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Course 4: Tourism and Environmental Laws 

Assignment 4 

Question 1: 

In a recent meeting of the National Board on Sustainable Tourism, the need for a carrying 
capacity study of key destinations in the country was discussed. Certain sample sites for the 
initial study were picked up taking into account the rich diversity in terms of destinations 
the country has. These include destinations in the Himalayas, deserts, valleys, backwaters, 
coastal, rivers, islands, etc. 

a) Pick any two key tourist destinations in India and explain what factors and 
variables should be taken into account for a carrying capacity study of the 
destination. 
 

b) What are the pros and cons of undertaking such a carrying capacity study? 
Comment whether tourism carrying capacity is a viable method of 
evaluating the impact on a destination. 

 
[10 marks each, 800-1000 words each] 

 

Question 2: 

Konkani Ranmanus, a community-based sustainable ecotourism agency in the Konkan 
region, collaborates with local initiatives in villages along the coast and in the hills. “The 
biggest flaw of commercial tourism is that local people are forced to upgrade their lifestyles 
to offer urban amenities to tourists. This results in loss of livelihoods and erasure of 
indigenous culture and sustainable practices,” shared Prasad Gawade, the founder of 
Konkani Ranmanus. 

a) What are the challenges in preserving the local community’s culture while 
undertaking community-based tourism?  
 

b) Suggest best practices in ensuring the empowerment of local communities 
in achieving sustainable community-based tourism? 
 

[10 marks each, 800-1000 words each] 



 
 

Question 3: 

Research conducted by the World Travel and Tourism Council has revealed that the Travel 
& Tourism sector’s contribution to the Indian economy could surpass pre-pandemic levels 
by the end of 2022, with a year-on-year growth of 20.7%. 

Document from World Travel and Tourism Council: 

https://wttc.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=9yRBCNeVfvw%3d&portalid=0 

What have been the impacts of the COVID 19 pandemic on Ecotourism in India? 
What is the State’s role in ensuring sustainability in increased post pandemic 
tourism? 

[10 marks, 800-1000 words] 

 


