in Kenya. In awarding 
Maathai the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004, the Nobel Committee 
said that her “unique forms of action have contributed to 
drawing attention to political oppression – nationally and 
internationally”. “Professor Maathai’s departure is untimely 
and a very great loss to all who knew her – as a mother, 
relative, co-worker, colleague, role model, and heroine; or 
who admired her determination to make the world a more 
peaceful, healthier, and better place,” the statement from 
her organisation said. (Source: http://www.guardian.co.uk/
world/2011/sep/26)

Himalayas in danger of becoming giant rubbish 
dump
There’s nothing like waking up to bright clear skies with 
spectacular views of the Lhotse and Amu Dablam ranges 
– and a rubbish dump. This heap of beer cans, mineral 
water bottles and other material was just a few minutes’ 
walk outside the village of Tengboche. It represents about a 
season’s rubbish. The dump is not on the regular trekking 
trails which are, aside from the stray Fanta and instant 
noodle wrapper, admirably clean. And most trekkers have 
no idea of their impact on the remote Everest landscape, 
said Alton Byers, the Director of the Mountain Institute.
But the dump exposes the risks of Nepal’s strategy of lifting 
itself out of poverty by expanding its tourism industry. “At 
this altitude and in this environment, this will be here for 
1,000 years,” Byers said. The government has declared 2011 
Nepal Tourism Year, and has sought to double the number 
of visitors to 1 million. But can remote communities handle 
those numbers? Only a fraction of tourists to Nepal make 
it to the Everest region – about 31,000 last year. But those 
numbers are already taxing local villages. In high season, 
which runs from mid-September through December, it can 
be hard to find a room on some of the trekking routes. Even 
the village of Namche Bazaar, the biggest in the region, 
does not have a waste treatment system. Sewage from the 
45 lodges is dumped directly into a canal, which eventually 
feeds into the Khosi river. Trekking companies are supposed 
to carry their rubbish out with them – but most do not. 
Lodge operators balk at the idea of paying to cart out beer 
cans by Yak. And even if they do carry the rubbish down 
to Kathmandu, what then? There is no developed recycling 
industry in Nepal – not even in Kathmandu. Maybe it’s 
time for some waste treatment plants right in the Everest 
region. (Source : http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/
blog/2011/sep/12)
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Ten Peacocks fall prey to pesticide in  
Orissa village
Pesticide use in an agricultural field led to the death of at 
least 10 Peacocks — seven females and three males — in the 
Pakidi area of Ganjam district of Orissa, which is known for 
its efforts at conservation of the national bird. The casualties 

Oak leaf butterflies DNA bar-coded
The genetic code of 24 species of the Oak leaf butterflies 
(Satyrine) found in the Western Ghats have been sequenced. 
The DNA bar-coding was carried out by a team of researchers 
from the Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI), Peechi, 
and the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore. 
Though 27 species of the butterflies were collected for the 
molecular studies, three could not be bar-coded owing to 
lack of adequate samples, Dr. Karanth said. The bar-coding 
of these butterflies is significant as it is often difficult to 
identify them from external appearances, Dr. Mathew said. 
These species, found in different habitats of the Western 
Ghats, require specific ecological conditions to survive. 
The DNA sequencing makes it possible to identify precisely 
the different species. 25 species of the butterflies collected 
from the Western Ghats region of Kerala were classified into 
five groups based on the morphological analysis of their 
external genitalia. These included seven endemic and six 
rare butterfly species. The Kerala species were categorised 
as Common Evening Brown, Dark Evening Brown, White-
bar Bush Brown, Red-disc Bush Brown, Tamil Tree Brown, 
Common Tree Brown and Tamil Cat’s Eye for the study.   
(Source: The Hindu September 5, 2011)

Study finds 30 raptor species in Wayanad
A study on the status and distribution of raptors in Wayanad 
district, conducted from 2009 to 2011 at the instance of the 

