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Course 1: Introduction to Urban Governance – Concepts and Practices 

Assignment 1 

Question 1: 

The World Cities Report, 2022 released by UN Habitat is titled “Envisaging the Future of 

Cities”. The International Institute for Environment and Development has released a report 

titled “Better cities are possible: responding to the twin crises of climate change and 

inequality”. 

World Cities Report, 2022: https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022/06/wcr_2022.pdf   

IIED Report: https://www.iied.org/21006iied  

On the basis of the above-linked reports, solve the crossword puzzle below: 

(35 marks) 

https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022/06/wcr_2022.pdf
https://www.iied.org/21006iied


 

 

ACROSS 

7. The main driver to increasing city population (2 words) 

9. What has reminded us that urban areas need to be prepared for ever-changing and 

unpredictable futures? (Answer without number) 

12. The issue of urban poverty is _____________. Income based indicators cannot be solely 

relied upon to determine the issue of urban poverty. 



 

13. In order to respond to the issue of urban poverty and inequality, the World Cities Report 

suggests extending of ___________ to the deprived neighbourhoods. 

14. Achieving balance, over a specified period, between anthropogenic GHG emissions 

produced by human activities and those removed from the atmosphere through reduction 

measures is known as _________. (2 words) 

15. Building economic, social and environmental __________ must be at the heart of the future 

of cities. 

18. Urban climate _________ planning. This implies developing strategies and activities with 

the objective of reducing the effects of climate change on natural, built and social systems. 

Such planning is required for a climate resilient future.  

19. Continent with the highest/most poverty challenges. 

21. Climate Change and ____________. As per the World Cities Report, the twin crisis that 

threaten the future of cities (2 words) 

22. As per the IIED Report, one of the three things required for transformative change (2 words) 

25. Which sector has the fastest increasing greenhouse gas emissions that any other energy-

using sector. 

26. __________ Agenda, adopted in October 2016, highlights linkages between sustainable 

urbanization and job creation, livelihood opportunities and improved quality of life, and it 

insists on incorporation of all these sectors in every urban development or renewal policy and 

strategy (2 words) 

28. Inclusive and ___________ transformative approaches are required to build equitable urban 

futures. 

DOWN 

1. In order to respond to the issue of urban poverty and inequality, the World Cities Report 

suggests recognition of the urban _________ employment. 

2. No climate justice without ________ justice. 

3. As per the IIED Report, one of the three things required for transformative change. 

4. According to WHO, what is the cause linked to 7 million deaths annually. 



 

5. The benefits that the natural environment provide to humans and societies are known as 

_______________ (2 words) 

6. Diverse forms of __________ must be taken into consideration during decision making for 

sustainable urban futures. The __________ may be in the form of indigenous, traditional or 

local.   

8. In order to mitigate the negative social, economic and environmental impacts of dispersed 

urban growth, the World Cities Report is promoting cities to be __________. They are 

imperative for sustainable urban futures.  

10. As per the IIED Report, one of the three things required for transformative change (2 words) 

11. Urbanization is intertwined with __________ global challenges such as poverty, climate 

change and zoonotic diseases. 

14. COVID-19 Pandemic has resulted in the emergence of the ___________, i.e., those who 

would have exited poverty in the absence of COVID-19 but are now projected to remain poor 

as well as those projected to fall into poverty because of the pandemic. (2 words) 

16. ____________ involves approaches that emulate nature to develop responses to human 

challenges, for example, in urban design. 

17. _____________ of urban governance was accelerated due to COVID-19. It is bound to play 

a central role in urban futures. 

20. Foremost urban health threat and risk (2 words) 

23. While the future of humanity is expected to be urban, it is not going to be ________ across 

regions in the world. 

24. The global catchphrase that is being adopted worldwide for a paradigm shift towards 

technology-driven urban development. India launched a mission along the same lines in 2015 

(2 words) 

26. These are a potential mechanism to manage the impacts of climate change in urban spaces, 

reduce biodiversity loss (Abbreviation) 

27. People who are forced to leave their home but who remains within their country's borders 

(Abbreviation) 

 



 

Question 2: 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) are interlinked global goals with the idea of 

achieving a more sustainable future by 2030 under which SDG 11 discusses the goal of 

Sustainable Cities and Communities.  

The SDG Report is a worldwide study to assess where each country stands with regard to 

achieving the SDGs. (https://s3.amazonaws.com/sustainabledevelopment.report/2022/2022-

sustainable-development-report.pdf) 

Answer the questions below on the basis of the findings of the above-linked report. 

I. For the second year in a row, the world is no longer making progress on the SDGs. True 

or False? (1 mark) 

II. What are the two aspects that have aggravated the financial constraints to achieving 

SDGs? (2 marks) 

III. List any 2 of the investment priorities highlighted in the report. (2 marks) 

IV. List any 3 of the pathways to increase SDG financing enumerated in the report. (3 

marks) 

V. Where is India ranked under the SDG report, 2022? (1 mark) 

VI. With regards to India’s performance under SDG 11, answer the following questions: 

a. Where does India stand in terms of its performance under SDG 11 in terms of 

the dashboard and trends? (2 mark) 

b. What are the three indicators under SDG 11 in which India is performing 

poorly? (3 marks) 

c. How is India performing under the “Satisfaction with Public Transport” 

indicator under SDG 11? (1 mark) 

VII. Write a short essay enumerating how India may improve their performance in achieving 

a better SDG 11 score. (5 marks, 400-500 words) 

(Total 20 marks) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/sustainabledevelopment.report/2022/2022-sustainable-development-report.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/sustainabledevelopment.report/2022/2022-sustainable-development-report.pdf