could be as high as 20, says Samir Pradhan, President, 
Peacock Protection Committee (PPC). G. Sambashiv Rao, a 
cotton grower from Andhra Pradesh, from whose field the 
dead and dying peacocks were recovered, was arrested by 
forest officials on Monday. He had started cultivation on 
around 60 acres of land. Aska Forest Ranger Narayan Dora 
said seven of the Peacocks were found dead. Of the other 
three birds taken to the Shergarh Veterinary Hospital, two 
died on Monday night and the other on Tuesday morning. 
Another afflicted bird has been recovered from the forest 
near the field. It is undergoing treatment. Forest officials 
have been posted near the cotton field where pesticide was 
used to keep away peacocks. Mr. Dora said the peacocks 
that died had consumed buds of cotton plant on which the 
chemical had been sprayed. Following the deaths, activists 
of the PPC started a pamphlet campaign to promote use of 
bio-pesticides and bio-fertilizers in the area. Mr. Pradhan 
says the number of peacocks in the area might exceed 1,000. 
The birds are quite friendly with the villagers. The people 
of Sobhachandpur, Kerikerijhola, Ambuabadi, Bharatapalli, 
Kirtipur, Narendrapur, Chermaria and Nuagaon are involved 
in Peacock conservation and have vowed to protect the birds 
in an area of 917 hectares around the Pakidi hill. For their 
efforts under the PPC banner, the villagers were presented 
the Biju Patnaik Memorial Award in 2006. (Source: The 
Hindu, October 5, 2011)
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Forest Department, has observed 30 species of these birds 
of prey and seven of owls. Kites, eagles, buzzards, falcons, 
harriers, vultures, and such other birds are collectively 
called raptors. Deepakumar Narayana Kurup, retired 
Deputy Director (Wildlife Education), Forest Department, 
who conducted the study, said Kerala was the habitat of 
55 species of birds of prey, including owls. The study 
observed that seven species of raptors bred in Wayanad. 
The critically endangered White-rumped Vulture was found 
regularly breeding in three specific sites in the Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary. The Red-headed Vulture, also critically 
endangered, was regularly observed in the district. The 
study is the first to record the breeding of the Bonelli’s 
Eagle and the Spot-bellied eagle Owl in Kerala. Brahmagiri 
in the district had evidence of breeding of the endangered 
Shaheen Falcon. The report said the raptors appeared to 
migrate to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka during the monsoon. 
The gregarious White-rumped Vultures were seen to prefer 
the drier areas towards the east in the district, while the 
relatively solitary red-headed birds preferred the denser 
canopied forests towards the west. The White-rumped 
and the Red-headed Vultures were seen preying on young 
gaurs and sambar and spotted deer. The study noted an 
increase in the number of the Bonelli’s Eagle in May and 
June, coinciding with the breeding activity at the Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary. On the other hand, the number of 
vultures increased during April to June, coinciding with the 
increased animal mortality in the area. Most of the migrant 
species come by November and leave by March. The study 
noted that when large animals, such as elephants and gaur 
died, the carcasses, soon on detection, were subjected to a 
post-mortem examination and immediately buried or burnt. 
This exercise denied the availability of food for scavenging 
species, such as the vulture and the jackal. (Source: The 
Hindu September 27, 2011)

The Lion-tailed Macaque faces habitat 
destruction
Nelliampathy, the second biggest abode of the most 
endangered Lion-tailed Macaque after the famous Silent 
Valley National Park, is facing destruction of its habitat due 
to “unregulated plantation activities, fragmentation and 
conversion of forest land.” A recent study on “ecology and 
behaviour of the arboreal mammals of Nelliampathy” found 
a total of 13 Lion-tailed Macaque troops with 200 individuals 
in the area. Thus it is the second biggest population of one 
of the most endangered primates. The Silent Valley has 
250 members of the species. One of the main reasons for 
preserving the Silent Valley evergreen forests as a National 
Park was to protect the habitat of the Lion-tailed Macaque. 
The study by K.K. Ramachandran and R. Suganthasakthivel 
of the Kerala Forest Research Institute (KFRI) said the total 
population of the animal in the wild is estimated to be less 
than 4,000 distributed in the forests of Kerala, Tamil Nadu 
and Karnataka. Being habitat specialists, the animals are 
much restricted to moist forests. Commercial plantations 
of tea and coffee and hydro-electric dams have resulted in 

habitat loss and fragmentation of the once contiguous forests, 
and this has directly affected the population dynamics of the 
primates. The land use practices resulting in a mosaic type 
of vegetation offer limited connectivity through canopy. The 
study found that the Lion-tailed Macaque “had to traverse 
vast unsuitable patches to find a new food source and hence 
more time was spent for finding food. The evergreen forests 
at some patches in the plateau near coffee and cardamom 
plantations had undergone two selection felling series. This 
could be negatively affecting the feeding behaviour of the 
Macaques with availability of quality food resources-trees 
selected and removed by the felling practices in the past. 
Recent evidence suggests that the Macaque males have a 
bonded and aggressively organised social system unlike 
what was previously thought. The present study by KFRI 
also shows that Macaque troops in Nelliampathy spent a 
relatively larger time in social interactive activities such 
as playing, grooming and mating. (Source: The Hindu 
September 6, 2011)

List of Protected Areas in Kerala
Sl. 
No.

Name
Area

(Sq.Km)
Year of  

formation

Wildlife Sanctuaries

1 Neyyar 128.00 1958
2 Peppara 53.00 1983
3 Shendurney 171.00 1984
4 Periyar 925.00 1950
5 Idukki 70.00 1976
6 Thattekkad 25.00 1983
7 Chinnar 90.44 1984
8 Peechi - Vazhani 125.00 1958
9 Chimmony 85.00 1984
10 Parambikulam 285.00 1973
11 Wayanad 344.44 1973
12 Aralam 55.00 1984
13 Mangalavanam 0.02 2004
14 Choolannur 3.42 2007
15 Kurinjimala 32.00 2006
16 Malabar 74.22 2010

National Parks

1 Eravikulam 97.00 1978
2 Silent Valley 89.52

(148 sq.km.  
Buffer zone)

1984

3 Mathikettan Shola 12.80 2003
4 Anamudi Shola 7.50 2003
5 Pambadum Shola 1.32 2003

Biosphere Reserves

1 Nilgiri 1455.40 1986
2 Agasthyavanam 1701.00 2002

ExPERT’S TAlk
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Spotted Deer
The most abundant deer species of India, but confined 
to dry forests like Chinnar and Wayanad WLS and 
Parambikkulam Tiger Reserve in Kerala. Normally found 
in herds ranging from 2 to 20, even in hundreds and 
more. Prefer mostly the deciduous forests and open scrub 
jungles. Body is covered with rufous fur with white round 
spots sometimes arranged in line while the ventral part is 
off white. Legs and head may not have any spots. Tail is 
short and ears are large. Like all deers, they also develop 
antlers in males during the rutting season and shed off after 
the breeding process. Breeding period is from February to 
June and normally delivers a single calf. Feeds mainly on 
grass, herbs, bushes and peals of bark. These herbivores 
often serves as prey for carnivores and maintains the prey 
predator balance. 

SPEcIES Of ThE ISSUE
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Dolphin Facts
1. Compared to other animals, dolphins are believed to 

be very intelligent.

2. Dolphins are carnivores (meat eaters).

3. The Killer Whale (also known as Orca) is actually a 
type of dolphin.

4. Bottlenose dolphins are the most common and well 
known type of dolphin.

5. Female dolphins are called cows, males are called 
bulls and young dolphins are called calves.

6. Dolphins live in schools or pods of up to 12 individu-
als.

7. Dolphins often display a playful attitude which makes 
them popular in human culture. They can be seen 
jumping out of the water, riding waves, play fighting 
and occasionally interacting with humans swimming 
in the water.

""BZÀi-bnse ]q¦m-h-\-¯nÂ''
Fkv. kXo-tZhn

]Xn-s\-«p-hÀjw XpSÀ¨-bmbn ̀ h³kv BZÀi-hn-Zym-e-b  
t^mdkv{Sn ¢_nsâ Ìm^v C³ NmÀÖv Bbn Npa-Xe 
hln¨ tijw 2009þ2010 A²y-b-\-hÀjw ¢_nsâ Npa-Xe 
Pb-e£van So¨À¡v ssIamäw sNbvX-t¸mÄ s]s«¶v 1991 
PqWnÂ A¶s¯ hnZym-`-h³ sk{I-«dn {io. BÀ. hmkp-
tZ-h³]nÅ kmdpw BZÀi-bpsS BZy {]n³kn-¸Â {ioaXn 
A½nWn kmap-hÂ amUhpw tNÀ¶v \½psS t^mdkv{Sn 
¢_nsâ Npa-Xe Fs¶ Gev]n¨ cwKw Rmt\mÀ¯p- 
t]m-bn.

A²ym-]-\-cw-Ks¯ \mep-hÀjs¯ {]hr-¯n-]-cn-N-b-
hp-ambn 91þÂ BWv- `h³kv BZÀi-hn-Zym-e-b-¯nÂ ae-
bmfw A²ym-]n-I-bmbn Rm³ tPmen-¡p-tNÀ¶-Xv. sX§p-
I-f-S¡w ]¯p-]-Xn-s\m-¶p ac-§Ä am{X-apÅ Xcn-imbn 
InS-¶n-cp¶ F«v G¡-tdmfw hcp¶ BZÀi-Iym-¼-knÂ 
A¶v C¶s¯ t\XmPn t»m¡v am{Xta D≠m-bn-cp-¶p-Åq. 
{]i-kvX-amb `mc-Xob hnZym-`-hsâ Iogn-epÅ sIm¨n-tI-
{µ-bnse Cu kv¡qfnÂ tNÀ¶-XnÂ XoÀ¨-bmbpw Rm³ 
hfsc A`n-am\w sIm≠p. {io. C. tKmhnµ³km-dm-bn-cp¶p 
A¶v hnZym-`-h³ Ub-d-ÎÀ. C¶v `h³kv BZÀi-hn-Zym-
ebw 150þ-Hmfw Ìm^pw 2200þHmfw hnZymÀ°n-I-fp-ambn 
sIm¨n-bnse Gähpw \Ã kvIqfp-I-fnÂ H¶mbn ]SÀ¶p 
]´-en¨p \nÂ¡p-¶p.

C¶v Cu Iym¼-knÂ ImWp¶ ]¨¸pw ]q¡fpw ]q¼m- 
ä-Ifpw ]£n-Ifpw tNÀs¶m-cp-¡nb Pohsâ XpSn¸v t^md-
kv{Sn-¢-_nsâ ]Xn-s\-«p-hÀjs¯ {]hÀ¯\w sIm≠p-
≠m-b-Xm-Wv. 91þÂ Xs¶ {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä XpS-§n-sb-¦nepw 
1992 Pqsse 31þmw XobXn BWv ¢ºnsâ Hu-]-Nm-cn-I-
amb DZvLm-S\w tUm. F³.-kn. CµpNq-U³ (Ct¸mÄ 
aq¶mÀ Un.F-^v.-H.) \nÀÆ-ln-¨-Xv. ""_pÄtUm-k-dn«p \nc- 
¸m-¡nb Cu Xcn-ip-`q-an-bnÂ t^mdkv{Sn ¢ºnsâ {]hÀ 
¯-\w-sIm≠v hk´w hncn-b-s«, Hcm-bncw Infn-IÄ ]mSn-
¸-d-¡-s«, \½psS Ip«n-IÄ AtX-äp-]mSn ckn¡s«''! F¶-
t±lw Blzm\w sNbvXp. B cwKw a\-ÊnÂ I≠v FÃm-
hcpw Hmtcm ssX \S-W-sa¶v A`yÀ°n-¨p-sIm-≠mWv C¶v 

8. Dolphins use a blowhole on top of their heads to 
breathe.

9. Dolphins have excellent eyesight and hearing as well 
as the ability to use echolocation for finding the exact 
location of objects.

10. Dolphins communicate with each other by clicking, 
whistling and other sounds.

11. Some dolphin species face the threat of extinction, of-
ten directly as a result of human behavior. The Yang-
tze River Dolphin is an example of a dolphin species 
which may have recently become extinct.

12. Some fishing methods, such as the use of nets, kill a 
large number of dolphins every year.

(Source: http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/
dolphin.html)
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kv¡qÄ A¦-W-¯nÂ \nÂ¡p¶ Xm¶n-acw At±lw \«Xv. 
"ChnSw Hcp ]q¦m-h-\-am¡n amäp-hm³ Rm³ Cu Iym¼kv 
t^md-kv{Sn-¢-ºns\ Gev]n-¡p-I-bm-Wv' B NS-§nÂ 
B²y£w hln¨ hmkp-tZ-h³]nÅ kmÀ {]Jym-]n-¨p.  
B ZuXyw inc-Êm-h-ln-¡m³ A¶p-sXmt« {ia-am-cw-`n-¨p.  
17þmw hmÀjnIw {]am-Wn¨v t^mdkv{Sn ¢ºv Gsä-Sp¯  
t{]mPIväv "Let the Birds Sing' F¶-Xm-bn-cp¶p F¶ hkvXpX  
B ZuXyw hnP-bn¨p F¶p sXfn-bn-¨p. AXn-\p-th≠n ac-
§-fnÂ IqSp-I-fp-≠m-¡p-Ibpw Hcp {]mhn³IqSv ]Wn-bp-
Ibpw sNbvXp. ¢ºv DZvLm-S\w Ignªv As©-«p-hÀjw 
Cu Iym¼Êv hr£ss¯IÄ h¨p-]n-Sn-¸n¨v lcn-Xm-`-am-
¡m-\mWv {]b-Xv\n¨-Xv. 12þmw ¢mÊp-I-gnªv bm{X-]-d-
bp¶ NS-§nÂ Hcp hnZymÀ°n ]d-ªXv Ct¸mÄ A\p 
kvacn-¡p-I-bm-Wv, "BZÀi-bnÂ Hcp ImSmtWm AtXm Hcm-
{i-a-hm-Sn-bnÂ BZÀi-kvIqtfm' F¶v.

C¶v ChnsS \nÂ¡p¶ ac-§-fnÂ sXm®qdp iX-
am-\hpw tIc-fm- h\w-h-Ip¸v kuP-\y-ambn \ÂIn-b-h 
-bm-Wv. Hmtcm achpw GXp Ip«n-bmWv \«-sX¶v Hcp ̂ vfmjv  
_m¡nÂ F¶-t]mse Rmt\mÀ¡p-¶p. Hmtcm Ip«n-tbm-
sSm¸w kvt\l-hm-Õ-ey-§-tfm-sS, ssX \Sp¶ hnip-²-
IÀ½-¯nÂ Rm\pw ]¦p-tNÀ¶p. Ip«n-IÄ Hmtcm t]cp-
hn-fn¨v ac-§sf Hma-\n-¨Xpw shÅ-sam-gn¨v ip{iq-jn-¨Xpw 
C¶se F¶ t]mse Rmt\mÀ¡p-¶p. Fsâ Ip«n-I-fp-sS,  
hnZymÀ°n-I-fp-sS, Cu hr£-kp-lr-¯p-¡sf Rm\pw 
Fsâ a¡-sf-t¸mse kvt\ln-¨p. ssXIÄ ]pXn-b-]p-Xnb 
Xfn-cp-I-f-Wnªt¸mgpw ]qsam-«p-IÄ hncn-ª-t¸mgpw Ip«n- 
IÄ AXn-s\-¡p-dn¨v kwkm-cn-¨p; Fs¶ ssI]n-Sn¨v Ahn-
tS¡v Iq«n-s¡m-≠p-t]m-bn; Rm\pw Ah-cpsS kt´m-j- 
¯nÂ ]¦p-tNÀ¶p. NneÀ Ifn-bm-¡n, "Cu So¨À¡v h«mWv' 
F¶p ]d-ªv. -F-¶mÂ Cu "h«v' F\n-s¡mcp kpJ-am-bn-
cp-¶p; kt´m-j-am-bn-cp-¶p. B kt´m-j-¯nÂ kvIqfnse  
A-¶s¯ A²ym]I A\-²ym-]I kplr-¯p-¡Ä FÃm-
hcpw ]¦p-tNÀ¶p. AhÀ hr£-ss¯-Isf Xmtem-en-¡p 
-¶Xpw ip{iq-jn-¡p-¶Xpw Rms\-{Xtbm Znh-k-§-fnÂ 
t\m¡n-\n-¶n-«p≠v! hnti-j-s¸« ssXIÄ In«n-bmÂ ¢ºnse  
Ip«n-I-sfbpw Iq«n GXp-k-a-b¯pw t]mbn \Sm³ A½nWn 
kmap-hÂ amUw Fs¶ A\p-h-Zn-¨n-cp-¶p.

Im«nÂ t]mIm³ Xmev]cyw {]I-Sn¸n¨ `qcn-]£w Ip«n-
I-fnÂ \n¶v {]Ir-Xn-bp-ambn _Ô-s¸« aÕ-c-§Ä \S¯n 
\mev]-Xp-t]cp hoX-apÅ kwL-§fmbmWv h\-ZÀi\w 
\S-¯n-bn-cp-¶-Xv. hmg-¨mÂ, tjmf-bmÀ, BXn-c-¸-Ån, ]d-¼n- 
¡p-fw, Cc-hn-Ip-fw, Nn¶mÀ, sN´pcp-Wn, hÅ-¡-S-hv, 
tX¡Sn, hb-\m-Sv, sskeâ vhmen, \ne-¼qÀ, Xt«-¡m-Sv, 
tImS-\m-Sv, ae-bmäqÀ, awK-f-h\w F¶o {]tZ-i-§fnse h\-
¯nsâ AKm-[XI-fn-te¡v Bgv¶n-d-§m\pw Ah-sb-¡p-
dn¨v ]Tn-¡p-hm\pw Ip«n-IÄ¡v kuI-cy-sam-cp-¡n-s¡m≠v 
AXmXp Øe-§-fnse tIcf h\w-h-Ip-¸nse \nkzmÀ°-
cmb DtZym-K-Ø-cnÂ ]ecpw R§-tfm-sSm¸w amÀ¤-ZÀin-I-
fm-bp-≠m-bn-cp-¶p. Im«nÂ Ip«n-IÄ¡v tXm¶p¶ \qdm-bncw 
tNmZy-§Ä¡v £a-tbmSpw hmÕ-ey-t¯mSpw IqSn AhÀ 
adp-]Sn ]d-ªp. Ip«n-I-tfm-sSm¸w Rm\pw ]eXpw ]Tn-¨p. 
kvt\ln-¡p-¶-hsc I≠v kt´m-jn-¡p-hm\pw \t½msSm¸w 
hnIm-c-§Ä ]¦p-h-bv¡m\pw kwth-Z-\-£-a-X-bp-Å-h-cmWv 
hr£-§fpw {]Ir-Xn-bnse ka-kvX-Po-h-Pm-e-§fpw F¶ 
kXyw Ah-bnÂ {][m-\-am-Wv. AsXm¶pw Adn-hm-bn-cp-
¶n-Ã. AXn-ep-]cn A\p-`-h-am-bn-cp-¶p. C¯cw {]Ir-Xn- 
]-T-\-Iym¼pI-fnÂ \n¶pw aS-§nb Ip«n-IÄ \qdp-i-X- 
am-\hpw ImSns\ kvt\ln-¡p-¶-h-cmbn amdn. At\-I-hÀjw 
Ign-ªn«pw Rm\-hsc ImWp-t¼mÄ B kvt\lw AhÀ 

lrZ-b-¯nÂ sIm≠p-\-S-¡p¶p F¶ Adnhv F¶nÂ Nmcn-
XmÀ°y-ap-f-hm-¡n. Cu hnIm-c-saÃmw sIm≠v ]Xn-s\-«p- 
hÀjw ]Xn-s\-«p-Zn-hkw t]mse IS-¶p-t]m-bn. Rm³ kvIq 
fnÂ h¶n«v Cu hÀjw ]s¯m-¼-Xp-hÀjw XnI-bp-¶p.

1991 apXÂ Ignª ]Xn-s\«p-hÀjhpw h\-ZÀi-\hpw  
]T-\-Iym-¼p-an-Ãm¯ Hcp hÀjhpw D≠m-bn-cp-¶n-Ã. C¶v 
tIcf h\w-h-Ip-¸nsâ cPn-kvt{S-j\p ]dsa W.W.F, OISCA 
International Love Garden Club, N.G.C Ch-bpsS cPn-kvt{S-
j³ IqSn \½psS ¢ºn-\p-≠v. Ch-scÃmw th≠ km¼-
¯nI klm-b-§Ä sNbvXpw Bh-iy-ap-Å-t¸mÄ th≠ 
\nÀt±-i-§Ä \ÂInbpw ssXIÄ \ÂInbpw ¢mÊp-IÄ 
Atd©v sNbvXp \½psS ¢ºnsâ {]hÀ¯\w ]cn-t]m-jn-
¸n-¡m³ klm-bn-¨n«p≠v F¶ hkvXpX \µn-]qÀÆw kvacn-
¡p¶p; AXn-\-h-tcmSv F¶pw Rm³ IS-s¸-«p-an-cn-¡p-¶p.

C{]-Imcw ]e-hn-[-¯n-epÅ {]Ir-Xn-kw-c-£W {]hÀ 
¯\-§Ä ImgvN-h-bv¡p-hm\pw AXphgn Ip«n-I-fnÂ {]Ir-Xn- 
kvt\-l-¯nsâ ktµiw ]I-cp-hm\pw km[n-¨Xv Fsâ 
23 hÀjs¯ A²ym]-\-Po-hn-X-¯nse Gähpw {][m-\ 
t\«-ambn Rm³ Icp-Xp-¶p. sI«n-S-¯n-sâbpw {Ku≠n-sâbpw  
hnI-k-\-¯n-\mbn ac-§Ä apdn-¨p-I-f-tb-≠n-h-¶-t¸mÄ 
Ipªp-§Ä tX§n. AhÀ tX§n-bXv ac-§-fp-sS, XSn-
bpsS hne-tbmÀ¯Ã; Cu ac-§-fpsS hne XSn-bpsS 
hne-bÃ; hnd-Insâ hne-bÃ; Ah DXv]m-Zn-¸n-¡p¶ ip²-
hm-bp-hnsâ hne-bmWv; `qan-bn-te¡v Cd-¡n-hn-Sp¶ ip²-
P-e-¯nsâ hne-bmWv; At\-Im-bncw Poh-Pm-e-§-fpsS 
BhmkØm\-¯nsâ hne-bmWv; Cu Bhm-k-Øm\w a\-
Ên-ep-≠m-¡p¶ kvt\l-¯nsâ hne-bmWv; B kvt\lw  
DÅn-epWÀ¯p¶ Cuiz-c-ssN-X-\y-¯nsâ hne-bm-Wv. B  
Znhy-ssN-X\yw DÄs¡m-≠-h-cmbn hf-cm³ Cuiz-c³ 
Ahsc A\p-{K-ln-¡s«! \½psS \m«nÂ GsXmcp tImWnÂ  
acw apdn-¨mepw \mbm«p \S-¯n-bmepw tX§p¶ Hcp 
kaq-ls¯ D≠m-¡m³ \ap¡p km[n-¡Ww; Cu Xe-ap-
dbv¡pw hcpw-X-e-ap-dbv¡pw th≠n \½psS ssPh-k-¼¯v 
Im¯p-c-£n-¡p¶ ap¶-Wn-t¸m-cm-fn-I-fmbn {]hÀ¯n-¡p-
hm\pw AXn-\p-th≠n kam-Ps¯ apgph³ ssItImÀ¯v 
]n-Sn¨v apt¶m«p sIm≠p-t]m-Im\pw \½psS Ip«n-IÄ¡m- 
I-s«. CXm-sWsâ {]mÀ°-\.

Fkv. kXo-tZhn, Ìm^v-þ-C³-þ-NmÀÖv (1991 þ 2009), t^md-kv{Sn-¢-ºv, 
`h³kv BZÀi hnZym-ebw, Im¡-\m-Sv, sIm¨n,  

h\w-h-Ip-¸nsâ h\-an{X -A-hmÀUv tPXmhv.

AcTIVITIES Of WWf-INDIA  
kERAlA STATE OffIcE

Nature Orientation Camp at Kalakkad – 
Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve 
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information panel exhibition etc were held at Municipal 
Town Hall, Kalpetta on 27th and 28th September 2011. State 
level photography competition on the theme ‘Tourism – 
Linking Cultures’ was also held. The awareness programme 
was attended by 180 students from 8 schools.

Wild Wisdom Quiz 2011 –  
Regional level 
Zonal level Wild Wisdom Quiz 2011 was held at three 
centers in Kerala namely Kozhikode, Thrissur and 
Thiruvananthapuram on 28th September representing 
all districts on zonal basis.  Dr.Kishore Kumar of NSS 
College, Manjery, Sri.Jain J.Therattil of St. Aloysius 
College, Thrissur and Dr.Parvati Menon of MG College, 
Thiruvananthapuram were the quiz masters at Kozhikkode, 
Thrissur and Thiruvananthapuram. Totally 34 teams from 
various schools across the State participated.

State Semi Final
The State Semi Final of Wild Wisdom Quiz 2011 was 
held at Press Club Hall, Thiruvananthapuram on 26th 
October 2011. Sri.Renjan Mathew Varghese welcomed the 
participants and briefed on the national event. First and 
second prize winners of southern, central and northern 
regions of the State attended the quiz that was mastered 
by Sri.A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer. Masters.
Jayadev K.J. and Vinay Radhakrishnan of Bhavans 
Newsprint Vidyalaya, Velloor were the first prize winners. 
Kum. Anjana R. Menon and Master Vighenesh P. Venkitesh 
of KEMSS Kongadu and Kum. Geethika M.M. and Master 

A Nature Orientation Camp was held at KMTR of 
Tamilnadu, rich in diversity and the first Tiger Reserve of 
the State from 10th to 12th September 2011. Fourteen nature 
enthusiasts including wildlife experts and photographers 
attended the camp with the Senior Education Officer. The 
team had interesting observations and experience during 
the camp hours. They enjoyed the highly ranging habitat 
diversity and their inmates. 

International Day for the Preservation of  
Ozone Layer 2011
About 400 students from 14 educational institutions in 
and around Palakkad pledged to protect the Ozone layer 
and reverse ozone layer depletion by adopting simple and 
sustainable lifestyle in the programme organized in Govt. 
Victoria College, Palakkad organized jointly by WWF-
India, Dept of Education and the College with the support 
of Kerala State Pollution Control Board on 16th September 
2011.

The day’s events were inaugurated by Sri.Shafi Parambil, 
MLA Palakkad in the function presided over by Sri.
Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director of WWF-India. 
Dr.Ajithakumar, Principal of the College, Sri.Shanavas of 
Pollution Control Board, Dr.Rajkumar, Sri.A.K.Sivakumar 
and Sri.N.G.johnson of WWF-India also spoke on the 
occasion. 

The prizes to the winners of painting, poster and quiz 
competitions held last day as part of the programme were 
also distributed in the function. The technical sessions 
on ‘Ozone – Facts and Figures’ and ‘Ecological Footprints 
– How sustainable are we’ really helped the students, 
teachers and other participants to critically analise the 
direct and indirect, desirable and undesirable effects of our 
day to day activity on nature and environment. 

World Tourism Day 2011
Like the previous year, WWF-India, Kerala State Office 
joined hands with Dept. of Tourism of the State Government 
to observe the World Tourism Day 2011 on 27th September. 
This time the event was organised at Kalpetta in Wayanad 
District that is having high tourism potential in the State. 

The painting and poster designing competitions for school 
students were held at SKMJ School Auditorium on 24th 
and the Awareness programme and the photo exhibition, 
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Haridev K.V. of AUPS Malamakkavu bagged second and 
third prizes. 

Teachers Training Workshop as part of ‘Cities for 
Forests Campaign’
Sixty-four Teachers from different schools of 
Thiruvananthapuram City gathered at Museum Auditorium 
to learn and discuss the values and services of forests on 
30th September 2011. The workshop was inaugurated by 
Dr. K. Udayavarman, Director of Museums and Zoos in 
a function that was presided over by Sri. A.K.Sivakumar, 
Senior Education Officer of WWF-India. Sri. Ravisankar, 
Teacher-in-charge of the campaign at RKD NSS HS, 
Sasthamangalam also spoke on the occasion. The technical 
sessions on ‘Our Forests & International Year of Forests’, 
‘Environment Education and Formal Education’, ‘For a 
Clean and Green Kerala’ were led by Sri.S.Radhakrishnan, 
Dy. Director (Wildlife Education), Sri.C.P.Aravindakshan, 
Science Educator and Smt. Shyni D.S. of Suchitwa 
Mission respectively. All technical sessions were followed 
by discussions and interactive sessions. 

Nature Orientation Camp at Shendurney WLS  
A two day long Nature Orientation Camp was held at 
Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary, the first designed eco 
tourism site in India. The camp held on 20th and 21st 
October 2011 was attended by 21 officials of Health and 
Environment Wing of Tata Consultancy Services (TCS).  
The team had interesting observations and experience 
during the camp hours. They enjoyed the highly ranging 
habitat diversity and their inmates.

Wildlife Week 
Senior Education Officer conducted an awareness session 
on 7th October 2011 at Christ Nagar International School 
of Thiruvananthapuram targeting the student community. 
They also performed role plays on wildlife. WWF-India, 
Kerala State Office observed Wildlife Week 2011 with the 
support of Zoo Outreach Organization (ZOO) at KPSMMV 
Higher Secondary School, Varode, Palakkad on 7th October 
2011 with the participation of around 150 students from 
nearby five Higher Secondary Schools. The event included 
programmes like awareness sessions, wildlife quiz, 
painting, and essay writing competitions for all students. 
The event was inaugurated by Mr.S.Guruvayurappan, 
South India Coordinator Wildlife Protection Society of 
India (WPSI). He also led the technical session on ‘Wildlife 
of Kerala’. All the participants were provided with the 
IEC materials on Bats, Bears, Amphibians etc. from ZOO. 
Posters also were exhibited at the venue and distributed to 
participating schools for their notice board.

Single Day Workshop on Forest Ecosystem
WWF-India, Kerala State Office organized a single day 
workshop in connection with the International Year of 
Forests at Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Kottayam on 31st October 
2011. Sri. Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director and 
Sri.C.Harikumar, Resource Person of WWF-India led 
technical sessions on ‘Values of Forests’ and ‘Forests 
of Kerala’ respectively with multimedia presentations. 
Following the sessions, quiz competition and movie 
screening were conducted.

Class at KITTS 
Sri.A.K.Sivakumar, Senior Education Officer was invited 
to Kerala Institute of Travel and Tourism Studies (KITTS) 
on 29th October 2011 to take a session on ‘Wildlife Tourism’ 
during the training programme for Wildlife Tourist Guides 
working across the State. The session was highly beneficial 
for the participants. 
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• Plastic is prohibited in Sabarimala and areas connected with Sabarimala  
pilgrimage during the Festival Season so as to prevent the Environmental 
Pollution, as per the direction of the Honourable High Court in the  
judgement in DBP No: 53 & 72 of 2010 dated 3-11-2010 

• Reckless disposal of waste and pollution of the water source would lead to 
the spreading of diseases and hence should be avoided.

• It is our duty to preserve and pass over the environmental circumstances 
without damage to the next generation.

• E-Waste is termed as waste from electrical and electronic equipments 
(WEEE). It comprises electrical and electronic equipments or parts thereof.

• Do not throw away irreparable electronic items to land or water bodies. 
They may contain hazardous elements like cadmium and lead.


